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Thomas Coke (9 September 1747 - 2 May 1814) was the first Methodist Bishop and is known as the Father of Methodist Missions.

Born in Brecon, south Wales, his father was a well-to-do apothecary. Coke, who was only 5 foot and 1 inch tall and prone to being overweight, read Jurisprudence at Jesus College, Oxford, which has a strong Welsh tradition, graduating Bachelor of Arts, then Master of Arts in 1770, and Doctor of Civil Law in 1775. On returning to Brecon he served as Mayor in 1772.

A Commentary on the Holy Bible, six complete volumes (1801-1803), is an indepth look at the Old and New Testaments, with the following print volumes combined into the commentary here: 

· Volume 1, Genesis to Deuteronomy, 1801.

· Volume 2, Joshua to Job, 1801.

· Volume 3, Psalms to Isaiah, 1802.

· Volume 4, Jeremiah to Malachi, 1803.

· Volume 5, Matthew to Acts, 1803.

· Volume 6, Romans to Revelation, 1803. 

His numerous publications included Extracts of the Journals of the Rev. Dr. Coke's Five Visits to America (London, 1793); a life of John Wesley (1792), prepared in collaboration with Henry Mooro; A History of the West Indies (3 vols., Liverpool, 1808-11). 

Introduction

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO TITUS. 

PREFACE. 

TITUS, who, as well as Timothy, was honoured with the office of an evangelist, had been left by St. Paul in the island of Crete, now called Candia, to overlook the churches in that isle, and provide them with fit and able ministers; Ch. Titus 1:5. St. Paul gives him the same instructions as he had given to Timothy in the two preceding epistles. Among other things, he lays down a general rule, which ought to be ever a law to the faithful in regard to their ministers, namely, never to receive those men or those doctrines or precepts that turn from the truth, 2 Timothy 4:14. He then enforces in very strong terms the obligation which the doctrines of divine grace lay us under to apply ourselves to devotion and holiness; and, speaking in the same place of our redemption, he calls Jesus Christ the great God, Ch. Titus 2:13 an expression so strong and energetic, as alone ought for ever to silence those who have dared to dispute his divinity. After that, returning in the third chapter to the doctrines of grace, he attributes our acceptance with God so entirely to the divine mercy, as clearly to exclude every kind of merit. And, lest any one might erroneously suppose, that a doctrine making our justification entirely flow from grace through faith, without depending at all upon the righteousness of works, were capable of cooling in our souls the ardour of devotion, and the pursuit of holiness, St. Paul immediately adds this important explanation, serving to silence equally the profane and the careless mind, and depriving the advocates for justification by works of their best argument: 2 Timothy 4:8. This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God, might be careful to maintain good works. 

01 Chapter 1 

Introduction
CHAP. I. 

For what end Titus was left in Crete. How they that are to be chosen ministers, ought to be qualified. The mouths of evil teachers are to be stopped: and what manner of men they are. 

[Date uncertain.] 

IN the inscription of this epistle, St. Paul asserted his apostleship, not with a view to raise himself in the estimationof Titus, but to make the false teachers in Crete, and all in every age who shall read this letter, sensible that every thing he ordered Titus to inculcate was of divine authority, Titus 1:1-2.—And by calling Titus his genuine son by the common faith, he insinuated to the Cretans, not only that he had been converted by his instrumentality, but that he was a teacher of the same grace, and of the same holydispositions, with himself, and as such he gave him his apostolical benediction, Titus 1:3-4.—Next, he puts Titus in mind that he had left him in Crete, to ordain elders in every city where churches had been planted, Titus 1:5.—And to direct him in that important business, he described to him the character and qualifications necessary in bishops and deacons, that ordaining to these offices none but persons of that description, they might be able both to instruct the people, and to confute gainsayers, Titus 1:6-9.—especially those of the circumcision in Crete, whose character the apostle explained, Titus 1:10.—and whose mouths he told him it was necessary to stop, because they subverted whole families, by teaching the efficacy of the Jewish sacrifices and purifications to obtain pardon for sinners, Titus 1:11.—Wherefore, the apostle ordered Titus sharply to reprove both the teachers and the people who held such doctrines, and to charge them to give heed no longer to Jewish fables and precepts of men, calculated to support that pernicious error; particularly the precepts concerning meats and sacrifices, taught by men who turned away the truth, when it offered itself to them, Titus 1:13-14.—Withal, to give the faithful an abhorrence of such teachers, the apostle observed, that both their understanding and their conscience were polluted, Titus 1:15.—They professed to know God, but in works they denied him, Titus 1:16. 

TITUS.] This may be called "An epistle to the Cretans," as well as to Titus; for the apostle meant not only to instruct Titus, but also to furnish him with a rule to lay before the Cretans, to which he might appeal, when ever unworthy and unqualified persons attempted to intrude into the episcopal or ministerial office. Titus was a Greek. St. Paul took him with him to Jerusalem, to the great council held there in the year 49. And as Titus was of Gentile parents, St. Paul would not suffer him to be circumcised, that he might not abridge the liberty of the Gentile converts. Some years after this, St. Paul dispatched him to Corinth, to bring him an account of the state of that church, and afterwards sent him thither again, to hasten the collection for the poor Christians in Judea. After this, we hear no more of him till he is mentioned in this epistle, as having been with St. Paul in Crete. This epistle, according to Dr. Lardner,was written toward the end of the year 56, while St. Paul was in Macedonia, or near it. But Michaelis and others think it was more probably written in St. Paul's last progress through the Asiatic churches, between his first and second imprisonment at Rome; though they are not able to determine the precise year. Titus had been left at Crete, to settle the church which St. Paul had probably established there in his first journey to Rome, and afterwards: Acts 27:8. Titus 1:5. The churches in Crete had not hitherto any bishops and ordained ministers; Titus was to appoint them; but he was to be upon his guard against some of the circumcision, who aspired to ecclesiastical offices. The island of Crete was the parent of Roman and Greek idolatry; and the Cretans so far excelled other nations in inventing gods, that they were called the LIARS. They were also distinguished for unnaturalvices, and a spirit of sedition. The Cretan converts to Christianity were of course obliged to forsake idolatry, and the worship of images; but as the Cretans were Egyptians by descent, and had long intermixed the whims of Egyptian philosophy with Judaism, no church was in greater danger of adopting the absurd and heathen genealogies of the Eones: hence St. Paul warns them against all these errors, but particularly against those of the Judaizing teachers, who endeavoured to corrupt the purity of the gospel. 

Verse 1
Titus 1:1. Paul, a servant of God,— This is the only epistle of St. Paul, wherein he begins with calling himself a servant, or slave, devoted for ever to the service of God. According to the flesh, would be rendered more properly, for the faith; that is to say, for promoting the faith of Christians; who, under the Messiah, are the elect people of God, as the Jews were under the Mosaic dispensation. Dr. Heylin well expresses the meaning of the passage,—To preach the faith of God's elect, and make known the truth, as it promotes piety. 

