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Introduction

THE BOOK OF PSALMS.
THE Psalms are an epitome of the Bible, adapted to the purposes of devotion. They treat occasionally of the creation and formation of the world, the dispensations of providence, and the economy of grace; the transactions of the patriarchs, the exodus of the children of Israel, their journey through the wilderness, and settlement in Canaan; their law, priesthood, and ritual; the exploits of their great men, wrought through faith; their sins and captivities, their repentances and restorations; the sufferings and victories of David, the peaceful and happy reign of Solomon, the advent of the Messiah, with its effects and consequences; his incarnation, birth, life, passion, death, resurrection, ascension, kingdom, and priesthood; the effusion of the Spirit, the conversion of the nations, the rejection of the Jews, the establishment, increase and perpetuity of the christian church; the end of the world, the general judgment, the condemnation of the wicked, and the final triumph of the righteous with their Lord and king. These are the subjects here presented to our meditation.

We are instructed how to conceive of them aright, and to express the different affections, which when so conceived of, they must excite in our minds. They are for this purpose adorned with the figures, and set off with all the graces of poetry; and poetry itself is designed yet farther to be recommended by the charms of music, thus consecrated to the service of God; that so delight may prepare the way for improvement, and pleasure become the handmaid of wisdom, while every turbulent passion is calmed by sacred melody, and the evil spirit is still dispossessed by the harp of the son of Jesse.

This little volume, like the paradise of Eden, affords us in perfection, though in miniature, every thing that groweth elsewhere, “every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food:” and above all, what was there lost, but is here restored, the tree of life in the midst of the garden. That which we read as matter of speculation in the other scriptures, is reduced to practice when we recite it in the Psalms. In those, repentance and faith are described, but in these they are acted; by a perusal of the former we learn how others served God, but by using the latter we serve him ourselves. “What is there necessary for man to know,” says the pious and judicious Hooker, “which the Psalms are not able to teach? They are to beginners an easy and familiar introduction, a mighty augmentation of all virtue and knowledge in such as are entered before, a strong confirmation to the most perfect among others. Heroical magnanimity, exquisite justice, grave moderation, exact wisdom, repentance unfeigned, unwearied patience, the mysteries of God, the sufferings of Christ, the terrors of wrath, the comforts of grace, the works of providence over this world, and the promised joys of that which is to come; all good necessarily to be either known or done or had, this one celestial fountain yieldeth. Let there be any grief or disease incident to the soul of man, any wound or sickness named, for which there is not, in this treasure-house, a present comfortable remedy at all times ready to be found.”

In the language of this divine book therefore the prayers and praises of the church have been offered up to the throne of grace, from age to age. And it appears to have been the Manual of the Son of God, in the days of his flesh; who at the conclusion of the last supper is generally supposed, and that upon good grounds, to have sung a hymn taken from it; who pronounced on the cross, the beginning of the twenty second Psalm: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me:” and expired with a part of the thirty first Psalm in his mouth: “Into thy hands I commend my spirit,” Thus He, who had not the Spirit by measure, in whom were hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and who spake as never man spake, yet chose to conclude his life, to solace himself in his greatest agony, and at last to breathe out his soul in the psalmist’s form of words rather than his own. No tongue of man or angel, as Dr. Hammond justly observes, can convey a higher idea of any book, and of their felicity who use it aright.

Proportionable to the excellence of the Psalms, has been the number of their expositors. The ancients were chiefly taken up in making spiritual or evangelical applications of them; in adapting their discourses on them to the general exigencies of the christian church, or to the particular necessities of the age in which they wrote. The moderns have set themselves to investigate with diligence, and ascertain with accuracy, their literal scope and meaning. Piety and devotion characterize the writings of the ancients; the commentaries of the moderns display more learning and judgment. The ancients have taught us how to rear a goodly superstructure, but the moderns have laid the surest foundation. To bring them in some measure together is the design of the following work; in which the author has not laboured to point out what seemed wrong in either, but to extract what he judged to be right from both; to make the annotations of the latter a groundwork for improvements, like those of the former; and thus to construct an edifice, solid as well as spacious. Materials, and good ones, he cannot be said to have wanted; so that if the building should give way, the cement must have been faulty, or the workman unskilful.

The right of the Psalter to a place in the sacred canon has never been disputed; and it is often cited by our Lord and his apostles in the new testament, as the work of the Holy Spirit. Whether David therefore, or any other prophet, was employed as the instrument of communicating to the church such or such a particular psalm, is a question which, if it cannot always be satisfactorily answered, needs not disquiet our minds. When we discern in an epistle the wellknown hand of a friend, we are not solicitous about the pen with which it was written.

The number of psalms is the same in the original, and in the version of the LXX only these last have by some mistake, thrown the ninth and tenth into one, as also the hundred and fourteenth and the hundred and fifteenth, and have divided the hundred and sixteenth into two, as also the hundred and forty seventh. The Hebrews have distributed them into five books; but for what reason, or upon what authority, we know not. This is certain, that the apostles quote from “the Book of Psalms,” and that they quote the “second Psalm” of that book, in the order in which it now stands.

In the titles prefixed to some of the psalms there is so much obscurity, and in the conjectures which have been made concerning them, both in a literal and spiritual way, so great a variety and uncertainty, that the author, finding himself, after all his researches, unable to offer any thing which he thought could content the learned, or edify the unlearned, at length determined to omit them; as the sight of them, unexplained, only distracts the eye and attention of the reader.

Where this information failed, the occasion and drift of a psalm were to be collected from the internal evidence contained in itself, by a diligent perusal of it, with a view to the sacred history; the light of which, when held to the psalms, often dissipates the darkness that must otherwise for ever envelope allusions to particular events and circumstances. Sometimes indeed the descriptions are couched in terms more general, and then the want of such information is less perceived. If it appear, for instance, that David, at the time of composing any psalm, was under persecution, or had been lately delivered from it, it may not be of any great consequence, if we cannot determine with precision whether his persecution by Saul and Doeg, or that by Absalom and Ahithophel, be intended and referred to. The expressions either of his sorrow or his joy; his strains, whether plaintive or jubilant, may be nearly the same in both cases respectively. This observation may be extended to many other instances of calamities bewailed, or deliverances celebrated in the psalms, sometimes by the prince, sometimes by the community, and frequently by both together. Upon the whole it is hoped that the design of each psalm has been sufficiently discovered, to explain and apply it for the instruction and comfort of believers.

The result of such critical enquiries as were found necessary to be made, is given in as few words as possible; often only by inserting into a verse, or subjoining to it, that sense of a word or phrase, which seemed upon mature deliberation to be the best; as it was deemed improper to clog with prolix disquisitions of this kind, a work intended for general use. The reader will however reap the benefit of many such, which have been carefully consulted for him; and he will not, it is presumed, have reason to complain that any verse is passed over without a tolerably consistent interpretation, and some useful improvement. Where the literal sense was plain, it is noticed only so far as was necessary to make an application, or form a reflection. Where there appeared any obscurity or difficulty, recourse was had to the best critics; and that solution which seemed the most satisfactory, given in the concisest manner. Much labour has here been bestowed, where little appears. The plan of every psalm has been attentively studied, with the connection and dependance of its parts, which it is the design of the Argument to exhibit at one view, and of the Commentary to pursue and explain from beginning to end.

