《Geneva Study Bible – Titus》(Author Unknown)
Commentator

The Geneva Bible is the Bible with marginal notes authored by John Calvin, John Knox, Miles Coverdale, and many other leaders of the Reformation. The Geneva Bible was the predominant English translation during the period in which the English and Scottish Reformations gained great impetus. Iain Murray, in his classic work on revival and the interpretation of prophecy, The Puritan Hope, notes, "... the two groups in England and Scotland developed along parallel lines, like two streams originating at one fountain. The fountain was not so much Geneva, as the Bible which the exiles newly translated and issued with many marginal notes... it was read in every Presbyterian and Puritan home in both realms".

The Cambridge Geneva Bible of 1591 was the edition carried by the Pilgrims when they fled to America. As such, it directly provided much of the genius and inspiration which carried those courageous and faithful souls through their trials, and provided the spiritual, intellectual and legal basis for establishment and flourishing of the colonies. Thus, it became the foundation for establishment of the American Nation. This heritage makes it a Celestial Article indeed! And a treasured possession for any free man!

The 1560 Geneva Bible was the first to have Bible chapters divided into numbered verses. The translation is the work of religious leaders exiled from England after the death of King Edward VI in 1553. Almost every chapter has marginal notes to create greater understanding of scripture. The marginal notes often reflected Calvinistic and Protestant reformation influences, not yet accepted by the Church of England. King James I in the late 16th century pronounced the Geneva Bible marginal notes as being: "partial, untrue, seditious, and savouring of dangerous and traitorous conceits." In every copy of each edition the word "breeches" rather than "aprons" was used in Genesis 3:7, which accounts for why the Geneva Bible is sometime called the "Breeches" Bible. The Church of England never authorized or sanctioned the Geneva Bible. However, it was frequently used, without authority, both to read the scripture lessons, and to preach from. It was pre-eminent as a household Bible, and continued so until the middle of the 17th century. The convenient size, cheap price, chapters divided into numbered verses and extensive marginal notes were the cause of it's popularity

The Geneva Bible is a critical, yet almost completely forgotten part of the Protestant Reformation. Driven out of England by the persecutions of Bloody Mary, several future leaders of the Reformation came to Geneva to create a pure and accurate translation of the Holy Writ. Concerned about the influence that the Catholic Church had on the existing translations of the Bible from the Latin, these men turned to the original Hebrew and Greek texts to produce the Geneva Bible. This made the Geneva Bible the first complete Bible to be translated into English from the original Hebrew and Greek texts.

The creation of the Geneva Bible was a substantial undertaking. Its authors spent over two years, working diligently day and night by candlelight, to finish the translation and the commentaries. The entire project was funded by the exiled English congregation in Geneva, making the translation a work supported by the people and not by an authoritarian church or monarch.

All the marginal commentaries were finished by 1599, making the 1599 edition of the Geneva Bible the most complete study aide for Biblical scholars and students. This edition does not contain the Apocrypha. The Apocrypha's notes are minimal or absent in other editions. Additional highlights of this edition include maps of the Exodus route and Joshua's distribution of land, a name and subject index, and Psalms sung by the English congregation in Geneva.

The greatest distinction of the Geneva Bible, however, is the extensive collection of marginal notes that it contains. Prominent Reformation leaders such as John Calvin, John Knox, Miles Coverdale, William Whittingham, Theodore Beza, and Anthony Gilby wrote the majority of these notes in order to explain and interpret the scriptures. The notes comprise nearly 300,000 words, or nearly one-third the length of the Bible itself, and they are justifiably considered the most complete source of Protestant religious thought available.

Owing to the marginal notes and the superior quality of the translation, the Geneva Bible became the most widely read and influential English Bible of the 16th and 17th centuries. It was continually printed from 1560 to 1644 in over 200 different editions. It was the Bible of choice for many of the greatest writers, thinkers, and historical figures of the Reformation era. William Shakespeare's plays and the writings of John Milton and John Bunyan were clearly influenced by the Geneva Bible. Oliver Cromwell issued a pamphlet containing excerpts from the Geneva Bible to his troops during the English Civil War. When the Pilgrims set sail on the Mayflower they took with them exclusively the Geneva Bible.

The marginal notes of the Geneva Bible enraged the Catholic Church, since the notes deemed the act of confession to men 'the Catholic Bishops' as unjustified by Holy Script. Man should confess to God only; man's private life was man's private life. The notes also infuriated King James, since they allowed disobedience to tyrannical kings. King James went so far as to make ownership of the Geneva Bible a felony. He then proceeded to make his own version of the Bible, but without the marginal notes that had so disturbed him. Consequently, during King James's reign, and into the reign of Charles I, the Geneva Bible was gradually replaced by the King James Bible.

01 Chapter 1 
1:1 Paul, 1 a a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of Gods b elect, 2 and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 

(1) He vouches his apostleship (not for Titus, but for the Cretians sake) both by the testimony of his outward calling, and by his consent in which he agrees with all the elect from the beginning of the world. 
(a) A minister, as Christ himself, in his office of minister and head of the Prophets, is called a servant; ( Isaiah 43:10 ). 
(b) Of those whom God has chosen. (2) The faith in which all the elect agree, is the true and sincere knowledge of God for this purpose, that worshipping God correctly, they may at length obtain everlasting life according to the promise of God, who is true, which promise was exhibited in Christ in due time according to his eternal purpose. 