Verse 2
Titus 1:2. Before the world began— Προ χρονων αιωνιων, before the secular ages; or before the giving of the law of Moses. God had promised the gospel, in an obscure manner, to the patriarchs before Abraham; but to him it was promised more explicitly. Now that promise to Abraham, was before the secular times—the jubilees under the law, and, consequently, before the distinction of the world into Jews and Gentiles. But what the God, who cannot lie or break his word, had promised so long before to Abraham, the law of Moses, which intervened, could not disannul. See Romans 16:25. Galatians 3:17. 

Verse 3
Titus 1:3. In due times— In his own proper times. See 1 Timothy 2:6. Galatians 4:4. Ephesians 1:10; Ephesians 2:7. In this the apostle might probably allude to the prophesies, and particularly to the celebrated prophesy of Daniel concerning the seventy weeks; Daniel 9:24. Instead of commandment, some read appointment. Dr. Benson upon the 4th verse, observing that the words mercy and the Lord are omitted in some manuscripts, makes this remark, which deserves much attention: "It is not very material," says he, "as to the sense, whether these words be left out or retained; and indeed, I have found this observation to hold good concerning most of the various readings: that is, it is of little or no moment, as to the sense and connection, whether you receive or reject them." 

Verse 5
Titus 1:5.— Before he proceeds to the principal design of this epistle, the apostle briefly reminds Titus of his leaving him in Crete, to settle the churches which he had planted there, and to ordain elders in every city, to be bishops over the several churches. After this he describes the characters of such as he was to ordain; namely, that they should be men of integrity, and of an unspotted reputation; and particularly such as understood the liberty of the Gentile Christians; and that would oppose the Judaizers; who were bad men, and very industrious in making proselytes, Titus 1:5-16. It is well known that the word πολις, rendered city, frequently signifies a country town only, and sometimes a village. Crete had formerly been famous for having a hundred cities; but Pliny, who wrote not long after the sending of this epistle to Titus, found only forty cities there, and the bare memory of sixty more; and most of these forty called cities, were little better than villages. Strabo says, that Crete had many cities, but only three of any great note. 

Verse 6
Titus 1:6. Having faithful children— Having believing children. This is mentioned with great propriety; for if a man were not careful to instruct his children in the principles of Christianity, there would be great reason to doubt whether he were heartyinthebeliefof it himself; and if a man had only unbelieving children in his house, that is to say, such as were so obstinate that they could not be brought to embrace Christianity, byany of the arguments which could be laid before them, in that age of miracles, it would be a great discouragement, and in some circumstances a great hindrance to him, from pursuing the duties of a Christian elder, or bishop; and those evils into which such obstinate infidel children might fall, would very probably bring a reproach upon the family, which might in a degree hurt the character of him who presided in it. See 2 Timothy 2:24; 2 Timothy 2:26 and 1 Timothy 3:1; 1 Timothy 3:16. 

Verse 7
Titus 1:7. Not self-willed— ' Αυθαδη : pleased with himself, and despising others; supercilious, haughty, insolent,surly. This vice, in our ordinary conversation, is directly opposed to affability or courtesy. 

Verse 8
Titus 1:8. Sober— Prudent, as the word may be rendered. The following word temperate includes all sobriety. 

Verse 10
Titus 1:10. For there are many unruly, &c.— St. Paul had his eye from the beginning of the epistle all along, upon the persons whom he describes in this and the following verses. This close and excellent writer never loses sight of his subject; but he proceeds so gradually to speak plainly, that we may lose sight of it, if we do not attend very carefully. See 1 Timothy 1:6-7. 

Verse 12
Titus 1:12. One of themselves—a prophet of their own— Epimenides, whose words St. Paul here quotes, is said by Diogenes Laertius to have been a great favourite of the gods; but Aristotle says, he never foretold any future event: which is a plain argument, that the word prophet is sometimes used in a very large sense. Indeed, the words poet and prophet were often used promiscuously by the Greeks and Romans; perhaps, because their poets pretended to be inspired, and were by some believed to be so: see Acts 17:28. From this, as well as other places, it appears, that St. Paul had been well read in the Greek poets; probably in his younger days he was brought up in the schools of Tarsus, before he went to Jerusalem, to sit at the feet of Gamaliel: and even after he was an inspired apostle, he did not think that he acted out of character, when, as apostle of the Gentiles, he quoted their poets. Perhaps it might have been, in some points of view, more proper to have translated the Greek verse before us in such a manner, that it might have read as a verse in English: 

"False Cretans! savage beasts, with bellies slow." 

The poet here seems to suggest a remarkable contrast, to shew what a mixture there was of fierceness and luxury in the character of the Cretans. Savage beasts are generallyactive and nimble; but these men, while they had the fury of lions and tygers, indulged themselves so much in the most sordid idleness and intemperance, that they grew all belly as it were, and like to a breed of swine common in the Eastern countries, which were oftenso burdened with fat, that they could hardly move. As for their proneness to falsehood, it is well known, that the word Κρητιζειν, "to talk like a Cretan," was a proverb for lying; as the word Κορινθιαζειν, "to live like a Corinthian," was for a luxurious and debauched life; and it is remarkable, that Polybius scarcely ever mentions the Cretans without some severe censure. Bishop Warburton accounts for the origin of this character of the Cretans in the following manner: "I supposed the view was enlarged, and the Cretans were called liars upon more accounts in St. Paul's time; but the rise of this proverb seems to have been this: while the other Greeks, in their lesser mysteries, concealed the origin of the gods, who were dead mortals raised to divine honour, for public benefits done to their country, or to mankind; the Cretans proclaimed this to all the world, by shewing the tomb of 

Jupiter himself, and boasting that 'the father of gods and men' was a native of that country. This so exasperated all Greece against them, that they called them eternal liars. Thus Lucan, lib. 8 and so Callimachus, with a variety of other authors. The reason why they wereso exasperated at the Cretans for publishing this, seems to have been the affront it gave to the worshippers of idols, or the publishing what the politic protectors of the mysteries would have kept secret." 

Verse 13
Titus 1:13. Sharply— ' Αποτομως ;—with a cutting severity. The word is an allusion to a surgeon's cutting away the dead flesh, and that even to the quick. We are to observe, that the apostle speaks here of reproving vice, not error. Timothy is exhorted to rebuke with all long-suffering; 2 Timothy 4:2 and we may remark, that there is a degree of long-suffering and gentleness, very consistent with all that severity which faithfulness requires: which is not that of boisterous passion, ill-nature, and scurrility, but of meek, though resolute zeal for God, and friendship to the offender; which yet will not be silenced by trifling excuses, nor fail seriously to represent the fatal consequences which may attend the evil reproved. 

Verse 15
Titus 1:15. Unto the pure all things are pure— "I know these Judaizing teachers value themselves highly upon the distinctions of food, which they inculcate as of so great importance to purity: but they are much mistaken. Unto Christians who are pure and upright; all sorts of meat are clean and pure; but unto those who are polluted with vice, and who, though they understand the liberty of Christians, are unfaithful,— απιστοις,— and would impose upon Christians the rituals of the Jewish law;—unto such, I say, nothing is clean and pure; but even their understanding and conscience are defiled, which ought to be their guide and director." 