No person is more thoroughly sensible than the author is, of the respect and gratitude due from all lovers of the sacred writings, to those who have laboured in the field of literal criticism. Great and illustrious characters, whose names will be had by the church, in everlasting remembrance. All who desire to understand the scriptures must enter into their labours, and make the proper advantage of them, as he himself has endeavoured to do. But let us also bear in mind, that all is not done when this is done. A work of the utmost importance still remains, which it is the business of theology to undertake and execute; since with respect to the old testament, and the psalter more especially, a person may attain a critical and grammatical knowledge of them, and yet continue a Jew, with a veil upon his heart; an utter stranger to that sense of the holy books evidently intended, in such a variety of instances, to bear testimony to the Saviour of the world; that sense which is styled by divines the prophetic, evangelical, mystical, or spiritual sense; and as it is one great design of the following work to investigate that sense in many of the psalms, this is the proper place to lay before the reader those grounds and reasons, upon which such investigation has been made.

That the spiritual interpretation of scripture, like all other good things, is liable to abuse, and that it has actually been abused, both in ancient and modern days, cannot be denied. He who shall go about to apply in this way any passage, before he has attained its literal meaning, may say what in itself is pious and true, but foreign to the text from which he endeavours to deduce it. St. Jerome, it is well known, when grown older and wiser, lamented that in the fervour of a youthful fancy, he had spiritualized the prophecy of Obadiah before he understood it. And it must be allowed, that a due attention to the occasion and scope of the psalms, would have pared off many unseemly excrescences, which now deform the commentaries of St. Augustine, and other fathers, upon them. But these, and other concessions of the same kind being made, as they are made very freely, “men of sense will consider, that a principle is not therefore to be rejected, because it has been abused;” since human errors can never invalidate the truths of God.

It may not be amiss therefore to run through the Psalter, and point out some of the more remarkable passages which are cited from thence by our Lord and his apostles, and applied to matters evangelical.

No sooner have we opened the book, but the second psalm presents itself, to all appearance, as an inauguration hymn, composed by David, the anointed of Jehovah, when by him crowned with victory, and placed triumphant on the sacred hill of Sion. But let us turn to Acts 4:25, and there we find the apostles, with one voice, declaring the psalm to be descriptive of the exaltation of Jesus Christ, and of the opposition raised against his gospel, both by jew and gentile.

In the eighth psalm we imagine the writer to be setting forth the preëminence of man in general, above the rest of the creation; but by Hebrews 2:6, we are informed that the supremacy conferred on the second Adam, the man Christ Jesus, over all things in heaven and earth, is the subject there treated of. St. Peter stands up, and preaches the resurrection of Jesus, from the latter part of the sixteenth psalm; and lo, three thousand souls are converted by the sermon. Acts 2:25.

Of the eighteenth psalm we are told, in the course of the sacred history, 2 Samuel 22., that “David spake before the Lord the words of that song, in the day that the Lord delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul.” Yet in Romans 15:9, the fiftieth verse of that psalm is adduced as a proof, that “the gentiles should glorify God for his mercy in Jesus Christ, as it is written, For this cause will I confess to thee among the gentiles, and sing unto thy name.”

The sixty ninth psalm is five times referred to in the gospels, as being uttered by the prophet, in the person of Messiah. The imprecations, or rather predictions, at the latter end of it, are applied, Romans 11:9-10, to the Jews; and to Judas, Acts 1:20; where the hundred and ninth psalm is also cited, as prophetical of the sore judgments which should befal that arch traitor, and the wretched nation, of which he was an epitome.

St. Matthew, informing us, Matthew 13:34, that Jesus spake to the multitude in parables, gives it as one reason why he did so, “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.” Psalms 78:2.

The ninety first psalm was by the tempter applied to the Messiah; nor did our Lord object to the application, but only to the false inference which his adversary suggested from it. Matthew 4:6-7.

The ninety fifth psalm is explained at large in Hebrews 3:4., as relative to the state and trial of christians in the world, and to their attainment of the heavenly rest.

The hundred and tenth psalm is cited by Christ himself, Matthew 22:44, as treating of his exaltation, kingdom, and priesthood.

The hundred and seventeenth psalm, consisting only of two verses, is employed, Romans 15:11, to prove that the gentiles were one day to praise God for the mercies of redemption. The twenty second verse of the hundred and eighteenth psalm, “The stone which the builders refused,” is quoted six different times, as spoken of our Saviour.

And lastly, “the fruit of David’s body,” which God is said, in the hundred and thirty second psalm, to have promised that he would “place upon his throne,” is asserted to be Jesus Christ. Acts 2:30.

These citations, lying dispersed through the scriptures of the new testament, are often suffered by common readers to pass unnoticed. Many others content themselves with saying, that they are made in a sense of accommodation, as passages may be quoted from poems or histories merely human, for the illustration of truths, of which their authors never thought. “And this (as a learned critic observes) is no fault, but rather a beauty in writing. A passage applied justly, and in a new sense, is ever pleasing to an ingenious reader, who loves to be agreeably surprised, and to see a likeness and pertinency, where he expected none. He has that surprise, which the Latin poet so poetically gives to the tree:”

“Miraturque novas frondes, et non sua poma.”
Those who have been accustomed to consider the new-testament citations in this view of accommodation only, must perceive the necessity of such accommodation, at least, to adapt the use of the psalms as a part of divine service, to the times and circumstances of the gospel; and cannot therefore reasonably object, upon their own principles, to the applications made in the following sheets for that purpose. But not to enquire at present, whether passages are not sometimes cited in this manner, surely no one can attentively review the abovemade collection of new-testament citations from the book of psalms, as they have been placed together before him, without perceiving that the psalms are written upon a divine preconcerted prophetic plan, and contain much more than at first sight they appear to do. They are beautiful without, but all glorious within, like “apples of gold in pictures or network cases of silver.” Proverbs 25:11. The brightness of the casket attracts our attention, till through it, on a nearer approach, we discover its contents. And then indeed it may be said to have “no glory, by reason of the glory that so far excelleth.” Very delightful and profitable they are, in their literal and historical sense, which well repay all the pains taken to come at it. But that once obtained, a farther scene begins to open upon us, and all the blessings of the gospel present themselves to the eye of faith. So that the expositor is as a traveller ascending an eminence, neither unfruitful nor unpleasant; at the top of which when he is arrived, he beholds, like Moses from the summit of mount Nebo, a more lovely and extensive prospect lying beyond it, and stretching away to the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills. He sees vallies covered over with corn, blooming gardens, and verdant meadows, with flocks and herds feeding by rivers of water; till ravished with the sight he cries out, as Peter did at the view of his Master’s glory, “It is good to be here!”

It would be unreasonable to suppose, that no part of the psalms may by us be spiritually applied, but such as are already expressly applied for us by the inspired writers. Let any man consider attentively a new-testament citation; then let him as carefully read over, with a view to it, the psalm from which it is taken, and see if it will not serve him as a key, wherewith to unlock the treasures of eternal wisdom; if it will not “open his eyes,” and show him “wonderful things in God’s law.” When we are taught to consider one verse of a psalm as spoken by Messiah, and there is no change of person, what can we conclude, but that he is the speaker through the whole? In that case, the psalm becomes at once as much transfigured, as the blessed person supposed to be the subject of it was, on mount Tabor. And if Messiah be the speaker of one psalm, what should hinder but that another psalm, where the same kind of scene is evidently described, and the same expressions are used, may be expounded in the same manner.

