《Nisbet’s Church Pulpit Commentary - Titus》(James Nisbet)
Commentator

With nearly 5,000 pages and 20 megabytes of text, this 12 volume set contains concise comments and sermon outlines, perfect for preaching, teaching, or just another perspective on a passage for any lay person.

James Nisbet compiled and edited the Church Pulpit Commentary. Over 100 authors wrote short essays, sermon outlines, and sermon illustrations for selected verses of the Bible. The authors include Handley Carr Glyn (H.C.G) Moule, F.D. Maurice, and many other bishops and pastors.

As with many commentaries of this nature, the New Testament contains substantially more comments than the Old Testament. This is not the famouse Pulpit Commentary. This is a different commentary. Not every verse includes a comment.
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
SERVANTS OF GOD
‘Paul, a servant of God.’

Titus 1:1
‘Servant of God,’ ‘servant of Jesus Christ’—this is the title by which each one of the writers of the epistles of the New Testament describes himself in one place or another. The title indicates their work in life, the place they hold in the world, and the definite object to which all their powers and activity are devoted.

That distinct, definite character, which Scripture presents to us, when St. Paul calls himself the servant of God, may be shown under most opposite outward conditions. But under all the different forms it has essential and common features.

I. It is exclusive in its object and complete in its self-dedication.—St. Paul’s surrender of himself was unreserved.

II. It contemplates as the centre of all interest and hope, the highest object of human thought and human devotion, a presence beyond the facts of experience, the experience of the invisible God.

III. It accepts as the measure of its labour and its endurance the Cross of Jesus Christ.—For such a life a price had to be paid, and St. Paul’s price was the acceptance of the fellowship of the Cross of Christ. The likeness of the Cross pervades every life of duty and earnestness—in lifelong trouble, in bereavement, in misunderstanding, in unjust suffering, in weary labour, in failure and defeat—God’s proof and test of strength is laid upon us all.

Dean Church.

Illustration
‘There is no reason why, without extravagance, without foolish or overstrained enthusiasm, we should not still believe that a life like St. Paul’s is a natural one for a Christian to choose. We still reverence his words; and his words have all along the history of the Church found echoes in many hearts. There is a great past behind us; a past which is not dead, but lives—lives in every thought we think, and every word we speak, lives in our hopes, in our confidences and joy in life, lives in those high feelings which thrill and soothe us at the grave. May we not be unworthy of such a past!’

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 11
‘THE GRACE OF GOD’
‘The grace of God that bringeth salvation.’

Titus 2:11
Observe, ‘the grace of God bringeth salvation.’

I. Grace always brings its blessings to the soul.—It never says, ‘Try and reach them.’ That would be law, not grace. Grace comes down to the lost one with a full hand. It comes like a letter with our own name written upon it. It says, ‘This is yours. Open your eyes and read your name. It is all yours—yours now; yours, the purchase of my blood; yours without one condition. This is grace. This is the way grace “bringeth salvation.”’

II. But mark—‘bringeth salvation.’ It is not a past act. It is a present thing. The Holy Spirit ‘bringeth’ it now. He is always bringing it, and will bring it, till there be no more needy souls to bring it to. He ‘bringeth salvation.’ What glorious words! How they exactly meet the sinner’s case. How God-like it all is!

III. But salvation from what?—From everything against you. You are a sinner. As a sinner the wrath of God is against you, the law is against you, conscience is against you, everything is against you. Salvation is a full removal of everything against you. Not only so, but it turns them all in your favour. The wrath of God is gone, and His love is yours. The law is fulfilled for you. Sin has been put away and the righteousness of God is yours. Heaven is yours, Christ is yours—‘all things are yours.’ All this ‘grace bringeth’ to you now—as you are—a sinner. Your only plea, your only title, a needy, helpless sinner. What a glorious message the Gospel is!

—Rev. F. Whitfield.

Verses 11-14
A COMPENDIUM OF THE GOSPEL
‘For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us … and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.’