Verse 16
Titus 1:16. They profess that they know God,— This was their grand pretence for Christianity, and opposing St. Paul; namely, that they best understood the revelation of the mind and will of God in the gospel, as well as under the law; but at the same time pride, and covetousness, and other vices, animated and influenced them. See Romans 2:17; Romans 2:29; Romans 3:10-19. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. Jude, 4. 16. The word reprobate, in this verse, means disapproved and condemned when brought to the standard of God's word, though they are among the first to judge and condemn others. 

Inferences.—Never let it be forgotten by any who call themselves Christians, that the faith of God's people is the acknowledgment of the truth, which is according to godliness. Never let the great design of Christianity be lost in an eager contention for any of its appendages, or any of its parts. Yet, alas, how often has it, in particular instances, been wounded almost to death, in a furious attempt to rescue it, and that, sometimes perhaps, from only an imaginary danger. 

That we may be more sensible of its vital influence, let us ever retain the hope of that eternal life which it proposes, as the great end of all our pursuits; even of that life which God that cannot lie hath promised to all his faithful saints. Let us rejoice to think that so immense a superstructure has so firm, so divine a foundation; and let us never give it up for any thing that a flattering world, always ready to engage, and slow to perform, can promise. 

Let us ever be very thankful for the provision which God hath made for the manifestation of his word, through preaching, and for his goodness in raising up faithful pastors to his church, overseers in every age, who have been blameless, sober, just, holy, and temperate. Such may all be that appear under that sacred character; able, by their doctrine to instruct, by their reasoning to convince, by their practice to edify; ever solicitous, that they may not neglect their pastoral services, that they may not lord it proudly over their brethren, that they may not be transported by furious passions, or misguided by rash conclusions, or perverted by low interests, and the greediness of filthy lucre; but that they may approve themselves the faithful stewards of God, and promote the good order of his house; and, so far as their influence can reach, the happiness of every member of his family. 

In order to this, let them look well to their own houses, that nothing may be wanting on their part to make their children tractable, faithful, and sober. And let the children of ministers consider the obligations which they are under to cultivate a teachable spirit, and to maintain the strictest decency in their whole deportment; as remembering the superior advantages they may be supposed to enjoy for religious improvement, and how much a minister's reputation and usefulness depend upon the regularity of his family. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The apostle opens the epistle with his usual address. 

1. He sets forth his own divine commission and apostleship. This epistle comes from Paul, who counts it his highest honour to be called a servant of God in the gospel of his dear son, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, sent to bear the glad tidings of his salvation to Gentile lands, according to the faith of God's elect; that is to say, the faith of all genuine Christians, who have accepted the offers of grace, and yielded to the calls of God in the preaching of his gospel or otherwise, and enjoy the living power of faith in Christ: or, as some very eminent commentators have explained it, the faith of Christians in the general, they being all an elect generation, 1 Peter 2:9 and St. Paul being an apostle in reference to them all; to those to whom he was a savour of death, as well as to those to whom he was a savour of life: 2 Corinthians 2:16. He was accordingly sent to call all these, within his sphere, to the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; and which, having heartily embraced himself, he now with delight published to others, in hope of eternal life, which all who continue to live godly in Christ Jesus are sure to attain unto; because God, that cannot lie, hath promised it unto them in Christ Jesus, before the world began, or, as it should be translated, before the secular ages of the Jews (see the annotations); but hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me, according to the commandment of God our Saviour, who hath authorized and enabled me to discharge the important trust. Note; (1.) The highest dignity is to be the servant of the living God. (2.) They who are ministers of God, must be indefatigable in preaching. Dumb dogs that cannot, or will not bark, are not of the great Shepherd's appointment. 

2. He wishes Titus the best of blessings. To Titus, mine own son after the common faith, my spiritual child, begotten in the gospel, be grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. Note; All believers have one common faith, and are united to the same Jesus. 

2nd, St. Paul, 

1. Reminds him of the end for which he was left in Crete. For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, directing the Cretan Christians concerning the proper discipline, worship, and conduct, to be observed by them; and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee, such as shall be found duly qualified for the ministerial work. 

2. He describes the character of those whom he should ordain. If any be blameless, having a good report of those who know him best; the husband of one wife, no polygamist; having faithful children brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, not accused of riot, or unruly, dissolute and refractory, but kept under due restraint, neither a disgrace to themselves nor their parents. For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God, appointed to that high charge in his holy family, and therefore of a character irreproachable; not self-willed, of a rash and obstinate temper; not soon angry, and firing at every provocation; not given to wine, addicted to drunkenness, or fond of the glass; no striker, violent in his passions; not given to filthy lucre, a mercenary wretch, who serves for hire, but one who serves out of zeal for Christ and the souls of men. He must be also a lover of hospitality, entertaining poor strangers, and Christians driven from their homes by the fury of persecution; a lover of good men, without prejudice or exception; sober, grave and prudent in his carriage and deportment; just, and upright in his conversation; holy in all his conduct; temperate in his desires and appetites; holding fast the faithful word, maintaining the purity of the gospel, and dispensing it with all fidelity, as he hath been taught by us; that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and comfort the true members of Christ's church, and to convince the gainsayers of their errors. For such spiritual wisdom is necessary because there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, in Crete as well as in other churches, who, though professing Christianity, walk disorderly, and with their heretical tenets draw away disciples after them; especially they of the circumcision, who are the great corrupters of the faith, urging circumcision and the observance of the Mosaical institutions as necessary to salvation; whose mouths must be stopped, not by force, but by sound truth and scriptural arguments to detect their fallacies and silence their cavils; who subvert whole houses, insinuating themselves into the families of professors, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake, adapting their teaching to the palates of their hearers, in order to insinuate into their confidence, and enrich themselves at their expence. 

3rdly, The national character of the Cretans was very bad, therefore they would need sharp rebuke. 

1. The apostle quotes one of their own writers. One of themselves, even a prophet, or poet, of their own, Epimenides, said, the Cretans are always liars, peculiarly addicted to this sin; evil beasts, ravenous, gluttonous, and insatiate in their appetites; slow bellies, luxurious and indolent; and this witness is true, it is their just character. Wherefore, 

2. Rebuke them sharply; such scandalous deeds required severe and cutting remonstrances, that, their sins and danger being set before them, they may be sound in the faith, warned by these rebukes of others to be more watchful, or recovered from such grievous backsliding; not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, the ridiculous legends and vain traditions of those Judaizing teachers, that turn from the truth, apostates themselves, and labouring to pervert the faith of others, and to adulterate the blessed gospel of grace, by enforcing upon the conscience the abrogated rites of the Mosaical law. Unto the pure all things are pure, and no ceremonial uncleanness is contracted by the touch or taste of things forbidden by the Levitical institutions: but unto them that are defiled, by the reigning impurity of their hearts and lives, and unbelieving, destitute of faith in Jesus, there is nothing pure, all they do and say is abominable in the sight of God; but even their mind and conscience is defiled, and, when the fountain is thus polluted, every stream which flows from it must needs be foul. They profess indeed that they know God, and make great boasts of their wisdom; but in works they deny him, and act as infidels, being abominable in their spirit and conduct, disobedient to all God's holy laws as well as enemies to his gospel, and, in short, unto every good work reprobate, unfit and unable for, as well as disinclined to, the practice of them. Note; (1.) Stubborn sinners call for severe rebuke. Lenity, where the knife is required, is real cruelty to the patient. (2.) The best preservative against the wiles of deceivers, is being sound in the faith. They who are firmly grounded on Christ, will not easily be shaken. (3.) They who are destitute of right principles, must necessarily err in all their conduct: every thing they do, even what is in itself right, as to the matter and deed itself, becomes sin to them, because it proceeds from wrong principles, and is directed to wrong ends. (4.) It is not sounding professions, but holy lives, which characterize real Christians. Non magna loquimur, sed vivimus, "We speak not, but live, great things." 