It is very justly observed by Dr. Allix, that “although the sense of near fifty psalms be fixed and settled by divine authors, yet Christ and his apostles did not undertake to quote all the psalms they could quote, but only to give a key to their hearers, by which they might apply to the same subject, the psalms of the same composure and expression.” The citations in the new testament were made incidentally, and as occasion was given. But can we imagine that the church was not farther instructed in the manner of applying the psalms to her Redeemer, and to herself? Did she stop at the applications thus incidentally and occasionally made by the inspired writers? Did she stop, because they had directed her how to proceed? We know she did not. The primitive fathers, it is true, for want of critical learning, and particularly a competent knowledge of the original Hebrew, often wandered in their expositions; but they are unexceptionable witnesses to us of this matter of fact, that such a method of expounding the psalms, built upon the practice of the apostles in their writings and preachings, did universally prevail in the church from the beginning. They who have ever looked into St. Augustine, know that he pursues this plan invariably, treating of the psalms as proceeding from the mouth of Christ, or of the church, or of both considered as one mystical person. The same is true of Jerome, Ambrose, Arnobius, Cassiodore, Hilary, and Prosper. Chrysostom studies to make the psalter useful to believers under the gospel. Theodoret attends both to the literal and prophetical sense. But what is very observable, Tertullian, who flourished at the beginning of the third century, mentions it, as if it were then an allowed point in the church, that almost all the “psalms are spoken in the person of Christ, being addressed by the Son to the Father, that is, by Christ to God.” In this channel flows the stream of the earliest christian expositors. Nor did they depart, in this point, from the doctrine held in the church of the ancient Jews, who were always taught to regard Messiah as the capital object of the psalter. And though, when the time came, that the people would not receive Jesus of Nazareth as their Messiah, it does not appear that they ever objected to the propriety of the citations made by our Lord and his apostles, or thought such passages applicable to David only, and his concerns. Nay, the most learned of their rabbies, who have written since the commencement of the christian æra, still agree with us in referring many of the psalms to Messiah and his kingdom; differing only about the person of the one, and the nature of the other.

When learning arose as it were from the dead, in the sixteenth century, and the study of primitive theology by that means revived, the spiritual interpretation of the scriptures revived with it. It was adopted at that time by one admirably qualified to do it justice, and to recommend it again to the world by every charm of genius, and every ornament of language. I mean the accomplished Erasmus, who omits no opportunity of insisting on the usefulness and even the necessity of it, for the right understanding of the scriptures; for the attainment of that wisdom which they teach, and that holiness which they prescribe; seeming to think himself never better employed than when he is removing the earth and rubbish, with which those Philistines, the monks, had stopped up the wells of salvation, opened by the apostles and first fathers of the church, for the benefit of mankind. This great man was much importuned by his learned friends, as he informs us in an epistle to Cardinal Sadolet, to write a commentary on the psalms. Such a work, executed by him, had been one of the richest gifts ever cast into the christian treasury; as we may judge from the specimen which he has left us, in his discourses on eleven of them. Some of these were drawn up with a view to enlarge upon the transactions of the times; and in all of them he is more diffuse and luxuriant than, it is to be presumed, he would have been, in a general exposition. But they abound with a rich variety of sacred learning, communicated in a manner ever pleasing, and ever instructive. If at any time he takes us out of the road, it is to show us a fine country, and we are still in company with Erasmus. He considers a psalm, as it may relate to Christ, either suffering, or triumphant; as it may concern the church, whether consisting of Jews or Gentiles, whether in adversity or prosperity, through the several stages and periods of its existence; and as it may be applicable to the different stages and circumstances of individuals, during the trials and temptations which they meet with, in the course of their christian pilgrimage and warfare here below, till having overcome their last enemy, they shall sit down with their Lord in his kingdom; when the scheme of prophecy shall receive its final accomplishment, and “the mystery of God be finished.”

It is obvious that every part of the psalter, when explicated according to this scriptural and primitive method, is rendered universally “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness;” and the propriety immediately appears of its having always been used in the devotional way, both by the jewish and the christian church. With regard to the Jews, bishop Chandler very pertinently remarks, that “they must have understood David their prince to have been a figure of the Messiah. They would not otherwise have made his psalms part of their daily worship, nor would David have delivered them to the church to be so employed, were it not to instruct and support them in the knowledge and belief of this fundamental article. If the Messiah had not been concerned in the psalms, it were absurd to celebrate twice a-day, in their public devotions, the events of one man’s life, who was deceased so long ago, as to have no relation now to the Jews, and the circumstances of their affairs; or to transcribe whole passages from them, into their prayers for the coming of the Messiah.”

Upon the same principle it is easily seen, that the objections which may seem to lie against the use of Jewish services in christian congregations, cease at once. Thus, it may be said, Are we concerned with the affairs of David and of Israel? Have we any thing to do with the ark and the temple? They are no more. Are we to go up to Jerusalem, and to worship on Sion? They are desolated and trodden under foot by the Turks. Are we to sacrifice young bullocks, according to the law? The law is abolished, never to be observed again. Do we pray for victory over Moab, Edom, and Philistia; or for deliverance from Babylon? There are no such nations, no such places in the world. What then do we mean, when, taking such expressions into our mouths, we utter them in our own persons, as parts of our devotions before God? Assuredly we must mean a spiritual Jerusalem and Sion, a spiritual ark and temple, a spiritual law, spiritual sacrifice, and spiritual victories over spiritual enemies; all described under the old names, which are still retained, though “old things are passed away, and all things are become new.” By substituting Messiah for David, the gospel for the law, the church christian for that of Israel, and the enemies of the one for those of the other, the psalms are made our own. Nay, they are with more fulness and propriety applied now to the substance, than they were of old to the shadow of good things then to come.” Therefore, ever since the commencement of the christian æra, the church has chosen to celebrate the gospel mysteries in the words of these ancient hymns, rather than to compose for that purpose new ones of her own. For let it not pass unobserved, that when, upon the first publication of the gospel, the apostles had occasion to utter their transports of joy, on being counted worthy to suffer for the name of their dear Lord and Master, which was then opposed by Jew and Gentile, they brake forth into an application of the second psalm to the transactions then before their eyes. See Acts 4:25. Primitive christians constantly followed this method in their devotions, and particularly when delivered out of the hands of persecuting tyrants by the victories of Constantine, they praised God for his goodness, and the glorious success and establishment of Christ’s religion, no words were found so exquisitely adapted to the purpose as those of David, in the ninety sixth, ninety eighth, and other psalms—”Sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth. Sing unto the Lord, and praise his name; be telling of his salvation from day to day. Declare his honour unto the heathen, his worship unto all people.” In these, and the like psalms, we continue to praise God for all his spiritual mercies in Christ to this day.

Many sensible and well-disposed persons therefore, who, when they read or sing the psalms, desire to read and to sing “with the spirit and the understanding,” have long called for a commentary which might enable them to do so; which might not only explain the literal sense of these divine compositions, and show how they may be accommodated to our temporal affairs, as members of civil society; but might also unfold the mysteries of the kingdom of God, which are involved in them, and teach their application to us, as members of that spiritual and heavenly society, of which Christ Jesus is the head, and for whose use in every age they were intended by their omniscient author. A work of this kind, though often desired, has never yet been executed, upon any regular and consistent plan. The survey of a province in theology, hitherto almost unoccupied among the moderns, which promised a great deal of pleasing as well as profitable employment, gave birth to the attempt which has been made to cultivate it, in the ensuing commentary.