Titus 2:11-14
This is the little compendium of the Gospel which St. Paul left in the hands of his spiritual son Titus, in order that by it he might win to Christ those difficult and half-civilised people of Crete.

I. Look up and look on.—But this life disengaged from the entanglement of ungodliness and worldly lusts, this life of self-discipline and the love of God with all the heart, such a life must be under any circumstances an arduous one. St. Paul knew that what he begged Titus ask of the Cretans was a hard thing. What will he do or say to help them? The answer St. Paul gives is in the words of the text. What is it, then, that will help us? He answers, ‘Ye men and women, who wish to live as God has made you to live, and as God wills you to live, when the yoke presses heavily upon you, then look up and look on. This hardness which you know, the bitterness of the detained and baffled life, will not always be. There cometh for you all a golden time. Look on.’ He points to the realisation of that blessed hope of the reappearing of Christ, the coming of Him Who once came in weakness and meekness, in lowliness, in suffering and in death, but Who is to come in His glory. And the appearing of Christ in His glory shall put an end to the strife of life and bring you to victory in the battle, and shall land you upon the safe shore where sin and sorrow and death are not, but where the light is clear and the peace is perfect, and God will welcome His sons unto His kingdom which He hath made theirs.

II. A ray from the Cross.—And next He bids them, and bids us, lift up our eyes to the Cross, to Him Who gave Himself upon the Cross. And be careful to make that gift personal and particular to yourself. Not for an indistinguishable crowd of uncounted millions, but for an individual soul, for mine and for yours, Christ gave Himself upon the Cross. Let men do what they will, Christ loves me, and in His love I am rich and I am strong. By this gift of Himself He has redeemed us from all iniquity, from the guilt and the power of sin, to purify us to Himself as ‘a. peculiar people.’

III. A peculiar people.—Mark the word, a word which comes only here in Holy Scripture, and which seems, so scholars tell us, to be perhaps more nearly represented by the word ‘treasured.’ ‘That He might purify unto Himself a “treasured” people,’ in whom is the power of a life like His own, whose hearts are touched with the fire of His own, a treasured people zealous of good works, redeemed, purified, drawn to Himself in a life that He treasures, that burns with a soul like His own for good works—these are the possibilities of a Christian soul.

—Rev. E. F. Russell.

Verse 13
THAT BLESSED HOPE
‘Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.’

Titus 2:13
I fear that this great truth—the coming again of the Lord—is largely a neglected truth.

Since the Lord Jesus Christ departed into the heavens, and men are really touched by matters spiritual, you will find, if you study the history of the great majority of the professing Churches, that they have almost entirely, if not quite, ignored the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ as a Person to fulfil a great historical event.

I. The Second Advent as a matter of reason.—I ask you, as a matter of reason, is it likely that the Great High God, Who has, as we are told in the opening of the Epistle to the Hebrews, appointed His Son to be heir to all things, would allow His retirement from the earth as if defeated, and never see to it that His purpose was completely fulfilled? When the Lord Jesus Christ left this world, He passed up from the Mount of Olives and from the sight of a few humble followers, who claimed Him in their hearts as King. But the world at large ignored Him entirely, and Satan might well have been said to have gained a magnificent victory, if nothing further took place historically with regard to the Jesus of Nazareth. Consequently, we may expect, on the very ground of reason, that there must be a further return of Christ in Majesty and glory to claim the kingdoms of this world for Himself and His Father.

II. What saith the Scripture?—We must inquire what is revealed to us in the Scripture with regard to this historical fact, of which we are expecting the fulfilment. In what manner will the Lord Jesus Christ return? Our text speaks of it as ‘the glorious appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ.’ He is to come ‘in like manner’ as He went up. And the Lord Jesus Christ, our Blessed Saviour, who went up to heaven as Jesus, the Perfect Man, to claim our places there and prepare them for us, in the presence of God and the angels, is coming back to ‘receive the kingdom’ according to His own parable. He comes to be King, and His title is to be ‘the Lord Himself.’