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
CHAP. II. 

Directions given unto Titus, both for his doctrine and life. Of the duty of servants, and in general of all Christians. 

THE apostle having directed Titus to ordain elders in every city, and described the character and qualifications of the persons whom he was to invest with offices in the church; also, having laid open the bad character and evil practices of the Judaizers in Crete, and ordered him to rebuke them sharply, he in this chapter gave him a short view of the duties of his office as bishop and superintendent both of the teachers and of the people in Crete. He was, in opposition to the Judaizers, to inculcate on the people such precepts only as were suitable to the wholesome doctrine of the gospel, Titus 2:1.—And with respect to the aged men who held sacred offices, he was to enjoin them to be attentive to the behaviour of those under their care; to be grave in their own deportment; prudent in giving admonitions and rebukes; and spiritually healthy by faith, love, patience, Titus 2:2.—In like manner, those aged women who were employed to teach the young of their own sex, he was to exhort to a deportment becoming their sacred character. They were neither to be slanderers, nor intemperate in the use of liquors, but to be good teachers, Titus 2:3.—In particular, they were to persuade the young women who were married, to do their duty to their husbands, their children, and their families, that the gospel might not be evil spoken of through their bad behaviour, Titus 2:4-5.—On young men he was to inculcate the government of their passions, Titus 2:6.—But above all, both in teaching and behaviour, Titus was to make himself a pattern of the graces and virtues which he enjoined to others, Titus 2:7-8.—Titus was to inculcateon servants obedience to their masters, diligence in their work, and honesty in every thing committed in trust to them, Titus 2:9-10.—Withal to make the Cretan bishops and people sensible of the impiety of the doctrine of the Jewishteachers,concerningtheefficacyoftheLeviticalsacrificesin procuring pardon for sin, the apostle declared that the gospel was given for this very purpose, to teach men that salvation was alone from the grace of God, and that the gospel required us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, &c. in expectation of a future judgment, Titus 2:11-14.—These things the apostle ordered Titus to teach in the plainest and boldest manner, agreeably to the authority with which he was invested as an evangelist, Titus 2:15. 

Verse 2
Titus 2:2. Sober,— Or, Prudent. 

Verse 3
Titus 2:3. In behaviour as becometh holiness,— That they behave with sanctity of manners. Heylin. [Exhort] to that steadiness which becometh saints. Doddridge. See 1 Timothy 2:9. 1 Peter 3:3-5. 

Verse 5
Titus 2:5. Keepers at home,— The word Οικουρους, according to Elsner, signifies not only keeping at home, but an attentive looker after domestic affairs. Hesychius explains it by "one who takes care of the things belonging to the house, and keeps them." Some would join the next epithet with this, and read good housekeepers. That the word of God be not blasphemed, means, "that they may give no occasion by their behaviour for any reproach to be cast upon that Christianity which they profess." Heylin reads it, So that religion may not be reproached on their account. 

Verse 7
Titus 2:7. In doctrine shewing uncorruptness, &c.— Speaking nothing but the genuine truth; and let it be attended with a gravity in declaring it, proportionable to its importance, and proceed from sincerity of heart. 

Verse 10
Titus 2:10. Not purloining,— Not privately defrauding or embezzling— Μη νοσφιζομενους : which properly signifies keeping back part of the worth of any thing, and is used in the case of Ananias's secreting a part, where the whole was pretended to be returned, Acts 5:2-3. Servants, at least among the Heathens, might probably do this very frequently. 

Verse 11-12
Titus 2:11-12. For the grace of God—hath appeared, &c.— The word Χαρις properly signifies favour, and in the sacred writings expresses the free and unmerited goodness of God, in sending his only begotten Son to declare his will, and to redeem us from our iniquities by his death. Sometimes the effects of this wonderful kindness of God,—as the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost,—are called grace; and sometimes the gospel itself is expressedby this same word (Colossians 1:6.); in which sense it is to be understood in the passage before us: when the apostle says that the gospel, or the grace of God manifested in the gospel, hath appeared, hath risen, or shined out to allmen, he alludes to the appearance of the heavenly bodies, and the brightness and glory with which they shine upon the world. Our blessed Lord is himself compared to a light shining in darkness, John 1:5 and the apostles are spoken of under the same image, Matthew 5:14. The original of the 11th verse appeared ambiguous to our translators; for though they render it in the text the grace of God—hath appeared to all men, (according to which they may be understood of the gospel's being preached not only unto Jews, but to men of all nations, and of all ranks and orders in life;) yet they have given a different turn to the words in their marginal reading, which is,—the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men, hath appeared: and as the original will very well admit of this sense, so it is certainly agreeable to the other scriptures, and to the gracious purpose of God, which is well expressed by St. Paul, 1 Timothy 2:4. This grace of God, which offers salvation to all men, of every rank and degree, does not however disengage any from the obligations that they are under to lead a holy life; but teaches us that, denying ungodliness, &c. which words contain a brief summary of the whole Christian practice. By ungodliness, we may understand atheism and irreligion, blasphemy, perjury, profane cursing and swearing, contempt of God, a want of due reverence to him, neglect of his worship, judging hardly, or speaking disrespectfully of his providence,—disobedience to his will. By worldly lusts may be understood those other vices of mankind, which are called the works of the flesh; (Galatians 5:19; Galatians 5:26.)—every thing contrary to the sobriety and righteousness recommended in the next sentence; the former of which consists in the right government of our natural appetites and passions, while the latter comprehends all the duties which we owe to our neighbours. Godliness or piety consists in that high veneration, and those just conceptions, which we should entertain of the Supreme Being, expressed by prayer and thanksgiving, by loving and fearing him, putting our trust in him, and submitting to him in all events. 

Verse 13
Titus 2:13. And the glorious appearing— Even the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour. We may observe, in support of this version, which is perfectly agreeable to the original, that we never read in scripture of the appearance of God the Father; and consequently we have in this text as strong a proof as possible of the true divinity of Jesus Christ. See 2 Peter 1:1. 

