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Published in 1939-1940, this is a timeless collection of Biblical analysis, exposition, and truths with a unique blend of literary creativity. The metaphor of a water well perfectly describes the depth of thought and spiritual clarity.

This commentary began from the author's sermon notes and was published in 14 volumes.

Dr. Robert Edward Neighbour worked extensively with Southern Baptist missions and pastored a number of churches, including the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, GA. While there, he started the Baptist Bible Union and left the Southern Baptist denomination behind. After a number of years at the helm of the BBU, he left and continued his work as an evangelist and missionary until his death in 1945.
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Verses 1-6
Christ Versus the Antichrist 
Psalms 1:1-6 ; Psalms 2:1-9 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. Satan an adept at counterfeits. As we enter into our study in the Psalms, we must first get the great message of the Psalms before us. The Lord Himself began with Moses and with all the Prophets and expounded in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. He also affirmed that all things written in Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Himself, must be fulfilled. 

Christ therefore is the center of the Psalms as He is of the other Old Testament Books. However, as Christ appears on the scene in the Psalms, so also does the antichrist appear as the chief adversary of Christ. 

If Christ is the "blessed Man" of Psalms 1:1-6 , so is the antichrist the "ungodly man." It is because of this conflict between Christ and the antichrist that we have placed as the head of our first thought, Satan an adept at counterfeits. 
If God has His churches; Satan will have his churches. If Christ and His preachers proclaim righteousness by faith, Satan and his preachers will proclaim righteousness by self-effort both, however, proclaim righteousness. If God has His Christ; Satan will have his antichrist. If God is light, Satan will transform himself as an angel of light. 

2. The devilish trinity. From the beginning the Bible presents the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Three in One, and One in Three. Satan will also consummate a devilish trinity in the last times. The devilish trinity, as an imitation of the real Trinity, will be Satan, the antichrist and the false prophet. 

Here is a mystery of iniquity that has already begun to work It was being sown in Paul's day; it will ripen in the last days. Satan offered to Christ the kingdoms of this world and the glory of them if He would fall down and worship him. Christ refused. The man of sin, however, will do exactly what Christ would not do. He "will accept the place of a devil worshiper, and because of this he will be clothed with all of Satan's power and cunning. The false prophet will be added to the satanic combine, and thus the evil trinity will be formed. This trinity will operate among men during the last half of the Great Tribulation. 

3. The conflict of the ages. From the beginning of earth's history Satan has dared to fight against God. The conflict, so far as man is concerned, started in the Garden of Eden, and has continued with ever-increasing fury until this hour. 

Anything that God approves, is Satan-despised. Individuals from Eden to Jacob were attacked by "the devil. Then, when Israel became a people in Jacob's day, the enemy turned his strategies against the nation. When the Church was born, she became at once the butt of Satan's attack. 

Remember that Satan is, in truth, fighting against God. He does not hate men as such, but hates them because God loves them. He likewise despises the regenerate because they are sent forth to carry God's Gospel of redemption to every creature. 

The Book of Ephesians, in Ephesians 6:1-24 , tells us plainly that we wrestle against principalities and powers in the Heavenlies. How necessary therefore is it that we should go forth panoplied with the whole armor of God. 

Ours is no small and insignificant conflict Nevertheless we need not fear nor become discouraged, because our Lord has already conquered the wicked one, and in Him we are more than conquerers. 

I. THE THREEFOLD MARKS OF THE BLESSED MAN (Psalms 1:1 ) 
1. He walks not in the counsel of the ungodly. 

2. He standeth not in the way of sinners. 

3. He sitteth not in the seat of the scornful. 

1. The blessed Man walks not in the counsel of the ungodly. It was Augustine, in the third century, who wrote, "The Blessed Man of the first Psalm is none other than the adorable Person of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ." 

That Blessed Man, even our Lord, never had His ear opened to Satan's wiles. He was ready to cast an "It is written" over against every subtle attack of the devil. Hunger and thirst could not move Him one iota from His fidelity to God. 

Would that we who are His, and are in Him, would ever prove impregnable to Satan's counsels. Eve accepted the tempter's words, and walked in his counsels, so also did Adam. Not so did Christ the Second Man, and the Last Adam. 

2. The blessed Man standeth not in the way of sinners. Perhaps the first meaning in this is that Christ came not as sinners come. All others among men were born under sin, with a sinful nature; Christ was born without sin; with no sin in Him. He was man, but sinless man. He was not human in the sense that we are human; for "human nature" means a nature partaking of the sins of the flesh, He was begotten of the Holy Ghost, and is Scripturally affirmed to be "that Holy Thing." 
He was man, because He had a body like ours, and because He came of the line of David after the flesh; He also was God. 

3. The blessed Man sitteth not in the seat of the scornful. He sat with sinners and ate with them, but He did not fellowship with them in their sins. He neither entered into their ways, nor into their scornful sayings. Jude speaks in the Spirit of the hard sayings or speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him; in all such things the Blessed Man, and saved and blessed men, have no part. 

II. THE THREEFOLD MARKS OF THE BLESSED MAN POSITIVELY STATED (Psalms 1:2-3 ) 
1. He delights in the Law of the Lord. 

2. He meditates in the Law day and night. 

3. He is like a fruitful tree. 

1. The blessed Man delights in the Law of the Lord. Here is an affirmation concerning the Lord Jesus Christ which is distinctively true. He who is the Word, certainly delights in the Word. He who gave the Law, beyond doubt is pleased with the Law. 

The Lord however delighted in the Law in that He placed Himself under the Law, and fulfilled it. He went so far as to bear the curse of the Law, which fell upon us who broke it, and who delighted not in it. While we are not under Law for redemption, let us, as the saved, delight in its demands. We keep the Law because it was written for our good. 

2. The blessed Man meditates in the Law day and night. Here is a command, several times given to Joshua in the 1st chapter of the Book bearing his name. Mark the words of Joshua 1:8 : "This Book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein." Christ, who gave this injunction to Joshua, Himself perfectly kept the Law which He asked others to keep. 

Let us, as Christians, seek to know His will and to do it, then we shall make our way prosperous and have good success. The commands of the Lord are to be memorized, but they are, above that, to be obeyed. 

3. The blessed Man is like a fruitful tree. This is the promise relative to Christ He was indeed a fruitful Tree. He went about doing good, and He was blessed in His deeds. The Shulamite of the Song of Songs says, "My Beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards of Engedi." Then Christ, the Shepherd Lover, says, "A garden inclosed is My sister, My spouse." 

Thus we rejoice in the words of Christ, "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit." 

III. THE UNGODLY DESCRIBED (Psalms 1:4-6 ) 
1. They are like chaff driven away. 

2. They shall not stand in the judgment. 

3. They shall perish in their way. 

1. The ungodly one is like chaff which is driven away. The ungodly one preeminently is the antichrist, just as the Blessed One is Christ. That the ungodly one will arise only to be swept away as chaff is clearly taught in many Scriptures. For a while, Daniel tells us, he will practice and prosper. After but a few fleeting years have passed, however, the Lord will come and destroy him with the breath of His lips and with the brightness of His Coming. 

So also shall all of the ungodly, who follow after the ungodly one, perish. The wicked are more than once described as the chaff of the field which the wind driveth away. They are like the grass which withereth away. 

2. The ungodly one shall not stand in the judgment. Many deny the fact that there will ever be a judgment of any kind. There are, nevertheless, several judgments. The one that will sweep down the antichrist is the one that follows upon Christ's Second Advent into this inhabited earth. Note the Word of God, in Revelation, on this, line: "And (they) said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" 

Truly the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment. 

3. The ungodly one shall perish in his way. One might think of it thus: "The way of the ungodly shall perish." This is true. Asaph was troubled when he saw the prosperity of the wicked until he went into the House of the Lord, and understood their latter end. Then he said, "Surely Thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction." 

Thus it is that in life the wicked often lose their possessions, which perish in an evil day, or, in death they are taken away from all that they call good. 

IV. THE NATIONS GATHER AGAINST THE BLESSED MAN (Psalms 2:1-3 ) 
1. The heathen rage. 

2. The kings set themselves against the Lord. 

3. The nations seek to cast away their subjection to the Lord. 

We now come into the Second Psalm where the Blessed Man and the Ungodly Man, Christ and the antichrist, come together in the great final conflict of the ages, commonly known as "Armageddon." 

1. The heathen rage. Where there is rage there is uncontrollable wrath. The word carries with it the thought of madness, gone wild. It describes a people moving to and fro, with their pent-up wrath breaking loose upon them. The word "rage" suggests that the nations have broken loose from all the tie's that bind them to God, and are ready to rush against the Almighty in order to pour out their vengeance against Him. 

The language of verse one shows that a climax in sin has been reached, All restraint is thrown to the winds, caution is gone. We are reminded of the time, in the days of Stephen, when the people put their fingers into their ears and rushed against him like mad, stoning him to death. 

2. The kings of the earth set themselves against the Lord. Back of the rage of the populace, is the planning and the intrigue of the kings and the rulers of the earth. These kings "set themselves"; they, as it were, clench their fists, set their teeth in a dogmatic purpose to overthrow the Son of God. 

Just this is what happened at the crucifixion. The populace raged against Christ, they surged like dogs and bulls around His Cross, wagging their heads. Back of them was the Sanhedrin, nagging them on. 

3. The kings and rulers seek to cast away their subjection to Christ. They say, in effect, "We will not have this Man to rule over us." They sought to reject Christ, and to enthrone another as their king. Here is a matter of daily occurrence. Men everywhere are refusing the Lordship of Jesus Christ and are placing their own will, or that of their chief enemy, as their sovereign. 

V. THE LORD'S DISPLEASURE (Psalms 2:4-5 ) 
1. The Lord laughs at them. 

2. The Lord derides them. 

3. The Lord speaks to them. 

4. The Lord vexes them. 

1. The Lord laughs at them. There was a time when Christ met the madness of the mob in another manner. He went "as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth." Now, however, it is all different. His substitutionary work is over. He is no longer to be made sin for us. The One whom they crucified is now risen, exalted and acclaimed. 

The people "imagine a vain thing." They think that they can once again cast the Son of God, the Lover of man, beneath their feet. They think they can tear Him from the Heavens, that they can overwhelm Him by their combined power. 

Perhaps the day of grace, which followed the Cross and hovered over men during two thousand years, caused them to think that there was no power, or, perhaps, no desire in Christ to judge them. 

We know that during His earth life, a bruised reed He did not break, and a smoking flax He did not quench. As the centuries had passed, He refrained His wrath. Now, however, He laughs at them in His sore displeasure. 

2. The Lord derides them, and speaks unto them in His wrath. The time for judgment is come. He who has so long endured, and so patiently borne the enmity of those who despise Him, has, at last, come to the end of the seventy times seven. Because Christ has for so long patiently endured, does not mean that He will forever wink at the wickedness of men. 

3. The Lord vexes them. He sets His bow full of arrows, and they "are sharp in the heart of the king's enemies." Even now we hear the Father saying: "Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O Most Mighty." "Thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible things." "The people fall under Thee." Again we hear the words: "The Lord at Thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of His wrath, * * He shall fill the places with the dead bodies; He shall wound the heads over many countries." 

VI. THE FATHER ADDRESSES THE SON (Psalms 2:6-9 ) 
1. He acknowledges His Son. 

2. He pledges the nations as His inheritance. 

3. He describes how the Son's Lordship shall be obtained. 

1. He acknowledges His Son. Psalms 2:6 says: "Yet have I set My Son upon My Holy Hill of Zion." Then He adds: "I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto Me, Thou art My Son." 

He whom the kings of the earth set themselves against is the One whom the Father calls, "My Son," and "My King." The One whom the heathen reject, the Father accepts. 

First of all, God acknowledges Christ as His only begotten Son. 

Secondly, God acknowledges Christ as the predestined King upon David's throne, in the Holy Hill of Zion. 

There are many today who would join with the enemy in refusing Christ His Heirship and His reign. The little word "yet," still rings out, however. "Yet have I set My King upon My Holy Hill of Zion." 

2. He pledges the nations as the inheritance of the Son. In Psalms 2:8 , the Father says to the Son, "Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee the heathen (nations) for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession." We should learn that the investiture of the Kingdom is made in the Heavens. Let us forever cease to prate about the Church bringing in the Kingdom, through the preaching of the Gospel of Truth. The Father gives the Son the keys to the throne. 

3. He describes how the Son's Lordship shall be obtained. The Father says to the Son, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." The Gospel message cannot bring in the Kingdom, because the nations rage, and the kings of earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord of Glory. It is for this cause that the Kingdom will be set up by the dashing and the clashing of swords, at the overthrow of world governments. Every picture of Christ's Coming as King of kings, and Lord of lords is a picture of terrific judgments under which the enemy falls. 

VII. THE FATHER ADVISES THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH (Psalms 2:10-12 ) 
1. "Serve the Lord with fear." 

2. "Kiss the Son." 

3. "Trust" in the Son. 

1. "Serve the Lord with fear." Before the wrath of God falls, the Lord stands forth and cries unto the nations saying: "Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear." 

The wise nations and their rulers will not join their armies with the armies of the king's who set themselves together against the Lord. They will stand apart as they behold the ragings of the world. They will bend the knee unto the Son of God, and tremble before His presence. 

2. "Kiss the Son." It is not merely a service of fear, nor a joy of trembling, but it is the kiss of affection which the Father advises to the kings and judges of the earth. Not the kiss of a Judas, but the kiss of the Shulamite. The nations should see in the exalted Christ their salvation, their help, their sustenance. 

3. "Trust" in the son. Our chapter concludes with the words, "Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him." Psalms 2:12 tells us of the anger of the Son, of how the people will perish when His wrath is kindled but a little. The same verse, however, shows that the Son will prove a Covert from the storm to all who put their trust in Him. 

Let no one criticize God because of His wrath. God is a just God. but He is also a God of love. God is not willing that any should perish but that all should be saved. When, however, men rage against Him, set themselves against Him, take counsel together against Him, what else can a just God do but laugh at their madness, and to vex them in His sore displeasure? The same God, however, in the midst of His wrath pronounces blessing upon those who trust Him. It is John 3:16 over again; they who believe shall not perish, but they who believe not, the wrath of God abides upon them. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
As the power of the antichrist grows more intense, the persecution against saints will deepen. What then? Shall we run for pity and commiserate ourselves on our trials? God forbid, A. B. Simpson says some things apropos just here: 

The Apostle Peter tells us some very comforting things about our trials. They are "for a season." There is a "need be," which we shall some time understand. The trial itself is "much more precious than of gold that perisheth." And it will "be found unto praise and honour and glory at the Appearing of Jesus Christ." These three words are not repetitions. "Praise" expresses the thankfulness with which we ourselves will look back on all the things that once seemed so hard, and praise Him for the inexorable love that let us suffer to gain such blessing. The "honour" refers to the bearing of our victorious suffering for the glory of God. It reflects honor on Christ. And the "glory" looks forward to the recompense when our "light affliction, which is but for a moment," will have worked out for us yonder "a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

The only way we can win the crown is by suffering and sacrifice. Some day our teardrops will be transformed to jewels of unfading luster. * * Trial is our business, suffering our occupation. Suppose a soldier were to complain to his captain that the enemy had been firing on him, and that he did not enlist for any such purpose, and was unwilling to submit to that kind of treatment. We can imagine his commander saying, "My boy, the business of a soldier is to be fired at." Shall we cease to complain about the wrongs of men or murmur against the chastenings of our Father and say, "The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?" 
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Verses 1-9
Christ Versus the Antichrist 
Psalms 1:1-6 ; Psalms 2:1-9 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. Satan an adept at counterfeits. As we enter into our study in the Psalms, we must first get the great message of the Psalms before us. The Lord Himself began with Moses and with all the Prophets and expounded in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. He also affirmed that all things written in Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Himself, must be fulfilled. 

Christ therefore is the center of the Psalms as He is of the other Old Testament Books. However, as Christ appears on the scene in the Psalms, so also does the antichrist appear as the chief adversary of Christ. 

If Christ is the "blessed Man" of Psalms 1:1-6 , so is the antichrist the "ungodly man." It is because of this conflict between Christ and the antichrist that we have placed as the head of our first thought, Satan an adept at counterfeits. 
If God has His churches; Satan will have his churches. If Christ and His preachers proclaim righteousness by faith, Satan and his preachers will proclaim righteousness by self-effort both, however, proclaim righteousness. If God has His Christ; Satan will have his antichrist. If God is light, Satan will transform himself as an angel of light. 

2. The devilish trinity. From the beginning the Bible presents the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Three in One, and One in Three. Satan will also consummate a devilish trinity in the last times. The devilish trinity, as an imitation of the real Trinity, will be Satan, the antichrist and the false prophet. 

Here is a mystery of iniquity that has already begun to work It was being sown in Paul's day; it will ripen in the last days. Satan offered to Christ the kingdoms of this world and the glory of them if He would fall down and worship him. Christ refused. The man of sin, however, will do exactly what Christ would not do. He "will accept the place of a devil worshiper, and because of this he will be clothed with all of Satan's power and cunning. The false prophet will be added to the satanic combine, and thus the evil trinity will be formed. This trinity will operate among men during the last half of the Great Tribulation. 

3. The conflict of the ages. From the beginning of earth's history Satan has dared to fight against God. The conflict, so far as man is concerned, started in the Garden of Eden, and has continued with ever-increasing fury until this hour. 

Anything that God approves, is Satan-despised. Individuals from Eden to Jacob were attacked by "the devil. Then, when Israel became a people in Jacob's day, the enemy turned his strategies against the nation. When the Church was born, she became at once the butt of Satan's attack. 

Remember that Satan is, in truth, fighting against God. He does not hate men as such, but hates them because God loves them. He likewise despises the regenerate because they are sent forth to carry God's Gospel of redemption to every creature. 

The Book of Ephesians, in Ephesians 6:1-24 , tells us plainly that we wrestle against principalities and powers in the Heavenlies. How necessary therefore is it that we should go forth panoplied with the whole armor of God. 

Ours is no small and insignificant conflict Nevertheless we need not fear nor become discouraged, because our Lord has already conquered the wicked one, and in Him we are more than conquerers. 

I. THE THREEFOLD MARKS OF THE BLESSED MAN (Psalms 1:1 ) 
1. He walks not in the counsel of the ungodly. 

2. He standeth not in the way of sinners. 

3. He sitteth not in the seat of the scornful. 

1. The blessed Man walks not in the counsel of the ungodly. It was Augustine, in the third century, who wrote, "The Blessed Man of the first Psalm is none other than the adorable Person of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ." 

That Blessed Man, even our Lord, never had His ear opened to Satan's wiles. He was ready to cast an "It is written" over against every subtle attack of the devil. Hunger and thirst could not move Him one iota from His fidelity to God. 

Would that we who are His, and are in Him, would ever prove impregnable to Satan's counsels. Eve accepted the tempter's words, and walked in his counsels, so also did Adam. Not so did Christ the Second Man, and the Last Adam. 

2. The blessed Man standeth not in the way of sinners. Perhaps the first meaning in this is that Christ came not as sinners come. All others among men were born under sin, with a sinful nature; Christ was born without sin; with no sin in Him. He was man, but sinless man. He was not human in the sense that we are human; for "human nature" means a nature partaking of the sins of the flesh, He was begotten of the Holy Ghost, and is Scripturally affirmed to be "that Holy Thing." 
He was man, because He had a body like ours, and because He came of the line of David after the flesh; He also was God. 

3. The blessed Man sitteth not in the seat of the scornful. He sat with sinners and ate with them, but He did not fellowship with them in their sins. He neither entered into their ways, nor into their scornful sayings. Jude speaks in the Spirit of the hard sayings or speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him; in all such things the Blessed Man, and saved and blessed men, have no part. 

II. THE THREEFOLD MARKS OF THE BLESSED MAN POSITIVELY STATED (Psalms 1:2-3 ) 
1. He delights in the Law of the Lord. 

2. He meditates in the Law day and night. 

3. He is like a fruitful tree. 

1. The blessed Man delights in the Law of the Lord. Here is an affirmation concerning the Lord Jesus Christ which is distinctively true. He who is the Word, certainly delights in the Word. He who gave the Law, beyond doubt is pleased with the Law. 

The Lord however delighted in the Law in that He placed Himself under the Law, and fulfilled it. He went so far as to bear the curse of the Law, which fell upon us who broke it, and who delighted not in it. While we are not under Law for redemption, let us, as the saved, delight in its demands. We keep the Law because it was written for our good. 

2. The blessed Man meditates in the Law day and night. Here is a command, several times given to Joshua in the 1st chapter of the Book bearing his name. Mark the words of Joshua 1:8 : "This Book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein." Christ, who gave this injunction to Joshua, Himself perfectly kept the Law which He asked others to keep. 

Let us, as Christians, seek to know His will and to do it, then we shall make our way prosperous and have good success. The commands of the Lord are to be memorized, but they are, above that, to be obeyed. 

3. The blessed Man is like a fruitful tree. This is the promise relative to Christ He was indeed a fruitful Tree. He went about doing good, and He was blessed in His deeds. The Shulamite of the Song of Songs says, "My Beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards of Engedi." Then Christ, the Shepherd Lover, says, "A garden inclosed is My sister, My spouse." 

Thus we rejoice in the words of Christ, "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit." 

III. THE UNGODLY DESCRIBED (Psalms 1:4-6 ) 
1. They are like chaff driven away. 

2. They shall not stand in the judgment. 

3. They shall perish in their way. 

1. The ungodly one is like chaff which is driven away. The ungodly one preeminently is the antichrist, just as the Blessed One is Christ. That the ungodly one will arise only to be swept away as chaff is clearly taught in many Scriptures. For a while, Daniel tells us, he will practice and prosper. After but a few fleeting years have passed, however, the Lord will come and destroy him with the breath of His lips and with the brightness of His Coming. 

So also shall all of the ungodly, who follow after the ungodly one, perish. The wicked are more than once described as the chaff of the field which the wind driveth away. They are like the grass which withereth away. 

2. The ungodly one shall not stand in the judgment. Many deny the fact that there will ever be a judgment of any kind. There are, nevertheless, several judgments. The one that will sweep down the antichrist is the one that follows upon Christ's Second Advent into this inhabited earth. Note the Word of God, in Revelation, on this, line: "And (they) said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" 

Truly the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment. 

3. The ungodly one shall perish in his way. One might think of it thus: "The way of the ungodly shall perish." This is true. Asaph was troubled when he saw the prosperity of the wicked until he went into the House of the Lord, and understood their latter end. Then he said, "Surely Thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction." 

Thus it is that in life the wicked often lose their possessions, which perish in an evil day, or, in death they are taken away from all that they call good. 

IV. THE NATIONS GATHER AGAINST THE BLESSED MAN (Psalms 2:1-3 ) 
1. The heathen rage. 

2. The kings set themselves against the Lord. 

3. The nations seek to cast away their subjection to the Lord. 

We now come into the Second Psalm where the Blessed Man and the Ungodly Man, Christ and the antichrist, come together in the great final conflict of the ages, commonly known as "Armageddon." 

1. The heathen rage. Where there is rage there is uncontrollable wrath. The word carries with it the thought of madness, gone wild. It describes a people moving to and fro, with their pent-up wrath breaking loose upon them. The word "rage" suggests that the nations have broken loose from all the tie's that bind them to God, and are ready to rush against the Almighty in order to pour out their vengeance against Him. 

The language of verse one shows that a climax in sin has been reached, All restraint is thrown to the winds, caution is gone. We are reminded of the time, in the days of Stephen, when the people put their fingers into their ears and rushed against him like mad, stoning him to death. 

2. The kings of the earth set themselves against the Lord. Back of the rage of the populace, is the planning and the intrigue of the kings and the rulers of the earth. These kings "set themselves"; they, as it were, clench their fists, set their teeth in a dogmatic purpose to overthrow the Son of God. 

Just this is what happened at the crucifixion. The populace raged against Christ, they surged like dogs and bulls around His Cross, wagging their heads. Back of them was the Sanhedrin, nagging them on. 

3. The kings and rulers seek to cast away their subjection to Christ. They say, in effect, "We will not have this Man to rule over us." They sought to reject Christ, and to enthrone another as their king. Here is a matter of daily occurrence. Men everywhere are refusing the Lordship of Jesus Christ and are placing their own will, or that of their chief enemy, as their sovereign. 

V. THE LORD'S DISPLEASURE (Psalms 2:4-5 ) 
1. The Lord laughs at them. 

2. The Lord derides them. 

3. The Lord speaks to them. 

4. The Lord vexes them. 

1. The Lord laughs at them. There was a time when Christ met the madness of the mob in another manner. He went "as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth." Now, however, it is all different. His substitutionary work is over. He is no longer to be made sin for us. The One whom they crucified is now risen, exalted and acclaimed. 

The people "imagine a vain thing." They think that they can once again cast the Son of God, the Lover of man, beneath their feet. They think they can tear Him from the Heavens, that they can overwhelm Him by their combined power. 

Perhaps the day of grace, which followed the Cross and hovered over men during two thousand years, caused them to think that there was no power, or, perhaps, no desire in Christ to judge them. 