What is said in the psalms occasionally of the law and its ceremonies, sacrifices, ablutions, and purifications; of the tabernacle and temple, with the services therein performed; and of the Aaronical priesthood; all this christians transfer to the new law, to the oblation of Christ, to justification by his blood, and sanctification by his Spirit; to the true tabernacle, or temple, not made with hands; and to what was therein done for the salvation of the world by Him who was in one respect a sacrifice, in another a temple, and in a third, a highpriest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. That such was the intention of these legal figures, is declared at large in the epistle to the Hebrews; and they are of great assistance to us now, in forming our ideas of the realities to which they correspond. “Under the Jewish economy,” says the excellent Mr. Pascal, “truth appeared but in a figure; in heaven it is opened, and without a veil; in the church militant it is so veiled, as to be yet discerned by its correspondence to the figure. As the figure was first built upon the truth, so the truth is now distinguishable by the figure.” The variety of strong expressions used by David, in the nineteenth, and the hundred and nineteenth psalms, to extol the enlivening, saving, healing, comforting efficacy of a law which, in the letter of it, whether ceremonial or moral, without pardon and grace, could minister nothing but condemnation, do sufficiently prove that David understood the spirit of it, which was the gospel itself.

We may contemplate the psalms as in a glass, those new heavens, and that new earth, of whose duration there shall be no end. The sun, that fountain of life, and heart of the world; that bright leader of the armies of heaven, enthroned in glorious majesty; the moon shining with a lustre borrowed from his beams, the stars glittering by night in the clear firmament, the air giving breath to all things that live and move, the interchanges of light and darkness; the course of the year, and the sweet vicissitudes of seasons; the rain and the dew descending from above, and the fruitfulness of the earth caused by them; the bow bent by the hands of the Most High, which compasseth the heavens about with a glorious circle; the awful voice of thunder, and the piercing power of lightning; the instincts of animals, and the qualities of vegetables and minerals; the great and wide sea, with its unnumbered inhabitants; all these are ready to instruct us in the mysteries of faith, and the duties of morality.

David’s invaluable psalms convey those comforts to others, which they afforded to himself. Composed upon particular occasions, yet designed for general use, delivered out as services for Israelites under the law, yet no less adapted to the circumstances of christians under the gospel, they present religion to us in the most engaging dress; communicating truths which philosophy could never investigate, in a style which poetry can never equal; while history is made the vehicle of prophecy, and creation lends all its charms to paint the glories of redemption. Calculated alike to profit and to please, they inform the understanding, elevate the affections, and entertain the imagination. Indited under the influence of Him to whom all hearts are known, and all events foreknown, they suit mankind in all situations, grateful as the manna, which descended from above, and conformed itself to every palate. The fairest productions of human wit, after a few perusals, like gathered flowers, wither in our hands, and lose their fragrancy; but these unfading plants of paradise become, as we are accustomed to them, still more and more beautiful; their bloom appears to be daily heightened; fresh odours are emitted, and new sweets extracted from them. He who has once tasted their excellencies, will desire to taste them yet again; and he who tastes them oftenest will relish them best.

EXTRACTS FROM BISHOP HORNE’S PREFACE. 

01 Psalm 1 

Verses 1-6
Psalms 1:1. Man, אישׁ Ish, a prince, a ruler, a patriarchal or family man, a man of high degree, as in Psalms 62:9. This is a running word in the psalms, while Adam, the word of contrast with Ish, is used for men of low degree; for common men, for worms of the dust.

REFLECTIONS.
This beautiful psalm has strong claims to be placed first, because it is a psalm of piety, illustrated by just ideas, by impressive figures, and by contrast with characters of impiety, who form the dark shades to give more expression to the portrait of the virtuous. The happy man is here said to refrain from walking with the wicked. He seeks their company no farther than impelled by the duties of life, for he who goes beyond this line imbibes their spirit, and presently is entangled in their sins.

He despises the counsel of the ungodly; for they imagine wickedness, and practise it. He obeys the first dictates of conscience, which are always the purest, and would shun an idle thought as actual transgression.

He abhors the seat of the scornful; for this is the sin which consummates the character of bad and hardened men. To mock at reform, to sneer at religion, and contumeliously abuse the righteous, is to give latitude to the baseness of the heart, and to offer the most daring insult to heaven. Indeed, it is generally the last stage in which God suffers the wicked to live. When the idolaters mocked the bald-headed prophet, going up to the temple to worship, two she-bears commissioned with divine fury, tore forty two of the scoffers in pieces.

His delight is in the law of the Lord; and that word signifies here the whole of religion. The law being the moral image of God, its promises and threatenings; and all the glory of grace and justice open an expanse to the meditation of the soul, wide as the immensity of the divine nature. There is no subject but this, to which the conscious mind can be lastingly attached. The news of the day, the vicissitudes of life, are subjects to which the mind lends merely a glance; but when contemplating the immensity of God, in his works of nature, of providence and grace, the good man says, my heart is fixed: oh God, my heart is fixed. The bustle of life fatigues the mind, but here the soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, when we remember the Lord in the watches of the night.

The good man shall be as a tree planted by the rivers of water. In the torrid zones, after the rainy season, vegetation leaps into the most luxuriant appearances, and clothes the wide-spread earth with verdure, bloom, and beauty. But after awhile, the scorching heats turn the earth to a brown and parched appearance. The shepherds drive their flocks to the brooks, and follow the streams, where the trees and vegetation preserve their beauty all the year, while the trees on the parched hills seem ready to die. This is a true portrait of the good man. His soul, watered by the streams of paradise, knows not the parched season of the sunburnt heath. His works also prosper as well as his soul. The light of God is on his habitation, and righteousness looks down upon him from the skies.

The ungodly are not so. When arraigned at the bar of justice, they cannot meet the accusation; when sickness comes, they wither as the parched ground. They all perish as the faded leaf, and go down to the abyss.—Be wise, then, oh my soul: shun the society of the vain, delight thyself in the law of the Lord, and in all the sublime of psalmody which celebrates his name. 

02 Psalm 2 

Verses 1-12
This psalm, by a constant succession of the rabbins, is applied to Christ. If it have any bearing on David’s enemies, for the eyes of prophets were often directed from objects near, to those which are remote, it is not the less prophetic on that account. The rending of the altar, 1 Kings 13., and Isaiah’s infant son, chap. 7., are both of that nature. To restrict this psalm to the Philistines, who took alarm at David’s coronation, would be applying it to an object not altogether novel, there having been wars and battles with that nation for half a century, and with but short interruptions. Add to this, that the new testament regards this psalm not only as prophetic, Acts 4. Hebrews 5.; but as one of the most luminous prophecies of the old testament.

Psalms 2:2. His anointed. The Chaldee reads, his Messiah, which properly distinguishes the passage from the anointing of David.

Psalms 2:9. With a rod of iron. Monarchs are generally invested with sceptres; parcere subjectis, et debellare superbos; to spare the lowly, and subdue the proud.

REFLECTIONS.
After the introductory psalm of piety, this justly follows as a luminous prediction of the Messiah, and of his kingdom. It contemplates the rage of the jewish rulers, of Herod and Pilate against the Lord and his church. Yea, it extends its views to the Roman emperors, who thundered out their edicts against the faithful in oft repeated persecutions. It has a strong and equal bearing on all revolting powers, which take counsel against the Lord to retain their sins, and cast off the yoke, the easy yoke of Christ.