Verse 14
Titus 2:14. A peculiar people,— The word περιουσιον, rendered peculiar, does not appear to have been used by any of the ancient prophane writers. The LXX seem first to have framed it, in order to express the Hebrew סגלה Segleh, a peculium, a peculiar treasure or property. The phrase Λαος περιουσιος signifies "a supernumerary people, a people wherein God had a superlative property and interest, above and besides his common interest in all the nations of the world," says the learned Jos. Mede, p. 125. The pious Jews were formerly God's peculiar people; his peculiar people under the gospel are genuine Christians: they are distinguished or separated from the world by their being devoted to Christ. All real Christians are the peculiar people of God under the gospel; but perhaps the apostle of the Gentiles, in writing to a Gentile evangelist, among Gentile churches, might have here a more particular reference to the Gentile Christians, who had not formerly been the peculiar people of God, and whom the Judaizers would still have excluded from that number, unless they would submit to their impositions. It should be observed particularly with what strength and emphasis the apostle speaks throughout these verses of the absolute necessity of a life of holiness and purity, and of good works: and when our Lord and his apostles have laid such a stress upon good works, none who profess Christianity can neglect the practice of them without the extreme peril of their souls; and none who profess to be teachers of that Christianity can speak of them with contempt or indifference, without bringing a grievous offence upon the faith of Christ: and woe be to them by whom such offence cometh! See 1 Peter 2:9. 

Inferences.—Scarcely does the word of God afford a more instructive and comprehensive summary of the gospel, than that which is given in this chapter. It gives us a view of the nature of the dispensation, as a doctrine of grace; and, at the same time, a doctrine according to godliness. It hath appeared to all men, and it bringeth the faithful to salvation, by inculcating the most salutary lessons that man can receive. It teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, how pressing soever their solicitations may be. It instructs us in all the branches of our duty, to God, to ourselves, and to our fellow Christians. It guides us to uniform and complete goodness; not extolling any one part, to the neglect or injury of the rest, but tending to produce this beautiful birth, entire in all its members, and then to nourish it to its full maturity. As we are slow of heart to attend to such instructions, it enforces them with motives the most generous and the most animating. It represents to us, as it were in prophetic vision, that blessed hope, even the glorious appearance of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; when he shall come with everlasting blessings in his hands, to reward all his faithful people; and with the terrors of divine vengeance, to be poured forth upon all that have rejected the authority of his gospel. And, that the most powerful considerations of gratitude may join with those of the highest interest, it directs our eyes to this divine triumphant Saviour, as having once given himself to torture and death for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us to himself, a peculiar people, devoted to God, and zealous of good works. And surely, if this view cannot prevail upon us to consecrate ourselves to God, and to engage with vigour in his service, we must be utterly insensible, and worthy of the severest punishment. 

Let these lessons, therefore, every where be taught with all authority. Let them be addressed at once to the meanest and the greatest of mankind; that they may join in a pious care, to adorn the doctrine of such a Saviour, and to secure their share in such a salvation. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The apostle proceeds to direct Titus in the faithful discharge of his office. But, in contradiction to these deceivers, speak thou the things which become sound doctrine, the wholesome truths of God's life-giving word, dividing it aright to every man, according to their age, station, and circumstances. 

1. That the aged men, as their years as well as profession especially demand, be sober, or vigilant, circumspect in their conduct; grave, in habit, manners, conversation, that they may engage the reverence of their younger brethren; temperate and prudent, having their passions and appetites in subjection; sound in faith, in doctrine and practice; in charity enlarged; in patience exemplary, bearing the provocations of others with meekness, and not fretful under their own infirmities. Such old disciples are noble ornaments to their Christian profession. 

2. The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, in dress, conversation, and deportment; not false accusers, not slandering and defaming any, nor sowing discord among brethren; not given to much wine, drunkenness, or the love of liquor, being in women doubly odious and hateful; teachers of good things, by their example and discourse inculcating on their children every thing which may adorn the Christian name. 

3. What the aged must teach. The younger women should learn of them to be sober, avoiding every appearance of wantonness, excess, or levity; to love their husbands, cleaving to them in warm affection; to love their children, training them up from infancy in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; to be discreet in the management of their families; chaste, shewing the most unfeigned modesty and purity of manners; keepers at home, not gadding about to the neglect of their domestic affairs, but ever best pleased to be in their own house; good, kind and gentle to their servants, and, like Dorcas, full of alms-deeds and good works; obedient to their own husbands, delighting to serve and please them; that the word of God be not blasphemed by a contrary behaviour, which would give the adversaries of Christianity occasion to speak reproachfully. Note; Nothing makes Christianity appear so amiable as the conscientious discharge of the relative duties which it enjoins. 

4. Young men likewise exhort to be sober-minded, serious, solid, tractable, having a due sense of their own inexperience, and willing to be ruled and advised by their elder and wiser friends. 

2nd, We have a particular direction for Titus himself, who should be the example of what he taught to his brethren. In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works; practising what he preached: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, declaring the pure unadulterated truth, and maintaining a single eye to God's glory and the benefit of immortal souls; gravity, with all seriousness delivering his message, and with all sincerity; using sound speech that cannot be condemned, inculcating scripture truths in scripture language, and with such plainness and simplicity as that he that is of the contrary part, and would be glad to carp at and censure any ambiguous expression, may be ashamed of his malicious design, having no evil thing to say of you, finding no just charge of error in doctrine, or immorality in practice, to allege against you. Note; (1.) They who preach to others, must by their practice prove that they themselves believe; else how can it be thought that others should credit them. (2.) Many watch for the halting of Christ's ministers; and the knowledge of this should make them more watchful over all that they speak or do, that confusion may cover their malignant enemies. 

3rdly, The duty of servants is prescribed. Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, with inward respect, as well as all outward dutiful submission; and to please them well in all things lawful to be done; not answering again, disputing their orders, murmuring at their commands, or daring to make an impertinent or saucy reply; not purloining the least thing from them, but, to a crumb of bread, strictly honest; nor conniving at the least waste or robbery committed by others; shewing all good fidelity, true to every trust reposed in them, speaking with the greatest veracity, and punctual in the observance of their masters' orders; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, and even in the eyes of their unbelieving masters, if under such, recommend the religion which they profess. Note; Such a servant as is here described, is a great acquisition. Would to God that those who make profession of godliness, might oftener read this apostolic directory. 

4thly, The strongest motives are suggested to enforce the practice before recommended. 

1. This is one great end of our redemption. For the grace of God, displayed in the gospel word, that bringeth salvation, declaring the free mercy of God in Christ to miserable sinners, hath appeared in the most illustrious manner, to all men, of all ranks, degrees, and nations; teaching us, that denying ungodliness of every kind, and worldly lusts, whether of the flesh or of the eye, or the pride of life, we should live soberly, in the government and subdual of every inordinate appetite and passion; righteously, with unimpeached integrity and uprightness in our dealings towards men; and godly, in all acts of public and private devotion, in the use of every holy ordinance, and with a constant regard to the divine glory in this present world, full as it is of evil and temptation. Note; (1.) The gospel is a revelation of mercy to all ranks and degrees; and God appears eminently glorious therein, in justifying the chief of sinners who believe in Jesus. (2.) Whenever we are truly partakers of grace, the blessed influence thereof will appear on our hearts and lives, effectually engaging us to renounce every known sin, and powerfully quickening us for the discharge of every duty towards God, our neighbour, and ourselves. The doctrines of grace are the only principles which can produce righteousness and true holiness. 