1:2 In c hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, d promised before the e world began; 

(c) Hope is the end of faith. 
(d) Freely and only from his generosity. 
(e) See 2 Timothy 1:9 

1:3 3 But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our f Saviour; 

(3) This truth is not to be sought anywhere else, but in the preaching of the apostles. 
(f) This word "Saviour" does not only signify a preserver of life, but also a giver of life. 

1:4 4 To Titus, [mine] own son after the common faith: 5 Grace, mercy, [and] peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

(4) The apostle exhorts the Cretians to hear Titus, by setting forth his consent and agreement with them in the faith, and in addition shows by what special note we may distinguish true ministers from false. (5) There is but one way of salvation, common both to the pastor and the flock. 

1:5 6 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: 

(6) The first admonition: to ordain elders in every church. 

1:6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or g unruly. 

(g) This word is used of horses and oxen, who will not tolerate the yoke. 

1:7 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the h steward of God; not i selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 

(7) The second admonition: what faults pastors (whom he referred to before under the word elders) ought to be void of, and what virtues they ought to have. 
(h) Whom the Lord has appointed steward of his gifts. 
(i) Not stubborn and hard to please. 

1:8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, k sober, just, holy, temperate; 

(k) Cautious, and of a sound judgment, and of a singular example of moderation. 

1:9 8 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, 9 that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 

(8) The third admonition: the pastor must hold fast that doctrine which the apostles delivered, and pertains to salvation, leaving behind all curious and vain matters. (9) The fourth admonition: to apply the knowledge of true doctrine to use, which consists in two things, that is, in governing those who show themselves able to learn, and confuting the obstinate. 

1:10 10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the l circumcision: 


(10) An applying of the general proposition to a particular: the Cretians above all others need sharp reprehensions: both because their minds are naturally given to lies and slothfulness, and because of certain covetous Jews, who under a pretence of godliness, partly combined certain vain traditions, and partly old ceremonies with the Gospel. 
(l) Of the Jews, or rather of those Jews who went about to join Christ and the Law. 

1:12 m One of themselves, [even] a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians [are] alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. 

(m) Epimenides, who was considered a prophet amongst them. See Laertius, and Cicero in his first book of divination. 

1:13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them n sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; 

(n) Clearly and plainly, and do not go about the bush with them. 

1:15 11 Unto the pure all things [are] pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving [is] nothing pure; but even their o mind and conscience is defiled. 


(11) He shows in few words, that purity consists not in any external worship, and that which is according to the old Law (as indifference of meats, and washings, and other such things which are abolished) but in the mind and conscience. And whoever teaches otherwise, does not know what true religion really is, and also is not to be heeded. 
(o) If our minds and consciences are unclean, what cleanness is there in us before regeneration? 

02 Chapter 2 
2:1 But 1 speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: 

(1) The fifth admonition: the doctrine must not only be generally pure, but also be applied to all ages and orders of men, according to the diversity of circumstances. 

2:2 2 That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. 

(2) What are the principal virtues for old and young, both men and women: and how they ought to be stirred up to do them continually. 

2:5 [To be] discreet, chaste, a keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed. 

(a) Not roving about idly. 

2:7 3 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine [shewing] uncorruptness, b gravity, sincerity, 

(3) The sixth admonition: that both the pastors life and doctrine must be sound. 
(b) Not such a gravity as may drive men from coming to the minister, but such as may cause them to come in a most reverent and honest way. 

2:9 4 [Exhort] servants to be obedient unto their own masters, [and] to please [them] well in all c [things]; not answering again; 

(4) The seventh admonition, concerning the duty of servants to their masters. 
(c) Which may be done without offence to God. 

2:11 5 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 

(5) The eighth admonition belongs to all the godly: seeing that God calls all men to the Gospel, and Christ has so justified us, that he has also sanctified us, all of us must therefore give ourselves to true godliness, and righteousness, setting before us a sure hope of that immeasurable glory. And this thing must be so learned by them that the deniers also must be reproved, by the authority of the mighty God. 

2:12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and d worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 

(d) Lusts of the flesh, which belong to the present state of this life and world. 

2:13 e Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

(e) Christ is here most plainly called that mighty God, and his appearance and coming is called by the figure of speech metonymy, our hope. 

2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a f peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

(f) As it were a thing peculiarly laid aside for himself. 

2:15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all g authority. Let no man despise thee. 

(g) With all authority possible. 

03 Chapter 3 
3:1 Put 1 them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work, 

(1) He declares particularly and separately that which he said before generally, noting out certain main and principal duties which men owe to men, and especially subjects to their magistrates. 

3:3 2 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, [and] hating one another. 

(2) He confirms again the former exhortation by propounding the free benefit of our regeneration, the symbol of which is our baptism. (Ed.) 

3:5 Not by works of a righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the b Holy Ghost; 

(a) Literally, "of works which are done in righteousness": and this passage fully refutes the doctrine of meritorious works. 
(b) Which the power of the Holy Spirit works. 

3:8 3 [This is] a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain c good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. 

(3) Again with great earnestness emphasises how we ought to give ourselves to true godliness and avoid all vain questions, which serve to nothing but to cause strife and debate. 
(c) Give themselves earnestly to good works. 

3:10 4 A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; 

(4) The ministers of the word must at once cast off heretics, that is, those who stubbornly and seditiously disquiet the Church, and will pay no attention to ecclesiastical admonitions. 

3:12 5 When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter. 

(5) Last of all, he writes a word or two regarding personal matters, and commends certain men. 