III. Christ and the Church.—What will it be to Christ when He looks upon His Church, and says, ‘My beloved, My beloved!’ That is my Saviour’s joy, my Saviour’s reward for all His pains. ‘For the joy that was set before Him, He endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God,’ henceforth waiting till His enemies are crushed, and His saints are ready to meet Him, and the cry goes up from earth as well as from heaven above: ‘My Lord, My God.’ Not only will it be a satisfaction to his own soul; He will see God satisfied, too. When He was upon earth, there was one thought in His mind. ‘I have glorified Thee upon the earth.… I came not to seek My own glory, but the glory of Him that sent Me.’ I can imagine (oh, so feebly) the wondrous feeling of my Lord and Master as He looks upon that perfected Bride—gathered in all ages from earth—how He turns back for a moment to His Father’s throne, and says, ‘Father, I have glorified Thee; I have glorified Thee!’

—Rev. Prebendary Webb-Peploe.

Illustration
‘Problems of physiology, psychology, sociology, have their interest; but behind them all lies the great fact that man is a moral being governed by conscience and duty. “Life is real, life is earnest, and the grave is not its goal.” Do you at times doubt it? Does society seem to move on with a cruel disregard for individuals, letting the weakest go to the wall, not caring how many are crushed and broken in the mad scramble after wealth? Remember the Second Advent. “Be patient until the coming of the Lord. The Judge is at the door.” You are not pawns upon a chessboard. You are a responsible agent. Responsible to whom? To Him Who has made all duty possible and even delightful by His grace and love—to Him Who for this end died and revived and lived again, that He might be the Lord of both the dead and of the living—to Him Who will soon come again, and Whose coming will be full of glory for His own children and full of hope for the blind Jew and the dark heathen world.’

(SECOND OUTLINE)

THE SECOND ADVENT
Christianity draws its strength from the two Advents, or the two ‘appearings,’ as they are called in this passage—that of Titus 2:11, the appearing of the grace of God in the First Advent, and that of Titus 2:13, ‘the appearing’ of the glory of God in the Second Advent.

I. The Second Advent of Christ will be as real as the First Advent.—There will be a coming again in power and great glory, which will literally fulfil all the promises of a reigning Messiah, just as the First Coming in great humility fulfilled literally all the promises of a suffering Messiah. This is our hope. We cannot be the Christians God wants us to be unless we hold it fast, unless we are looking for this blessed hope. However busy with the work He has given us to do, we may still see that our loins are girded, our lamps burning, and we ourselves on the look-out for the Master. The fisherman’s wife, however busy with the care of home and children, casts many an eager look across the waters to see if her husband’s vessel is in sight.

II. We do not know when our Lord will come.—The date is not revealed to us. Indeed, by a divinely ordered and marvellous commingling of light and obscurity, the teaching of Scripture has brought about this phenomenal result—that each succeeding generation has been able to look upon our Lord’s return as imminent; so that to men taught in the Word and skilled to observe the signs of the times, the expectation of Christ’s return has been a reality and not a make-believe. The hope has not died away because the fulfilment has been so long delayed. The true believer steadily refuses to look forward to death. Death and dissolution may come—we, of course, admit it—but only if the Lord tarry. But there is no ‘if’ as to the Lord’s return. That is a certainty—it is part of the word which cannot be broken. So the Second Advent is a certainty, while death is only a possibility; and the true Christian rings out in joyous song:—

‘But, Lord,’tis for Thee, for Thy coming, we wait;

The sky, not the grave, is our goal.’

III. Now we are looking for this our blessed hope.—You know the power of a new interest, the constraining influence of one mastering thought. Christ is coming. Let this be the new interest in your life; let this be the mastering thought. No thought can be a mastering thought if it is only a speculation. Christ’s coming is not a speculation but a certainty. No thought can exercise a constraining influence unless the cold and bare reason is reinforced by a lively imagination and a warm affection. So knowledge of the law of retribution will not suffice to control us, but the thought of the return of our Lord Jesus as Bridegroom and Master and King will. This blessed hope will teach us what life really is.

Rev. F. S. Webster.