2. We expect the appearing of the great Judge, and therefore are peculiarly called upon to prepare to meet him: Looking for that blessed hope, the great object of it, the Lord from heaven; and the glorious appearing of the great God and, or even, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who shall shortly sit upon the throne of his glory, when all nations shall be gathered before him, to receive from his lips their irreversible sentence, and in whose favour we have a gracious interest; who gave himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, both from the guilt and power and nature of it; and might purify unto himself a peculiar people, yielding to be saved by grace, and thereby taken from the corrupted mass of mankind to be to the praise of his glory; and zealous of good works, influenced by the divine principle of faith which worketh by love, aiming at the advancement of their Redeemer's honour, and giving themselves up to be guided by his word and will. Note; (1.) Every believer has a blessed hope before him, under the influence of which he lives comfortably, and supported by which, if faithful, he dies happily. (2.) They who would meet the great God their Saviour in peace, must be found among his redeemed from iniquity, and experience a present deliverance from the power and nature of sin. (3.) Christ's people are indeed peculiar in their manners, temper, and conduct, distinguished from the world in which they dwell, by the purity of their lives, and their zeal for good works. 

3. The apostle enjoins Titus to urge these things upon the consciences of his hearers. These things speak with all freedom, and exhort them diligently to observe; and rebuke with all authority those who dare oppose the truth, and would maintain their erroneous principles and practices. Let no man despise thee: behave in such a manner as may command respect; and if any notwithstanding presume to treat thee or thy ministry with contempt, it shall be at their peril. 

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
CHAP. III. 

Titus is yet further directed by Paul, both concerning the things he should teach, and not teach: he is willed also to reject obstinate heretics: which done, he appointeth him both time and place, wherein he should come unto him; and so concludeth. 

BECAUSE the Judaizers affirmed, that no obedience was due from the worshippers of the true God to magistrates who were idolaters, and because, by that doctrine, they made not only manyJewish, but Gentile professors, bad subjects, and exposed them to be punished as evil doers, (see Romans 13.) the apostle commanded Titus to inculcate frequently on the Cretans, to obey the magistrates under whose protection they lived, although they were idolaters, Titus 3:1.—and not to speak evil of any one, on account of his nationor religion, or on any other account, except in necessary defence of truth and religion, Titus 3:2.—Because, said the apostle, even we ofthe Jewish nation, who now believe the gospel, were formerly in behaviour as bad as the heathens; being foolish, disobedient, &c. Titus 3:3.—and through the unmerited mercyof God have been delivered from our former sinful state, by the bath of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, Titus 3:4-6.—that being rescued from ignorance and wickedness by grace, we might become heirs of eternal life, Titus 3:7.—Next the apostle ordered Titus strongly to affirm, that every one who hath believed on God, is bound to practise good works, Titus 3:8.—Also he commanded him in his discourses, to avoid the foolish questions and genealogies which the false teachers insisted on, Titus 3:9.—and to admonish heretical teachers, both concerning their doctrine and their practice: and after a first and second admonition, if they did not amend, to cast them out of the church, Titus 3:11.—Withal, because the Cretans were disposed to be idle, Titus was to enjoin them to follow some honest occupation, whereby they might both maintain themselves, and do works of charity to the afflicted, Titus 3:14.—The apostle concluded his epistle with salutations; and with a benediction to all in Crete, who acknowledged his apostolical authority, Titus 3:15. 

Verse 1
Titus 3:1.— The Jews were of a very seditious, rebellious spiritabout the time when this epistle was written; and it was with great reluctance that they obeyed any civil governors, but those of their own nation. The Judeaizing Christians were too apt to imitate them, and to retain this factious spirit; which they would have infused into the GentileChristians, and have taught them to have had as sovereign a contempt for men of other religions, as they had themselves. In opposition to which, Titus was to teach the Christians to pay the most strict obedience to their civil governors, and to be of a benign spirit to all men; even to men of different nations, sects, and religion: and to enforce this, St. Paul is thought to have urged his own example, Titus 3:3. He had been formerly as furious a persecutor of the Christians, and as bigotted a Jew, as any of the unbelieving Jews or Judaizing Christians could be; but since he had through grace embraced Christianity in its life and power, his charity was enlarged, and he saw the reasonableness, the necessity of loving, and doing good to all men, of whatever faith or profession. Titus was to be perpetually inculcating upon the Christians this temper and behaviour, as infinitely preferable to a regard for Jewish genealogies, traditions, and ceremonies: and he was not only to teach this himself, but was also informed, that such of the Jewish Christians as made factions by propagating their impositions, were heretics; and as such the Christians were to regard them, and to hold no familiar society with them. See 1 Timothy 2:1-4. Romans 13:1; Romans 13:7. 

Verse 2
Titus 3:2. To speak evil, &c.— Calumniate no man; not even your Pagan or Jewish neighbour, says good Dr. Barrow, however enormous in their lives, or cruel in their behaviour to you. 

Verse 3
Titus 3:3. For we ourselves also— That St. Paul, like many other authors, frequently speaks of himself in the first person plural, is well known to all who have attended to his phraseology, and to the course of these annotations. Nor is there any reason in the world, why St. Paul should exclude himself from the number of those, who were by nature sinners; on the contrary, he is at all times ready to avow the dark and sinful state he was in, before his conversion by the grace of Christ. We may observe, that the words rendered lusts and pleasures, not only signify grosser vices, but an intense criminal desire after any thing: in which view theymore strongly mark out St. Paul's character before his conversion. He had been guilty of following his own pleasure or inclination, and gratifying his intense desires in persecuting Christians, for which he reckoned himself as the greatest of sinners before his conversion, and the least of all saints after his conversion. 

Verse 4
Titus 3:4. God our Saviour— It is observable, that God the Father is here called our Saviour; to intimate that it was his paternal love to us, which engaged him to appoint his Son to redeem us, and to perform for us all those important offices, by which he accomplishes the salvation of the faithful. 

Verse 5
Titus 3:5. Not by works of righteousness, &c.— "For it was not by any works of righteousness which we ourselves had done; for any acts of obedience, whether to ceremonial or moral precepts, by which we had made ourselves worthy of his favourable regard; but according to his own mercy, that he saved us from condemnation and ruin, by the washing of regeneration, and therenewing of the Holy Spirit; which, by its purifying influence, operates to turn to God all that will yield to be saved by grace, and brings them into the number of his children, and afterwards advances the happy work in all that persevere in cleaving to him, by improving them more and more in the divine life and image." 