While the rulers and persecutors are taking counsel against the anointed king, the Lord sits all calm in the heavens, and laughs them to scorn. He makes their anger subservient to his pleasure, either to scatter the flock and enlarge the work, or to make them destroy one another by a succession of wars.

Amid the rage of men, or the winds which shake the earth, the heralds of the Lord shall publish the decree; that is, the doctrines and precepts of the gospel, for no other law except the gospel law was published to the jews, and by them to the gentiles.

This gospel declares the Messiah to be the Son of God. Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten thee; that is, God’s own Son, or literally τον εαυτου υιος, the Son of Himself. Romans 8:3. The adverb, “to-day,” cannot be restricted to present time, because his “goings forth were of old, from everlasting;” yea, according to the Psalmist, “from the womb of the morning.” Psalms 110. Micah 5. It is the current doctrine of the fathers, that there never was either morning or noon or night with God, for “he dwelleth in light.”—When Praxeas had accused the primitive christians of tritheism, Tertullian replies: “There is then One God the Father, and besides him no other; by which he [the prophet] does not mean to deny the Son, but the existence of any other God. Now, the Son is not another, distinct from the Father. On investigating the bearing of these forms of speech, you will perceive that their peculiar reference is to those who make and worship the work of their own hands; that the Unity of the Divinity might supersede the multitude of false gods, while it associates the Son, who is undivided and inseparable from the Father; and understood to be in the Father, though not named. Had he, for instance, named him, it would have been understood as separating the Son from himself. Had he said, There is none other besides me, except my Son, he would have made another [God] of the Son, and taken exception against him.” Igitur unus Deus Pater.
The enlargement of the Messiah’s kingdom is connected with his mediatorial intercession. Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance. This is the current language of the prophets. “All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.” “Look unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and be saved.” They are all connected with the “effusions of the Spirit on all flesh,” and all the blessings of the new covenant. As the clouds rise out of the sea, and water all the plains with showers, and then descend on the great and dry mountain ranges, so these promises, having refreshed all ages of the church, reserve the plenitude of benedictions for the hill of Zion in the latter day.

In preaching Christ therefore, and in commanding the nations to bow the knee, we are not to degrade him as the son of Joseph, like the Socinians, who affirm that the words, son and begotten, mean only his resurrection, for which they corruptly turn Acts 13:33. An apostle however has given us the true meaning of the passage, in Romans 1:3-4. He affirms that “God had promised the gospel afore by his prophets, concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was made of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, when he had raised him from the dead.” Here then are the two natures of Christ. He was the Son of God, as to his divine nature; and was afterwards conceived in the flesh by the Spirit of holiness, and consequently free from original sin. The resurrection has no reference to the word begotten, but was an act of the Divinity, which declared to the world that the Saviour was the Lord from heaven. The resurrection added no paternity to the Father, no filiation to the Son, it only declared his Godhead.

Be wise then, oh ye kings. Kiss the Son, lest he shiver you, as vases of the earth, whose sherds can never be rejoined. Lay aside your infidel notions, and daring words, and embrace the truth with humble hearts and bended knees, for his throne alone is everlasting. 

03 Psalm 3 

Verses 1-8
Psalms 3:4. Selah. This word, as all seem agreed, refers to the singing and music only, the better to adapt changes of airs to the sentiments of the psalm; and yet the sense is given with much diversity. The Chaldaic, and Jerome after them, render it semper, always repeat. The LXX read διαψαλμα diapsalma, which our lexicons turn, a change of the parts in singing, or designating a change of the metre, or singing by turns. Others think it means a pause; but as it always stands at the end of some emphatic sentence, it is also understood to signify a repeat. The recurrence of Selah at the last verse, seems to put the idea of encore beyond a doubt.

Psalms 3:6. I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people. Though David fled over Jordan to collect his army, and avoid surprise; yet he did not fear the thirty or forty thousand that revolted. His piety and prudence shone with great brilliance through the whole of this revolt. See on 2 Samuel 15:-19.

Psalms 3:7. The cheek-bone. The Romans fought with thick short swords; and Cæsar used to bid the legions aim at the faces of their enemies.

REFLECTIONS.
David, during the whole of this rebellion of Absalom, having acted with prudence and the greatest presence of mind, carried all his troubles to the Lord. In counsel and command, he acted with much caution, but made God his only shield of defence.

He received such light and joy from heaven as enabled him to lie down and sleep in safety. Here the power of religion sheds an influence on the soul, which all the charms of earthly good affect in vain to imitate.

David gave the glory to God, after the rebels were routed, with as much fervour as he had addressed his throne for salvation and deliverance. What a model for christians in the time of trouble! Let us pay our vows unto the Lord. 

04 Psalm 4 

Verses 1-8
Psalms 4:3. Him that is godly. חסיךְ chasik, merciful. The literal reading is by far the best, because it designates godliness by the fruits of piety.

Psalms 4:4. Stand in awe. St. Paul here follows the LXX. Be ye angry, and sin not. Ephesians 4:9. The rabbins call this a psalm to the Messiah, whose enemies perished as the rebels against David.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm is directed to the chief musician on Neginoth; and therefore is thought to have been sung at one time, and accompanied by music played with the hand, as the harp and the cymbals. It seems to have been composed for public worship, and after the painful affair of Absalom.

David here calls upon God; and having secured the help of omnipotence, he was not solicitous as to the issue of his contests with wicked men. They might love leasing, and distract their minds with a thousand plots; but he in simplicity would seek the help of God alone.

The Lord hath set apart him that is godly for himself. He is his son, his friend, his covenant servant. The Lord knows his voice when he cries; he has heard it before; and all heaven is interested for his welfare.

The good man, confident of divine protection, bids the wicked stand in awe, and sin not. He appeals to past judgments on the hardened and ungodly, as the sure pledges that all the impenitent shall feel the heavy hand of God’s afflicting power. And if it was awful for the wicked to plot and revolt against David, how awful must it be for the infidel world to revolt against the Lord of glory.

The way to obtain pardon is reformation and piety. Offer sacrifices of righteousness; a broken spirit, and a contrite heart, God will not despise.

The number of those who groan beneath the yoke of sin, and sigh for happiness, is considerable. Many there be that say, Who will show us any good? They are dissatisfied with the pleasures and enjoyments of life. They find insufficiency to be the character of all created good. They are troubled at the recollection of their sins, and discouraged by the consideration of their weakness in resisting temptation. Therefore they sigh for the chief good; yea, for a happiness in God, and independent of every creature.

We learn lastly, that good men have found that joy for which the wicked sigh. Thou hast put gladness into my heart more than in the time that their corn and wine encreased. Religion has a joy which is unspeakable; it has a love which passeth knowledge. The emanations of God sometimes stream down into the believing heart, and in a single moment turn all past sorrows into gladness and exultation in the Lord. It is 

“What nothing earthly gives, or can destroy, The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy.” POPE. 

05 Psalm 5 

Verses 1-12
Psalms 5:6. Leasing; a Gothic and primitive word equivalent to falsehood. They professed loyalty to the king, but were traitors in heart, as in Psalms 5:9.

Psalms 5:9. Their throat is an open sepulchre, emitting a noxious effluvia.

Psalms 5:10. Destroy them; for by the rebellion their lives and lands were forfeited.

REFLECTIONS.
This is a psalm adapted to Nehiloth, or a wind instrument. It seems to have been composed about the time of Absalom’s rebellion, when David’s person was surrounded with bloody and deceitful men.