We know that during His earth life, a bruised reed He did not break, and a smoking flax He did not quench. As the centuries had passed, He refrained His wrath. Now, however, He laughs at them in His sore displeasure. 

2. The Lord derides them, and speaks unto them in His wrath. The time for judgment is come. He who has so long endured, and so patiently borne the enmity of those who despise Him, has, at last, come to the end of the seventy times seven. Because Christ has for so long patiently endured, does not mean that He will forever wink at the wickedness of men. 

3. The Lord vexes them. He sets His bow full of arrows, and they "are sharp in the heart of the king's enemies." Even now we hear the Father saying: "Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O Most Mighty." "Thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible things." "The people fall under Thee." Again we hear the words: "The Lord at Thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of His wrath, * * He shall fill the places with the dead bodies; He shall wound the heads over many countries." 

VI. THE FATHER ADDRESSES THE SON (Psalms 2:6-9 ) 
1. He acknowledges His Son. 

2. He pledges the nations as His inheritance. 

3. He describes how the Son's Lordship shall be obtained. 

1. He acknowledges His Son. Psalms 2:6 says: "Yet have I set My Son upon My Holy Hill of Zion." Then He adds: "I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto Me, Thou art My Son." 

He whom the kings of the earth set themselves against is the One whom the Father calls, "My Son," and "My King." The One whom the heathen reject, the Father accepts. 

First of all, God acknowledges Christ as His only begotten Son. 

Secondly, God acknowledges Christ as the predestined King upon David's throne, in the Holy Hill of Zion. 

There are many today who would join with the enemy in refusing Christ His Heirship and His reign. The little word "yet," still rings out, however. "Yet have I set My King upon My Holy Hill of Zion." 

2. He pledges the nations as the inheritance of the Son. In Psalms 2:8 , the Father says to the Son, "Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee the heathen (nations) for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession." We should learn that the investiture of the Kingdom is made in the Heavens. Let us forever cease to prate about the Church bringing in the Kingdom, through the preaching of the Gospel of Truth. The Father gives the Son the keys to the throne. 

3. He describes how the Son's Lordship shall be obtained. The Father says to the Son, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." The Gospel message cannot bring in the Kingdom, because the nations rage, and the kings of earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord of Glory. It is for this cause that the Kingdom will be set up by the dashing and the clashing of swords, at the overthrow of world governments. Every picture of Christ's Coming as King of kings, and Lord of lords is a picture of terrific judgments under which the enemy falls. 

VII. THE FATHER ADVISES THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH (Psalms 2:10-12 ) 
1. "Serve the Lord with fear." 

2. "Kiss the Son." 

3. "Trust" in the Son. 

1. "Serve the Lord with fear." Before the wrath of God falls, the Lord stands forth and cries unto the nations saying: "Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear." 

The wise nations and their rulers will not join their armies with the armies of the king's who set themselves together against the Lord. They will stand apart as they behold the ragings of the world. They will bend the knee unto the Son of God, and tremble before His presence. 

2. "Kiss the Son." It is not merely a service of fear, nor a joy of trembling, but it is the kiss of affection which the Father advises to the kings and judges of the earth. Not the kiss of a Judas, but the kiss of the Shulamite. The nations should see in the exalted Christ their salvation, their help, their sustenance. 

3. "Trust" in the son. Our chapter concludes with the words, "Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him." Psalms 2:12 tells us of the anger of the Son, of how the people will perish when His wrath is kindled but a little. The same verse, however, shows that the Son will prove a Covert from the storm to all who put their trust in Him. 

Let no one criticize God because of His wrath. God is a just God. but He is also a God of love. God is not willing that any should perish but that all should be saved. When, however, men rage against Him, set themselves against Him, take counsel together against Him, what else can a just God do but laugh at their madness, and to vex them in His sore displeasure? The same God, however, in the midst of His wrath pronounces blessing upon those who trust Him. It is John 3:16 over again; they who believe shall not perish, but they who believe not, the wrath of God abides upon them. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
As the power of the antichrist grows more intense, the persecution against saints will deepen. What then? Shall we run for pity and commiserate ourselves on our trials? God forbid, A. B. Simpson says some things apropos just here: 

The Apostle Peter tells us some very comforting things about our trials. They are "for a season." There is a "need be," which we shall some time understand. The trial itself is "much more precious than of gold that perisheth." And it will "be found unto praise and honour and glory at the Appearing of Jesus Christ." These three words are not repetitions. "Praise" expresses the thankfulness with which we ourselves will look back on all the things that once seemed so hard, and praise Him for the inexorable love that let us suffer to gain such blessing. The "honour" refers to the bearing of our victorious suffering for the glory of God. It reflects honor on Christ. And the "glory" looks forward to the recompense when our "light affliction, which is but for a moment," will have worked out for us yonder "a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

The only way we can win the crown is by suffering and sacrifice. Some day our teardrops will be transformed to jewels of unfading luster. * * Trial is our business, suffering our occupation. Suppose a soldier were to complain to his captain that the enemy had been firing on him, and that he did not enlist for any such purpose, and was unwilling to submit to that kind of treatment. We can imagine his commander saying, "My boy, the business of a soldier is to be fired at." Shall we cease to complain about the wrongs of men or murmur against the chastenings of our Father and say, "The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?" 

Verses 1-12
The Prefatory Psalms 
Psalms 1:1-6 , Psalms 2:1-12 , and Psalms 3:1-8 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The first chapter of the Psalm is its preface. You may call it, if you wish, the prefatory Psalm. It gives you the key that unlocks the whole Book. Let us enter into this Psalm by the way of the 24th of Luke; there it says that "all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me." These words tell us that the chief personage of the Psalms is not David, but Christ. 

The newspapers carry big, black type headlines, the sub-headlines follow in a finer print, and then there is given the main body of the article. God often puts the striking headlines first; then He gives you, perhaps, the second headline; and then the great body of His message. The newspapers sum up the whole article at the top of the column. Of course, if you are interested in the details, in the intricacies, you go on down through the whole reading. When you open your Bible the first thing you see is, "In the beginning God." There is your striking headline for the whole Bible. When you come over into the New Testament, it begins: "The Book of the generation of Jesus Christ." There is your headline for the second division of the Bible. 

The Book of Romans, the opening Book of the Epistles, begins: "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an Apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God, concerning His Son Jesus Christ." 
Now, let us approach the Book of the Psalms. The first chapter opens up like this: "Blessed is the man." These words convey the big black type headlines for the Psalms. If the Book of Psalms, according to Luke 24:44 , is a Book written about one man, the Lord Jesus Christ, then the "blessed man" of the first verse is none other than He. The Holy Spirit is not talking primarily about David or about saints in general. When you consider that the Book of Psalms, like all the rest of the Bible, centers in Jesus Christ, you cannot miss the personnel of the opening verse; this is especially vivid when you remember that the 1st Psalm is the preface to the Book as a whole. 

Now, what is the second headline, the sub-topic of the Book? Here it is: "The ungodly are not so." This expression "The ungodly" or its equivalent, runs through the whole Book. Two chief characters offset each other: "Blessed is the man" "The ungodly are not so." These are the two outstanding men of the Psalms The "blessed man" is the Lord Jesus Christ, and in Him all His saints; the "ungodly one" is the antichrist and with him all of those who follow him. 

I. THE BLESSEDNESS OF GOD'S BLESSED MAN (Psalms 1:1-3 ) 
First, His character is described. It is negatively stated and then positively stated. 

Negatively three things are said: "Blessed is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly who standeth not in the way of sinners who sitteth not in the seat of the scornful." We need not now enlarge on these three constructive and consecutive statements; we merely wish to emphasize that they can be truly said of the Lord Jesus Christ alone. Where else is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly? Where else is the man who standeth not in the way of sinners? Perhaps you might say the lineage, or the line, or the descent of sinners. In either case, Jesus Christ is the answer to the query. He never sprang from the loins of sinners, nor did He ever walk in their pathway. The Christian who has ceased to walk in the counsel of the ungodly, and to stand in the way of sinners, can claim such a distinction only because he is in the blessed Man, empowered by the One who knew no sin. Christ never was a sinner. Of Him it was said: "That Holy Thing that shall be born of thee." There is none other who could encompass his whole life and say, "I am the blessed man, who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly nor standeth in the way of sinners." 

Now, what about sitting in the seat of the scornful. Jesus Christ was "separate from sinners"; He never was part or parcel with those who defamed His God. 

Saints may go outside the camp with Him, bearing His reproach; they may never have fellowship in a church or a denomination where men scorn the Lord; they may never sit in the seat of those who defame the Word of God; they may refuse to darken the door of apostate churches, or to support the ministry of those who blaspheme the Son of God: yet, such an attitude is a victory of grace. "Blessed-ness" belongs inherently only to the One who was never found in the seat of the scornful. The next chapter tells us the fuller meaning of what this "scorning" includes. 

Now, positively stated. "But his delight is in the Law of the Lord; and in His Law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." 

Every word just quoted was fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ. He delighted in the Word and He was the Word; He was like a tree planted by the rivers of water and all of the rivers of water sprang from Him; all He did prospered even though He died upon the Cross in shame and spitting and in seeming defeat. 

The Lord Jesus shall yet vindicate every word spoken of Him by the Psalmist. He was a victor on the Cross, for there He despoiled principalities and powers. He is, even now, a victor, for He sits exalted far above principalities and powers. When He comes again He will be a victor over every foe, for He will cast down every power that lifts itself up against Him "Whatsoever He doeth shall prosper." 

II. THE BANE OF THE UNGODLY (Psalms 1:4-6 ) 
"The ungodly are not so." How quickly the scene changes "The ungodly are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away." The Lord will destroy the antichrist with the breath of His mouth. Like the chaff will He blow him away. When Christ sends forth judgment unto victory the ungodly one will be "like" a reed shaken of the wind and tossed; like a smoking flax that is quenched. "Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment." 

Thus, the prefatory Psalm not only presents Christ and the antichrist facing one another, but it also presents the prosperity of the former and the overthrow of the latter. This is the same story that runs through the Psalms as a whole; you will find it everywhere. The time is coming when only Christ and those who are in Him shall stand; while the antichrist and those with him shall be swept away. 

III. CHRIST VERSUS THE ANTICHRIST (Psalms 2:2-4 ) 
The second Psalm brings the conflict between Christ and the antichrist to a climax. We must turn our faces toward a far distant vista. This second Psalm has never met its fulfillment during the thirty centuries since David wrote. 

"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against His Anointed." The scene is one of the nations raging; of the peoples imagining a vain thing. Against whom are they raging? Against the Lord. Against whom are the kings of earth setting themselves? Against the Lord. What is the vain thing the people imagine? Why do "the kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and against His Anointed"? 

It is because Armageddon has come. As the age draws to its close and the antichrist is revealed, the world will vainly strive to throw off all show of allegiance to Christ. 

What is the language of the kings of the earth, the rulers and the peoples? They say: "Let us break their bands asunder and cast away their cords from us." The nations fret under the constraints of Christianity and of Christ. Against Christ, and against everything that names His Name or bears His impress they will arise saying: "Let us break away their bands from us." The antichrist will come as a religionist, but denying the Lord Jesus Christ, and everything that takes its color from Christ. For this cause the apostate nations and apostate Christendom will the more quickly rally to his standards. 

What is the next scene? "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh." The rapture of the saints (the Body of Christ) has evidently taken place. On the earth the tribulation rages, and the antichrist has been made manifest. The man of sin is heading the nations, and gathering them together against the Lord. The Lord, sitting in the heavens, laughs. He holds them in derision. What cares He though ten thousands are gathered against Him. He knows His power. He laughs at the madness of those who oppose Him. He holds their attempts in derision. He knows His strength. 

That will be an imposing spectacle when the antichrist, clothed with Satan's power, gathers together the armies of the earth. The world will tremble and be afraid, but He who sits in the heavens will laugh. He will cry: "Come on to the battle." He will deride them. 

IV. CHRIST CROWNED KING (Psalms 2:6 ) 
In spite of the fact that the nations have gathered to dethrone the Son and to cast Him out, the Father declares: "Yet have I set My Son upon the holy hill of Zion." And addressing the Son, the Father says: "Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the nations for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession" (A.S.V.). No power on earth or in hell can keep the Lord from His rightful throne. He will come and He will reign. The Father will say to the Son, "I will declare the decree, * * Thou art My SON; this day have I begotten Thee." Your mind goes back to the immaculate conception, "Therefore that holy thing that shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of God." Your mind goes back to the baptism, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Your mind goes back to the transfiguration, "This is My Son, My chosen, hear HIM." 

Thus, in the hour of tribulation, God thunders to the gathered hosts, His decree: "Thou art My Son." Then, to the Son He saith: "Ask of Me and I will give Thee the nations for Thine inheritance." No wonder that Christ, sitting at the right hand of the Father, holds the flaunting threats of the gathered nations in derision. He will vex them in His sore displeasure. God will yet set His King upon the holy hill of Zion. 

Let us go a little deeper into the Father's words: "Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten Thee." Here we have the Father's vindication of both the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection. 

In the expression "I will give Thee the nations for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession," we have the far-flung vision of what will be brought about after Christ has vexed the nations and cast out the antichrist like chaff before the summer threshing-floor. It is then that God puts His King on the holy hill of Zion. The Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ will be established after the antichrist is overwhelmed and never before. So let us not anticipate it ahead of time; neither let us join in worldly movements to establish the Kingdom. The mission of the Church is to take out of the nations a people for His Name. It is not to bring in the Messianic Kingdom. The Second Psalm tells how the Kingdom is to be brought in. Christ does not send forth His Church to carry His evangel to the uttermost part of the earth in order to establish the Kingdom. The Scripture is plain: "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron"; and, "Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." Thus will the nations learn righteousness. 

This is, briefly, the message of the Second Psalm. 

V. A STRIKING ILLUSTRATION (2 Samuel 14:25 ; 2 Samuel 15:4 ; 2 Samuel 15:10 ) 
"And in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom." The antichrist will outshine all the great men of the world; he will be universally wondered after; there will be none like him on all the earth. 

"And Absalom prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him." This demonstrates Absalom's pride. The antichrist will lift himself up above all that is called God, or that is worshiped. 

"And Absalom said, moreover, Oh, that I were made judge in the land." When the antichrist comes, he will lay deep the plot and the strategy against the Son of God. He will seek to take Christ's heirship unto himself, and to make himself king. 

And Absalom said unto his father, "Let me go and pay my vow which I vowed to the Lord in Hebron." The antichrist will enter world scenes as a religionist. There are ecclesiastics all over this land who are even now prepared to receive the antichrist. There are ecclesiastics prominent in Church circles, who know nothing of the Gospel of the Son of God, they know nothing of the vital fellowship of saints; they preach another gospel, which is not the Gospel, and they proffer a fellowship builded on a program, or, on a ministration, and not on the "unity of the faith." 

When the antichrist comes, many of the supposed theological "far-i-sees" will bid him royal welcome. He will not at the first say, "I am God"; he will undoubtedly come with flattering and elegant phrases, posing as a great religionist. The antichrist will make a league with all apostasy, now existing in the world. He, like Absalom, will come under pretense of a fervent piety. 

Now, let us observe the outcome of Absalom's perfidy. The story of David's flight is told as follows: "All the people wept with a loud voice; and all the people passed over; the king also himself passed over the brook Kidron." How remarkable it is that David went over the very brook, which the Lord passed en route to His Gethsemane. What next: "And David went up by the ascent of the Mount of Olives." The Lord Jesus left this earth by way of the same Mount of Olives, and went up into Heaven an exile from His Davidic throne. During His absence the antichrist will come into power as a usurper. 

VI. THE PRAYER OF DAVID AS HE FLED FROM ABSALOM (Psalms 3:1-8 ) 
We now study the prayer which David offered as he fled from Absalom, after he had passed over Kidron, and had gone up by the Mount of Olives. While his followers, men and women, rested and slept, David slipped away and prayed. I want you to read his prayer in Psalms 3:1-8 . 

When Zadok came out to follow David in his exile with the ark (2 Samuel 15:24-29 ), David said, "Carry back the ark of God into the city: if I shall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, He will bring me again, and shew me both it, and His habitation: but if He thus say, I have no delight in thee; behold here am I, let Him do to me as seemeth good unto Him." 

Let us leave David out of our thought, for a moment, and apply this prayer to Christ. Imagine the Lord Jesus Christ praying on the Cross and saying, "Lord, how are they increased that trouble Me, many there be that rise up against Me. Many there be which say of My soul, There is no help for Him in God." How those words remind us of the cry of the mob that surrounded the Cross! They said: "He trusteth in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him": for He said, "I am the Son of God." Christ never wavered, He never doubted, He said: "But Thou, O Lord, art a shield for Me and My glory, and the lifter up of My head." 

David said, I wakened for the Lord sustained me. I will not be afraid of ten thousands that beset themselves against me around about. 

Thus, did Christ awaken: He came forth from His tomb and from Hades a Victor, able to laugh at any onslaught that Satan or his antichrist might bring. 

There is, however, another vision of the maledictions voiced in the third Psalm. 

Not only did the enemy malign Christ during His earth-life, and as He hung upon the Cross, but after the antichrist in seeming victory, has, Absalom-like, swept everything before him, then the enemies of Christ will the more cry out against Him. 

The whole world will marvel after the "beast"; his sway will be wonderful. Then will many rise up against Christ and say: 

"Away with Christ, He was an impostor and untrue; every claim He ever made was false; even God repulsed Him and refused Him aid and He died in shame, the helpless victim of those who hated Him." 

With many words will they defame His Holy Name. Yet, even as they cry, the Lord will be seated in the heavens with the Father, receiving from Him the promise: "I will give Thee the nations for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession." 

03 Psalm 3 

Verses 1-8
David's Trust in God 
Psalms 3:1-8 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
As an introduction to the Third Psalm we want to give you a vision of the young man Absalom, the son of David, who is described as the basis of David's prayer as he fled from Absalom. 

1. Absalom's pride. The 15th chapter of Second Samuel tells us that Absalom "Prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him." The chapter preceding says: "In all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty." 

We have often read how pride and a haughty spirit go before a fall. He that exalteth himself shall be abased. He that lifteth himself up, shall be made low. Every lofty look and the haughtiness of man shall be bowed down and humbled. Our hearts ache for poor Absalom. His glory became his shame; his pride became the stumblingblock over which he fell to his destruction. 

2. Absalom's perfidy. It was so that Absalom, the one greatly admired, would rise up early and stand by the way of the gate. Thus, as the people passed to go in unto King David for judgment, Absalom first of all would greet them kindly and then say, "See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee." Thus Absalom sought to create dissatisfaction in the mind's of the people concerning his father David. He even went so far as to say, "Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice!" Yea, Absalom even went so far as to do obeisance unto those who were far beneath his royal dignity. He even put forth his hand and took and kissed them. Thus did Absalom to all Israel, who came to the king for judgment: and so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

3. Absalom's insurrection. After forty years Absalom came to David and sought leave of absence, saying that he had vowed a vow unto the Lord in Hebron. Under the guise of Divine worship and fidelity to God, and under the kiss of his father, he arose as if to go to Hebron, However, he sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel saying, "As soon as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron." 

4. David's flight. When David heard what Absalom had done, and how the hearts of the men of Israel were after him, he arose and fled, and he and all his servants passed over. They went by the way of the brook Kedron, and up by the way of the Mount of Olives. We are beginning to see, in this brief outline of Absalom's pride, perfidy, and insurrection, and in David's flight, a very graphic story of Satan and the antichrist in their conflict against the Lord Jesus. 

Our Lord too went down by the brook Kedron, and up by the way of the Mount of Olives. He who had gone about doing good, was despised and rejected of men. Christ also saw that the hearts of His people were not with Him. 

5. David's prayer. The chapter we are studying in the Psalms carries this heading, "A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom." With all of this before us, we are sure that we will be able to appreciate the study of the Psalm itself. 

If we would only look for it, we would find the story of Christ in either His life, His rejection and death, or in some other phase of His character, on practically every page of Scripture. 

I. DO SAINTS HAVE TROUBLE? (Psalms 3:1-2 ) 
1. Satan goeth about seeking whom he may devour. Our first verse opens with the words: "Lord, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me." This certainly was the story, in a nutshell, of David's whole life. When he was a shepherd boy he had to meet the bears and the lions as he guarded his sheep. When he was sent into the courts of King Saul, he had to face the javelin and the wrath, in general, of King Saul. 

While still a youth David found it necessary to flee to the mountains. He hid himself in the dens and in the caves of the earth. He passed over into the land of the Philistines. In all of his many trials, the sorest of them all, was the one brought upon him by his own son Absalom, whom he loved. 

2. In the world ye shall have tribulation. The lot of David is the lot of us all. There is no life without its clouds. There is no saint without his troubles. The nearer we walk to God, and the more valiantly we serve Him, the more will we be opposed. 

Mrs. Neighbour and I have just come over to Cuba. We were twenty-four hours on the water. All the way from Tampa to Havana we had the calmest of seas. Our ship, however, was built for stormy weather. Others have told us how the boat rolled and tossed, when struck by a storm. 

3. Hated of all men for My Name's sake. For His dear sake who was hated for us, we should be willing to be hated for Him. Shall the servant expect more than his Lord? If they have called the Master of the house, "the Lord of flies," shall we not expect to be called the same? Therefore, "Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach." 

II. THE PROTECTING LORD (Psalms 3:3 ) 
1. "Thou * * art a Shield for me." 

2. "Thou * * art * * my glory." 

3. "Thou * * art * * the Lifter up of mine head." 

1. "Thou * * art a Shield for me." David is recounting, in Psalms 3:3 , how in all of his difficulties there was One who was with him. Not only that, but he said: "Thou, O Lord, art a Shield for me." 

A shield not only protects the soldier of the Cross, but it also receives the arrows which otherwise would pierce him. The Lord is our shield: that is, the brunt of everything cast against us, falls upon Him. Has He not said, "Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you"? 

Upon the Cross, Christ took our stripes, suffered in our stead, being made sin for us. That spirit which the Master showed in His Calvary death, lives with Him still. Whenever He sees an arrow about to strike one of His own, He still jumps in front, and lets the arrow fall, as it were, upon Himself. He is our Shield. 

2. "Thou * * art * * my glory." Here is something that is illumined and made to shine the brighter by the context. In all of David's suffering, he not only found the Lord ready to take his sorrows and bear them for him, but he found the Lord ready to give unto him His glory. Where is he, who would not gladly trade his suffering for the Lord's songs; his shame for the Lord's glory? 

This is just like the Christ of Calvary. On the one hand He bore our sins in His own body upon the Tree. On the other hand, He gave us all of the glory which was His. Hear ye His words: "The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them." 

3. "Thou * * art * * the Lifter up of mine head." When weak and fainting by the way, the Lord puts His hand beneath us and lifts us up. Had it not been for the Lord, David would have fallen, never to rise. How tender is God's compassion toward us! If, like Elijah, we want to die; or, like Jonah, we utterly fail; the Lord lifts up out head. 

III. A PRAYER THAT WAS HEARD AND ANSWERED (Psalms 3:4 ) 
1. David's sin in the case of Bathsheba. As we read Psalms 3:4 , we cannot but feel that David is crying unto the Lord concerning his sin in the case of his slaying of Uriah, and his marriage with Bathsheba. 

David was a man of God. He was even a friend of God, and yet, it is possible for such an one to sin, if, for the while, he ceases to walk with God. Here is one thing about the Bible that makes it shine as a dependable, inerrant Book: it records not only the good, but the bad things concerning the children of God. 

David sinned, Moses sinned, Abraham sinned, Peter sinned. This, by no means, suggests that they had to sin, although they were, by nature, sinners. God's grace, in each case, would have been sufficient for victory. 

2. David's prayer of repentance. The 51st Psalm records this prayer. As we read it, how the genuineness of David's repentance, and the depths of his yearnings, stand forth! Thank God there is forgiveness for all of those who seek His face, confessing their sins; even as it is written, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

3. David's forgiveness. David said: " I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and He heard me out of His Holy Hill." God always hears when we cry. However, when we come to the Lord, we must come believing in His grace. Answered prayer is one of the joys of the Christian's life. 

Deliverance from our sins, and full forgiveness, open our mouth with praise. David said: "Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of Thy righteousness." 

IV. RESTING IN THE LORD (Psalms 3:5 ) 
1. "I laid me down and slept" Rest in sins pardoned. Why should not David have laid him down and slept? During a period of some two years his bones had waxed old, through their roaring all the day. He had passed through two years of anguish and of heartache. Now, since he had confessed his sin, and sought and found pardon, he naturally laid himself down and slept. He had found peace, perfect peace. 

And why should we not lie down and sleep? Our sins are washed away, our sins are gone. "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace." Even though there is no rest to the wicked; even though the wicked are like the sea with its waves dashing, and they cannot rest; the one with his sins forgiven cannot be as they. Nay, when Christ entered into our troubled heart, He said: "Peace, be still," and there was a great calm. 