Verse 6-7
Titus 3:6-7. Which he shed on us abundantly, &c.— "Even by that Spirit which he poured out upon us richly and abundantly, in his various gifts and graces, by Jesus Christ our Saviour, by virtue of whose intercession it has been imparted to the children of men; that being justified by his grace, we might become heirs of the most valuable blessings, according tothe hope of eternal life, which as the gift of that grace he has exhibited to our believing views, as the great and noble object of our pursuit." 

Verse 8
Titus 3:8. This is a faithful saying, &c.— "But though believers are put into a state of justification, merely by grace, or through the divine favour, this is a matter of certain truth and great importance; and, concerning these things, I order that you strenuously insist upon it, that they who have believed in God, as he has revealed himself in the gospel of his Son, should be very careful to stand up for good works:"—that is, all those actions which embrace or include our duty towards God, our neighbour, and ourselves. These good and excellent works the Christians were to maintain and stand up for; to defend them, as it were, from whatever might tend to make themselves remiss in the performance of them. Nothing can more exactly suit the connection: the Judaizers made no account of good works; they represented them as of little or no moment, compared with believing, as they said, about Jewish fables, or the endless genealogies, or generations of the Eons; the perpetuity of the Mosaic law, and its being obligatory upon the Gentiles, as well as Jewish Christians. (See Titus 3:9.) Hence the apostle, in contradiction to such vain and unprofitable jargon, enjoins Titus, ch. Titus 2:1, &c. to teach things which became sound doctrine; namely, that all persons should practise good works; (see also Titus 3:14.) And here again he strongly inculcates the same important truths. It deserves great regard, that St. Paul accounted this a matter of the utmost moment; and ordered Titus not to urge good works now and then, or as a thing by the bye; but to be constantly, or with all his might, affirming, that Christians ought to maintain good works. See on ch. Titus 2:14. Good works are here represented as amiable and excellent in themselves, and greatly useful and profitable unto mankind; so they are called καλα εργα, beautiful works. These, therefore, are things which the ministers of Christ are to affirm constantly, or strenuously. 

Verse 10
Titus 3:10. A man that is an heretic, &c.— The word Αιρεσις, from the verb αιρεω, to choose, signifies a form or mode of religious worship, discipline or opinion, which any one chooses, follows, and professes; or, the persons who follow such form or mode. See Acts 5:17; Acts 15:5; Acts 24:5; Acts 26:5; Acts 28:22. This word seems to be used by St. Peter in the sense of electing, espousing, or defending some fundamental error, concerning Christian doctrine, whether of faith or practice. 2 Peter 2:1. "I define heresy, says Dr. Waterland, not merely a mistake of judgment, though in fundamentals, but espousing such erroneous judgment: either teaching or disseminating it, or openly supporting or assisting those who do." Hence αιρετικος, a heretic, is a man who chooses and espouses some fundamental error concerning the Christian doctrine; "Not every one that mistakes in judgment,—though in matters of great importance, in points fundamental;—but he who openly espouses such fundamental errors, I take to be a heretic, says Dr. Waterland, in the true and full scripture notion of the word;"—a definition, very agreeable to thatexcellent saying of St. Austin, Errare possum, haereticus esse nolo, "I may err, but I am not willing to be a heretic." St. Paul orders Timothy, after the first and second admonition, to reject such a person, that is, to declare him unfit to be any longer looked upon as a member of the church, and to treat him as such—to refuse all kind of notice or concern in respect to him; knowing that he who is such, that is, continues such after two admonitions, is now without excuse;— αυτοκατακριτος ;— and, as it were, passessentenceupon himself; either as voluntarily cutting himself off from the church by an open revolt, or, as rendering himself incapable of the privileges and blessings belonging to it, by renouncing its faith: which, in a just construction, is judging or declaring himself unworthy of the blessings tendered. See Waterland's "Importance of the Doctrine of the Trinity," p. 114-120. Dr. Benson observes well, that St. Paul does not say to Timothy, "After the first andsecond admonition, imprison the heretic; seize him with artful, sly, insinuating examinations; or put him to the torture to make him confess; and then, if he will not recant, roast him in a slow and lingering fire, as a heretic convict:" such rules never proceeded from the apostles of our Lord, but from the synagogue of Satan; who themselves answer to the apostolic description of heretics, while many of those whom they condemn as heretics, have the marks of being the faithful followers of Christ, and members of his true church. "Exciting the rage of the populace, or awakening the zeal of the civil magistrate; inflicting bodily pains and penalties, confiscating possessions, or using men's names and persons ill, because of their thinking for themselves, or choosing to worship God according to their own consciences,—has never yet been found the way to enlighten men's understandings, or to make them better Christians, or honester men." 

Verse 12
Titus 3:12.— The apostle proceeds to order Titus to come to him, when the person should arrive, whom he would send to release him; and in the mean time to send Zenas and Apollos to him; but, as full of the grand subject of the epistle, he bids Titus put the Gentile Christians in Crete upon providing what was proper for their journey, as a proof of the influence which true Christianity had upon them; and which was to be shewn, not by idle notions, or empty ceremonies, but by works substantially beneficial and good, Titus 3:12 to the end. There were towns in several countries, of the name of Nicopolis; but this was most probably in Epirus. It was called Nicopolis, or "the city of victory," because it was built in memory of the victory which Augustus obtained over Anthony at Actium. It appears from the last clause of this verse, that St. Paul was now at liberty; and from all circumstances it seems most probable that this epistle was written between his first and second imprisonment. 

Verse 13
Titus 3:13. Bring Zenas, &c.— St. Paul, most likely, knew that Zenas and Apollos were to pass through, or touch upon the island; and therefore he ordered Titus, σπουδαιως προπεμψαι, to conduct them along with all care; or to furnish them with provisions, to help them to proceed comfortably in their journey. See 3 John 1:6. As the word Νομικος is the word made use of, Matthew 22:35 and as Zenas is here mentioned with Apollos, it seems more probable that he was a Jewish, than a Roman lawyer. 

Verse 14
Titus 3:14. And let our's also learn, &c.— "Let our brethren learn (as I said Titus 3:8.) to be foremost in the practice of good works upon needful occasions; particularly to assist such Christian brethren as travel about to preach the pure gospel of Christ; that they may not be unfruitful, and act as if they had learned nothing but barren speculations from that religion,which is so well calculated to inspire and animate every sentiment of benevolence and beneficence." 

Verse 15
Titus 3:15. Grace be with you all. Amen.— This salutation shews, that though the epistle was directed and sent to Titus, it was intended for the benefit of all the true Christians in Crete. 

Inferences.—The remembrance of the irregularities with which we ourselves were once chargeable, and of that sinful and miserable state in which we once were, should make us candid to others, and silence our severe censures against them, ch. Titus 3:2. Let the kindness, the infinite philanthropy of God, be daily celebrated and adored by us; of GOD, who saves the faithful by his own rich and overflowing mercy; who hath justified us by his free grace in Christ, and thereby made us heirs, according to the hope of eternal life. Nor let us ever forget how much we are indebted to the regenerating and renewing influences of the Holy Ghost, shed abroad upon us richly by Jesus Christ our Saviour. May it wash and purify our souls more and more from every stain of sin, and inspire us with a pious ardour to honour our profession by a holy life! having professed out belief in God, may we carefully practice all the graces and virtues of the Christian character; for those things are indeed good and profitable to men;—guarding at the same time against all those airy curiosities, and abstruse speculations, which on the contrary are unprofitable and vain. 