In these troubles we find him, as usual, having recourse to God; and in fervent strains of early devotion. Prayers and tears relieve the soul of grief, and put it into a state meet for deliverance and salvation.

He was confident that the success of the wicked in the rebellion could not be lasting, for the foolish, (and the rebels were infatuated) could not stand before God. He abhors leasing and guile, and those who shed blood. This consideration should make a good man happy at the worst of times; for God is against his foes, and fighting on his behalf. Therefore the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment.

David’s faith anticipated deliverance. He knew how the battle would go; and charged his army to deal gently with the young man, even with Absalom. Hence he says, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercies. In spirit he already celebrated the victory. Oh what advantages in trouble have the righteous over the wicked. When calamities come to a crisis, the one is all faith, and the other all fear.

The equity of God’s judgments on David’s enemies is apparent from their wickedness. They flattered him to the face; but presently filled all the land with lies against him, and excited his subjects to revolt. Their throat was an open sepulchre: the excess of their wickedness against the best of kings, might most obviously be traced to the original depravity of man. Lord cleanse and sanctify our souls, lest we fall by corruption in the day of temptation. From the greatness of their sin, and from the incurable character of their lives, David was impelled by the Spirit to pray for their destruction. So they pray in heaven, “Thrust in the sickle, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” And it is awful to add, that God presently heard his prayer. The swamp in the wood destroyed more of Absalom’s army than the battle. Sheba and most of his adherents perished in the siege. Thus the righteous shout for joy, for the Lord compasseth them about with favour as a shield. 

06 Psalm 6 

Verses 1-10
The Title. On Sheminith; directing this psalm to be sung with a harp of eight strings, 1 Chronicles 15:21, that the air and the music might the better accord with the sentiments of the song. It is a loss irreparable, both to jews and christians, that we so rarely know the particular occasion on which the psalms were composed. The one before us was evidently written while David was pursued by his enemies, and while his soul was so vexed as to occasion bodily affliction.

Psalms 6:4-5. Oh Lord deliver my soul; save me from the sword, for in death there is no remembrance of thee. These were David’s oft-repeated prayers in time of danger; and the ear of heaven always heard his cry. Psalm 30. 116. &c. If he fell by the hand of violence, there would be no memorial of the sure mercies which had been announced by Samuel at his consecration.

Psalms 6:6. All the night make I my bed to swim. His princess given to another: his princely hopes fled: Saul and his court in full pursuit of his soul: the Benjamites cursing his name! Here are the causes of grief; here the fountain of his tears; here the anguish which inspired the sublime of prayer.

Psalms 6:9. The Lord hath heard my supplication. After a night of weeping, he felt his soul so relieved and refreshed as to be assured of ultimate deliverance. Rallying all his powers, and putting his trust in the Lord, he bids his enemies return with shame and vexation, to better sentiments.

REFLECTIONS.
Happy is the man who has David’s God for his portion. His glorious high throne is the place of our sanctuary in the day of trouble. A smiling sun, after a stormy night, bears no comparison with the joys which inundate the souls of the righteous, after they have uttered their anguish before the Lord. And if our joys be so sweet below, what must they be in heaven. Truly, as rabbi Jacob says, one hour of delectable enjoyments in the world to come, is more than the whole universe of terrestrial delights.

But while David’s heart overflowed with grace, instead of seeking vengeance and blood, he bids his enemies return suddenly to better sentiments. The reign of grace controuled his passions: the fire of the altar hallowed his soul, and overpowered the martial flame. Oh how powerful is prayer: oh what grace can do in conquering the most rebellious hearts of men. 

07 Psalm 7 

Verses 1-17
The title of this psalm is similar to that of Habakkuk 3:1. It is called, not a psalm, but Shiggaion or Shigionoth of David; which he sung to the Lord concerning the words of Cush the Benjamite. Whether Shiggaion designates a musical instrument, or a mode of music, as the air, the symphony or melody, is uncertain. But who is Cush? We find no such name in Saul’s court; the word is always the name of a country or of its black inhabitants, who were often servants to the Israelites. But here Cush is like a lion, who would tear David to pieces: Psalms 7:2. Therefore Cush is but a disguised name for Saul himself. It was a métonymy: the wise man says, “Curse not the king, no not in thy thought.” Ecclesiastes 10:20. This figure is then a full but delicate appeal of injured innocence, to the bar of a righteous God.

Psalms 7:5. Selah; which falls here after David’s attestations of innocence, and before he asks God to arise in anger. The change of subject requires a change in the melody, that the music might be the echo of the heart. It justifies the remarks of a Hebrew scholar, cited Psalms 3:4.

Psalms 7:7. So shall the congregation, literally, the tribes of Israel, compass thee about, with songs of praise for showing thy righteousness to David.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm, like the last, is a continuous pleading with heaven for deliverance. It opens with David’s confidence in God, that he had sought the good of those who now sought his harm. By consequence, he knew that the God of truth would in due time avenge his cause: and no man can approach him with iniquity in his hands.

He associates his prayers with those of the congregation of Israel, whose eyes were over him, and whose hearts were with him. And though afraid, lest their voice should be heard on earth, they were the more earnest that their prayers might be heard in heaven. They therefore awaited the day when they might once more see David’s face, and hear the sweet sounds of his harp in the house of God.

From the righteous, he glances at the other family, and says of the wicked, if he turn not, God hath whet his sword, and bent his bow, and prepared his vasa mortis, his artillery of death. Like the great conquerors, who ravage nations, the Lord is preparing a grand expedition against the ungodly. Those who delight in war he overthrows in war; the populous and effeminate cities he destroys with pestilence; the profligate and the lascivious he wastes away by slow disease. Men who fight against Omnipotence had better pause, and reflect on the issues of their warfare. But let the saints join the choir of David, and sing, “I will praise the Lord, according to his righteousness, and magnify the name of the Most High.” 

08 Psalm 8 

Verses 1-9
Psalms 8:1. How excellent is thy name. See note on Proverbs 18:10.

Psalms 8:2. Thou hast ordained strength. For some reason the LXX read αινον, praise. So our Saviour, it would seem, cited this text, Matthew 21:16, when the children sung hosannas to him in the temple. Perhaps David made this psalm presently after his anointing, and when keeping his father’s flock by night, where he had the fairest opportunity for the study of astronomy.

Psalms 8:4. What is man. Hebrews Enosh, frail perishing man, that thou hast crowned him, and hast put all sheep and oxen, wild beasts and fishes under his controul. In his body he was honoured above all the beasts, and in mind was scarcely inferior to the angels. Hebrews Thou madest him less than God. See on Genesis 1:2. Luke 20:36. In this view, Adam was a type of Christ’s regal glory, to whom all things in heaven and in earth are put in subjection, as David asserts in Psalms 110:1. St. Paul also in 1 Corinthians 15:27. Hebrews 2:8.

REFLECTIONS.
Here the study of nature is connected with devotion; and this psalm is a happy model of the spirit in which natural history should be read. The contemplation of the starry heavens should ever inspire the sublime of piety, and self-abasement.

These are thy works, Parent of good; thine this universal frame, Thus wondrous fair,—Thyself how wondrous then! MILTON.
Let us carefully observe the methods of divine providence, in making use of weak instruments to bring about great events. He can make infants the preachers and publishers of his praise, and confound the mightiest enemies by persons and means which they despise.