2. "I awaked" a new undertaking. As soon as David had found rest in the Lord, He was fully awake to his new opportunities in service. He had said: "Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me." He had said: "Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me." He had said: "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free Spirit." Then he added these significant words: " Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways." 
3. "The Lord sustained me" strength imparted. Such is always the case. First, forgiveness; then, rest and testimony, a new power in service, and a new victory in temptation. This was Peter's experience. When he was forgiven he was restored to service, and strengthened to a new task. 

Thank God, we are not left in any depleted and weakened condition when we are restored from our backslidings. Following forgiveness, the Lord gives power. We find His grace is sufficient to meet every need. 

V. A NEW SENSE OF ASSURANCE (Psalms 3:6 ) 
1. "Perfect love casteth out fear." " I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about." All fear of the enemy had passed. A new assurance had caused David to lift up his head. Even Absalom's perfidy, and his trained army seeking to destroy him, gave him no fear. He believed in God and was not afraid. 

So it always is: when we have a commission from Heaven and we are walking in fellowship with a victorious Christ, we take His victory. We know there is nothing too hard for the Lord, and we know that it is a conquering Lord who fights for us. 

2. "One * * shall chase a thousand." There came into the mind of David, in the hour of his great extremity, remembrances of the days of old. He remembered how, as a ruddy youth, he had gone out unarmored, with but a sling and five smooth pebbles, to meet the giant Goliath. 

He remembered how, in the early days, after he had been crowned king, God had given deliverance upon deliverance to his armies from every foe. With all of this before him, and with the promises of God ringing in his mind, he cried out: "I will not be afraid of ten thousands." And why should we be afraid? Our God is still able to deliver. 

3. "Ye shall receive power." Here is the promise which God left with us. "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." There is no task too great, no call of God too difficult, for the conquest of an unwavering faith. Our Lord said: "All power is given unto Me." Then He promised that power unto us, and told us to "Go." 

The Apostle Paul said: "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." 

VI. THE FAITH THAT COUNTS IT DONE (Psalms 3:7 ) 
1. The prayer with the enemy gathered around. Here is the prayer which David prayed in the hour of his extremity: "Arise, O Lord; save me, O my God." David did not look to his own strength, for he had none. He did not look to his own armies, for his armies had gone over to Absalom. He looked unto God. 

It is when we are weak that we are strong. It is when we are nothing, and have nothing, that we possess all things. David simply asked God to rise up. He knew, and we know, that when God once arises and unsheathes His sword, the victory is always ours. 

2. By faith David. The next expression in David's prayer is enough to enroll him among God's galaxies as one of the heroes of the faith. David said: "Thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; Thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly." 

Faith counts as done, that which faith knows is not yet done, but will be done. It is written: "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." David's prayer of faith said: "Thou hast ," when God actually had not. Such a prayer always brings results. 

3. Believing before receiving. This is what God expects of us. Let us look at "receiving" from this angle. God, in His inerrant Word, has foretold many marvelous coming events. Let us live in the full assurance of all these things. Some people want history to verify prophecy before they will believe prophecy, and count it sure. True faith says: "The Word of God, in its prophetic statements, is made sure." True faith says, It is, because God says, It shall be. 

Faith looks afar and gives substance to the things hoped for. Let us ask God to give us the faith of our fathers, that we may find our names enrolled among the overcomers. 

VII. ASCRIBING GLORY TO GOD (Psalms 3:8 ) 
1. "Where Christ is all in all." 

2. Salvation, the gift of God. 

3. Praise is comely. 

1. "Where Christ is all in all." The last verse of our study and of our chapter, is the climactic statement of David's prayer. With all the fervor of his spirit he cried out: "Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: Thy blessing is upon Thy people." This cry of faith reminds us of Jonah's words, from the belly of the fish. He, too, cried out: "Salvation is of the Lord." 

David's cry of faith reminds us, again, of the Lord's words upon the Cross, "It is finished." Christ seemed to be saying: "Salvation is now a completed work." 

In the 22d Psalm, after Christ had said: "Save Me from the lion's mouth," He cried, "I will declare Thy Name unto My brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee." In connection with this it behooves us to remember that immediately after His resurrection, He said: "Go tell My brethren." 

In the 69th Psalm, after the vision of the Cross, Christ said, "Let Thy salvation, O God, set Me up on high." 

2. Salvation the gift of God. David's words are true from various viewpoints. Salvation from our enemies is of God. Salvation from our sins is from God. The salvation of our bodies is from God. The angel told Mary, "Thou shalt call His Name JESUS: for He shall save * *" and He does save. "There is none other name tinder Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

3. Praise is comely. A favorite verse with my wife is, " Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me (God)." Certainly the Church of the first-born on earth should praise Him; and the great volume of Gospel hymns and songs do praise Him. The Church also of the first-born, which is in Heaven, praises Him. 

What a wonderful time it will be when we all gather around the throne of God and sing the great magnificats of our salvation. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
David had many difficulties along his earthly pilgrimage. However, all of these things only worked out God's glory in his life. Miss Amy Carmichael tells the following: 

"The hills of Southern India drop steeply towards the Indian Ocean. From the high rocks where the ibex find safe foothold, you can see the waves that continually wash up in vast quantities two kinds of precious sand. One, monazite, is magnetic. It is composed largely of thorium (the name looks back to the Scandinavian Thor), and is used in making incandescent gas-mantles. Monazite glistens, but is of a dull color. The other, ilmenite, is even more magnetic. The pure thorium oxide is extracted and used as the finest pigment in white paint and enamel. The valuable sand is separated from the other sand (which looks far more valuable, for it often seems all garnet and crystal and jacinth), first by magnet, and finally by vibrating tables down which it is run, and where the magnetic impurities are separated out by gravity. 

The process of water-grinding in the sea (by which the particles of ore are detached from the original rock), friction of grain upon grain in the rough and tumble of the waves, the influence of a force which we name and use but cannot explain, the tedious, tiny agitations of the vibrating tables which call into effective cooperation the mighty pull of the earth all these processes work together to bring forth from a black sand, whiteness, and from a dull-colored sand a substance which helps toward illumination. 

And the first of these is the breaking up of the rock in the bed of the sea; the discipline of renunciation. It is a figure of the true. First the severance: that which is death to the old order of being, then many a blow that we call blinding, little unexplained constraints, tedious minutes of shifting circumstance that out of mere dust of the sea something good may be prepared for the use of Him whom we call Master and Lord." 
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Verses 1-8
A Psalm of Supplication 
Psalms 4:1-8 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The prayer of Cornelius. As an introductory to the study of Psalms 4:1-8 , which sets forth a great prayer of David, we thought we would give some other Bible characters, in the Book of Acts, which show various phases of the prayer life. 

The prayer of Cornelius in Acts 10:1-6 is outstanding because it is the prayer of one who was a sinner in darkness, seeking for light. Here is the statement of our Scripture: "A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway." 

Should I have called such an one a sinner? Yes, all have sinned. Remember, however, that Cornelius was a sinner seeking to know God. We know that his alms and his prayers both came before God as a memorial of honesty, integrity, and earnest desire. May a sinner pray? Cornelius prayed. The publican prayed. I prayed. 

2. Prayer in the Early Church. The Church was born on her knees, baptized with the Holy Ghost the day it was born. Just after Pentecost Peter and John went up to the Temple at the hour of prayer. The three thousand baptized at Pentecost continued in the Apostles' doctrine, in the breaking of bread and in prayers. It was as the Apostles prayed that the place was shaken. 

3. A prayer for power in witnessing (Luke 24:49 ). Here the disciples were commanded to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high. In Acts we read: "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brethren." 

4. Prayer mingled with praise (Acts 12:5-12 ). Here is another phase of prayer. Peter was in jail but prayer was made without ceasing of the Church unto God. That night Peter was loosed by the angel of the Lord, and when he was come unto the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, he stood before the gate. Within the house it says: "Many were gathered together praying." As Peter entered, their prayers were turned to praises as Peter told them how the Lord had brought him out of prison. 

5. Prayer and fasting (Acts 13:1-4 ). It was in Antioch that a group of brethren, including Saul and Barnabas, had gathered together in prayer and fasting. As they continued, the Holy Ghost said, "Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them." When, therefore, "they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away." This vision of prayer suggests the place of prayer in service, and how those who are praying and fasting will have the Holy Spirit to guide them in their work. 

6. The prayer of a sinner for help (Acts 16:9 ). As Paul was waiting for guidance, there appeared unto him a vision in the night, and behold, "There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, "Come over into Macedonia, and help us." 

7. Prayer and praise in persecution (Acts 16:25 ). "And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them." This is a beautiful picture of how we should meet our difficulties. 

These few examples of prayer we have given, as found in the Book of Acts. Our lives should be just as filled with prayer as were theirs. If God the Holy Ghost should write a book delineating the experiences of the present-day church, would it be filled with the story of prayer? 

I. A PRAYER FOR MERCY (Psalms 4:1 ) 
1. An acknowledgment of God's righteousness. The 1st verse of our study reads: "Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness." It is far better for us to plead God's righteousness than to plead our own. If we seek approach unto the Most High upon our self worth we will find ourselves excluded. 

There was a certain man who prayed thus within himself, saying, "I thank Thee, that I am not as other men." He then paraded his own piety. He, however, went away unaccepted. 

2. An acknowledgment of God's enlarging. David said, "Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress." Here is a word with very significant meaning. It is as much as to say, "My distress, my difficulties were the basis upon which I was enlarged." In other words David might not have so large a blessing, if he had not had so much of distress. 

This remains true unto this day. When we are in trouble we throw ourselves, in our need, more fully upon Him; then He hears our cry and comes to us in answer to our plea. Remember that Christ used the troubled waters of Galilee, which were about to swamp the ship in which the disciples rowed, as the very steppings which brought Him to them. 

3. Past blessings, the basis for a plea for future blessings. David cried, "Have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer." He said this after he had said, "Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress." That is, Thou who hast helped me, can, and will, still help. 

Let us feel free to plead God's past blessings as the ground for present needs. It is far better, methinks, to make an appeal upon His bounty, than upon anything that we have, or can do. He blesses according to "His riches in Glory," and not according to our accumulation of good deeds. 

II. A WICKED AND PERVERSE GENERATION (Psalms 4:2 ) 
1. They make our glory our shame. 

2. They love vanity, 

3. They seek after leasing. 

1. The wicked would make our glory, our shame. He is our Glory and the Lifter up of our heads. Those experiences in life which men may call our shame, He may well call our glory. Here is an example in line with David's words. The Cross of Christ was a cross of shame. Have we not read He "endured the Cross, despising the shame"? The Cross was to the Jews a stumblingblock, but to us who believe, it is the power and wisdom and the glory of God. 

Here is the Divine sense of values, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive * * glory." So also was David's shame, as men counted it, His glory; so is ours. 

2. The wicked love vanity. Moses, when he was come to years, turned his back upon all of Egypt's treasures and pleasures. He chose rather to suffer affliction with the children of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 

The wicked run after vanity. The lure of gold and the glitter of honor is, to the men of sin, a sweet morsel. The true Christian prefers to go outside the camp, bearing the reproach of Christ. He prefers shame and spittle with Christ, to worldly honor and pomp. How often are the rich immeasurably poor; and the poor immeasurably rich! 

3. The wicked seek after leasing. They will run after the lie of the devil, faster than they run after the truth of God. They will seek false gain, more than the lasting riches. They follow the lustings of the flesh, more than the leadings of the Spirit. 

How great is the folly of the ungodly! Satan comes to them in the cunning of deceitfulness, with signs and lying wonders. The ungodly refuse the love of the truth, and therefore God sends upon them strong delusions that they may believe a lie. 

Let us not go coveting after the things of this world, but seek the things which are freely given us of God. 

III. THE LORD'S PEOPLE (Psalms 4:3 ) 
1. Ye are "special people." 

2. "Ye are not your own." 

3. "Call unto Me, and I will answer thee." 

1. Ye are a special people. Our key verse says: "The Lord hath set apart him that is godly for Himself." This is in line with the words of Peter, as, in the Spirit, he said: "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light." 

God loves all men, and gives His call to whosoever will. However, it is those who come to Him by faith, believe in His mercy, and follow fully in His will, who are especially His. A godly person is one who walks with God, worships God, and centers His life in God. Such an one, God sets apart for Himself. 

How significant are the words: "These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." In their mouth there was found no guile, and they are without fault before the throne of God. 

2. Ye are not your own. If we have been set apart by God unto Himself, we certainly do not belong to our own selves. Is it not written: "Ye are not your own"? For my part, I am glad to acknowledge Divine ownership. I would feel it the greatest honor of my life to know that I had walked before God in so godly a way that He had set me apart for Himself. 

We remember that from among the disciples Christ chose twelve whom He called Apostles. From among the Twelve, there were three who were given particular recognition. Let us seek that we may be counted among His holiest and His best. 

3. Call unto Me and I will answer thee. The concluding word of our key text is: "The Lord will hear when I call unto Him." Who is the one who has assurance in prayer? It is the one who is godly. It is the one who walks daily with his Lord. 

IV. HOW TO APPROACH (Psalms 4:4 ) 
1. Awe-filled adoration. 

2. Approaching God with a pure heart. 

3. Meditation of Him. 

1. Awe-filled adoration. " Stand in awe." These are the words with which our verse opens. We believe that the greatest need of the hour is a new sense of the greatness of the Lord. There is too much cheap talk about Deity, and too much familiarity in approaching Him. 

Some people seem to think that they have a right to glibly address the Almighty. It is written: "Let all the earth keep silence before Him." Jesus Himself taught the disciples to say, "Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name." 

We may indeed come to Him as a child, trustingly; but we should also come as a servant, in all humility. We should likewise come as a worshiper, giving adoration to His Name. 

2. Approaching God with a pure heart. Some people imagine that they can live as they list, during the day, and then come to God to pass the compliments of the eventide. It is written, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in His holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart." 

We grant that none of us are clean in ourselves, but we may approach the Lord clothed in the robe of His righteousness. 

3. Meditation of Him. Our verse concludes with "Commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still." We need to ponder and to think upon the ways of our God. We need to meditate in the quietness of the nighttime. By day, we need to think upon Him as we move among men. While we are upon our bed, however, shut out from the world, that is the time when we can recount His many blessings. We like the verse which says: "Remember * * Jesus Christ." 

If we love Him as we should, He will be always in our hearts and minds. 

V. ACCEPTABLE OFFERINGS (Psalms 4:5 ) 
1. Offering the sacrifice of righteousness. 

2. Offering our bodies as a willing sacrifice. 

3. Offering a heart filled with trust. 

1. Offering the sacrifices of righteousness. There is a verse in the Book of Isaiah where the Lord says: "To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me?" The people were coming before the Lord and offering the blood of bullocks and of lambs, but the Lord said unto them: "Bring no more vain oblations." He told them that their solemn meetings were iniquity unto Him. Then He cried: "Wash you, make you clean: put away the evil of your doings from before Mine eyes." 

In the New Testament God calls upon us to present our bodies as a Jiving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Him. If our hearts are unclean, if we are walking in known sin, and in every evil way, it is impossible to offer a sacrifice of righteousness. 

2. Offering our bodies as a willing sacrifice. This we should do. He gave His all for us. Should we not give our all to Him? When we willingly bring our bodies, as instruments of righteousness unto God, they are a sacrifice of righteousness. We once yielded them as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin. Washed and made clean in His Blood, we now bring them to the Lord, to be used in His service. Miss Havergal well said: 

"Take my life, and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee." 

We should bring our members and give them all as a willing sacrifice to God. 

3. Offering a heart filled with trust. Our verse finally says, "Put your trust in the Lord." It is not enough to bring a sacrifice. We must bring a faith, a confidence in the One to whom we present ourselves. 

VI. IN THE LIGHT OF HIS COUNTENANCE (Psalms 4:6-7 ) 
1. A question "Who will shew us any good?" We now have before us the pratings of the multitude. They are saying, "Who will shew us any good?" There is still that same crowd who are decrying the value of the Spirit-filled life. They vainly imagine that walking with God gets us nowhere. They say: "How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the Most High?" 

These words fall from the lips of the ungodly, who prosper in the world. They speak loftily against the Lord. They imagine that to serve God curtails prosperity and brings sorrows and oppression. 

2. A confidence "Thou hast put gladness in my heart." In contrast with the many who say there is no good coming to us who follow God, David said: "Thou hast put gladness in my heart." He had found God the source of every bounty. The Lord's countenance, to David, was a countenance of light. He was not afraid to come before the face of God. He even prayed the Lord saying: "Lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us." He acknowledged that the blessings of God were richly given, and that his walking with God had filled his heart with joy. 

3. A precedence The light of His countenance is better than corn and wine. The Psalmist did not mean that he had nothing in the way of corn and of wine, or nothing in the way of temporal blessings. He did mean that the light of the Lord's countenance was of far more value to him than the things which he possessed. 

Let the world have its corn, its wine, its silver, its gold. Let it have every blessing that is upon the earth. We would rather count our spiritual blessings, as our greatest joy. 

VII. THE SECURITY OF THE SAVED (Psalms 4:8 ) 
1. The Lord makes us dwell in safety. 

2. "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep." 

1. The security of the saved. The saved are safe. They are not safe because of what they are, or do. They are safe because they are hid away in the hand of their God. The Lord said: "My sheep hear My voice, and * * they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand." 

David said a great truth when he prayed: "For Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety." If our safety depended upon our good works, we would never know when we had worked enough. If it depended on our good words, we would never know when we had spoken enough. The arm of flesh is a poor stay indeed. David sought to hide himself in the shadow of the Lord's wings. He said: "Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I." 

If you had asked David where his safety lay, he would never have said that it lay in anything that was of the flesh. His trust was in the Lord. 

2. "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep." There are some people who vainly imagine that the message of "security in Christ," leads to loose living and careless walking. This is not what it led David to do. It caused him to slip into the Covert, and to lay him down in peace to sleep. Should we not have that same spirit of confidence and trust? 

The real believer, filled with Divine trust, is not afraid of the arrows that fly by day nor of the pestilence that walketh by night. He knows that he is safely sheltered in the arms of his Lord. 

As the Apostle Paul thought upon these things, he cried out in the Holy Ghost, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" He mentioned tribulation and distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, and the sword. With all of these things closing in upon him, he said: "I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Praise and thanksgiving should be the great note of our worship. 

Do you all know the story told by "Sister Abigail," of a day in George Muller's Orphanage at Ashley Downs, when there was literally no breakfast for the children in the house? "Sister Abigail" was a small child at the time, and her father was a close friend of George Muller's. One day, that man of faith took the child's hand and said: "Come and see what our Father will do," and he led her into the long dining room. The plates and mugs were on the table, but they were empty. There was no food in the larder and no money to supply the need. The children were standing waiting for the morning meal, when Mr. Muller said: "Children, you know must be on time for school." Then lifting his hand, he said, "Dear Father, we thank Thee for what Thou art going to give us to eat" A knock at the door was heard. The baker stood there and said: "Mr. Muller, I couldn't sleep last night; somehow I felt you had no bread for breakfast, and the Lord wanted me to send some. So I got up at 2:00 o'clock and baked fresh bread and have brought it." George Muller thanked the man and gave praise to God for His care, then said, "Children, we not only have bread, but the rare treat of fresh bread." No sooner had he said this, than there came a second knock at the door. This time it was the milkman. He said his milk cart had broken down, right in front of the orphanage, and that he would like to give the children his cans of fresh milk so that he could empty his wagon and repair it. Selected. 
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Verses 1-6
The Shepherd Psalm 
Psalms 23:1-6 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
It is the purpose of today's study to throw us more completely into the arms of the Living God. Our chapter, Psalms 23:1-6 , we have read because it breathes the spirit of that personal touch with the Almighty which we so much need. 

We are, however, turning, in this study, from our usual course. Instead of giving an exposition of a certain chapter, or part of a chapter, we are taking up distinctive Scriptures which we will cluster around our study theme, which is, "God's Provision for His Saints." 

1. The Almighty God. In the verse before us (Genesis 17:1 ), God is saying to Abraham, "Walk before Me, and be thou perfect." This, of course, was impossible with Abraham; however, with God, nothing is impossible. He is the Almighty God, the God who is enough. He is the One who can meet our every need and supply it. 

2. The Everlasting God. When Abraham had planted a grove in Beer-sheba, he "called there on the Name of the Lord, the Everlasting God." Our God is the God of the eternal past, of the ever present, and of the eternal tomorrow. He is both from everlasting, and to everlasting. He is before all things, and after all things. The God of our fathers is our God; our God is the God of coming generations. 

3. The Living God, This revelation of God was given to Joshua as he was about to lead the Children of Israel into Canaan. Joshua told the Children of Israel, "The Living God is among you." How did they know that God was the Living God? It was because He would now drive all the Canaanites from before them; and carry His people through the Jordan, as by dry land. 

4. The Merciful God (Deuteronomy 4:30-31 ). A Merciful God is a God who pardons. He forgives those who come to the mercy-seat where the Blood is sprinkled. What would we do if we did not have a God who was faithful and just to forgive His children, when they confess their sins, and plead the merits of His Cross? 

5. The Faithful God. Man is unfaithful, unreliable. Even the sand which God has placed as a barrier for the sea, holds back the waves thereof, that the waters may not pass by: yet, "My people," saith God, "hath revolted and gone." We have turned every one to his own way; and have gone astray. 

God, however, is faithful. He is the unchanging and unchangeable God. He is the God who never wearies, and never forgets to keep His trysts. Our key-text says, "He is God, the Faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him and keep His Commandments to a thousand generations." 

6. The Righteous God, Man is altogether corrupted. From his head to his feet there is no soundness in him. He is full of wounds and bruises and putrefying sores. 

God is a Righteous God. "I will publish the Name of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is our Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He." 

I. GOD HAS US IN HIS HEART (Exodus 28:28-29 ) 
We have before us a most interesting Scripture. It discusses the breastplate which was to be worn by the high priest. 

How blessed is the thought that our Lord bears us in the place of His love! When Paul wrote to the Philippians, he said, "I have you in my heart." He meant that he yearned after them in all of the tender mercies which were in Christ Jesus. Their joy was his joy; their sorrows were his. 

So it is that the Lord carries us, He thinks upon us. He hides us in the secret of His presence. He keeps us in the pavilion of His love and grace. "His banner over [us] is love." 

There is one verse which has always appealed to us, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." How great is the loving-kindness of God in behalf of His children! Great is His faithfulness! It is fresh every morning, it is renewed every evening. 

Who can separate us from the love of God, which is ours in Christ Jesus? There is a little verse which reads, "And having loved His own * *, He loved them unto the end." The heart is the center of affection, and it is there that the Lord carries us by name. He thinks upon us individually and personally. He knoweth our need. The very hairs of our head are numbered in His sight. There is not a word in our tongue, but what He knoweth it altogether. 

The breastplate was also for protection. In the conflict, it shielded the heart and the vitals of life from the darts of the enemy. So does God shield those whom He loves. He is a wall of fire round about us. He will not permit any power of evil to overcome us. 

II. GOD HAS US UPON HIS SHOULDERS (Luke 15:4-5 ) 
The Lord, in our Scripture, is speaking in parables. He is telling how a man who had a hundred sheep lost one of them. Leaving the ninety and nine safe in the wilderness. He went out after that which was lost until He found it. Then we read the statement of our verse: "And when He hath found it, He layeth it on His shoulders, rejoicing." 

This is where our Lord carries us. The "shoulders" stand for the place of strength. Our God bears us up: "For, in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." Our God makes us secure, not because of any strength we may inherently possess, for we are naturally but wandering and helpless sheep. We are secure because He carries us upon His shoulder. Our salvation is an everlasting salvation, because our hope is founded upon Him. 

Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. We have read in mythology of how Atlas held the earth upon his shoulders; we know, however, that we are held upon the shoulders of the Lord. We are just as secure as His shoulders are strong. 

There is no power on earth, or in hell, that can overcome us because our hope is in God. 

Thank God, He has said, "I will carry you." 

III. GOD HOLDS US WITH HIS HAND (Isaiah 41:10 ; Isaiah 41:13 ) 
The hand stands for helpfulness. The parent takes the child by the hand lest it might fall by the way. God has said, "Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness." 

There is the hand of compassion. When Peter saw the lame man asking alms at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, "He took him by the right hand, and lifted him up." That is just what God does for us. He reaches out His hand to us in our need. We are kept by the power of God as we walk along the way. 

He has said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Thus, we also may say, "The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me." 

It was the Apostle Paul who said, "Having obtained help of God, I continue unto this day." 

No man can set on us to hurt us, while the Lord is with us, walking at our side, and holding our hand. How comforting are these words, "Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; * * and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion." 

IV. GOD UNDERGIRDS US WITH HIS ARMS (Deuteronomy 33:26-27 ) 
The Lord God is an Eternal God. He is a sure Refuge. They that dwell in Him dwell in safety. No words could be more comforting than the words of our text, "Underneath are the everlasting arms." 

Have you ever read the Bible description of the eagle. This is the way it runs: "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the Lord alone did lead him." 

The little eaglet, learning to fly, may find its nest torn up by the mother bird. The mother bird will not, however, suffer her eaglets to be harmed. She will spread abroad her wings and bear up her young. Will the Lord do less for us? God forbid. 

The Shulamite describing her Shepherd Lover, said, "His left hand is under my head, and His right hand doth embrace me." It is there that we find rest. It is there that we find satisfaction and sealing. 