How greatly is it to be wished, that all the churches of Christ were delivered from such factious members and teachers, as would depart from the infallible rule of truth laid down in the word of God, and subvert the faith once delivered to the saints;—introducing, instead of it, the doctrines of men, and teaching things which tend to alienate the minds of Christians from the gospel, and from each other, in order to set up their own authority, and promote a private secular interest! we ought undoubtedly to be cautious how we pass such a censure on particular persons, without clear and evident proof; but when such proof arises, and the persons in question appear to be the turbulent and pernicious heretics that St. Paul describes, Titus 3:10 it were to be wished that they might always meet with the treatment which he recommends. They ought first to be plainly and seriously admonished; and if repeated admonitions are rejected, it is the duty of the wiser and sounder parts of Christian churches to expel them; that so they may be less capable of doing mischief, and that the gangrene of such pernicious principles may not spread, to the disgrace and ruin of the churches to which they belong. 

But, let us ever remember, this is all the remedy which the sacred scriptures suggest or furnish out to us: and they who, to the solemn censure of disturbed and injured churches, add any corporal severities, or civil penalties whatsoever,—or take up weapons which Christ has never put into their hands, may very probably do more mischief in the church and in the world, than the most erroneous of those against whom they would arm their terrors. 

[ See Calmet, Benson, Michaelis, Lardner, Grotius, Hammond, Doddridge, Bentley, Lightfoot, Raphelius, Wetstein, Parkhurst, Spanheim, Erasmus, Beza, Bishop Pocock, Elsner, Plutarch, Morris, Wolfius, Suicer, Locke, Bishop Sherlock, Barrow, Taylor, L'Enfant, Craddock, and Heylin.] 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The apostle proceeds, 

1. To direct Titus respecting the obedience which he must inculcate as due to the civil magistrate. Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, under whatever government they live; to obey magistrates with loyalty and willing submission; to be ready to every good work, rendering to all degrees of men the duty owing to them: to speak evil of or calumniate no man, not reviling the magistrates, nor raising any slanderous report of any human being; to be no brawlers, disturbing the peace of society, turbulent and quarrelsome; but gentle in temper and manners, shewing all meekness unto all men, however perverse or provoking their conduct may be toward us. 

2. He suggests the most cogent reasons to enforce his exhortation. 

[1.] The consideration of their former sinful state: and the more deeply we are sensible of our own vileness, the more we shall feel ourselves obliged to bear with others. For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, as our opposers now are, ignorant of divine truth, and under the darkness of our fallen minds; disobedient in spirit and practice, refusing to hear and obey the dictates of God's word; deceived, and wandering out of the way, under the influence of a corrupted heart, and the wiles of Satan; serving divers lusts and pleasures: perfect slaves to our sensual appetites, the basest of all servitude; living in malice and envy; possessed and governed by these diabolical passions; regarding others, who were most prosperous in the world, with a malignant eye; and pleased with any miseries which befel them; hateful to God because of these abominations; and hating one another, with implacable resentment. What a fearful description! yet in this glass may every enlightened sinner discover his own features by nature, and own the humbling resemblance; for as face answereth face, so does the heart of one natural man to another. 

[2.] The kindness and love of God to them in their miserable estate, should engage them to shew the like pity and compassion toward others. But after that, vile as we were, the kindness and love of God our Saviour, notwithstanding, toward man appeared, most illustriously displayed in his glorious gospel; not by works of righteousness which we had done, for all our works were the very reverse, and merited only wrath to the uttermost; but according to his mercy, in the most astonishing manner extended to the miserable and the desperate, he hath saved us freely, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, who is the glorious agent of the divine change wrought in regeneration; cleansing our souls from the power of corruption, quickening us to a life of grace and holiness, maintaining and carrying it on in the faithful unto the perfect day; which Holy Ghost he shed on us abundantly, both in his gifts and graces, through Jesus Christ our Saviour, the purchaser of every blessing for his faithful people, and the dispenser of this Spirit unto them; that being justified by his grace, and through faith of the operation of God brought into a state of pardon and reconciliation, we should be made heirs of glory according to the hope of eternal life, which he hath given us in that adored Redeemer, who hath obtained a complete salvation for every faithful saint, not only from all the miseries of sin, but unto all the blessedness of eternity. Note; (1.) The salvation of the sinner is entirely of grace; pardon, holiness, and hope of life eternal, are all the gift of God through Jesus Christ our Saviour, and will be all realized to every persevering believer. (2.) Though we are justified freely, not for any righteousness of our own, but of God's mere favour; yet do we from that moment become different men, and new creatures, by the Spirit of our God renewed in our minds, and pressing after the glory which is prepared for the righteous. 

2nd, The apostle, 

1. Inculcates the doctrine which Titus must preach. This is a faithful saying, all that I have above declared of the duties incumbent on believers, the misery from which they have been redeemed, and the amazing grace of which they have been made partakers, is to be steadfastly believed and embraced: and these things I will that thou affirm constantly; often insisting upon them in the course of thy ministry, to the end, that they which have believed in God, to the present salvation of their souls, might be careful to maintain good works; to excel and lead the way to others ( προιστασθαι ), with all diligence and zeal improving every opportunity which offers to be useful. These things are good and profitable unto men; the doctrines here enforced, have the most immediate tendency to advance the benefit of mankind, and promote their present and eternal good. Note; The doctrine of justification by grace through faith, is so far from destroying the obligation of good works, that it is the only real and effectual principle which can make us careful to maintain them. 

2. He cautions him what to shun. But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law, which the Judaizing teachers affect, to the great prejudice of Christianity; for they are unprofitable and vain; tending to no one useful purpose, but sowing discord in the church, and corrupting the simplicity of the gospel. 

3. A man that is an heretic, who openly professes and maintains doctrines subversive of the fundamental articles of faith, after the first and second admonition reject; if he continue obstinate in his errors, remove him from your communion, and acknowledge him no longer as a brother: knowing that he that is such, is subverted, apostate from Christ, the only foundation; and sinneth wilfully, being condemned of himself; openly broaching his sentiments, departing from the confession of the true faith, which he formerly made, and avowedly separating himself from the church of God. Note; They who refuse to be reclaimed from important errors by repeated admonition, must be cut off from the body of the visible church by excommunication. 

3rdly, We have, 

1. Some particular directions given to Titus. 

2. We have a sacred command. And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful, but adorn the profession which they make, diligent in their several employments, and liberal according to their ability, in the maintenance of their ministers, or in assisting any of their brethren who may need their support. 

3. He concludes with salutations and his apostolic benediction. All that are with me, salute thee affectionately. Greet them that love us in the faith, and are one in sentiment and heart with us. Grace be with you all, in its most abundant fruits and richest manifestations, Amen! So prays your faithful friend. 