Illustration
‘This upward look is a sure mark of the true Church, for if we abandon it we make void more than half the promises of God. Taking the Messianic prophecies as a whole, the Advent in power and glory is more prominent than the Advent in humiliation and suffering. The Jews were not wrong in looking for the earthly reign of their Messiah. It is mere playing with words to pretend that Gabriel’s message to the Virgin Mary—“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give unto Him the Throne of His father David; and He shall reign over the House of Israel for ever”—has been fulfilled. Christ has not yet received the Throne of His father David. True, indeed, He has, through His Resurrection and Ascension, received the first instalment of “the sure mercies of David,” and is crowned before the angels with glory and honour; but this is not all that the Prophets set forth in such glowing pictures. Not yet are “His enemies made His footstool”; not yet has the chosen nation greeted him with the cry, “Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord”; not yet have men begun to beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning-hooks beneath His sceptre. The disciples saw this clearly when they asked, on the day of the Ascension, “Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” It was too soon to give them the full revelation of the hidden mystery, afterwards granted to St. Paul, that before the kingdom should be given to Israel, a new kingdom, the hidden kingdom of the Holy Spirit, the Church of Christ, should be set up.

(THIRD OUTLINE)

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE ADVENT
Why is the coming of Christ a ‘blessed Hope’ to the Christian?

I. Because he will be with Christ.—He promises this (John 14:3; John 17:24; see also 1 Thessalonians 4:17 and 2 Thessalonians 2:1). Here is the very climax of the Christian’s hope—‘our gathering together unto Him.’ Here is the very glory of the glory, the heaven of heavens!

II. And at Christ’s coming every true believer will be like Christ (see Philippians 3:20-21).—Here on earth it is the body that drags the soul down, but when the Master comes, the body of every saint will be made pure and dazzling, bright with immortal beauty. For He that sits on the throne will say, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’ Now the believer has the victory over the power of sin, then he will be free from its presence.

III. For that blessed hope we look with patience and diligence.—The keynote of 1 Thessalonians is hope, and of 2 Thessalonians, patience. The pith of the Epistle is just this: ‘I do not say Christ is really here—only wait patiently for Him; that if He comes in your day He may find you doing the work He has given you to do.’

—Rev. F. Harper.

Illustration
‘The 19th of May, 1780, is memorable as the date of a strange phenomenon of darkness which overspread the state of Connecticut. Domestic fowls retired to roost; the song-birds of the woods were hushed; the people for the most part believed the end of all things to be at hand. Some members of the Legislative Council, which was in session, wished to adjourn. The chairman replied, “If the judgment-day be come, I would like the great Lord of us all to find me at my post, and in my duty; and therefore shall order lights to be brought in, and go on.”’

Verse 15
SINCERITY OF LIFE
‘Let no man despise thee.’

Titus 2:15
The word for ‘despise’ which St. Paul uses here occurs nowhere else in the New Testament, and it suggests the possibility of a fault existing in Titus himself and giving occasion to his enemies to suspect his sincerity. It might be translated, ‘Let no man turn you over in his mind,’ ‘Let no man speculate about you.’ He warns Titus to live such a transparently sincere and straightforward life that no man should have any cause to wonder whether he really was all that he professed to be. His life was to echo that which his lips declared.

‘Let no man despise thee.’ Does not this message set some of us thinking very seriously and very solemnly to-day? Shall I remind you what men despise?

I. Men despise inconsistency and insincerity.—Do we bear the clear and unmistakable likeness of the King in our daily conduct? Or do men find a difficulty in tracing the royal lineaments upon us, and consequently view our profession of Christianity with suspicion? Remember that the only side of our religion which is patent and palpable to the world is our daily life. Our faith may be very firm and strong, but the world cannot see it. ‘Show me thy faith by thy works.’

II. Men despise faintheartedness and cowardice.—The man who has the courage of his opinions, and who speaks with all the earnestness of sincere conviction, is the man who will be respected even by those who differ from him. Are we ready to do this for the sake of the Lord Jesus? How often we deny our Master by our silence just as basely as Peter denied Him by his speech!