Christ took the little children up in His arms, and blessed them. We gather, therefore, that having the everlasting arms beneath us, we may also have the everlasting arms around us. Those arms will give us marks of His love, as well as tokens of His protection. "Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy." 

V. GOD GUIDES US WITH HIS EYE (Psalms 32:8 ) 
When we think of the eyes of the Lord we are liable to want to run, that we may hide ourselves. We need, however, to consider that the eyes of the Lord are not upon us for evil, but for good. "The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him." 

The eyes of the Lord are upon us to guide us, to show Himself strong in our behalf. He desires our good, and not our bad. Have you ever read the Scripture, "Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, * * to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine." 

In the New Testament, there is a quotation from the old which we need to weigh carefully. Read 1 Peter 3:10 , 1 Peter 3:12 . 

Why then should we forsake mercy and truth, and walk in the sight of our own eyes? If we do this, we will walk into many a pitfall, for the god of this world hath blinded the eyes of the unbelieving. 

If, on the other hand, we follow the Lord whose eye is upon us, we will walk under a pillar of fire by night to give us light. When Israel followed the Lord, the Lord went before His people, and led them into a plentiful land, into a land of milk and of honey. 

VI. GOD ENCAMPETH ROUND ABOUT US (Psalms 34:7 ) 
Here is a gracious promise indeed: "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them. O taste and see that the Lord is good." 

This Scripture is a sore trial to Satan. He wanted to get hold of Job, but he could not. Therefore, he complained, "Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side?" 

Satan confronted a like difficulty in the case of Peter, and in order to get at Peter that he might sift him, he had to obtain by the asking. 

Here is a wonderful promise, "As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people from henceforth even for ever." There is no power that can overcome a child of God, who rests within the circle of God's care. 

When the king of Syria, with his hosts compassed a certain city, both with horses and chariots, that they might take Elisha, then Elisha prayed and said, "Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha." 

Have we not just as secure a protection as had the Prophet of old? Do we not have ministering Spirits who are sent forth to minister unto the heirs of salvation? Did not our Lord say that He would hold us in His hand, and no one could pluck us out of His hand. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
A PRINCELY CARVER 

"To be carved for at table by a great prince would be counted as great a favor as the meal itself. To take outward blessings out of God's hand, to see that He remembereth us, and sendeth in our provision at every turn; this endeareth the mercy, and increaseth our delight therein." What, indeed, would most men give if they could say, "The Queen herself carved for me, and was most anxious that I should be well supplied"? But each believer has the Lord Himself for his Provider. He loads our table, and fills our cup. Providence is no other than God providing. He measures out our joys, weighs our sorrows, appoints our labors, and selects our trials. There is no morsel on the saint's plate which is not of the Lord's carving, unless he has been so foolish as to put forth his hand unto iniquity. 

Is it not delightful to know our Father's hand broke for us the bread which we have eaten this day; that the Saviour's own fingers mingled our cup, and that every blessing has come direct from God's own table? Surely we are as dear to God as the little ewe lamb in Nathan's parable was to the poor man; for we are told that "he bad nourished It up, and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom." Does not this make our meat, and drink, and lodging more than royal? Are we not more than content with such fare? 

Yea, Lord, my portion tastes of love, for Thy hand has sweetened it. A sacred perfume is on my raiment and in my chamber, for Thou hast prepared both for me. And this would be true if I wore rags, and lay in a dungeon, in sore sickness. What a heritage is mine! One said, "I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me." 

In this passage the second sentence underwrote the first, and undermined its meaning: how can he be poor and needy of whom it can be said that the Lord thinketh upon him? O Lord, Thou art my All, and my all in all: my all is more than all because it comes of Thee, and is dealt to me by Thine own self. C. H. Spurgeon. 
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Verses 1-22
The Triune God 
Psalms 33:1-22 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
It is important for us to get a scriptural vision of the triune God. In the Book of Genesis we read, "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." The word for God, however, is "Elohim." It is a plural word. 

It is scriptural to say that God the Father created the heaven and the earth. It is just as scriptural to say that God the Son created the heaven and the earth. It is likewise scriptural to say that God the Spirit created the heaven and the earth. The reason for this is that "the Lord our God is one Lord." 

The one God has been a contention of the Jews from time immemorable. The Christian will gladly admit that God is one, and yet, he knows that the. one God is manifested in three Personalities. God the Father is not God the Son; God the Son is not God the Holy Ghost; and yet, the triune God, our "Elohim," is one Lord. 

We remember how Christ prayed, "That they may be one, even as We are one. 
In the marriage bond, God has said, "They twain shall be one flesh." Here are two personalities, and yet they are reckoned "one" in the bonds of matrimony. 

Jesus Christ said, "The Son can do nothing of Himself." He did not mean that He was an automaton, that He was a spineless weakling incapable of action. He did mean that He was so perfectly one with the Father (one in word, one in will, and one in works), that He could not do anything contrary to the Father. He spoke the Father's words; He did the Father's works; and fulfilled the Father's will. He did all of this to such an extent that He could truthfully say, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." 

Thus it was that Christ manifested His oneness with the Father. He was the forthshining of God. In Him men saw the Father, for Christ declared Him unto them. The Lord Jesus was the very brightness of His Father's glory, and the express image of His Father's Person. 

The unity of the Father and the Son is seen in this fact that He that honors the Father honors the Son; and He that honoreth the Son, honors the Father. It is impossible, therefore, to honor the Father, unless we honor the Son. 

He who imagines that the Lord Jesus holds one attitude towards the sinner, and that the Father and the Holy Spirit hold another attitude, is altogether wrong. The idea that the Father is a demagogue whose wrath had to be appeased through the mediation of the Son is contrary to the unity of the triune God. God the Father, and God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, wrought in perfect harmony, both in the creation, and in the redemption of man. 

Jesus Christ was a Daysman, but He was a Daysman through whom the Father could reach out His hand of mercy and redeem the sinner. The Holy Spirit is the One who carries on to completion the redemptive work which God wrought in Christ, The knowledge of the Trinity and Their perfect oneness in all things is a study well worth our while. 

In this study we will seek to develop valuable scriptural aids to the understanding of the Trinity. 

I. THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD (Deuteronomy 6:4 ) 
1. God the Father is God. The Jews said to Christ, "We have one Father, even God." Our Lord did not deny their contentions, but He said, "If God were your Father, ye would love Me: for I proceeded forth and came from God." 

The fool may have said in his heart, "There is no God." "In his head," it seems impossible for anyone to make so foolish a negation. "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His handywork." 

The things which we see around us, the material things, were not made of the things which do appear, God is their Creator. Could any one imagine, for a moment, that the great locomotive evolved or fabricated itself? Could any one assert that the airships, which sail through the air in our day, sprang into existence by some self-generating power? That could be the claim of only a disordered brain. We know that back of all these twentieth century marvels lie intelligent minds, and skilled mechanical hands. 

Just as truly does God, the all-intelligent Mind, and the supreme creative Hand He back of the physical creation. 

Man may create airships and locomotives, but God alone can create a flower, and place within it a self-propagating power: He alone can put the fragrance in the flower He creates. 

2. Christ the Son is God. There are three Scriptures in the Epistle to Titus which describe Christ as God. 

(1) We are told to "adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour " (Titus 2:10 ). 

(2) We are told of the "kindness and love of God our Saviour " (Titus 3:4 ). 

(3) We are told of the "commandment of God our Saviour " (Titus 1:3 ). 

Our Saviour is God, and God is our Saviour. Twice in the Book of Titus we read that Jesus Christ is our Saviour. These verses are Titus 1:4 , and Titus 3:6 . If our Saviour is God, then, Christ is God. 

The Second Epistle of Peter carries a similar message to that of Titus. There, once more, the Lord Jesus Christ is called God, and He is likewise called "the Lord and Saviour" four different times. 

In the Epistle to Jude we read of "the only wise God our Saviour." Thus we will all agree with the statement of Colossians 2:9 : "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 

We will also agree with the statement of 1 John 5:20 , which reads: "His Son Jesus Christ." "This is the True God." 

3. The Holy Spirit is God. In the Book of Hebrews seven different times the Holy Spirit is spoken of as Deity. This is seen in the fact that the God who, in the Old Testament, was tested and tried by the Children of Israel during forty years of wilderness journeyings, is declared to be the Holy Ghost. 

The Spirit is spoken of as "the Spirit of the Lord." Ezekiel said, "The hand of the Lord God fell there upon me, * * and the Spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven." 

II. THE LORD OUR GOD IS LIFE (Psalms 36:9 ) 
We have often wondered where life originated. The only answer is, that life originated in God. 

1. God the Father has inherent life. " Inherent Life" means just what you find in John 5:26 , "The Father hath life in Himself." 
2. God the Son has inherent life. The Bible declares of Christ, " In Him was life." It also declares, "As the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself." 
3. God the Spirit has inherent life. In Romans we read, "The Spirit is life"; and, again, we read "The Spirit of life." 

The Holy Trinity not only possesses life, but the Holy Trinity imparts life. God hath quickened us, that is, He hath given us life. Jesus Christ said, "He that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me." 
God has borne testimony, "He that hath the Son hath life." 
The Holy Spirit also begets life in us, because we are born of the Spirit. This may seem wonderful, and it is. Salvation involves eternal life. The wicked must appear before God in judgment. The saved will live with God. This is eternal life, even to know the Father, and His Son Jesus Christ. 

III. THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD MANIFESTED IN THREE DISTINCT PERSONS (Luke 3:21-22 ) 
1. At the baptism of Christ. Jesus Christ was there, being baptized of John; the Holy Ghost was there, for He descended in bodily shape like a dove; the Father was there, because He said, "Thou art My beloved Son; in Thee I am well pleased." 

It is not difficult to understand, therefore, that Jesus was not the Father; and that the Holy Spirit was not Jesus. There were three distinct Personages at the baptism; and yet, not three Gods, but one God. 

2. In the wilderness temptation of Christ, three Personages are seen in the God-head. Satan addressed Christ, saying, "It Thou be the Son of God." Christ spoke of the Father to Satan, when He said, "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God"; while the temptation itself was brought about by Christ being led of the Spirit into the wilderness. 

3. In the Gospel of John Christ said, " He (the Father) shall give you another Comforter." He also said, "He (the Comforter) shall testify of Me." 

The Comforter in the next verse is spoken of as "the Spirit of Truth." Observe carefully that the Comforter was not Christ, because He was another Comforter; neither was the Comforter the Father, because it was the Father who gave the Comforter. 

4. We read in the Word of God (Acts 2:33 ) that Christ was exalted to the right hand of God; and that, being so exalted, and "having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this." The Son was not the Father, because the Son went from the earth to the Father, and sat down at the right hand of the Father. The Holy Ghost was neither the Father, nor the Son, because the Holy Ghost was poured forth at Pentecost, by the Son, and upon the promise of the Father. 

5. Around the throne of God, in John's apocalyptic vision, we discover three Personages. The One is seated upon the throne, another One stands at the throne, and the third is as a burning fire before the throne. The Father is on the throne, for He holds a book in His hands; the Son stands before the throne, for He is the Lamb to whom the Father delivers the book; and the Holy Spirit is before the throne, because His sevenfold perfection is described under the phrase "the Seven Spirits of God." 

IV. THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD IN THE REDEMPTION OF THE SINNER (1 Peter 1:2 ) 
Election includes the foreknowledge of God the Father, because that is the basis of election. Election is wrought out through the sanctification of the Spirit, because it is the Spirit that quickeneth and calls effectually. 

Election is also based upon the sprinkling of the Blood of Jesus Christ, because it was the Son who shed His Blood for the remission of sins. 

There are some who wish to put God the Father entirely outside of the realm of salvation; and yet it was God the Father who so loved the world, that He gave God the Son ; and it is God the Spirit who effectually brings to the unregenerate heart, the story of the love of the Father, in the gift of the Son. 

Every time you hear the benediction pronounced in the church, you hear of the love of God, and of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the Spirit. These are all working for the redemption of the lost. It is through Christ that we have access by one spirit unto the Father. 
When new converts are baptized they are baptized, "In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." This is because salvation was purposed by the Father, made possible by the Son, and enforced by the Holy Ghost. 

We want to warn the young people against having a "Jesus" religion. We are talking of the Trinity, because the Trinity has wrought our redemption. 

We are willing to grant that it was Christ who said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden," but Christ Himself said that He spoke only the words of the Father. It is not Christ, apart from God, who invites men to be saved; for God is not willing that any should perish. 

Neither is it Christ, apart from the Holy Spirit, who calls upon men to be saved. The Spirit says, "Come." Without this effectual calling of the Holy Ghost, no one can be saved. Remember the Bible reads, "My Spirit shall not always strive with men." 

V. THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD IN DIRECTING SAINTS (Isaiah 6:8 ) 
Our key verse reads, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" 

Who is the "Us" with which the quotation closes? There seems but one voice speaking, for it says, "Whom shall I send." "I," is singular in number, however, the "I" in the first part of the sentence is speaking in behalf of the "Us" in the latter part. 

Do you not remember how Christ said, "Even so send I you"? Do you not also remember how the saints in Acts 13:4 were sent forth by the Holy Ghost? Withal we know that it was God who sent the Prophets unto the Children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ (Acts 10:36 ). 

Our God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

1. The Father seals the saints (John 6:27 ). So also does the Son seal the saints (Ephesians 1:13 ). Likewise, the Spirit seals the saints, for we read in Ephesians 4:30 , "The Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption." 

2. The Father comforts saints. In 2 Thessalonians 2:16 we read, "God, even our Father, * * hath given us everlasting consolation." 

The Son, however, comforts saints, for in Philemon 2:1 is this expression, "If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort." The Spirit also comforts saints, for the Word says, "Walking * * in the comfort of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 9:31 ). 

3. The Father grants peace unto saints. Colossians 1:2 says, "Peace, from God our Father." John 14:27 , however, describes Christ as saying, "My peace I give unto you." 

The Spirit also grants peace, because, according to Galatians 5:22 , "The fruit of the Spirit is * * peace." 

4. The Father sanctifies saints. "Sanctified by God the Father" (Judges 1:1 ). The Son, likewise, sanctifies saints, "Christ Jesus * * is made unto us * * sanctification" (1 Corinthians 1:30 ). 

The Spirit sanctifies saints, "Sanctified by the Holy Ghost" (Romans 15:16 ). 

5. The Father strengthens saints. "The God of all grace * * strengthen * * you" (1 Peter 5:10 ). 

The Son also strengthens saints, "Christ which strengtheneth me" (Philemon 4:13 ). 

Again, the Spirit strengthens saints. "Strengthened with might by His Spirit" (Ephesians 3:16 ). 

6. The Father teaches saints. "Ye yourselves are taught of God" (1 Thessalonians 4:9 ). 

The Son went around the villages teaching according to Mark 6:6 ; the Son said of the Spirit , When He is come "He shall teach you all things." 

We have given you step by step this vision of the Triune God dealing in behalf of His saints. We pause only to say, that if God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost are so inter-related in everything that benefits and blesses saints; then saints should recognize the Triune God and include in their meditation and fellowship the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. 

VI. SAINTS SHOULD RECOGNIZE THE TRIUNE GOD IN ALL THINGS AND AT ALL TIMES (Judges 1:20-21 ) 
The Scriptures, which we have before us, teach us that we should do three things. (1) We should keep ourselves in the love of God. (2) We should be looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (3) We should be praying in the Holy Ghost. 
We wish in this final message to show the believer's relationship to the Trinity. 

1. In our ministry. Paul wrote to the Romans, "That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ." In the same verse, Paul wrote, "Ministering the Gospel of God." 
Again, in the same sentence Paul wrote, "Being sanctified by the Holy Ghost." The marvel of this almost startles us. Think of how the Godhead is brought into one verse of Scripture; even into one verse which is speaking of the ministry of saints. 

Let us then, never seek to minister apart from God the Father, or God the Son, or God the Holy Ghost. 

2. In our preaching. In the opening verses of 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 , Paul, under inspiration, says three things: 

(1) "Declaring unto you the testimony of God." 
(2) "I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 

(3) "My speech and my preaching was * * in demonstration of the Spirit and of power." 

Here you have it again, even as you find it in Romans, chapter 1. There it is the Gospel of God; and yet, a Gospel concerning His Son Jesus Christ. This Gospel is to be proclaimed in the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Let us bend the knee and worship, for we are on Holy ground. If we had time we could bring before you Scripture upon Scripture which unites an inseparable bond, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Speaking to the Church, Paul wrote, "I have not shunned to declare the whole counsel of "God." In the same breath He wrote to pastors: "Take heed * * to feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own. Blood." But this Church, Paul said, was one over which the Holy Ghost hath made us an overseer. 

We pray indeed that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Father of Glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. 

We pray that through the Son you may find access by the Spirit unto the Father. 
AN ILLUSTRATION 

When we begin to study the Triune God and His wonders of grace and glory we are drinking from the unfathomable waters of eternal verities. 

"The great river Amazon pours out so mighty a stream of fresh water into the Atlantic, that for miles out of sight of land, just opposite the mouth of the river, the water in the ocean is entirely fresh water. 

"Some years ago a sailing ship left Europe for a South American port, and, through storm and mishap, was so long on its voyage, that the water on board began to give out; and though the crew took every care, they shortly found themselves with their last tank or cask empty. 

"A day or two later, becalmed in a hot climate, to their great joy and relief they sighted another vessel, and, when near enough to signal, they ran up their flags telling of their piteous position: 'We're dying for want of water.' To their astonishment, the reply, which came back quickly, seemed almost, to mock them: 'Water all around you; let your bucket down.' 

"Little did they know that they were just then crossing the mighty Amazon's current, and instead of being in salt water they were actually in fresh water without knowing it. Water all around! Fellow-traveler, you may be crying out, 'What must I do to be saved?' little realizing that the ocean of God's love is all around you. Oh! 'let your bucket down!' " 
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Verses 1-19
A Penitent's Prayer 
Psalms 51:1-19 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We will set forth, by way of introduction, the story of David's sin and of how he was reproved by Nathan, the Prophet. We may also emphasize how David had groaned within himself for two miserable years. 

1. The story of David's sin. David had become enamored with Bath-sheba, who was wife to Uriah. In this he sinned grievously. God had given him wives who should have been his full joy and satisfaction. Bath-sheba was the wife of another man and certainly lay beyond David's rightful desires. 

The lustings of the flesh have slain many strong men. Samson was overcome by the godless Delilah. Solomon was enamored by many women. Well did he write, in his mature years, of the strange woman: "Hearken unto me now therefore, O, ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. For she hath cast down many wounded." 

2, The story of Nathan's reproof. We are all familiar with the way that Nathan came to David reciting the parable of "The Ewe Lamb." Nathan described two men in one city. The one was rich and the other was poor. The rich man, with many flocks and herds, spared his own flock, and slew one of the poor man's lambs and dressed it for a wayfarer, who had come to lodge with him. 

When David heard the story he was angered against the rich man, and said, "As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die." Nathan was quick to reply, "Thou art the man." David had been blessed of the Lord. He had many wives, and much of wealth and glory, yet, he displeased the Lord in this thing; and, ordered Joab, that Uriah, the husband of Bath-sheba, should be killed in battle. Afterward David married Uriah's wife. 

Christians must not think that they can sin with impunity. Grace is no excuse for excesses in sin. Saints, as well as sinners, must reap what they sow. The Lord will chasten any believer who steps outside the path of rectitude. 

3. The story of David's groanings. After David had sinned he became weary with his groanings. He watered his couch with his tears. His eye was consumed with grief, and his bones waxed old with their roaring. He cried at night, but there was no voice to hear. He looked to God, but the Lord hid, as it were, His face from him. 

Saddest of all was this fact, that David's sin caused the enemy to blaspheme the Name of the Lord. 

We thank God that the time came when David confessed his sin, and kept silence no longer. He said, "I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord." Then it was that the Lord forgave him, and restored him to the sweetest of fellowship with Himself. 

In after years, when David fled from Absalom, his son, there were those who threw at him to jeer, "There is no help for him in God." David felt that this rebuke was cast upon him by some who thought that all of his troubles were the result of his sin against Uriah. David, however, knew that this could not be, because he had cried unto the Lord with his voice, and the Lord had heard him out of His Holy Hill. Thus it was that David, sustained by the Lord, laid down and slept. He was not afraid of ten thousands of people who beset him round about, for his hope was in God. 

"What though th' accuser roar 

Of ills that I have done; 

I know them well, and thousands more: 

Jehovah findeth none. 

His be the Victor's name 

Who fought our fight alone; 

Triumphant saints no honor claim; 

Their conquest was His own." 

I. "HAVE MERCY UPON ME" (Psalms 51:1 ) 
As we hear the opening statement of David's prayer, which he prayed when Nathan the Prophet came unto him, after he had sinned in the case of Bath-sheba, we are struck with the second word of his prayer. That word was "mercy." We are reminded of the man who, though a publican, beat upon his breast, and cried, "God be merciful to me a sinner." 

Again, we are reminded of the blind man on the Jericho road, who cried, "Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me." 

He who comes into the presence of the holy and righteous Lord, dare not come parading his own goodness, thereby, seeking justice. He must of necessity approach God, acknowledging his sins and pleading for His mercy. 

How gracious is the Scripture found in 1 John 2:1 "If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins." The word "propitiation," is "mercy-seat." We have a mercy-seat with the Father. Christ is that mercy-seat. How, then, dare we plead anything with God concerning our own work, or merit? If we think that we shall receive anything of the Lord on such a basis, we do err. 

Grace operates on the basis of man's worthlessness, and of Christ's worth. Love is akin to grace, and both love and grace are made possible because of mercy. 

In Ephesians 2:1-22 , we read of the sinner's sins how he was dead, but God, "who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us,... for by grace are ye saved." God's love made possible His mercy, and mercy was established in His grace. 

David then was right in his method of approach when he cried, "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy lovingkindness." 

"For the tempted, Lord, we pray; 

For the souls that go astray, 

Beaten back by storm and sleet. 

Scorned by all they chance to meet; 

On them let Thy mercy shine, 

Still remember they are Thine." 

II. WASH ME, PURGE ME CLEANSE ME (Psalms 51:2 ; Psalms 51:7 ) 
David pled God's mercy, but he did not desire to continue in his evil ways. He wanted to be washed from his iniquities, cleansed from his sin, purged from his evil ways. 

1. Note the cry, "Wash me throughly from mine iniquity." David felt that his sin lay deep in his life. He cried out, "I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." 

Sin, to David, was not a mere misstep. It was the outworking of a corrupt human nature. No marvel, then, that he cried, "Wash me throughly." He wanted the power of God to cleanse him within. There is a song we have often heard, which runs, 

"Oh wash me Thou, without, within, 

Or purge with fire, if that must be; 

No matter how, if only sin, 

Die out in me, die out in me." 

It is the will of God to wash us through and through, so far as the power and effectiveness of His Blood is concerned; it is also the will of God that we should reckon ourselves dead unto sin. God would not have us slaves to sin's power, for He has said, "Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof." He has also said, "Sin shall not have dominion over you." 

2. Observe the plea, "Cleanse me from my sin." 
David wanted no stigma of his sin left upon him. He wanted the very odor of his evil ways to be passed. He wanted to be purged with hyssop. He wanted a washing and a cleansing that would make him whiter than snow. 

In all of this, David prayed in the will of God. Did not God say: "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow"? 

"Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole, 

I want Thee for ever to live in my soul; 

Break down every idol, cast out every foe 

Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Whiter than snow, yes, whiter than snow, 

Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Lord Jesus, let nothing unholy remain, 

Apply Thine own Blood, and extract every stain; 

To get this blest cleansing I all things forego 

Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." 

III. "MAKE ME TO HEAR JOY AND GLADNESS" (Psalms 51:8 ) 
1. We have before us David's confession of sorrow and grief. He cried, "Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice." 

How grievous must have been David's broken bones! In the 32nd Psalm, David confessed, "When I kept silence my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day." David admitted, that day and night God's hand was heavy upon him. He said, "My moisture is turned into the drought of summer." 

Some have vainly imagined that the pleasures of sin are sweet. No greater mistake could be made. Even the wicked, in their sins, are like the troubled sea when it cannot rest. The saints, however, when they sin, have a bitter cup to drink. 

Do you remember how Peter cursed, and swore, and said, "I know not this Man of whom ye speak"? Do you think that the three days which followed Peter's denial, were days of pleasantness? As Peter stood at the foot of the Cross, an eyewitness of Christ's sufferings, his heart must have wept as he seemed to hear the echo of the words of his denial. When Christ was buried, Peter's sky must have been doubly dark. Truly, darkness brooded over his soul. 

2. We have before us David's longing to hear joy and gladness. He had drunk deeply of the cup of his sin. He had had enough of bitterness, and of aching bones. He sought once more the joy of sins forgiven. 

In Psalms 51:12 he cried, "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation." The word "restore" suggests that he had once known the joy of the Lord. The truth is, David had been used to feasting his soul on the Heavenly manna. He had known what it was to bask in the sunshine of the Lord's smile. Now, he sought again that Divine presence, wherein were fullness of joy and pleasures for evermore. 