Our Lord quotes the second verse of this psalm to silence the scribes and pharisees, who were displeased at the Jewish children saying, Hosannah to the son of David; and St. Paul applies what is here said of God’s regards to man, and putting the creatures into subjection to him, to the Lord Jesus, Hebrews 2:6; to his character and circumstances, both in his humbled and exalted state; as made for awhile lower than the angels, and having all things subjected to him. When therefore we survey the bounty and goodness of God to man, let us think of this most illustrious display of his goodness, in giving his Son to humiliation and suffering for our sake; and now exalting him above the highest angels, and making every creature, every being but himself, subject to him. When we contemplate this scene of wonders, surely we have peculiar reason to say, “Lord, what is man, that thou art mindful of him; and the son of man that thou visitest him?” 

09 Psalm 9 

Verses 1-20
Psalms 9:5. Thou hast rebuked the heathen. A song in ancient time was made after every victory, a sort of Te Deum, to be sung in the congregation. The collection of those hallowed martial odes was called the Book of the wars of the Lord. The rabbins say that this psalm was composed after the fall of Goliath, and the defeat of the Philistines. They, and the Ammonites, had shed innocent blood.

Psalms 9:12. When he maketh inquisition for blood. The Ammonites, on the breaking out of the rebellion, had sacrificed a number of Hebrews to Moloch their god. Allow me here to add, that the monied interests of this kingdom, who lend immense sums on exorbitant interest for foreign wars, may possibly find some truth in these words. All infidel as they are, and full of contempt of the bible, yet profane history furnishes a thousand cases which speak as David speaks.

Psalms 9:17. The wicked shall be turned into hell. Hebrews grave: the LXX, hades: the Vulgate, sepulchre. See Job 26:4. Isaiah 30:33. They shall fall in war, and receive a rude burial in the field. The wicked however fall only in small proportions by war; and if the grave be all that is meant here, good men also go to the tomb, and often in early life. By consequence the text designates a state of future punishment for wicked and ungodly men. It has a special regard to the bloody heathen nations around the Jews, who shed rivers of innocent blood, and forgot God, as known in the covenant of Noah, and of Shem, surnamed the just.

When wicked men become loaded with every crime which can degrade them as moral beings, overwhelm their conscience and make good men odious in their eyes, where can they go but to Pluto’s dark house? When Eneas persisted in his prayers to go down to Tartarus to seek the manes of his father Anchises, the pythoness, or sybil prophetess, gave him a caution of equal moment to us, as to him. “Descendant of the gods, son of Anchises, easy is the descent to hell. The gate to the dark court of Pluto is open day and night; but to recover one’s steps, and escape to the superior regions,—here is the task,—here is the labour.” 

Sate sanguine Divûm, Tros Anchisiade: facilis descensus Averni: Noctes atque dies patet atri janua Ditis:
Sed revocare gradum, superasque evadere ad auras, Hoc opus, hic labor est. ÆNEID, 6:125. 

10 Psalm 10 

Verses 1-18
Psalms 10:1. Why standest thou afar off, oh Lord? This is the prayer of David against some very wicked and neighbouring prince, who through pride and thirst for gold, was lurking like a lion, and murdering the poor. In religion he was an atheist: he said in his heart, I shall not be moved. God hath forgotten, he hideth his face; he will never call me to account for the effusion of blood. Therefore, through the pride of his countenance, he will not seek after God. In war, he was a coward, he crouched in secret places, that the poor might fall by his strong ones, the captains of his bands. In public, as in private life, he was a prince without faith, full of fraud and deceit. If any one complained of injustice, he was requited with cursing and blasphemy. What could David do but cry for help against those restless Cains that murder the earth. “Arise, oh Lord, that the man of the earth may no more oppress” the peaceful poor.

But it is not one wicked and restless tyrant only, of whom David complains; it is thousands of rich and infidel characters, who launch the reins to passion, and scorn the restraints of equity, the bonds of marriage, and the duties they owe to God. Through the pride of their countenance they despise confession, and fill up their measure, till God in anger sends them strong delusion, or the efficacy of error, that they may be damned. 

11 Psalm 11 

Verses 1-7
Psalms 11:1. Flee as a bird to your mountain, the hill country of Judea. When hiding from Saul, and when the wicked bent their bow against him, it was prudent to shun the snares.

Psalms 11:3. If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? Laws, covenants, and promises are the foundations. Though Saul might violate these, yet David had one resource, as in the next verse.

Psalms 11:4. The Lord is in his holy temple, and his throne is higher than the thrones of princes. His cares are unremitting, for his eyelids never sleep. Who then can harm the righteous?

Psalms 11:6. The portion of their cup. St. Basil says here, this figure is taken from the architriclinus, the master of the feast, who sent to each his portion and his cup; so the Lord sends the cup of consolation to his saints, and the bitter cup to his enemies. An horrible tempest. Hebrews the spirit of terrors.
REFLECTIONS.
David was now in danger probably from the javelins of Saul. His friends who perceived his situation advised him to fly; for the king had bent his bow, and plotted his destruction. Like David we are daily exposed to the accusations of Satan, and of the ungodly world. We must expect no rest on earth; prosperity and honour shall soon be converted, like David’s elevation, into crowns of thorns.

If then the Lord permits his saints to be so treated by a wicked world, what will he do with the cruel and malicious oppressors? If neither the counsel nor the example of the good have made them better; if neither longsuffering nor great indulgence have softened their hearts; what can he do with them but accelerate their destruction? They form plots of riot and crimes, and never dream that justice is forming its plot against them. They lay snares for the righteous, as Saul did for David, when he required a hundred foreskins of the Philistines; but they are here apprized that God shall rain snares of fire and brimstone upon them from heaven. The allusion is to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, whose inhabitants had long ceased to blush, and had long mocked at the divine judgments. But when their dark and awful day came, if they ran into the street, the fire was there; and if they ran into the fields, the fire was there, and extended to all the plain. So the Lord held them by his power, as the feet of a bird are entangled by the snare of the fowler. So the consummately wicked, the insidious, and all who seek the hurt of another, must expect the like cup from the Lord; for he is righteous, and his countenance doth behold the upright. 

12 Psalm 12 

Verses 1-8
Psalms 12:1. Help, Lord; for the godly, Hebrews חסיד chasid, the merciful man ceaseth. The true reading is preferable, because it joins piety with usefulness. In this manner David is thought to have prayed in the wilderness of Ziph, against the vices of the court, after the eighty priests of Nob, and their city, were destroyed. 1 Samuel 22:23.

REFLECTIONS.
The lying tongue of Doeg, who misguided his sovereign to a rash and bloody act, pierced the soul of David. But he who for the moment prevails against his neighbour, shall soon himself be cut off. The sword of the Philistines in a few years proved sharper than the sword of Saul.

The great sin of slander and falsehood is to be noted here, as it led to all those foul and cruel deeds that followed. It was for the oppression of the defenceless poor, to whom they should have been fathers and protectors, that the day of visitation was reserved.

But this should console the afflicted in all such circumstances, that while the tongues of wicked men utter the malice of their hearts, the words of the Lord are pure, like gold seven times refined. He is not as man, that he should lie: his truth and faithfulness endure for ever. The promises made to the fathers are made to the children, to the generations not yet born. Fret not thyself then, oh my soul, when the vilest of men obtain promotion; for the Lord shall cast them down, and number them with the dust. 

