《Scofield Reference Notes – 1 John》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of 1 John 

WRITER: The Apostle John, as unbroken tradition affirms, and as internal evidence and comparison with the Gospel of John prove. 

DATE: Probably A.D. 90 

THEME: First John is a family letter from the Father to His "little children" who are in the world. With the possible exception of the Song of Solomon, it is the most intimate of the inspired writings. The world is viewed as without. The sin of a believer is treated as a child's offence against his Father, and is dealt with as a family matter ( 1 John 1:9 ; 2:1 ). The moral government of the universe is not in question. The child's sin as an offence against the law had been met in the Cross, and "Jesus Christ the righteous" is now his "Advocate with the Father." John's Gospel leads across the threshold of the Father's house; his first Epistle makes us at home there. A tender word is used for "children," teknia, "born ones," or "bairns." Paul is occupied with our public position as sons; John with our nearness as born-ones of the Father. 

First John is in two principal divisions. 

1. The family with the Father, 1:1-3:24. 

2. The family and the world, 4:1-5:21. 

There is a secondary analysis in each division of which occurs the phrase, "My little children," as follows: 

1. Introductory, the incarnation, 1:1,2. 

2. The little children and fellowship1:3-2:14 

3. The little children and secular and "religious" world2:15-28. 

4. How the little children may know each other, 2:29-3:10 

5. How the little children must live together, 3:11-24. 

6. Parenthetic: How the little children may know false teachers, 4:1-6. 

7. The little children assured and warned, 4:7-5:21. 

01 Chapter 1 
1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

light 

What it is to "walk in the light" is explained by 1 John 1:8-10 . "All things. . .are made manifest by the light" Ephesians 5:13 The presence of God brings the consciousness of sin in the nature 1 John 1:8 and sins in the life 1 John 1:9 1 John 1:10 . The blood of Christ is the divine provision for both. To walk in the light is to live in fellowship with the Father and the Son. Sin interrupts, but confession restores that fellowship. Immediate confession keeps the fellowship unbroken. 

light (See Scofield "Exodus 27:20") 

02 Chapter 2 
2:1  My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

advocate 

Advocacy is that work of Jesus Christ for sinning saints which He carries on with the Father whereby, because of the eternal efficacy of His own sacrifice, He restores them to fellowship. CF Psalms 23:3 . (See Scofield "John 13:10") . 

sin Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

2:2  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

propitiation (Greek - iJlasmov , that which propitiates). (See Scofield "Romans 3:25") . 

the sins Omit words "the sins.". 

world kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

2:3  And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 

commandments 

John uses "commandments" 

(1) in the general sense of the divine will, however revealed, "his word" ( 2:5 ); and 

(2) especially of the law of Christ Galatians 6:2 ; 2 John 1:5 . See, also, John 15:10-12 . 

2:5  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 

perfect 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

2:12  I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. 

sins 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

2:13  I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father. 

little children 

The little ones of the family; (See Scofield "1 John 2:28") . 

2:15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

world 

kosmos = world-system. 1 John 3:13 ; John 7:7 . (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") . 

2:19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 

went out from us 

"Went out from us," that is, doctrinally. Doubtless then, as now, the deniers of the Son 1 John 2:22 1 John 2:23 still called themselves Christians. Cf 2 Timothy 1:15 . 

2:28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 

little children 

The general term for all children. 

03 Chapter 3 
3:1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

world 

kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

3:4  Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 

committeth sin practiseth sin practiseth also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 

sin Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") 

3:7  Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 

righteousness 

"Righteousness" here, and in the passages having marginal references to this, means the righteous life which is the result of salvation through Christ. The righteous man under law became righteous by doing righteously; under grace he does righteously because he has been made righteous Romans 3:22 . 

(See Scofield "Romans 10:3") 

3:10  In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "1 John 3:7") . 

3:13  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 

world 

kosmos = world-system. 1 John 4:3-5 ; John 7:7 . (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") . 

04 Chapter 4 
4:3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 

world kosmos = world-system. 1 John 5:4 1 John 5:5 1 John 5:19 ; John 7:7 . (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") . 

4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 

world 

kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

propitiation 

(Greek - iJlasmov ). (See Scofield "1 John 2:2") . 

4:12  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

perfected 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

4:14  And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

Saviour (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

world kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

perfect 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

05 Chapter 5 

5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

world 

kosmos = world-system. Revelation 11:15 ; John 7:7 . (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") . 

5:7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 

v. 7 

It is generally agreed that v.7 has no real authority, and has been inserted. 1 John 5:7 . 

5:8  And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 

in earth Omit "in earth." 

agree Or, are to one point or purpose. 

5:16  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 

sin 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