IV. "CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART" (Psalms 51:10 ) 
Once more David is examining the cause of his sin. He realizes that the fountain from which the muddy waters of his disobedience had sprung, must have been corrupt. For this reason he cried, praying for the creation of a clean heart, and the renewing of a right spirit within him. 

The Lord Jesus once said, "For, out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, fornication, adulteries," etc. Then He added, All these evil things come from within, "and defile the man." 

The trouble with Israel, of old, lay primarily in the fact that she had a stony heart. Therefore, she could not walk in the Lord's ways. When Christ comes again He gives the promise, "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you." "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh." This is in. line with David's prayer. 

When Christ was talking to Nicodemus, He spoke of the new birth. He said, "Ye must be born again." Here is a message akin to what we are now giving. David did not need the new birth. He was God's child, but he did need power that his new life might hold sway. 

Have we not read of how the Holy Spirit wrote to the Ephesians, "Put off * * the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind." Have we not also read, "That ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness"? If you will study these quotations in the light of David's prayer, you will see how closely the Psalmist trailed the teaching which the Holy Spirit gave a millennium of years afterward. 

"Lord Jesus, Thou seest I patiently wait; 

Come now, and within me a new heart create; 

To those who have sought Thee Thou never saidst No 

Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." 

V. "CAST ME NOT AWAY FROM THY PRESENCE" (Psalms 51:11 ) 
Whatever else may be said of the sinning saint, he suffers much from his sins. (We learn especially in Paul's letter to the Ephesians that all those born-again are called saints.) We are not of those who would teach that the sinning saint loses sonship, we do teach that he loses fellowship. Let us notice two things emphasized in David's prayer! 

1. David prayed that he might not be cast away from his Lord's presence. We remember very well how a young woman, a teacher in one of our Southern colleges, the day in which she was saved, said unto us, "The Lord Jesus came into my heart this afternoon just as realistically as you just entered the door of this room." Then, with a plaintive voice, she added, "Oh, Mr. Neighbour, will He ever leave me?" I remember well the words of my response, "No, Miss Ruby, He will never leave you; but if you sin, He will hide His face." 

There is no doubt of this one thing, sin breaks connections with God. Sin in the believer's life forces God to withhold His presence, and His smiles. If God gave His benedictions and the blessings of His face to those who disobeyed His Word, or sinned against His commands, God would only encourage us in our evil ways. 

2. David prayed that the Holy Spirit might not be taken from him. The Holy Spirit of God indwells all believers, but He infills only those who acknowledge Him, bow to His will, and obey His yoke. He may be with us, and in us, without manifesting Himself to us. No truth is more solemn than this, We may grieve the Spirit, whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption. David felt that he had done this very thing in his sinning. 

How may we grieve the Spirit? God has told us. He says we are to put away lying, anger, stealing, corrupt communication, bitterness, wrath, clamor, evil-speaking and malice; and, grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. If you ask where did God say this, we suggest that you read Ephesians 4:25-32 and see if you do not find it there. 

"I want every moment to feel 

That Thy Spirit resides in my heart, 

That His power is present to cleanse and to heal, 

And newness of life to impart. 

I want, oh, I want to attain 

Some likeness, my Saviour, to Thee! 

That longed-for resemblance once more to regain, 

Thy comeliness put upon me! 

I want to be marked for Thine own, 

Thy seal on my forehead to wear; 

To receive that "new name" on the mystic white stone, 

Which none but Thyself can declare." 

VI. "UPHOLD ME WITH THY FREE SPIRIT" (Psalms 51:12 , l.c.) 
1. We wonder if David had ever felt somewhat self-confident, if he had not trusted somewhat in himself? You know we are all in danger of this very thing. We remember about the time when David sinned against God by numbering Israel. His sin certainly did not consist in the fact of mere figures. Evidently, in counting his thousands of armed men, David began to glory in himself, and perhaps, he began to trust in men more than in God. It was for this very cause that God cut down the forces under Gideon, from 32,000 to 300. 

Peter became self-confident when he said, "Although all shall be offended, yet will not I." This is the place where many begin to lose fellowship. They think they can hoe their own row, paddle their own canoe, and direct their own steps, in place of abiding in God's love and trusting in His grace. 

The Lord has very plainly said in effect, three things: (1) "Let no man glory in men; (1) "Let no man glory in the flesh"; (3) "Let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord." 

2. We are sure that David turned back to God. He said, "Uphold me with Thy free Spirit." He felt indeed, that he had no more confidence in himself. He was now lifting up his hands, the hand of his weakness, to God's hand, the hand of His might. Thus it is that when we recognize our nothingness, we are led to grasp His almightiness. When we realize our impotency, we will look away to His Omnipotency. 

He who says, "I am strong," will never feel led to pray, as David prayed, "Uphold me by Thy free Spirit." 

VII. "DELIVER ME FROM BLOOD GUILTINESS" (Psalms 51:14 ) 
Let us recapitulate for a moment. Seven statements sum up David's prayer of contrition. 

1. "Have mercy upon me." 

2. Wash, cleanse, purge me. 

3. Make me to hear joy and gladness. 

4. Create in me a clean heart. 

5. Cast me not away from Thy presence. 

6. Uphold me with Thy free Spirit. 

7. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness. 

There are two things standing clearly before us. 

1. There is deliverance even to him who sheds another's blood. How often do we hear the question, "Can a murderer be saved?" David, from every moral viewpoint, was a murderer in the case of Uriah, and yet he was delivered from the guilt of his brother's blood. 

We believe that even Cain, who slew his brother, was offered a sin-offering, for that offering was crouching at his door. 

The Bible plainly says, "The Blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin." 

2. There is the restoration of song and testimony to those who have wandered away. David said, "My tongue shall sing aloud of Thy righteousness." He also said, "My mouth shall shew forth Thy praise." 

As long as David was unclean, he could neither teach transgressors God's way, nor could he turn sinners from their sins. Now, with sins forgiven, and the Holy Spirit resting once more upon him, he could praise and teach effectually. 

Both God and men demand of those who minister in the Word, cleanness of heart and of life. God has said, if a man will purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel sanctified and made meet for the Master's use. He has also said, Be ye clean, ye that bear the vessels of the Lord. 

"Take me, O my Father, take me! 

Take me, save me, through Thy Son; 

That which Thou wouldst have me, make me 

Let Thy will in me be done. 

Long from Thee my footsteps straying 

Thorny proved the way I trod; 

Weary come I now, and praying, 

Take me to Thy love, my God! 

Fruitless years with grief recalling, 

Humbly I confess my sin; 

At Thy feet, O Father, falling, 

To Thy household take me in. 

Freely now to Thee I proffer 

This repenting heart of mine; 

Freely life and soul I offer, 

Gift unworthy love like Thine." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"WARRANTED TO REMOVE ALL STAINS" 

As I opened my door one morning, I found on the steps a handbill advertising a wondrous preparation for the removal of all stains in cloth "sure to do it never known to fail." I read it, and thought of other stains more foul stains that had struck into the textures of life, and left a sorry mark upon soul and character guilty stains. Who is without some of these marks? 

Oh, what effort is made to keep them out of sight cover them up washing "with nitre!" But the spots stick; they will not out. Much management may keep them out of others' sight, so that the garment of life is made to look tolerably respectable; but alas! they glare out, and bring discomfort and terror. One's very effort to conceal them often makes them the more prominent, directs attention to them. 

Now what a sale might be made of some mixture that would "take out the stains of sin." What a market it would find! 

Is there anything that will do it? 

Yes, a fountain, and "sinners plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains." 

Near? 

Yes, close at hand; always accessible. 

Costly? 

"Without money and without price." None so poor but may wash here and be clean. 

Where is it? What is it? 

'The Blood of Jesus Christ, that cleanseth from all sin." Soul-stained, sin-defiled, will you try it? If you try it, you will find to your joyful satisfaction that it will just meet your need the very thing you want The voice saith, "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." This is what God says. 

Won't you come to that fountain? Come now, and you will sing, "Happy day, when Jesus washed my sins away!" 
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Verses 1-13
Israel's Coming Day 
Psalms 65:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Book of the Psalms must remain for a great part a closed Book unless we remember that David was a Prophet, and that being a Prophet he wrote much of the things to come. 

It is well also for us to consider that a Prophet did not write dreams of his own brain. He wrote as he was moved by the Holy Ghost. David did not know the future any more than any of us know it. David could not, of himself, possibly foretell what was going to happen to his own people Israel, in the far distant centuries. He was a man, even as we are. 

The sixty-fifth Psalm has a far-flung vision. The Spirit of God is carrying us into the days when Christ shall reign on earth. 

To those of us living in the closing days of Grace, and to those of us upon whom the "age to come" is about to break; the prophecies of Millennial glory should be exceedingly interesting. 

We remember how Christ began with the Prophets; and how, in the Psalms, He opened up the things concerning Himself. We remember how Peter, preceding Pentecost, spoke of the Scripture which the Holy Ghost had spoken by David. We remember how frequently the Psalms are quoted in the Book of Hebrews, as the Spirit revealed the glories of our Christ. With these things before us, let us enter into our study today with enlarged vision. 

To David God revealed much of Israel's coming glory. David was plainly told that God would settle His Kingdom forever, under David's greater Son. David knew assuredly that this promise included the Lord Jesus, for with Christ's reign upon His throne in view, David spoke of the resurrection of Christ. David knew that Christ dead, and detained by the grave, could not sit on an earthly throne. 

Oh, that the Spirit may anoint our eyes with eyesalve that we may grasp what He, through David, so freely wrote concerning the things to come! 

The more we study the Psalms, the more will its Messianic message illumine our minds: the more will its story of Christ born, crucified, buried, risen, exalted and coming again, grip our hearts. 

May God bless us in the study of the Psalm set before us today. 

I. CHRIST'S COMING PRAISE (Psalms 65:1 ) 
The "songs of Zion" as sung, under the leadership of Asaph, by the great Israelitish chorus, reached unto great renown. The nations heard of the praises which echoed throughout the courts of the chosen people. 

Many of the Psalms were sung accompanied by stringed instruments. When Israel was finally carried into Babylon, their captors said, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion." The people, however, hung their harps on the willow trees and said, "How shall we sing the Lord's songs in a strange land?" 

In the Psalm now before us, the Spirit of God is giving prophecy of Israel's restoration and final glory. These are the words that first grip our attention: "Praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Sion." 

The praise of the ten thousand times ten thousand which will reverberate throughout the Heavens when the thrones are set in Heaven, will hardly surpass the praise that awaits the Lord Jesus Christ, when, enthroned as Israel's King He sits on David's throne. 

The whole earth will be filled in those days with the glory of the Lord. It is in Israel, however, that His praise will center. 

If, when the Temple of Solomon was dedicated, the people broke forth with praise; and if, as the singers were as one in praising the Lord, the whole building was filled with His glory, what will it be when Christ Returns! The Man, whose name is "The Branch," will yet arise and build the Temple. Then the Lord will dwell in the midst of His people, as He rejoices over them in love. 

Who can measure the volume of praise that will be heard as the people rejoice in their deliverance and restitution? 

Then His people will come into His presence with rejoicing; then they will make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms, for He will be their God, and they will be the people of His pasture. 

Can you visualize the hour when the Lord reigneth; when the Lord is great in Zion? Can you anticipate the day when the set time of Zion has come; when the Lord shall appear in His glory; when He shall build up Zion; when the nations of the earth shall come to Jerusalem to worship the Lord on the throne of His Kingdom? 

In that day, the people will sing a new song unto the Lord; they will sing with the harp, with trumpets, and with the sound of the cornet. All the earth shall praise the Lord. Here is the way the Psalmist puts it: "Let the sea roar * *. Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together before the Lord; for He cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall He judge the world, and the people with equity." 

II. CHRIST'S WORLD-WIDE WORSHIP (Psalms 65:2 ) 
When Christ came the first time, made of a woman, made under the Law; He came into "the world, and the * * world knew Him not." 

When Christ comes the second time the whole earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

He who came to be despised and rejected of men, will come again to be admired in all who believe. 

It will be a marvelous vision to behold the nations sending up their representatives unto Jerusalem to worship the Lord. From afar shall they come, bringing their gifts of fealty. The few wise men who came from the East to worship the Lord in the days of yore, will be augmented by great multitudes. 

Zechariah, in Spirit, said, "And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, even upon them shall be no rain" (Zechariah 14:16-17 ). 

Jesus Christ will be King of the whole earth, and the earth will acknowledge His Kingship. 

III. ISRAEL'S FUTURE PURGING (Psalms 65:3 ) 
God's chosen people have grievously sinned against their Lord. They have scattered their ways under every green tree; they have dealt treacherously against their God. They defiled their land with their doings. Their tongues have run throughout the whole land whither they have defamed the Lord their God. 

For this very cause God hath scattered them among all nations, even as corn is scattered in a sieve, God's wrath has been heavy upon them. They have become a prey to every beast of the field. Their city, which once was the pride of the whole earth, has been despoiled; their land has been trodden down by strangers. 

Today Israel weepeth sore; her friends have become her enemies. She has been carried captive, and "hath dwelt among the nations," where she has found no rest. Her ways mourn; her gates are desolate; her priests sigh; her enemies prosper; her adversaries are her chiefs; and she is in bitterness, With what joy, therefore, do we read the words of our key verse, "As for our transgressions. Thou shalt purge them away!" 

Blessed be the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob; He shall arise and take away the reproach of His people. 

God hath spoken, and He will perform. He hath said: "I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." 

Thank God! Israel shall yet be saved from all of her uncleannesses. She shall yet stand before the Lord clothed in filthy garments, and the Lord will cause her iniquity to pass away from her; then He will clothe her with a change of raiment; and place a fair miter upon her head. A nation shall be born in a day. 

IV. ISRAEL'S FUTURE SATISFACTION (Psalms 65:4 ) 
When Israel was obedient God blessed her with peace and prosperity. She dwelt in security and safety. She ate the finest of the wheat, and the honey out of the rock. Her ways were ways of pleasantness, and all her paths were peace. 

When Israel forsook the Lord, Jehovah delivered her to sorrow and sighing. Misery were in her paths, and bitterness was her drink. 

During all of the years and centuries of her anguish, God has never forgotten His people. He has kept them in the hollow of His hand. In all of their afflictions, He has been afflicted. Great has been His faithfulness. What Israel could never have obtained, God's election hath obtained for her. 

The one fact that the chosen people are still a people, is sufficient proof that God has not cast her off forever, She has, like Jonah, been swallowed by the nations, but never digested; burned like Moses' bush, but never consumed; in the furnace, like the three Hebrew Children, but never destroyed. 

The miracle of miracles is the "preserved people" a people without a king, without a prince, without a sacrifice, without an image, without an ephod, without a teraphim; and yet, a people kept through the centuries without being amalgamated by the nations. 

What meaneth all of this? It means that Israel shall yet be blessed of God. She shall yet be restored to her land, forgiven and renewed, under one King. 

Then shall Israel say, "We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Thy House, even of Thy holy Temple." 

That wonderful Millennial Psalm, the one hundred and third, says, "Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things." God has said through Jeremiah, "My people shall be satisfied with My goodness." 

V. THE NATIONS SHALL REJOICE IN GOD (Psalms 65:5-7 ) 
When Israel is restored and God has become her salvation, then will all the ends of the earth, and them that are afar off upon the sea, have confidence in God. 

Verse seven says that the Lord will still the noise of the sea, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the people. 

We are reminded of the time when the winds and the waves beat against the ship in which Christ lay fast asleep. The disciples were afraid, but the Master arose, saying, "Peace, be still," and suddenly there was a great calm. 

We are reminded of Christ walking upon the water as the disciples, in the fourth watch of the night, faced the storm, pulling at the oars. We read that when Christ came into the boat the wind ceased. Then they that were in the ship came and worshiped Him, saying, "Of a truth Thou art the Son of God." 

When Christ comes to the Mount of Olives the earth will be in the throes of the greatest battle it has ever known. The Lord Jesus will speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in His sore displeasure. Then will He speak peace, and there will be a great calm. 

This is the way it is put in Psalms 46:1-11 : "The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: He uttered His voice, the earth melted." 

Again the Psalmist wrote, "He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; He burneth the chariot in the fire." 

What is it that follows? "Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth." 

Thus we have seen that the ends of the earth will turn to the Lord, and that Christ will reign as Prince of Peace. 

VI. THE PHYSICAL EARTH WILL BE MADE FRUITFUL (Psalms 65:9-13 ) 
We come now to words which are frequently used in our annual Thanksgiving services. Verse eleven is a favorite text on such occasions; "Thou crownest the year with Thy goodness; and Thy paths drop fatness." 

The Spirit, in truth, is telling us of that day when God will once more visit the earth and water it. The River of God will enrich the land. Even the ridges will be watered abundantly, and the furrows thereof shall be made soft with showers. The very wilderness will be turned into pastures, and the little hills will rejoice. Flocks of sheep will fill the pastures; and corn will cover the valleys. In fact, the earth will shout for joy and singing. 

The day is coming when the hills will melt with new wine. The wilderness will bloom and blossom as a rose. Instead of the thorn will come up the fir tree, and instead of the briar will come up the myrtle tree. 

In those days the plowman will overtake the reaper, and the sower of seed will follow hard upon him who reapeth the grain. The parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water; in the habitation of dragons, the reeds and the rushes and the grass will grow. 

In that day, and at that time, "the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them." 

In that day, and at that time, "the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on a cockatrice' den." 

The whole physical creation has been made subject to vanity for man's sake. This same creation shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
PALESTINE JEWS NOW EXPECTING A MESSIAH 

"He will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others." 

"According to Samuel J. Williams of Columbus, Ohio, who has been pursuing special studies in Palestine in preparation for a master's degree, a new Messiah who will become King of the Jews and whose appearance will put an end to the next world war is predicted by the orthodox Jews in the Holy Land. They declare that He will be "a superman," and that His Kingdom will be a great center from which will radiate peace and brotherhood extending throughout the entire world. 'Of the 150,000 Jews in Palestine,' says Mr. Williams, 'most of whom have returned from the four corners of the earth since the war, at least 50,000 are expecting developments to transpire rapidly until, at an unexpected moment, the Messiah will be revealed." 
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Verses 1-21
The Psalm of the Trespass Offering 
Psalms 69:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The 69th Psalm, which we are to study today, is one of those great Calvary Psalms which stir our souls. Like other Psalms there are some things in it of an historical message, but the Psalm can meet its fulfillment only in our greater David, even in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The heading of the Psalm says: "David complaineth of his afflictions, he prayeth for deliverance, he praiseth God with thanksgiving." These headings, however, have been added by the fingers of men. We do not deny that there are certain truths in the headings, but we do say emphatically that the Psalm has a far wider meaning. There are things here which David could not have said about himself. 

Beside this, certain verses in this Psalm are quoted in the New Testament as being fulfilled in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Here is our conclusion: When we read the Psalms we must remember that David was a Prophet, and that he was speaking, as he was moved by the Spirit, of the Lord Jesus. Did not Christ on the Emmaus Road bring out of the Psalms things referring to Himself? Does not the New Testament say that the Holy Ghost spake "by the mouth of His servant, David"? Let us give you an example of what we mean. 

Apart from the Holy Ghost, David could never have written the words, "They gave Me also gall for My meat; and in My thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink." We know that David did not say this of himself, but they referred to the Lord Jesus Christ as centuries later He hung on the Cross. 

On the other hand David never prayed with such maledictions against his enemies as we find in this Psalm beginning with Psalms 69:22 , These words were fulfilled, not upon David's immediate enemies, but upon Israel because they crucified the Lord on the Cross, and upon these, also, the Romans, who abetted the crucifixion and actually drove the nails. 

It was Israel, nationally, and not David's enemies, whose table became a snare, whose eyes were darkened, and whose loins were made to shake. 

It was upon national Israel that God poured out His indignation, and let His wrathful anger take hold of them. It was their habitation which became desolation. All these things will be developed as this study proceeds. 

What we wish to do, is to impress the fact that this Psalm, as other Psalms, has a direct reference to Christ and to things to come. If we are going to read the Psalms as a mere historical Book, teaching us David's personal heartthrobs, prayers, praise; or even his curses upon his enemies; we are going to miss the message of God. The Book of Psalms should be studied as one of the most marvelously prophetic Books of the Bible. Only thus can we comprehend its message. 

I. CHRIST OVERWHELMED WITH WATERS OF JUDGMENT (Psalms 69:1-2 ) 
Let us in our mind's eye imagine the Lord Jesus Christ approaching the hill that is lone and gray, in that land far away. Let us see the Cross lying prone upon the ground, "Hark! I hear the dull blow of the hammer swung low; They are nailing my Lord to the Tree." 

Let us now see the Cross raised, and see it fall into the orifice which was dug for it. The people surge about the Cross. They wag their heads. They cry out against Him as our Lord hangs there. Darkness begins to gather. God hides His face. The burden of a world's sin overwhelms Him as He dies a substitutionary death. With this vision of the Cross before us let us notice thoughtfully God's foreshadowing of that hour through His Prophet, David, as described in our key verses. 

Our text says, "The waters are come in unto My soul. I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow Me." When waters are used typically in the Word of God, they speak of overwhelming grief and sorrow. 

The Lord wrote to His saints: "When thou passest through the waters * * they shall not overflow thee." Waters suggest "peoples," "tongues" and "nations." They represent here the surgings of the multitudes as they came against the Son of God. 

The waters were deep as they rolled against our Saviour. We are reminded of the flood, and how the waters deluged the whole earth. Those waters anticipated these waters of His sorrow. 

We are reminded of the waters which passed over Jonah, when he said, "The floods compassed me about: all Thy billows and Thy waves passed over me." He said, "The waters compassed me about, even to the soul." So it was with our Lord Jesus Christ. He was overwhelmed with the waves of God's wrath, as He bore our sins upon the Tree. 

II. CHRIST HATED WITHOUT A CAUSE (Psalms 69:4 ) 
"They that hate Me without a cause are more than the hairs of Mine head: they that would destroy Me, being Mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty." Some one may object, saying that the enemies of Christ who were at the Cross were not more than the hairs of His head. However, there were multitudes of unseen Satanic hosts likewise around that Cross. 

Besides, there were innumerable people down through the ages who had shown toward our Saviour the same spirit of hate that was shown that crucifixion day. 

That which we wish to particularly stress, however, is not the fact that He was hated, "hated without a cause." 

Who, being innocent, has ever suffered as He suffered? They found no fault in Him, and yet they crucified Him. There were none who could convince Him of sin, and yet He was made sin for us. He went among the people doing good: He healed the sick, He fed the hungry, and gave words of cheer to the brokenhearted. He caused the lame to leap, He cast out demons, He raised the dead, He gave sight to the blind eyes. Why should they have hated Him? He lived for their good, served their interests and then He died for their salvation. 

After Pilate had heard all the accusations of the people against the Lord Jesus, he said, "I find no fault in this Man." The Lord, Himself, said, "If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now they have both seen and hated both Me and My Father. But this cometh to pass, that the Word might be fulfilled that is written in their Law, They hated Me without a cause." 

III. CHRIST, THE BEARER OF THE SINS OF OTHERS (Psalms 69:7 ) 
The Psalmist now is anticipating the substitutionary work of the Cross. The reproach and the shame which He bore, and which covered His face was ours. Here are words of the Prophet David. They are words which could be said of the Lord alone: "Because for Thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered My face." 

We remember how it is written, "Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross, despising the shame." What was that shame? What was the reproach of that Cross? 

It was this: Christ the Holy One, reckoned among sinners. "He was numbered with the transgressors." 

It was this: Christ, the Giver of peace and rest, hung upon the Cross with His body bruised until His face was more marred than any man, and His form more than the sons of men. When we think of His unnatural position, the inflamed wounds, the exposed nerves: when we think of the blood from the thorns matting His heavy, long hair; when we see blood dripping from hands, and feet, and bruised back; when we behold the mocking, mad mob which surged against Him, we begin to understand something of the shame and reproach of that Cross. 

It was this: they spat upon Him; they cried against Him; they defamed Him. It was this: that the Father hid His face, and darkness hung over the Cross, all because the Son of God was reckoned as a sinner in our behalf, and made sin for us. 

There is no doubt that the 69th Psalm in our key verse refers to Christ bearing this shame and this suffering in our stead. Read it again: "The reproaches of them that reproached Thee are fallen upon Me." We wonder if we are willing to step under the shame of that hour. As the reproach against God fell on our Lord, are we willing for the reproach of our Lord to fall upon us? Shall we bear it? 

IV. CHRIST AN ALIEN TO HIS MOTHER'S CHILDREN (Psalms 69:8 ) 
"I am become a stranger unto My brethren, and an alien unto My mother's children." This Scripture opens up a vista of Christ's family life that few, perhaps, have understood. "I am become a stranger unto My brethren" might refer to His people, Israel, because Christ was after the flesh, a son of Abraham. 

The expression, "An alien unto My mother's children" cannot, however, be so interpreted. We must remember that while Christ Himself was begotten by the Holy Ghost and born of the virgin Mary, there were other children who came unto that home by natural generation. James, Joses, and Judas, were sons of Mary and Joseph. There were also daughters, born to Joseph by Mary. Their names are not given. 