Illustration
‘I remember a remark once made to me by a professional man who was a confirmed sceptic. We had been discussing the evidences of Christianity, and he was honest enough to allow that his own arguments did not quite satisfy himself; they still left something to be desired. “But,” he added, “there is one thing I never can make out. I cannot understand how it is that Christians, believing such a splendid truth as they profess to believe, should be so much afraid of speaking about it. My neighbour is a good Christian man, and yet he has never broached the subject to me all the years I have known him; I very much doubt if he has ever spoken about Christ even to his own children. Why,” said my friend, “if I really believed what you Christians believe, I couldn’t keep it to myself. I should want to stand all day at a street corner and tell every one who passed by.”’

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 4
THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
‘The kindness of God our Saviour, and His love toward man,’

Titus 3:4 (R.V.)

The message of Christmas affects each of us in different ways at different times, for it deeply concerns our whole humanity.

I. It never loses its power.—Men and women whose hearts are untouched by other great facts of Divine revelation feel strangely thrilled as their ears catch the angels’ tidings of the birth of the Virgin’s Son.

II. Christmas appeals to the primary instincts of humanity.—It meets man’s deepest needs; and if those without the Church feel a new glow at this season, surely we who are accustomed to meet here must be more deeply moved still.

III. We pass beyond the outward expressions of the joy to the inner meaning of which everything else is but a sign. ‘The Word was made Flesh and dwelt among us.’ The Incarnation is the making of God poor that we may be made rich.

Rev. S. Kirshbaum.

(SECOND OUTLINE)

THE PHILANTHROPY OF GOD
In what does wealth consist? Not surely in money, not even in knowledge. What are the most precious things, the things we hold most dear? We think of home, and we realise the glory of motherhood and the dignity of childhood.

I. Through the Incarnation we have become inestimably wealthy—

(a) In the power of home which binds hearts together indestructibly.

(b) In the riches of Christian literature and art springing through the centuries from that humble home at Bethlehem.

(c) In the new spirit which helps us in that work which is so trying to body and brain, for the whole routine of life is known to God, Who became a labourer in the city of Nazareth. All this true wealth is ours in this world through the Incarnation.

II. What then shall we say of the treasure and Divine riches given to us for the sustenance of our spiritual life, of the grace of Jesus Christ in His Church and in His sacrament, of the knowledge of His will in His inspired word and through His ministers, of the hope of everlasting life which binds earth and heaven? The kindness and philanthropy of God! In all parts of the world men are even now gleaning these riches of Christ’s poverty, the riches of an inheritance which is incorruptible and fadeth not away.

III. A Challenge to imitate His example.—As we consider the message of Christmas and realise all that that means, we find in it not only a gospel of infinite joy, but also a challenge to imitate the example of Him Who has made this wealth ours. ‘Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus’—the mind of true philanthropy. Christmas is the festival of kindness. Through the Incarnation philanthropy has acquired a new meaning.

Rev. S. Kirshbaum.

Illustrations
(1) ‘It is not to be asserted that there were no efforts to alleviate poverty and suffering before the Incarnation. The sympathies of humanity have had some expression at every period of the world’s history, and we know that the Roman noble gloried in giving alms to the beggar. But still there was nothing like the Christian conviction of the obligation resting upon each man to do all in his power wisely to alleviate misery.’

(2) ‘There is nothing in Christ’s teaching, or in the teaching of His Apostles, which approves of indiscriminate almsgiving. We must give ourselves trouble to see that our charity is always well advised, and that it is not a generous giving to comfort ourselves independently of the result of our bounty. The kindness and philanthropy exhibited in the Incarnation is our pattern.’

Verse 5
LEST ANY MAN SHOULD BOAST
‘Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.’

Titus 3:5
St. Paul had left Titus in Crete, ‘to set in order the things that were wanting, and to ordain elders in every city,’ as he had appointed him. For his help and guidance, he addressed to him this Epistle, in which he sets forth the conduct he was to maintain, the discipline he was to enforce, and the doctrines he was to teach. In the text there is a clear statement of some important doctrines.