As Mary and Joseph's children grew up, the Lord Jesus Christ, who was older than they, became isolated by them. Perhaps there was something whispered around which cast a question mark around Christ's birth; and these rumors may have come to the ears of these three boys, and the girls. There certainly was a "mystery" that hung over the conception of Jesus. Of all of this we cannot speak definitely however, without contradiction, Jesus Christ was an alien to His mother's children. They treated Him as though He was not one of them. 

Have you ever read this further Scripture? "I was a reproach among all Mine enemies: but especially among My neighbours, and a fear to Mine acquaintance: they that did see Me without fled from Me. I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel. For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on every side: while they took counsel together against Me, they devised to take away My life" (Psalms 31:1-24 ). 

The slander which was against our Lord, no doubt, had to do with the fact that He was born of a virgin. Mary could not reply to a mocking populace as to how the Spirit of God had come upon her, and as to how the Christ was begotten of the Holy One. 

Alas, there are those today who deny the virginity of Mary and her immaculate conception; and some of these are supposedly among His friends. 

V. CHRIST WAS EATEN UP WITH THE ZEAL OF HIS HOUSE (Psalms 69:9-10 ) 
"For the zeal of Thine House hath eaten Me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached Thee are fallen upon Me." 

It is in the 2nd chapter of John that we read the story of Christ entering the Temple in Jerusalem and driving out the sellers of oxen, of sheep and of doves. 

It was there that the Lord overturned the tables of the money-changers, and with a whip, or scourge of small cord, drove out the men who had defamed His Father's House. The remarkable thing about this is the statement, that "His disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of Thine House hath eaten Me up." This statement in John's Gospel makes certain that the words of our key verses refer to Christ. 

No one ever loved Jerusalem as Christ loved it. No one ever loved the Temple as He did. When He saw what was done in His Father's House, He could no longer restrain Himself. He bore the shame, the maledictions centered against Himself without a word; however, when He saw that Israel had set herself against the Father, and the Father's House, it overwhelmed Him with grief. Can you imagine the zeal of His heart toward the House of His God? as He drove out the money changers? 

Let us go to another scene. Now we stand with the Lord on the hill, that overlooks the city of Jerusalem. Looking down we see the beloved city, of which the Holy Spirit wrote: "Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces." It is the city of God, and its inhabitants are the people of God. 

Strange throbbings come into our souls! We see tears running down the face of our Lord. He is weeping"! Then, He lifts up His voice, and, perhaps, with extended hands He cries, "If "thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes." Christ went on as He wept to tell of Israel being trodden down of the enemy. Surely His heart beat for His people. We can almost see Him there. Like Jeremiah, he cried: "How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people!" Like Hosea, He cried, "How shall I give thee up, O Ephraim?" Yes, the zeal of His Father's House ate Him up. 

VI. CHRIST UPON THE CROSS (Psalms 69:21 ) 
There are so many wonderful things in this Psalm that we are loathe to omit any of them. This one we must not overlook. Psalms 69:21 says: "They gave Me also gall for My meat; and in My thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink." 

We know how this was fulfilled, and how Christ, when He had tasted the gall and the vinegar refused to drink it. Preceding this expression in the Psalms, we have the pitiful prayer of Christ as He lifts His voice toward the Father: "O God, in the multitude of Thy mercy hear Me, in the truth of Thy salvation. Deliver Me out of the mire, and let Me not sink: let Me be delivered from them that hate Me, and out of the deep waters. Let not the waterflood overflow Me, neither let the deep swallow Me up, and let not the pit shut her mouth upon Me." 

The Lord Jesus felt utterly consumed with physical weariness and weakness. The powers of darkness were sweeping against Him. The floods of wrath were overflowing Him. Even God was hiding His face. 

It was about this time that the Lord entered into the deepest expression of His anguish upon Calvary. He was being reckoned sin for us; our iniquities were upon Him; our transgressions were weighing Him down. Then, mid the gloom, He cried, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 

It was in this hour that some of those at the foot of the Cross took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar and put it on a reed. Others mocked Him, saying, "This Man calleth for Elias"! "Let us see whether Elias will come to save Him." 

As we drink of the cup of the New Testament (covenant) of His Blood, let us never forget that He refused the sponge of vinegar mixed with gall, that He might drink the cup of death for every man. 

VII. CHRIST'S RESURRECTION AND EXALTATION (Psalms 69:30 ; Psalms 69:35 ) 
We could not leave this Psalm without giving its final picture of exaltation, which describes Christ risen from the dead, and sees Him enthroned as King over Israel, reigning in Zion. 

Psalms 69:30 says, "I will praise the Name of God with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving." 

From the darkness of Calvary we pass into the glory and light of the paeans of praise, which crown His resurrection. How wonderful! He says the humble shall see this, and be glad. 

While disciples still wept, and the women still mourned on that memorable resurrection day, the Lord's angels, full of joy and gladness announced Christ's being raised from the dead. The angels were amazed, and said unto the women: "Why weepest thou?" "He is not here, but is risen." 

Afterward the Lord Jesus met the women and said to them, "All hail!" That is to say, "All joy!" Truly the shadows had passed! The darkness of Calvary was gone! 

Had Christ remained in the gloom of that tomb we had been forever of all men the most miserable. Our faith would have been gone; our hope shattered. 

However, with Christ risen we are begotten again unto a more lively Hope. The joy-bells ring; the songs of praise and thanksgiving sound: All those who name His Name, magnify and bless Him. 

There is another picture in Psalms 69:35 and Psalms 69:36 : "For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah: that they may dwell there, and have it in possession. The seed also of His servants shall inherit it: and they that love His Name shall dwell therein." Next to the contrast of the suffering's of Christ, with His glory; stands the contrast of the perfidy and shame of Israel, with her national salvation and restoration. The people who once gathered around that Cross and cried, "Away with Him," shall yet seek His face. The nations who once crucified Him, will yet crown Him. Christ shall yet reign in Zion! 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
SUBSTITUTION TAUGHT 

A young man was asked when he first trusted in Christ and was saved. His answer was, "When the bee stung mother." When he was a little boy he was playing before the door, while his mother was working inside. Suddenly a bee came buzzing at the door, and he ran in to his mother, followed by the bee. She hid him behind her. The bee fastened on her bare arm and stung her severely. She turned round, took her little boy, and showed him her arm. There was the place where she was stung, and there was the bee slowly crawling up her arm. "You need not fear the bee now, Willie," she said, "for it has no sting. It cannot hurt you. Its sting is here." She showed her little boy a black speck sticking in the wound. And then she took him on her knee, and told him how the sinner, pursued by God's broken Law, by death whose sting is sin, could find no shelter save behind the Cross of Christ; while in that spotless One who hung there was plunged the fatal sting; to Him was meted out the wrath, the stripes, the bruises, the wounds, which were the sinner's due, so that now all the sinner has to do is to look, and death is harmless, because all its sting has been exhausted in Christ, all its dark waters dried up in Him, and nothing now remains but to bow in thankfulness and praise to the One who is mighty to save. "Christ also suffered for sins once, the Righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring us to God." The Ram's Horn. 
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Verses 10-19
The Story of the Vine 
Psalms 80:10-19 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The vine tree is a type of Israel. When Jesus Christ gave the parable of the vine and the branches He said: "I am the True Vine, and * * ye are the branches." We immediately wonder who the vine which was not the True might represent. In the 80th Psalm, this query is definitely answered. 

We read: "Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt." We know that Israel was brought out of Egypt. Therefore Israel was the vine which was untrue. Let us see if we can find out why Israel was untrue to her calling as a vine. 

2. Israel was a fruitless vine. In the 15th of John there is this statement: "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit." The Book of Hosea clearly tells us; "Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall bear no fruit." 

When God called Abraham, He called him to be a blessing. That is another expression for fruitfulness. The hand of God sought continually to use Israel for a people, a praise, a name, and a glory, but Israel would not hear. 

We have read how, in the days of David and of Solomon, the fame of Israel went everywhere as she established the name and the glory of Jehovah to the ends of the earth. However, soon after Solomon's death, the kingdom was divided and apostasy began to take hold of Israel. Now and again, good kings, faithful to God, arose and led Israel in the paths of righteousness; but steadily the declining of the faith and the lack of the bearing of fruit came upon God's people, until, instead of being a blessing, Israel carried a curse whithersoever she went. 

The Book of Ezekiel makes this very plain when it says: "And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they profaned My holy Name." The result of this is clearly set forth in the Book of Hosea, where Ephraim is described as joined to her idols; as oppressed and broken in judgment; as a cake not turned. The result of all this was that strangers devoured her strength; she made many altars to sin; and her glory fled from her as a bird flieth. 

3. Israel shall one day be fruitful again. Hosea once more describes God as a Father, saying, when Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called My son out of Egypt." "I taught Ephraim also to go." "I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love." Then, as God the Father beheld the wanderings of Israel His son, He is described as crying, "How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel?" 

The last chapter of Hosea then describes Israel's return unto the Lord her God, and God is saying: "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for Mine anger is turned away from him." Then again He says: "I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread." 

Afterward, Ephraim is made to say: "What have I to do any more with idols? I have heard Him, and observed Him." Then comes the significant statement, " From Me is thy fruit found." 
Thank God, the day is coming when God's Children of Israel, who were broken off because of their fruitlessness, shall be grafted in again. Let us give this little warning to the Church: If God spared not the natural branches and they were broken off, let the church take heed lest it also shall not be spared. To the extent that the Church becomes a fruitless vine, it comes under the curse, and in danger of being trampled under the feet of men and burned with fire. 

I. LOOKING BACKWARD (Psalms 80:8 ) 
1. "Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt." The Holy Spirit is reminding Israel of her beginning as a nation. She had been 400 years in Egypt, and under most trying circumstances during most of that time. Yet, in spite of her slavery and serfdom, she had prospered into a great nation. 

The Spirit is also reminding Israel that it was God who had brought her out. She had not come out, she was brought out; and brought out with a mighty deliverance. God had opened her a path through the sea, and she walked through on dry land. Then Pharaoh, who pursued her, was overthrown in the sea. 

The Holy Spirit speaks of Israel as a vine brought out of Egypt, because the only province of a vine is to bear fruit. 

Let us pause a moment. Has God not brought us out of Egypt, even out of the world? Has He not separated us from among the nations and unto Himself? Does He not call us His vine; and are we not saved to bear fruit unto Him? Yes, all of this is true. 

2. "Thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it." The story continues to breathe great eternal verities. The land where Israel, the vine, was planted is known as "Caanan." That land was inhabited by seven nations who were ripened in their iniquity, These were all cast out before the onward march of God's conquering hosts. 

It was not, however, Israel's great armies which gave her victory; it was not her ability as a trained force; it was God who cast out the nations before her. Let us again take all of this to heart. When God called His Church unto Himself, He promised her His power: "All power is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth. Go * * and, lo, I am with you." It is the power of God that leads us on to victory. Whether at home among the churches, or on the far-flung mission field, it is the same all-powerful Christ who leads us on. 

II. MAKING READY FOR A PEOPLE (Psalms 80:9 ) 
1. "Thou preparedst room before it." God always went in the way before His people Israel. He went in a cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. He picked out the place where they were to pitch their tents, When the time had come for them to move, He said something like: "Ye have dwelt in this Mount long enough." He gave orders to camp, and He gave orders for the march. 

Here is something just as true of us as Christians. He goes before us, and He prepares everything ahead of time in our behalf. "The Lord is my Shepherd." This was true of Israel, but it is also true of us. He knoweth His sheep. He calls them by name. He leadeth them forth. The Holy Spirit has been sent down from Heaven to tell us when to go, and where to go. 

When Paul assayed to go into certain cities, the Spirit suffered him not. He would have gone to Asia, but he was forbidden by the Holy Ghost. He assayed to go to Bithynia, but the Spirit suffered him not. Let us, therefore, as Christians, await our marching orders, and when they come, let us be quick to follow. 

2. Thou "didst cause it to take deep root." The Lord not only put Israel in the land, planting her as a vine is planted, but He caused her to take deep hold upon the soil. He rooted her in, so that she could not be thrown out. The story of Israel in the land of Canaan is remarkable. It is wonderful to consider. Even until this hour, God has a remnant in that land, and that remnant is steadily increasing. 

Now, let us make our application to the Church. History repeats itself. What was true of Israel in her beginning, was true of the Church in hers. God also caused the Church to take a deep root. It was not long until thousands were turning to the Lord. It was not long until many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

Within a few centuries the Word had gone forth into varied parts. The last statement of Psalms 80:9 is: "It filled the land." Israel filled her land, and the Church did as much. The numbers of the disciples multiplied greatly. Even in the days of Paul, he was spoken of as one who had turned the world upside down. Thank God for the march of missions, as the Church still sweeps on from victory to victory. 

III. BLESSED IN ORDER TO BE MADE A BLESSING (Psalms 80:10-11 ) 
1. "The hills were covered with the shadow of it." The very word "shadow" bespeaks the fact of spiritual beneficence. Our Lord is described as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. The people sought to get under Peter's shadow as he passed by. Thus Israel, as she prospered and covered the hills, became a shadow, a place of rest and protection unto the people who passed by. 

2. "The boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars." We speak now of strength. The cedar lifts its head upward, but it also sends its roots downward. The adjective "goodly" describes the fact that Israel was sown among the nations, and known for her graciousness. It also suggests that she was acceptable unto God, and that she pleased Him well. 

Once more we refer to the Church. It, too, was as a goodly cedar. It, too, stretched forth its boughs where the people might gather under its blessings. It too was goodly, both in the sight of God and of men. 

3. "She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river." These words speak of the amazing growth of the Children of Israel, and how her blessings reached unto the Gentiles. She covered the land, and she covered the sea with her glory. 

Did not the Church also have a marvelous beginning, as well as a marvelous sending out of her boughs unto the sea the nations? The Church was born on her knees, baptized in the Holy Ghost the day she was born. On that first blessed day, the Day of Pentecost, there were as many as a dozen nations represented, from whom many believed and were baptized and returned to their own countries to proclaim the gospel message. 

Soon the workers went out from Jerusalem as far as Judea and Samaria. Then the Lord saved Paul under a commission to carry His Gospel far hence unto the Gentiles. 

IV. BROKEN DOWN BECAUSE OF FRUITLESSNESS (Psalms 80:12-13 ) 
1. "Why hast Thou then broken down her hedges?" Here is a solemn question. A people so marvelously led of God, so wonderfully empowered by God, and at the first so fruitful unto God, became broken down. Her hedges, which God had put about her to protect her from her foes, were cast under the feet of men. Whereas she was once an honor among the nations, she became a password and a byword. 

We cannot but think of Christ as He gave the message of the vine and the branches. We can almost hear Him saying: "If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned." When Israel became a fruitless vine, she became a useless vine; and was worthy of nothing, only to be broken down and burned. 

Let the Church take warning. The only way we can glorify God is to bear fruit, more fruit, and much fruit. If we do not bear fruit, the same judgment which befell God's people of old will befall us. 

2. Why do all which pass by the way, pluck her? Here is a picture of a mocking, taunting world. Israel, which was once the joy of the Lord and His glory among the nations, became no more than a byword among the nations. Those who passed by plucked her, "We have recently been in Jerusalem, and we beheld the present plight of the Children of Israel. Tourists come from all parts of the earth, and they pass by, only to be amazed at the depleted condition of God's people. The Arabs hold much of her former land, and they also are enemies to the people of God's former favor. Psalms 80:13 says: "The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it." 

We refer to the nominal church. Just to the extent that it leaves the faith once delivered unto the saints, and turns its pulpit over to the social gospel, just to that extent do the boars of the wood and the wild beasts of the field devour it. 

The true Church is under God's blessing only so long as it is a separated and sanctified people standing true to the Gospel of grace. To the extent that the gospel message is obliterated, God's blessing is removed, and the people suffer ridicule and mocking. 

V. A PLEA FOR CHRIST'S RETURN (Psalms 80:14 ) 
1. There is the call, "Look down from Heaven, and behold." These words are uttered by a people who are trodden down, plucked at, and devoured. They are asking God to look down upon them, and to behold their plight. They are pleading for mercy. 

As we visited Jerusalem we thought of its people at the wailing wall, still crying for mercy. They are beating their heads upon the wall as they cry. They have given themselves over to wailing. 

2. There is the call, "Return, we beseech Thee, O God of Hosts." Israel is, even now, turning her face upward with this very plea. There are many in her midst who are asking for the Messiah to come to deliver Jerusalem. This cry is the same as in Isaiah 64:1-12 , where Israel is heard to say, "Oh that Thou wouldest rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come down." 

Therefore Israel seeks for Him for whom, for so many years, they have sought not. He who has been spreading out His hands to them, now sees them spreading out their hands to Him. Zechariah puts it this way, "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications." 

We wonder if there is no similar longing upon the part of the true Church of God? We, too, are saying, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." Our hearts are looking upward, to wit, for the redemption of our bodies, and for the Coming of the Lord with His rewards. 

3. There is the call, "Visit this vine." This final call of our verse makes sure for what Israel is calling, for she is the vine which God brought out of Egypt, and planted; she is the vine that is trodden down. Now she cries, "Visit this vine; and the vineyard which Thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that Thou madest strong for Thyself." What an admission is this to be found upon the lips of a people who have, for centuries, refused His favor, and rejected His grace. 

Israel must yet acknowledge that God planted her, and made her strong. She must again turn her face toward Him in true repentance. Her hope shall yet be in Him. 

VI. THE MAN OF GOD'S RIGHT HAND (Psalms 80:16-17 ) 
1.Psalms 80:16

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Psalms+80:16&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Psalms 80:16 continues the cry: "It is burned! with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of Thy countenance." What a confession. Israel at last reaches the place where she acknowledges that her burnings, and her cutting down, have been from the hand of Jehovah. In this she conceded her sins, and acknowledges her judgments as from God. 

This verse dovetails perfectly with John 15:6 , where Christ said, "if a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned." This verse is also in line with Ezekiel 15:6 , "As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of Jerusalem." God does not burn them, but He delivers them to men to be burned. 

2.Psalms 80:17

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Psalms+80:17&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Psalms 80:17 continues with a strong and indubitable acknowledgment of the Lord Jesus Christ. It reads: "Let Thy hand be upon the Man of Thy right hand." Who is this? It can be none other than the One whom Israel delivered unto death, but whom God hath raised from the dead. It is the Christ, risen, exalted, and seated at the right hand of God, awaiting until He shall come again. 

Now, even Israel acknowledges all of this, and concludes by saying, "The Man of Thy right hand, * * the Son of Man whom Thou madest strong for Thyself." What a marvelous admission! Here is Israel not only acclaiming the Lord she crucified, as the Man of God's right hand, but also acknowledging that He is the Son of Man, whom God made strong for Himself. The Son of Man is the Name that Christ used of Himself so often, as He spoke of His relationship to Israel. Israel now admits His claim. 

VII. A FINAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF CHRIST AS SAVIOUR (Psalms 80:18-19 ) 
1. "So will not we go back from Thee." Israel is telling Jehovah that if He will send Christ again to her salvation, she will not only acknowledge Him, but she will be saved, never to backslide again. This is all in keeping with other Scriptures. For instance, Ezekiel says, "I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My Statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be My people, and I will be your God." 

2. "Quicken us, and we will call upon Thy Name." All self-trust is gone. Israel is crying for a quickening. The word "quicken us" suggests a new birth, a new heart. When God deals with Israel again, He will deal with her as He has dealt with the true Church; He will give her a new birth. This will mean more than a creation, it will mean a begetting. 

3. "Turn us again, O Lord God of Hosts, cause Thy face to shine; and we shall be saved." Thank God for such a prayer. When God has done a work for Israel it will be a perfect work. She will not stand before Him on any plane of works, but upon the plane of grace. He will do the quickening, the turning, the saving. He will cause His face to shine. 

Israel is a recipient of grace. She is a suppliant and a pleader. How we wish that the Church would keep her place as such an one. When we turn from grace to achievement and self-trust, we turn from redemption and the new birth to a formal, self-made hope that can never save, and never keep. Let us stand before Him, by way of the Cross. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
It is wonderful how God can take the roughest of lives and soften them and make them capable of bearing fruit, and, in so doing, make them to magnify His great transforming power. 

"The story of Murillo's masterpiece that hangs in the Seville Cathedral, I suppose one of the great paintings of the world, is interesting. You could not price it. There is nothing to compare with it. Do you remember how it was painted? The great artist was in a monastery, and one morning he was inspired to paint it was an irresistible impulse. He called for some canvas; but they had no artist's canvas in the monastery, so they searched around and they brought him some rough brown canvas little better than sacking; that was all they had, and he took it, rough and coarse as it was, and stretching it across a board, he painted on it the world's masterpiece. 

And some of our lives are a bit rough and ugly. The Lord Would fill you with His own Spirit, so that you may go out and live a life that is sweet." The Gospel Graphic. 
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Verses 1-37
The Psalm of Worshipful Praise 
Psalms 89:1-37 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
By way of introduction we shall take the first two verses of our study and see what God will give us. Let us quote to you these verses in full. "I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I make known Thy faithfulness to all generations. For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: Thy faithfulness shalt Thou establish in the very Heavens." With these words before us, let us notice the unique place which praise holds among the children of God. 

1. The first praise mentioned in the Bible; that is, the praise which was first. In the Book of Job God is talking unto Job and He says, "Where wast thou when * * the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?" Here was praise away back when God first created the earth. It was then that the morning stars sang. It was then that the sons of God shouted for joy. 

2. The praise of deliverance. This was the praise of Moses and Israel when the Children of Israel came through the Red Sea as by dry land. How their shouts of joy and victory must have rung out. Moses and the Children of Israel sang, saying, "I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. The Lord is my Strength and song and He is become my Salvation." Read in the 15th of Exodus the words of the complete song which they sang. 

When they had finished, Miriam, Moses's sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances and Miriam answered them, "Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea." Thus she picked up the very words which Moses and the men had sung. 

3. The song at the building of the Temple. After Solomon had finished the work, and the time of the dedication of God's House had come, "It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying, For He is good; for His mercy endureth for ever: that then the House was filled with the cloud, even the House of the Lord." 

That was, indeed, a glorious day, and how they must have sung with their cymbals and psalteries and their harps. 

4. Praises at the rebuilding of the walls. Israel had been in great stress. The enemy had overthrown their city, but in the days of Nehemiah under the patronage of the king, the walls had been repaired. Then it was that all Israel broke forth into singing and in praise. "For Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites that waited. And both the singers and the porters * * were chief of the singers and songs of praises." It was so also in the days of Ezra. It was also the same in the days of their captivity, when the Lord had given deliverance. By the rivers of Babylon, in the days of their captivity, they sat down and wept. They hung their harps upon the willows, and they said, "How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land." When, however, the Lord brings them back from the North and from the South and from the East and the West and puts them once more in their own land, they will indeed shout for joy, and their praise will fill the whole earth. 

5. The songs of the Church. From Pentecost the Church has always been filled with the joy of the Lord. Heathendom of today knows nothing of the songs which thrill the saints of God. A life that is filled with the Holy Spirit is a life that is filled with song, even as God hath said, "Be filled with the Spirit; speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord," 

6. Singing in the days to come. In the air there will be great convocations of praise, in which both angels and the redeemed of the earth will join together in praising God and the Lamb. With what majestic power and glory will they say, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." We all shall join in those days in the song of Moses and the Lamb. 

I. THE CERTAINTY OF GOD'S COVENANT (Psalms 89:3-4 ) 
Here is God's Covenant with David: "I have made a Covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto David My servant, Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations." There is no doubt at all that Jesus Christ was crucified according to the counsel and foreknowledge of God; but He was also raised from the dead and loosed from the pains of death, because it was impossible that He should be holden of it. 

David knew that God had sworn unto him with an oath that He would raise up Christ to sit upon his throne. David believed that what God had promised, He would do. The Covenants of God are unchangeable. 

In Acts 17:1-34 are these remarkable words: "He (God) hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom He hath ordained; whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead." 

These words mean nothing if they do not mean that God will fulfill His Covenant to David because He hath raised up Christ. The One whom He has raised from the dead He will bring again to the earth to sit on David's throne. Thus will David's throne be established through all generations. 

Did not the Lord say, "Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder." Then He added, "Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David," 

Did not the angel Gabriel say to Mary, concerning her Son and Babe, "The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: * * and of His kingdom there shall be no end"? 

This was God's Covenant which He made with David; David knowing it, came and sat before the Lord and said, "This was yet a small thing in Thy sight, O Lord God." What was a small thing? That the Lord had brought David out of the sheepcote, as a shepherd of his father's sheep, and had made him shepherd-king over Israel. He had brought him hitherto thus far, then David said, "This is a small thing; here then is the big thing." "For Thou hast also spoken of Thy servant's house for a great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the estate of a man of high degree, O Lord God." 

The Man of High Degree is none other than Christ who came from on high, even as it is written, that David, "being a Prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that * * He would raise up Christ to sit on his throne." This is the Covenant of our Psalms 89:3 and Psalms 89:4 . 

II. HEAVEN AND EARTH VIE IN PRAISE (Psalms 89:5-6 ) 
1. The Heavens shall praise Thy wonders, O Lord. This may mean the people in the Heavens, the great host of angels and archangels; the ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousand; the four living ones; the four and twenty elders, the innumerable hosts of the redeemed; all in Heaven shall praise Thee. 

For our part, we believe that the very movement of the stars in their orbits praise God, even as the aeolion harp sounds forth the sweetest praise through the vibration caused by the winds. 

2. The earth shall praise Him. The congregation of the saints will acclaim His faithfulness. They will say, "Who in the Heaven can be compared unto the Lord? who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord?" God is, and always has been, greatly to be feared and greatly to be praised in the assembly of His saints. He is to be had in reverence of all them that love Him. 

Let all the earth praise the Lord, the Heavens and the things that are therein, the earth and they that dwell therein. The works of the Lord are honorable and glorious, and His righteousness endureth forever. So we say, "Praise the Lord all ye nations, praise Him all ye people." Praise is comely and whosoever praiseth the Lord glorifies Him. 

III. GOD IS GREATLY TO BE FEARED AND REVERED (Psalms 89:7-9 ) 
1. The supreme God. Psalms 89:8 says, "O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto Thee? or to Thy faithfulness round about Thee?" Psalms 89:9 says, "Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, Thou stillest them." There is, indeed, no God like unto our God. He is great and greatly to be praised. His power leaches from one end of Heaven to the other. 

We love to think of God in His authority in nature. We love to watch His power in the dashing of the waves, in the motion of the winds. We cannot help but think of Christ as He has exerted all authority over those things which have to do with nature. God could cause the moon to stand still in the Valley of Ajalon, or He could cause the waves and the winds to be still on the sea of Galilee. God could cause the waters of the Red Sea to divide, or the waters of the Jordan to stand back in a heap. He could send the ravens to feed Elijah, or cause the pot of oil, and the barrel of meal never to fail. Our God has all authority in nature. 

We love to see the power of God in the realm of the spiritual, even as Paul said, that ye may know the "exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward, * * when He raised Him (Christ) from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand * * far above all principality and power." We love to consider the power of God as He raised the physically dead, but even more the power of God as He raises those who are dead in trespasses and sins. 

Once have I heard this, yea, twice, that power belongs unto God. 

2. The call to worship and revere Him. If God is great He is greatly to be feared, and He is to be had in reverence of all them that are about Him. The people of today need to know more of what it is to take off the shoes off their feet. They need to know how to bend their knees in adoration and prayer at His throne. Let all the earth keep silence before Him. At His Name let every knee bow in reverence, and every tongue confess that He is the Christ of God. 

IV. THE ALL-RULING GOD (Psalms 89:10-13 ) 
1. The power of God to undo and scatter His enemies. No arm which is lifted up against the Lord can prosper. God is able to bring down every high look, and everything that lifts up itself, and exalts itself above Him. The second chapter of Isaiah says, "The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down." The same chapter says, "For the Day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low." 

The same chapter also says, "The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day." 

2. The strong and mighty arm of God. "The heavens are Thine, the earth also is Thine: as for the world and the fulness thereof, Thou hast founded them. The north and the south Thou hast created them: * * Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is Thy hand, and high is Thy right hand." We wonder to whom the arm of the Lord has been revealed. 

His arm is mighty to save. We remember how Peter was sinking in the waves, and Christ stretched forth His hand and rescued him. We remember how He saved us with His mighty arm, and broke the powers that held us bound. Yes, we thank Him for the arm of His salvation. 

His arm is mighty to keep. He has said, "Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand." He hath said, "But God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." Where is he who can lay anything to the charge of God's elect? Where is he who can condemn one of God's redeemed? "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" How marvelous it all is. "In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us." His arm is mighty to keep. 

V. ATTRIBUTES OF GOD (Psalms 89:14-17 ) 
1. "Justice and judgment are the habitation of Thy throne." Our God is a just God and cannot excuse the guilty. If He is to save the lost, He must save them without defeating His justice and judgment. He must save them without laying low the majesty and honor of His Law. God will not, and cannot, forgive the guilty, 

2. "Mercy and truth shall go before Thy face." If God is just, how can He be merciful? How can He save the sinner, the guilty? There is only one basis upon which He can be merciful, and that is upon the basis of the Cross. Jesus Christ must take the stripes due to us. He must bear the sin of many. He who knew no sin, must be made sin for us. 

3. "In Thy righteousness shall they be exalted." Our God is a righteous God. Abraham said, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" And God does do right, because righteousness is His raiment. 

We stand amazed now because after we read "Justice and judgment are the habitation of Thy throne," we read again, "Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy countenance." 

4. In Thy righteousness we rejoice. We are amazed, for as soon as we have considered the righteousness of God, and His glory, we also read, "In Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day." In the light of justice and judgment for sin, in the light of the wrath of God against all unrighteousness, wherein cometh the joyful sound? It is none other than the joyful sound of salvation, born of mercy and of truth. 

VI. THE GOD OF ALL BENEFIT (Psalms 89:18-26 ) 
1. "The Lord is our Defence." Our enemies are swift against us. Satan goeth about seeking whom he may devour. Our Lord, however, is our Place of refuge. He is also our Defense. He undertakes for us. He is our Shield and our Buckler. He is our Rock, the Rock of our salvation. We have nothing to fear, because we are hiding in Him. 

2. "The Holy One of Israel is our King." We are the children of His pasture. He is our Ruler, our Lord. We wear His yoke; however, His yoke is easy. We bear His burdens, yet His burdens are light, 

3. God is our Benefactor. He anoints us with holy oil; that is, He gives unto us the Spirit the Spirit of love, joy, and peace. He sets us aside for Himself. 

God establishes us. It is He who makes our message and service authoritative. It is He who keeps us from wandering. 

The Lord strengthens us. He strengthens us with His mighty arm. He clothes us with His power. Be we ever so weak, He says, "I will be with thee." 

God is with us in faithfulness. He says, "Great is My faithfulness, it is fresh every morning; it is renewed every evening." God is not only faithful in character, but is faithful to us in all His actions. He is faithful to all His promises. 

Psalms 89:25 and Psalms 89:26 say, "I will set his hand also in the sea, and His right hand in the rivers. He shall cry unto Me, Thou art my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation." When God speaks unto us He calls us like as a father. We, therefore, may say unto Him, "My Father." We may also call Him, "My God," because there is none other God than He; and we may call Him the Rock of our salvation, because there is no other rock. Thank God for what He is to us, and for all His benefactions. 

VII. AN EVERLASTING, UNBREAKABLE, AND UNCONDITIONAL COVENANT (Psalms 89:27-36 ) 
1. Special promises to David. God is saying something to David His servant, which He will fulfill until the end. When God has spoken, who can draw it back? When God has made a Covenant, who can disannul it? Let us tabulate some of the things pledged to David: 

Â· (1) I will make him my firstborn. 

Â· (2) I will make him higher than the kings of the earth. 

Â· (3) My mercy will I keep for him forevermore. 

Â· (4) My Covenant shall stand fast with him. 

Â· (5) His seed also shall I make to endure forever. 

Â· (6) I will make his throne as the days of Heaven. 

"If his children forsake My Law, and walk not in My judgments; if they break My Statutes, and keep not My Commandments; then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes." 

Â· (7) My lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him. 

Â· (8) I will not suffer My faithfulness to fail. 

Â· (9) My Covenant I will not break. 

Â· (10) I will not alter the thing that has gone out of My mouth. 

Â· (11) I have sworn by My holiness that I will not lie unto David. 

Â· (12) His seed shall endure forever. 

Â· (13) His throne shall endure as the sun before Me. 

Â· (14) It shall be established forever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in Heaven. 

Let us consider these wonderful Covenant pledges and their certainties in the light of other Scriptures. God was not slow in promising David to establish himself and his seed and his throne. When God sent Nathan to David, Nathan gave this covenant unto him, "And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with thy father, that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will establish his kingdom." Then God said, "I will settle him in Mine House and in My Kingdom for ever: and his throne shall be established for evermore." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Surely we have many things for which to praise God, for we were blind and dumb and dead, all three. 

Dr. Goodsell, in one of his meetings in New York, speaking to some reporters over in the corner who were sharpening their pencils and trying to get some news for the next morning's papers, said, "Gentlemen, I have got something that will give you a big headline for tomorrow. The other night three blind men came in here, and their eyes were opened. The other night five deaf men came in here, and their ears were unstopped. The other night four dead men were brought in here, and were raised to life." The reporters stopped sharpening their pencils, and opened their eyes and looked. Then Dr. Goodsell said, "Will those three blind men who had their eyes opened stand up?" And three men stood up. "Will those five deaf men who came in here the other night, and have been hearing ever since, stand up?" And five more men stood up. "Will those four men who were brought in here dead, and were made alive, please stand up?" And they also stood. "Now," said Dr. Goodsell, "we will excuse you reporters while you run out and telephone to your offices that three blind men have received their sight, five deaf men have had their ears unstopped, and four dead men have been made alive again." These up-to-date miracles are being wrought all over the world, demonstrating Romans 1:16 : "The power * * to every one." 
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Verses 1-16
The Psalm of Security 
Psalms 91:1-16 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
It seems to us that the last 4 verses of the 90th Psalm are a fitting introduction or prelude to the glorious security of the believer in the 91st Psalm. We, therefore, will begin with the fourfold prayer of Psalms 90:1-17 in Psalms 90:14-17 . 

1. The first prayer. "O satisfy us early with Thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days." Here is a noble and earnest petition. The one who is saved late in life cannot rejoice and be glad all his days, because the bulk of his days has been spent in sin and in sorrow. Some one might read this, "O satisfy us quickly with Thy mercy," but the latter part of the verse makes us think that the word "early" means early in life. When we are young we need the Lord in His saving grace. We need Him in order that we may be shielded from the sins of youth, from the sowing of seed which must bring the harvest of sorrow, 

2. The second prayer. Psalms 90:15 gives this prayer, "Make us glad according to the days wherein Thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil." No matter what may have been the past, the prayer is that the future may be just as much filled with song and singing as the days of old were filled with sorrow and sighing; that the blessings may outweigh the afflictions; that the good years may overbalance the years of evil. 

The Psalmist very clearly demonstrates that he anticipated no joy and no peace apart from the mercies of the Lord. He knew that there is fullness of joy only at the right hand of the Father; and in His presence alone there are pleasures forevermore. 

3. The third prayer. Psalms 90:16 gives us this prayer: "Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants, and Thy glory unto their children." We remember how God commanded the fathers in the days of yore, saying, "Thou shalt teach [these things] diligently unto thy children." What things are they which are to be taught? The wonderful works of God; how He sent judgment upon Egypt, and how He led Israel through the Red Sea, and through the wilderness. 

4. The fourth prayer. This prayer is passingly beautiful. "And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish Thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish Thou it." 

I believe it was Gipsy Smith who wrote the little song, 

"Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me; 

All His wonderful passion and purity." 

Something similar to this is found inEzekiel 16:14

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Ezekiel+16:14&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Ezekiel 16:14 , where Israel is described as waxing exceeding beautiful, and where her renown went forth among the nations for her beauty. It is there that we read, "For it was perfect through My comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord God." 

Christians need to realize that they are clothed in the righteousness of their Lord, and that He has placed upon them His beauty. Could anyone be clothed with any more delightful a garment than that with which the Spirit clothes us? He robes us in love, joy, peace, longsuffering, goodness, gentleness, and in all those things which glorify His Name. 

In the 3d prayer, above, the prayer is, "Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants." In this 4th prayer the words are, "Establish Thou the work of our hands upon us." It is what we do toward Him, our work and labor of love in His Name, that is now before us. He wants this work to be an established work. A work that is not effervescent. Indeed the work of the believers, which is wrought in the Spirit, will both outlive and outshine the sun. 

I. THE BELIEVER'S DWELLING PLACE (Psalms 91:1 ) 
1. "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High." If I ask you the place of your abode, perhaps you would tell me of a certain city in a certain state or country. Here, however, is another place where all believers may and should dwell. It is spoken of as the "secret place," because it is a place not known, save to the godly. It is the secret place because it is the place where believers cannot be found nor molested by the evil one. 

God grant that each one of us may enter into this secret abiding place. 

2. He shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. We have heard of the shadow of the great rock in the weary land. That is a delightful place to rest, away from the heat of the sun; but what is it to hide under the shadow of the Almighty! We have read of the shadow of His wings. Even Christ said, "How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens." There is, however, more than rest when we are under the shadow of the Almighty: there is peace. There is safety. The expression, "shadow" bespeaks comfort and peace and rest and security and safety. All these we have when we dwell with Him. 

II. "A PLACE OF REFUGE" (Psalms 91:2-3 ) 
1. "He is my refuge and my fortress." Another Scripture says that He is a Refuge "from the storm. The song, Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me, suggests a refuge, because it says, "I will hide myself in Thee." In Israel there were seven cities of refuge. To these anyone could fly from the avenger. Thus we thank God that Christ is our Refuge. 

When Satan seeks us as a roaring lion, we may flee and hide ourselves in Christ. He will be our Refuge and also our Fortress. 

2. "In Him will I trust." And the Lord is the Refuge, therefore, where we may rest in security, unafraid. No matter just who the enemy may be, nor how great his power, we may trust and be not afraid. 

Psalms 91:3 says, "Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence." So long as the Lord is our Refuge and our Fortress we have nothing to fear, for He will also be our strong Deliverer. There is no power that can overwhelm us. There is nothing which can be raised against us. In Him we are safe from Satan's attacks, and from the snares of the enemy. Others may be caught in the enemy's traps. Others may fall by his subtle temptations; but He will deliver us if we hide under the shadow of His wing. 

Let us say just a few words about trust. This is an Old Testament expression. In the New Testament it is faith and belief. Somehow we like the Old Testament word. It sounds so lovely in the 37th Psalm, so expressive, so meaningful, "Trust in the Lord"; "delight thyself also in the Lord"; "commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass." 

When we trust in the Lord, we rest in the Lord: we wait patiently for the Lord: we are not afraid of evildoers. We are not afraid of the wicked who plot against us, because the Lord has undertaken for us and in Him we trust. 

III. A PLACE FREE FROM FEAR (Psalms 91:5 ) 
"Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day." 

1. Here is a trust that is unafraid. Some one showed a little girl a picture of the storm on Galilee and of Christ asleep in the boat. The teacher said, "Would you have been afraid to be in that boat?" Then the little girl said, "No, I wouldn't be afraid, if Christ were there." No matter what happens, we need not fear. 

David said, "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil." He also said, "I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about." With the wicked it is altogether different. They are afraid. They may boast their security and satisfaction in the things of earth, but let sickness come upon them and they are afraid to die. They are afraid of the judgment. They are afraid to meet God. 

In the Book of Revelation and also in Isaiah we have the description of the fear of the ungodly as they hide themselves in the dens and rocks of the mountains, calling on the mountains and rocks saying, "Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" 

2. Here is a trust that is not afraid of the terror by night. The expression "by night" carries with it the thought of the workings of Satan because he is darkness and he works under cover. The little child who is not afraid in the daytime is easily afraid by night. The Christian who trusts in the Lord need not be afraid of any power of darkness which stalks about in the shades. 

He is not afraid of the arrow that flieth by day. He carries with him the shield, the shield of faith, by which he is protected from every fiery dart. The enemy cannot touch him, nor slay him, because he is under the power of the Living God. 

God grant that all fear may be taken away from us. 

IV. A PLACE OF COMPLETE DELIVERANCE (Psalms 91:6-8 ) 
1. There is a deliverance from pestilence. Psalms 91:6 says, speaking of not being afraid, "[Thou shalt not be afraid] for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday." There is a scourge that is sweeping down thousands. A thousand are falling at our side, and ten thousand are falling at our right hand; but God says, "It shall not come nigh thee." 

These words have to do particularly with the judgments of God against the wicked. It is in the time when He sends forth destruction and pestilence, but the believer has nothing to fear. The wicked may fall, but he falls not. The wicked may be destroyed, but he lives. There is a wonderful promise in the First Epistle of John. It says, "We have passed from death unto life." There is another verse in Thessalonians, which says that God has not appointed us unto wrath. Whatever His judgment may be, they are not appointed for us who are hid under the shadow of His wings. We are safe in Him. 

2. There is an overthrow of the wicked before our very eyes. Abraham saw the smoke ascending from Sodom and Gomorrah, but the fires never touched Him. The righteous will, with his eyes, see the reward of the wicked, but He will not experience their woes nor their sorrows. 

We remember how the Children of Israel passed through the Red Sea on dry land. We remember how Pharoah and his hosts followed after. When, however, the last child of God passed over, then the Children of Israel saw the waters of the Red Sea overflow and carry the armies of Pharaoh to destruction. No wonder that Moses led in the great Psalm of deliverance. No wonder that Miriam and the women also shouted for joy. 

We are not teaching that either God or His children will have any pleasure in the death of the wicked not that. We are teaching that those who are swept away by the judgments of God through their own unbelief, will be swept away apart from any judgment upon the saved. When the Great White Throne judgment is set and the books are opened, the saved may be there as witnesses beholding the judgment of the wicked, but they themselves shall in no wise become partakers in that judgment. 

V. THE BASIS OF OUR SECURITY (Psalms 92:9-10 ) 
1. The believer's assurance. We would consider Psalms 92:10 first. "There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." Our minds go back to the days of the Exodus. You remember how ten plagues were sent against the Egyptians, but in each case the Children of Israel were not under the plague. Not one of these plagues came near them. 

Let us read one or two of the verses along this line. God said, "And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven: and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days: they saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three days: but all the Children of Israel had light in their dwellings." God plainly taught that He made a difference between the Egyptians and the Children of Israel. When He sent the tenth and last plague, He said, "All the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill * *. But against any of the Children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue." 

2. The reason for the assurance. The reason God spared the Children of Israel was not because He favored one people more than another, as people were. The reason God delivers His own children from death today is not because He is a respecter of persons. Psalms 92:9 gives the Refuge, even the Most High, thy Habitation; there shall no evil befall thee." 

If we are in Christ our Refuge and our Habitation, we are beyond the pale of His judgment. We are safe and secure in Him. God has opened a place of refuge for every man, but only the man who enters in will be saved. If a man is a Christ rejecter and he refuses to trust, he must suffer. 

VI. PROTECTING ANGELS (Psalms 91:11-12 ) 
The words of these two verses are the words which Satan quoted to Christ when he said "Cast Thyself down: for it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning Thee: and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone." Let us look at some of the deeper meanings suggested by these words. 

1. They suggested the ministry of angels. On this line we might quote a passage in Hebrews 1:1-14 . The verse, speaking of angels, says, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" 

Study again the messages of the angels in the Book of Revelation. We have no doubt at all but that the angels are still playing a very important part in the lives of God's children. We often speak of the children and their angels, because Jesus Christ said of the little ones, "In Heaven their angels do always behold the face of My Father." 

2. Let us consider some of the things the angels will do for us. 
1. They will have charge over us. 

2. They will keep us in all our ways. 

3. They will bear us in their hands lest we dash our foot against a stone. 

These are words of marvelous instruction and comfort. Do you not think that these blessed angels of God have a very definite place in the lives of His saints? Perhaps there are guardian angels, and there are directing angels. We are sure of one thing: the Scripture is true and, therefore, we are sure that God's angels do minister to saints. 

When Paul was in a storm at sea, he said to the captain and the sailors: "I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. For there stood by me this night the. angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve." Then he told what the angel said, and the words of good cheer which he uttered. 

We remember how Peter was in jail and how the Church made supplication in his behalf. "And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote. Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly." Thus the angel led Peter out, and he still leads out those who trust in God. 

VII. IN THE TRAIN OF CHRIST'S TRIUMPH (Psalms 91:13-16 ) 
1. "Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder." Satan did not quote these words when he was telling Christ to cast Himself down from the pinnacle of the Temple. He very glibly told Christ about throwing Himself down, but not a word about His treading the lion and adder under His feet. He knew full well that he was the lion, and we know full well that Christ did trample him under His feet. 

We know that, at this very moment, Jesus Christ has ascended up far above principalities and powers and is seated at the right hand of the Father. Satan is under His feet, and he is under our feet because Christ's victory is ours. 

2. "I will set him on high." Psalms 91:14 is a wonderful message, "Because he hath set his love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high because he hath known My Name." Thank God for such words of assurance. Do we love Him? Then He will deliver us. Do we love Him and set our love on Him? Then He will set us on high. He will set us on high because we have known His Name. 

3. "I will answer him." This is the promise of Psalms 91:15 . It is concerning prayer. "He shall call upon Me, and I will answer Him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him." What do we want any better than this in our prayer life? No one need tell us that prayer does not get us anywhere. 

4. "With long life will I satisfy him." If we want to live long, we must love the Lord. We must walk in His ways. We must do His will. Then He will not only answer our prayers, but He will satisfy us with long life. He will let us dwell long upon the earth, in order that we may tell others of His goodness and grace. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
On 7th March, 1906, Mr. G. F. Bergin, honorary director of Muller's Homes, received a donation of Â£3 from Staffordshire, with the following note: "It is Â£3 laid down at the feet of the Living God on the anniversary of the day when a wicked atheist and lecturer on atheism versus Christianity, was in 1849 turned upside down into a Christian on a small common where he sat down with the intention of committing suicide, when God in His wondrous love revealed Himself as an undeniable reality, without any human instrumentality, illuminating the utter folly of all atheism, so as to enable him to grasp salvation full and free, to believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Covenant from back to back, and afterward to proclaim the Gospel of a crucified, risen, and ascended Christ. Oh, the bliss of true, undefiled Christianity! Its joys are more than tongue can titter." Fifty-seven years saved and kept, yet some ask about holding on, falling away, etc. (John 10:27-29 ). 
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Verses 1-24
The Wonderful Word 
Psalms 119:1-24 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
When we hold the Bible in our hands we are holding a Book that is distinct from any and every other book the world has ever known. 

1. It is distinct from those books because it is a Book written by the finger of God. " All Scripture is given by inspiration of God." "Holy men of God [wrote] as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." The Lord Jesus, in speaking of the Pentateuch, said, "Have ye not read" what God said? He unsheathed the Sword, which is the Word of God, when He met the devil in the wilderness; and, quoting from the words of Moses He thrice said, "It is written." 

2. It is distinct because it is the only inerrant Book in the world. God's Word is Truth. It is always Truth. It is only Truth. There is nothing but Truth in the Bible. It is Truth without error. The Bible is not a book of history, and yet every historical statement of the Bible is true. Every time that the spade goes down into the earth, and the archeologist makes a find, he turns up something that verifies the historical truth of the Bible. Every old manuscript which is discovered adds some fresh "Amen" to the Word of God. 

The. Bible is not an astronomical book, and yet its astronomy is always true. Every time the telescope is turned toward the heavens it verifies the Word of God. 

The Bible is not a scientific book, and yet every scientific statement in the Bible is sure and steadfast. Scientists for awhile may speak contrary to the Word of God, but when science has reached the climax of unerring truth it always agrees with the Bible. Thus it is: wherever you turn in the Word of God you find it is "wonderful," and also an infallible Word. 

3. It is distinct because it is the supreme ethical Book. There are some who have thought that they found the vulgar and the unclean in the Word of God. This is simply because the heart of man is "deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." There are statements in the Bible concerning sin and its heinousness which are most revealing; and yet when these things are read there is nothing in them to feed the mind that is craving for the unclean. "Thy Word is pure." Such is the Holy Bible. Of Jesus Christ it was written, He "did no sin," He "knew no sin." and, in Him there "was no sin." This is true of the Written Word, the same as of the Word that was made flesh. 

4. It is distinct in its statements about God. There is no other book in all the world that is unimpeachable in its doctrine, and unchallengeable in its every statement. Our theology may be wrong in many places. We may misunderstand God, and misinterpret Him, but God's Word is always true. 

"Thanks for Thy Word of precept and promise, 

Lamp to our feet and light to our way, 

Points us afar where pleasures immortal 

Bloom in Thine own bright realm of day. 

Blessed are they who keep its commandments, 

They shall abide forever with Thee; 

Close by the clear and beautiful river, 

Sharing the fruits of life's fair tree." 

I. THE WORD IS WONDERFUL BECAUSE IT IS UNCHANGEABLE (Psalms 119:144 ; Psalms 119:160 ) 
Psalms 119:144 says, "The righteousness of Thy Testimonies is everlasting ." Psalms 119:160 says, "Thy Word is true from the beginning," also "Thy righteous Judgments endureth for ever." In the Epistle of Peter we read, "The Word of the Lord "abideth" and "endureth forever." Modernists have sometime spoken of the Bible as an old Book which needs to be relegated to the scrap pile. They tell us that we need to put our ear down to the earth and catch the pulsing of twentieth century thought. They want a religion which is adapted to the age in which we move. With this we utterly disagree. 

The Bible, to us and to all, should ever be a Book that is ever green. Its message is fresh. The glory of man may be as a flower: "for the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the Word of our God shall stand for ever." 