I. Salvation is not by works—

(a) Became of our relation to God.—We are His creatures; we owe Him everything always.

(b) Because of our moral inability to perform works of righteousness.

(c) Because every attempt to procure salvation by works implies the principle of ‘value for value.’

II. The true source and character of salvation.

(a) It has its origin in Gods kindness and love toward man (Titus 3:4).

(b) His kindness and love were manifested through Jesus Christ our Saviour (Titus 3:6).

(c) This salvation includes justification by His grace, adoption into His family by His love, regeneration by the power of the Holy Ghost, the blessed hope of eternal life while here, and the blessed reality of eternal life hereafter (Titus 3:5; Titus 3:7).

Illustration
‘There is no doubt that those men were right who, a hundred years ago or less, declared to a self-satisfied world that the true cure for all moral evil was, not sound moral advice, too good to be followed, not earnest moral effort which the sinful soul was unable to make, or at least to sustain, but the reception of a cleansing power from without, that the soul must be supernaturally, miraculously, divinely, undeservedly delivered from its evil past, if it were ever to start on a new and better life, if it were ever to be made natural to it to do good or possible for it to deserve well. Nothing short of a miracle can put a sinner in the way of repentance.’

(SECOND OUTLINE)

ALL OF MERCY
The words of our text occur in the passage appointed as the Second Lesson for the evening of Christmas Day. The selection is appropriate and wholesome. In the midst of family and other festivities—consecrated, as we hope they are, by the abiding presence of the Master—we need to have our minds recalled to the great fact of Christmas, what it is, and what it means to us. We should ever remember that it was ‘for us men and for our salvation’ that the Lord Jesus Christ ‘came down from heaven and was Incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary.’ Christmas means to us the manifestation of God’s mercy, and it is ‘according to His mercy He saved us.’

I. A neglected truth.—We have been taught the way of salvation again and again, and yet so anxious are men to find their own way to heaven, that they neglect to take in and appropriate the great truth that it is by the mercy of God, and by that alone, that we are saved. Just as in the days of the early Church, when St. Paul found it necessary to press home upon all men that it is ‘not by works of righteousness which we have done,’ so now we clergy have to be constantly reminding our people, and reminding ourselves, that salvation is not by ‘works,’ but through God’s mercy in Christ Jesus. Men and brethren, keep this truth ever before you; neglect it no longer; think of it day by day; let it be the inspiration of your daily life.

II. Trust your works of righteousness no longer.—They are but poor and weak works at the best, and when we have done all that is required of us we are still unprofitable servants. You lose the joy of Christian service if you do these works with any sort of feeling that they may after all be of some use in atoning for past neglect or past sin. Works performed in that spirit are dead; but when, recognising that it is God’s mercy that saves us, our hearts are filled with love and gratitude to Him, the works that flow from a heart of love become a living power in the world.

III. Salvation according to mercy.—It is a precious truth; hold it fast. Salvation is a big word and covers every relation of life.

(a) Salvation from the punishment of sin.

(b) Salvation from the guilt of sin.

(c) Salvation from the power of sin.

(d) Salvation unto holiness.

And all this is ‘according to His mercy.’ We have no power of ourselves to help ourselves, but His mercy endureth for ever.

Illustration
‘We are often told that Gospel teaching is far away from daily life, and some people go the length of saying that the central doctrine of the substitutionary work of Jesus Christ is an immoral doctrine. I am not going to discuss the latter statement now. If the former one is ever true, it is the fault of the preacher, not of the message. Rightly understood and presented, the great body of truth which we call the Gospel grips daily life very tightly, while on the other hand, of all the impotent things in this world, none are more impotent than exhortations to be good, which are cut away from the great truth of God’s mercy. If it be true that the best foundatiou for all practical godliness is in the possession of the great message of God’s mercy, it follows that Christian people ought to familiarise themselves with the practical side of their faith as the motive and the pattern for holy living.’