The message of the Bible, no matter from where it is read, has a definite, present-moment application to every heart. It is written for our instruction upon whom the end of the age is come, just as much as it was written for those of other ages. Nothing God said in Genesis has been remodeled in Revelation. Every word that is written is settled forever in Heaven. 

In reading the Bible we grant that certain things are said to certain people, at certain times. We are unwilling, however, to grant that the things said in ages past have no bearing on ages present, and ages to come. "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." How marvelous it is that changing conditions among men are all met in the unchanging and unchangeable message of the Word of God! 

II. THE WORD IS WONDERFUL BECAUSE IT IS INEXHAUSTIBLE (Psalms 119:18 ) 
The Psalmist is in prayer, and he says, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy Law." I lay in your hand a Book that unveils wondrous thing's: mysteries which have never been fathomed, and which never can be fathomed. It was Job who said, "Canst thou by searching find out God?" We will put it this way, "Who by searching can fathom the Bible?" There are things in the Bible which no eye hath ever seen, and no ear hath ever heard. 

The Holy Spirit is ever revealing unto us its riches and marvels, and yet there are always depths yet to be expounded. Those passages are still green and unplucked. Its fruit is luscious beyond description; its flowers are fragrant beyond imagination. Multiplied millions have searched the Bible. They have brought out things new and old, but they have never found everything that is in it. 

Libraries cannot contain the books which have been written concerning the Word of God. Many such books have come from great minds and hearts, and yet as many new books might be written with ever increasing visions of truth, without impoverishing the Bible. Millions of sermons teeming with wonderful Scriptural Truth have already been preached, and yet all of them together have never depleted the fullness of the message hidden away in the Book of books. It is like the mighty Amazon river it cannot be drained by a tin cup. 

Take one verse (John 3:16 ). The verse has never been exhausted. With everything ever written or spoken on that one verse before us; the Spirit could yet give to us, out of its unfathomable richness, blessings never known or seen before. 

Every other book has been digested and devoured, but the Book of books stands supreme and inexhaustible forever. 

O Word of God incarnate, 

O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

O Light of our dark sky, 

We praise Thee for the radiance 

That from the hallowed page, 

A lantern to our footsteps, 

Shines on from age to age. 

III. THE WORD IS WONDERFUL BECAUSE OF ITS ADAPTABILITY (Psalms 119:103 ; Psalms 119:111 ; Psalms 119:131 ) 
Psalms 119:103 says, "How sweet are Thy Words unto ray taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth." Psalms 119:111 says, "Thy Testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the rejoicing of my heart." Psalms 119:131 says, "I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for Thy Commandments." 

The Psalmist is expressing, not only his own heart toward the Bible, but the hearts of all saints. His Words are sweet because they meet everything our souls need. They rejoice our hearts because they meet our need. We pant for more of God's Word as pants the hart for the water brook. We long after His precepts as Ruth longed after Naomi. His Word is food to our souls. 

There are some people who have imagined that the Bible was written for the clergy, or, as a textbook for theological students. This is far from the truth. The little babe early learns to lisp its precious promises. The youth delights in many of its abundant messages of love. Adults think of the Word, as marrow of their bones; it is a vital part of their very life. The aged find in the Bible a staff upon which they may lean. 

Did you ever hear a sermon that seemed just to fit you? Yes. However, did you ever hear a sermon which seemed to fit everyone who heard it? Such a message is the message of the Bible. It was not written for one class, but for every class. Its message is not for one clime, but for all climes. Its call is not to one race, but to all races. 

The Bible stretches out its hand to every man, of every race, of every country, and of every age. There is no other book on earth like this Book. It appeals to the rich, and the poor; to the high, and to the lowly; to the philosopher, and to the unlearned; to the cultured, and the uncultured all love to drink of its fountain. 

The child, who wants a primer will find it in the Bible. The scholar who wants literature and pure language will find it in the Bible. There is no book that holds the literary value, the rhythm, and the rhetoric which the Bible holds. It is the most adaptable Book in all the world. The poet loves its poems; the wise delight in its wisdom; the seer hallows its visions; the philosopher humbly bows to its truth. 

IV. THE WORD IS WONDERFUL BECAUSE IT IS PRACTICAL (Psalms 119:1-11 ; Psalms 119:16 ) 
Let us observe some of the things which the Bible does. Psalms 119:9 says it will cleanse the way of a young man. Psalms 119:10 says it will keep the heart from wandering from the Lord. Psalms 119:11 says it is the secret of victory over sin. 

It is sheer folly to push the Bible aside saying it is ethereal, dreamy and unreal. I bring to you a Book that is most practical from every viewpoint. 

If the government wants to know how to run its government, let it study the Bible. Every fundamental law upon which human conduct is based, is set forth in the Word of God. Blackstone compiled his legal conceptions upon the message of the Book of books. 

If the moralist wants a perfect conception of morals, and of right living, he will find every issue fully met in the Word of God. The divorce question is settled there. The relationships of husband and wife are there in plain and unmistakable language. Every duty of man toward man is conclusively established in the Word of God. The duties of parents to children, and children to parents are all there. The laws of hygiene, which are most valuable in the realms of health, are written in the Book, God has told us what we should eat and what we should not eat. He has told us the diseases which should be isolated, because of contagion. He has given laws of sanitation that are not surpassed in the twentieth century of progress. Medical science will find inerrant and practical suggestions in the Word of God. Physical laws which govern the material universe, are laid down in the Bible. If the world would live according to the Bible, lives would be prolonged, and happiness enhanced. 

V. THE WORD IS WONDERFUL BECAUSE IT IS INDESTRUCTIBLE (Psalms 119:44 ) 
Our verse says: "So shall I keep Thy Law continually for ever and ever." The Bible cannot be destroyed. Many times men have sought to do away with the Book of books. They hate it because it gives a true picture of the human heart. It portrays sin in plain and positive colors. 

It shows that the sinner will be judged, and cast into hell. Men hate it and will seek to destroy it, and to burn it. Men hate it and try to wreck it by ridiculing it; and by denying its inspiration. 

We have read that Voltaire said that the Bible would be rejected and forgotten within a century; however, the Bible still lives on. Infidels and atheists have come and gone, but the Book of books goes on forever. The very press that Voltaire used to scatter his negations of the Bible was afterward used to print the Bible. 

Tom Paine mocked the Bible, and yet in dying he cried, "Oh, that I never had written The Age of Reason." Huxley's theses on the transmutation of species seemed to some to forebode the annihilation of Genesis; but Huxley is dead and gone, his books are losing their force, and the good old Book of books lives on. 

Heaven and earth may pass away, but His Word shall never pass. The modernist who defames the Bible will have to meet the Bible on the other shore. The Word which he now ridicules will be the Word which will judge him in the last day. 

"All nature sings Thy boundless love, 

In worlds below and worlds above; 

But in Thy blessed Word I trace 

Diviner wonders of Thy grace. 

"Here Jesus bids my sorrows cease, 

And gives my laboring conscience peace; 

Here lifts my grateful passions high, 

And points to mansions in the sky. 

"For love like this, oh, let my sang 

Through endless years Thy praise prolong! 

Let distant climes Thy Name adore, 

Till time and nature are no more." 

P. M. 

VI. THE WORD IS WONDERFUL BECAUSE IT IS DEPENDABLE (Psalms 119:138 ) 
"Thy Testimonies that Thou hast commanded are righteous and very faithful." The Bible is both dependable, and interdependable. We mean that each part of the Bible is truth, and therefore there are no conflicts within its pages. The Word of God was written by one Holy Spirit, through some forty different men. These men lived and wrote in different ages, in different climes, in different environments. The writings of all forty men are found together under one cover, with one message. Marvel of marvels sixty-six Books, from the pens of forty men are bound into one Book, and yet they present but one message, a message woven and interwoven, linked and interlinked, dependable and interdependable. Thank God, it stands forth as the only Book, the Book of books. 

Genesis, written centuries before Revelation, is the Book of beginnings; Revelation is the Book of consummations. Not only that, but everything lying between Genesis and Revelation fills in the wondrous story of God's inerrant Truth. In Genesis sin enters; in Revelation sin passes out. In Genesis man is expelled from the tree of life; in Revelation man enters in, and has a right to the Tree of Life. In Genesis is the creation of the heaven and the earth; in Revelation we read of the new Heaven and the new earth. In Genesis Satan enters, in Revelation Satan passes out. 

Every beginning in Genesis, which finds its conclusion in Revelation, finds its complement throughout all the Scripture. This marvelous interdependability of the Bible gives positive proof that the Book was written not by forty, but by One Person even by God, the Holy Ghost. 

"What glory gilds the sacred page, 

Majestic, like the sun! 

It gives a light to ev'ry age; 

It gives, but borrows none. 

"The hand that gave it still supplies 

His gracious light and heat, 

His truths upon the nations rise; 

They rise, but never set." 

Suppose a man brought five stones, walked up to a building, opened the door, deposited his stones, and then walked out the door. Years afterward another man opened the same door and put in from one to three stones; then years later still another deposited a stone, and so on until thirty-nine stones were placed. Then after centuries four men came up, one at a time, and each deposited a stone. Then several others came, until at last sixty-six stones had been placed within the door. Now we enter in. We gather up the stones, and we find from foundation to cap-stone we can build a structure complete, everything perfectly fitted, a marvelous, symmetrical, and beautiful building. Such is the Bible. 

VII. THE WORD IS WONDERFUL BECAUSE IT IS PROPHETICAL (Psalms 119:105 ; Psalms 119:130 ) 
Psalms 119:105 tells us, "Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet." As we pass into the New Testament we read of a more sure word of prophecy, that shineth as a Lamb in a dark place, until the day dawn and the Day Star shall appear. 

The Bible is wonderful, therefore, because it dares to write the future of individuals, the future of cities, the future of nations, the future of countries in such a detail of distinctive fulfillment that the reader is staggered at the breadth of its prophecy. 

Could some one arise and tell us with precision that which is going to happen ten years from now? Could they give us, ahead of time, their family life, or the life of their city, or their nation, for a century? The Bible, however, gives the history of man in his ups and downs, millenniums in advance. 

In its first chapter of Genesis, under beautiful symbolisms, the Scripture casts before us the shadow of seven great ages, which will mark the history of God's dealings with man. 

In the garden of Eden God forecasted the story of the Garden of Gethsemane, and of the hill of Calvary, where the Seed of the woman bruised the serpent's head. 

In the 12th chapter of Genesis and on into the 15th, God told to Abraham a story of the Children of Israel, as it is being fulfilled before our very eyes at this present moment. Jesus Christ, Himself, stood and reached back into the 19th chapter of Genesis where Sodom's burning is described, and then He reached forward into the age of His Second Coming when His feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives, and He said, "As it was in the days of Lot * * even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed." 

Every detail of the sufferings of Christ, under twenty-four different illuminating statements, was written in the Word of God about one thousand years before Christ was born. 

The present history of the world with its strife between capital and labor; with its preparation for the coming antichrist; with its Zionism, and the return of the Jews toward Palestine; with its marvelous story of invention, its broad streets, its lighted cities, its air ships all of these things and many others are foretold in the Word of God. 

We hand to you a Bible that is wonderful! 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
THEY CALL IT BUT A PATCHWORK 

They call it but a patchwork, and a. fabricated gem 

From the best of ancient writers, disconnected seam and hem; 

That a group of fancied authors turned their scrapbooks inside out, 

Just to choose fantastic readings from the heathen round about; 

That a choice of myths by magic leaped from many an unknown pen, 

And were added to the Bible, by some half ape, budding men; 

That the story of creation, found within God's holy Word, 

Is a legend all primeval taken from some ancient bard: 

They have relegated Jonah to the scrap pile long ago, 

Just because the God they worship, can't work miracles you know; 

They remove from out the Bible, all the words of Virgin Birth, 

And would give the world a Savior, who would be of little worth; 

They would rob Christ of His glory, and the Christian of his Lord; 

And defame the resurrection, and destroy the Living Word; 

They would humanize the Saviour, and His Coming would disdain, 

While they deify the scholars, and immortalize their brain. 

R. E. N. 
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Verses 1-24
Thou God Seest Me 
Selections from Psalms 139:1-24 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The world today needs a new vision of the Deity of Christ. Our Lord Jesus has been dragged down from His place of authority and power, until the men of the world would leave us nothing but a great man as our Lord and Saviour. 

The Christ of the Bible was God manifest in the flesh. He was the One who was on earth, and came down from Heaven, even the One who was in Heaven. He was the One who knew all things, who looked into the heart of man, who laid bare their innermost secrets. 

The Christ of the Bible was the Christ of God's eternal now. He was the One who could say, "Before Abraham was, I am." He could even say, "Before the day was, I am." Reaching back into the eternity past, He could say, "The glory which I had with Thee before the world was." Looking on into the eternal future, He could say, And now Father, "I come to Thee." 

Known unto God are all His works from before the foundation of the world. Known unto God are all things yet to be revealed to saints. See Ephesians 2:7 . He is the Alpha and the Omega. He is the beginning and the end. He is the First and the Last. In Him all move, and live, and have their being. His eye beholdeth all things, and all things move at His will. 

Of old, God looked down, from Heaven and saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth. He even saw that every imagination of the thoughts of man's heart was only evil continually. 

God looked down from Heaven and saw the abominations of Sodom and Gomorrah, and said that the cry of the city "is come up before Me." 

God saw Abraham as he raised his hand to slay his son. God saw Jacob as he slept with his head upon a stone. God saw Moses as he turned aside to behold the wonders of the burning bush. 

God beheld the perfidy of Achan as he hid the gold, and the silver, and the Babylonian garments, in his tent. God saw the insurrection of Korah and of Abiram, and the earth opened up her mouth and swallowed them up. God saw the hypocrisy of King Saul, and announced his destruction. 

Let not the sinner imagine that he can hide any thing from God; for, the darkness and the light are the same to Him. 

God not only sees the wickedness of the wicked, but He beholds the righteousness of the righteous. 

God saw the shepherd lad, the son of Jesse, as he moved among the flock; and, when Jesse brought forth his sons, He refused them one by one. He said unto Samuel concerning Eliab, "Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." Thus it was that David, and not Eliab, nor Abinadab, nor Shamman, was chosen of God. 

God looked upon Mary, espoused to Joseph, He knew the beauty of her character, the strength of her purpose, and He chose her to be mother to Christ. 

God looked upon Saul of Tarsus; looked beneath the bitterness of his spirit, and the ruggedness of his ways, and He stopped him on the Damascus road and said, "Why persecutest thou Me?" This man was chosen by God as a vessel to bear His Name before Gentiles, and kings, and the Children of Israel, before ever he saw the light of day. 

Christ saw Zacchaeus in the tree. Saw the purpose of his heart and the longing of his soul. Christ saw the woman who was a sinner weeping at His feet; and, though Simon said that He knew not that she was a sinner, yet Christ did know, and He said, "Her sins, which are many, are forgiven." 

"Come near me, O my Saviour! 

Thy tenderness reveal: 

Oh, let me know the sympathy 

Which Thou for me dost feet! 

I need Thee every moment; 

Thine absence brings dismay; 

But when the tempter hurls his darts, 

'Twere death with Thee away!" 

I. "THOU HAST SEARCHED ME AND KNOWN ME" (Psalms 139:1-2 ) 
We wonder how many stand with awe before the words of our text. Does it solemnize the heart to know that God has searched us and known us? Does it startle us, to realize that God knows our downsitting and our uprising, and understands our thoughts afar off? 

We have before us God's X-ray picture of our heart. He looks into the innermost recesses of our being. Do we cringe? Do we seek to draw away from Him? Or, do we gladly lay bare our whole being, saying, "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me"? 

1. Let us consider the thoroughness of God's knowledge. Surely, there is nothing hid from His eyes. He knows us altogether. We are naked and open before the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. If we think that we can ascend some mountain-top where He cannot find us, we deceive ourselves. If we imagine that we can hide away to some depth or abyss where He cannot pursue us, we are deceived. 

We remember how a young Scotchman left home to flee from his mother's prayers, and from her daily testimony and pleas. He reached New York City, employed himself as coachman to a rich New Yorker. The next day he was told to drive his master to the church, and as the master left the coach he said to the driver, "Are you a Christian?" The coachman cried out, "I came all the way from Scotland to hide from God, but I find Him here." 

2. Let us consider the purpose of God's search. Why does God look into the heart? Is it that He may find the evil that lurks within, and slay us; or, is it, that, finding the evil, He may provide the remedy? "He knoweth our frame. He remembereth that we are dust." Does He not then pity us, "like as a father"? 

David wanted the Lord to search him out, that He might lead him in the way everlasting. 

II. "THOU COMPASSEST MY PATH" (Psalms 139:3-4 ) 
Three things are stated in Psalms 139:3 and Psalms 139:4 . 

1. We are told that our path and our lying down are "compassed"; that is, God has surrounded our path and our lying down. The word seems to suggest that we are hedged in by the Almighty. We cannot walk beyond the limit of His watchful eye. Even though we lie down and rest, we are lying down within the shelter of His care. 

These words may strike terror to the wicked. Yet, they bear consolation to the saved. The hedge which God put around Job was his security and protection. When God compasses our path and our lying down, He not only keeps us from getting beyond the circle of His love and care, but He also keeps any and every opposing force from breaking through that circle. 

There is no arrow flying by day, and no pestilence stalking by night, that can come nigh our dwelling. God garrisons us round about. We are sheltered under His wings. 

2. We are told that God is acquainted with all our ways. In Job we read, "Acquaint now thyself with Him." Here we read that He is acquainted not only with us, but with our ways. 

The word "acquaint" carries with it the thought of intimate relationship. It enters into the details of life. It conveys the idea of personal interest. 

The Lord Jesus on one occasion said, that He and the Father would come in and take up Their abode with us. Such Heavenly comradeship is most delightful to the loving trusting heart. 

3. We are told that there is not a word in our tongue but that the Lord knoweth it altogether. Our conversation is in Heaven. Our words must judge us in that day. If our words are pure, and lovely, and of good report, we will have nothing to fear. If, however, our words have been stout against the Lord, we may well tremble in His presence. 

'Tis good to dwell where all is well, 

Within the secret place; 

God, the Most High, is always nigh 

To those who seek His face. 

My God alway, my Rock and Stay, 

Thou art my fortress strong; 

On battlefield my sword and shield. 

My victory and song. 

We will abide and safely hide 

Under His shelt'ring care; 

There, 'neath His wing, we'll trust and sing, 

Safe from the tempter's snare. 

Terror by night, nor arrow's flight, 

Shall make our soul afraid; 

Naught can alarm; no foe can harm; 

In Him our trust is stayed. 

Tho' thousands fall, God's over all; 

He'll safely bring us through: 

His angels guard, and keep their charge, 

And render service true. 

III. "THOU HAST BESET ME BEHIND AND BEFORE" (Psalms 139:5 ) 
Once more three things are suggested: 

1. Thou hast beset me behind. The 23rd Psalm says, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life." Some one has suggested that "goodness and mercy" are the shepherd dogs that protect the rearward of our march. God is behind us to guard us and befriend us, but He is also behind us so that we cannot turn around and escape Him. He besets us. He is a wall through which we cannot pass. 

Jonah thought that he would flee from the presence of God. So instead of going to Nineveh, he took ship to Tarshish. We know very well the folly of his attempt, for the Lord would not let him go, but caused him to be thrown from the ship that he might be swallowed of a prepared fish and carried to the land. 

2. Thou hast beset me before. There are some who think that they can escape God, but this is impossible. There is nowhere that we can go from His Spirit. There is no place that we can flee from His presence. If we go to the rearward He is there. If we go forward, He is there. We cannot even go upward; for, if we ascend into Heaven, He is there. We cannot escape by going downward; for, if we make our bed in hell, He is there. If we take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, His hand will lead us, and His right hand will hold us. If, in our vanity, we say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me," "even the night shall be light about me." 

3. Thou hast laid Thine hand upon me. We remember preaching in the Baptist Temple in Charleston, W. Va. In the center of the dome, in the main auditorium, a great eye was painted. That eye was ever looking down. It seemed to be saying to us, "Thou God seest me." Does fear come into our soul as we have thought of these statements, concerning the all-observing Jehovah? It should rather rejoice our heart. 

Does the little violet, blooming alone 'neath the dark blue sky cringe with fear because it lies exposed to wind and sky and star? Does it not, the rather, feel that all of these are working for its good. 

"When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow, 

For I will be with thee thy trials to bless, 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress, 

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

My grace all sufficient shall be thy supply; 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine." 

IV. "THOU HAST POSSESSED MY REINS" (Psalms 139:13-15 ) 
We are now carried back to the beginning of things. Before ever we saw the light of day, God's watchful eye beheld us, and His loving care overshadowed us. Our substance was not hid from Him when we were made in secret. 

Paul wrote that God had called him, saved him by His grace, having separated him unto Himself, before he was born. However, God did not reveal Himself unto Paul, until that remarkable light from Heaven shone upon him on the Damascus road. My father has told me that I was dedicated to the ministry before I was born, but this was only my parent's dedication. Firmly do I believe that God took hold of the reins which have directed my life, long before my parents yielded me to God, How does the knowledge of the predestinating God affect us? We read that we are chosen in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love. We read that we have been predestinated unto the adoption of children. We read that the inheritance which we have obtained was wrought out according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things according to the counsel of His will. 

These things should cheer us, and fill our lips with praise. David, seeing all of this, immediately cried out, in spirit, "I will praise Thee." Shall we not also praise? Would we rather live a hit-and-miss life, without any God to plan our being, or to direct our steps? 

We have often spoken of the helplessness of a little babe as it lay in its mother's arms. That babe is more helpless than a newborn chick. And yet, the infant who utters its first little cry is sheltered by a mother's love. Beyond that mother's love, however, and beyond the arms of men, is the love of the great and eternal God who watches over us, and loves and cares. Surely we will rejoice and praise God for these things. Is it nothing to us that God's eye saw our substance when we were yet imperfect? Is it nothing to us that all of our members were written in God's Book, when as yet there was none of them? 

Surely, we will now love Him the more and trust Him the stronger. With John, we will steal a little closer to our Saviour and our Lord, and lean our head upon His breast. 

"Hold Thou my hand; so weak I am and helpless, 

I dare not take one step without Thy aid; 

Hold Thou ray hand; for then, O loving Saviour, 

No dread of ill shall make my soul afraid. 

Hold Thou my hand, and closer, closer draw me 

To Thy dear self my hope, my joy, my all; 

Hold Thou my hand, lest haply I should wander, 

And, missing Thee, my trembling feet shall fall." 

V. "HOW PRECIOUS ARE THY THOUGHTS UNTO ME, O GOD" (Psalms 139:17-18 ) 
We now come to that part of the Psalm which reveals David's own conception of his words. Two things throb in his mind, as he is borne along by the Spirit: 

1. The preciousness of God's thoughts toward him. How great was the sum of them! They were more in number than the sand. 

Thus did David feel toward the omniscient God, He reveled in the tender considerations of his Lord. He rejoiced that his God knew him, understood him, even to his innermost soul, Instead of seeking to fly from God's presence, he would fly into His arms; instead of seeking to hide himself from God in the heights, or in the depths, or under coyer of the darkness, he would hide himself in the light of His countenance. 

Adam, the disobedient, might endeavor to hide from God among the trees of the garden, but, not so, the one whose sins are forgiven, and whose transgressions are covered. "If we walk in the light, as He is in the light," we have fellowship with Him. 

We who are in Christ Jesus are made nigh by the Blood of Christ. We are no longer dwelling in the far country. We are basking in the sunshine of His face. Enoch was not afraid to walk with God, for he knew God. Abraham had no fear of going out with God, even though he knew not whither he went. Abraham was the friend of God. Moses was not afraid when God spoke to him face to face, as when a man speaketh unto a man, for, as the Lord spoke unto Moses, so did he. 

2. The fear of God upon the wicked. In Psalms 139:19 of our Psalm we read, "Surely Thou wilt slay the wicked, O God." He who is disobedient may well tremble before the revelation of God's presence and knowledge, as set forth in this Psalm. From the presence of God the very earth will one day flee away. When God sets His judgments among men, and says, "Depart from Me, ye cursed," The wicked will weep and wail, When the Books which hold the record of God against the ungodly, are opened, and when God's perfection of knowledge is revealed, the ungodly will cry unto the rocks and to the mountains to fall upon them, and hide them from the face of their Judge. Even hell with its burnings would be more welcome to the wicked than the light of His face. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
WHO TAUGHT THE BEE? 

With lovingkindness have I drawn thee. Here is a little bee that organizes a city, that builds ten thousand cells for honey, twelve thousand cells for larvÃ¦, a holy of holies for the mother queen; a little bee that observes the increasing heat, and, when the wax may melt and the honey be lost, organizes the swarm into squads, puts sentinels at the entrances, glues the feet down, and then, with flying wings, creates a system of ventilation to cool the honey that makes an electric fan seem tawdry a little honey bee that will include twenty square miles in the field over whose flowers it has oversight. But if a tiny brain in a bee performs such wonders who are you, that you should question the guidance of God? Lift up your eyes, and behold the hand that supports these stars, without pillars, the God who guides the planets without collision. From "Beams of Light." 
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