13 Psalm 13 

Verses 1-6

REFLECTIONS.—This psalm was Israel’s plaintive song in the time of trouble. It eased their hearts in captivity, that a bright morning would break, and chase their night away; that God would make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. The hidings of God’s face are the greatest calamities which can befal the believer in his pilgrimage; and they are to be deprecated as the last of evils. Those cheering emanations from the fountain of light, of life and love, which gladden both angels and saints, are the essence of happiness and heaven; and when they are suspended or interrupted, we should investigate the cause with the must scrupulous care. As God is perfectly happy in himself, and the source of happiness to all his creatures, we are, when under spiritual desertion or the hidings of his face, not to be still and quiet, but languishing for the return of comfort.

It is an additional affliction when the hidings of God’s face are connected with outward troubles. So here: David was long in exile, and his enemy was exalted over him. But it should be remarked, that when temporal troubles come, we are apt to look at them till we sink into darkness and discouragement. This we should guard against, and never look at trials without looking also to the Lord.

David, surrounded with darkness and trouble, prays for deliverance, because of the daily sorrow he felt in his soul. Hence our cloudy days should be days of humiliation, for there is no consideration which should more seriously induce the soul to examine and abase itself before God than the hidings of his face. He next prays for comfort and deliverance, lest he should sleep the sleep of death, and leave the enemy in triumph, saying, I have prevailed against him. Then what would become of all the promises made to him by Samuel, and in the name of the Lord?

Faith in those promises supported him when he saw no prospect of deliverance. He trusted in the mercy of God, and rejoiced in his salvation. Thus the church should ever do: the promises are the anchor-hold of faith. By these we anticipate help; and while the enemy rejoices with presumptuous hope, we rejoice in that God who will presently disperse our gloom by the brightness of his appearing. 

14 Psalm 14 

Verses 1-7
Psalms 14:1. The fool, the Nabal, devoid of foresight, says, there is no God; no governor, no providence, no judge. The happiness of man, like that of the brute, consists in the gratification of appetite, passion, and desire.

Psalms 14:2. The Lord looked down from heaven, as in the days of Noah, when all flesh had corrupted its way. He now saw that all were become unprofitable, a rancid heap, a putrid mass. נאלחו ne-elachu, as in the next verse. Their throat is an open sepulchre; that is, their heart and mouth are full of rottenness. This, as a general description of the wicked, is a just censure on times of irreligion, dissipation, and profligacy of manners.

Psalms 14:3. After this verse, you may read Romans 3:13-15. These verses are found in the Hebrew text of Montanus, in the Vatican copy of the Septuagint, and they are admitted from the Vulgate into the English version in the common prayer. St. Paul seems to have collected this just portrait of human nature in its unregenerate state, from various parts of the old testament. How essential therefore are the aids of grace for the renovation of the heart. Man in this awful state can never enter heaven, as is farther illustrated in the ensuing psalm.

Psalms 14:7. Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion. Seeing Saul’s court was bloody and wicked, the prayer is, in a subordinate sense, that God would raise up a reformer. But the true and ultimate spirit of the prayer is, for the speedy advent of Christ. The apostle Paul, citing the words of Isaiah, says, “There shall come out of Zion the deliverer, and he shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” Isaiah 59:20. Romans 11:25. Jeremiah 14:8, prayed in the same sense. “Oh the hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in the time of trouble. Why shouldst thou be as a stranger in the land?” To whom could the prophets appeal in the time of trouble, but to the only Hope of Zion. 

15 Psalm 15 

Verses 1-5
Psalms 15:1. Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Either as attendants and ministers, or as true Israelites coming to the feasts with acceptable offerings? The prophet here asks the Lord of the sanctuary for the character of his worshippers. The answers are eleven.

Psalms 15:2. He that walketh uprightly, in heart and life; a perfect and upright man, as described in the first psalm. A man working righteousness, in all good offices to his neighbour; fulfilling every moral and social duty. A man that speaketh the truth in his heart, sincerely and without guile.

Psalms 15:3. He that backbiteth not; for “God will cut off the man who secretly slanders his neighbour.” Psalms 101:5.

Psalms 15:4. He that sweareth to his own hurt and changeth not. If in our commercial or social connections, we meet with persons who take advantage of our ignorance, or impose on our good nature, and surprise us into a bargain, or draw us into a promise, they do indeed commit a mean and sordid crime. But if we, on perceiving our error or our interest, violate that covenant, we tarnish our honour, and wound our conscience: we add crime to crime, and associate our name with the perjured race. Whereas, if we honourably fulfil our engagements, the injury is only in our exterior circumstances, and we have the promised approbation and reward of the faithful God, which is infinitely preferable to the addition of one fraud added to another. So Joshua kept faith with the Gibeonites, though he was commanded to destroy the Canaanites.

Psalms 15:5. He that putteth not out his money to usury. See on Exodus 22:25. Leviticus 25:35. The money lenders on annuities, redeemable at pleasure.—Nor taketh a reward against the innocent. I hope we have now no hired assassins; for he who hires, forfeits his life to his country. But the false swearer, and the minister of justice may be implicated, either by bitterness of impeachment, or by sophisms to clear the guilty.

REFLECTIONS.
What a glorious character is given here of the Israelite indeed: he is like a tree loaded with ripe fruit. His renovated nature bears on earth a fair resemblance of the image of God, in which he was created. And oh how much are all his virtues irradiated by the sombrous shades of the wicked, described in the last five psalms. These are the fruits of the Spirit, which discover the power of grace, and silence the slanders of wicked men. 

16 Psalm 16 

Verses 1-11
REFLECTIONS.—This is called by the Jews the Michtam or golden psalm, which David composed during his exile, or while he reigned in Hebron. It opens with a prayer that God would preserve him; for he trusted in him, and not in man. In his troubles his soul clave to the Lord, and he was humbled by the consideration of his unprofitableness, and the insufficiency of his own righteousness. “My goodness extendeth not unto thee.”

David’s piety was distinguished by alms to the saints, and by delight in the excellent of the earth, two sure marks of a regenerate soul; and where they are wanting, a man has great reason to suspect his own heart.

David’s piety was farther distinguished by abhorrence of those Jews who apostatized to a partial idolatry. Their sacrifices were stained with human blood; sorrows awaited them; and he would not even pronounce their name in company. Come then to this school, all ye lukewarm, ye degenerate souls, who trim between the world and the church. It is of small moment to you to protract the hour of return from market, or with whom you take the cheerful glass. Take care what you do: you may go a step too far. These are the men that David abhorred; these are the men the Lord will despise.

In prosperity David’s piety was distinguished by gratitude and love. The Lord was his portion, his cup, and his lot. Hence, alluding to the division of the land by Joshua, he says, the lines are fallen to me in pleasant places. Oh it is good to spiritualize the gifts of God, and to review the vast train of his mercies, till the soul shall be lost in astonishment and praise.

While David’s reins or thoughts were thus instructing him, his soul imperceptibly launched forth into the more gracious views of the Messiah and his glory. Celestial visions of futurity were disclosed, and brought him into contact with his Redeemer, whose language he seems to personate. He foresaw the Lord always before him; therefore his heart was glad, as the wise men when they saw the star. His flesh should rest in hope, for God would neither leave his soul hovering on earth, nor suffer his Holy One to see corruption. This passage both St. Peter and St. Paul apply in a most convincing manner to the Lord Jesus. Acts 2:31; Acts 13:35. The Lord of glory having expiated sin by his oblation on the cross, it was not proper that his body should sustain any farther humiliation and abasement. Nor was it proper on our account, for he is the resurrection and the life, the hope and the model of all his saints. Therefore he says, Thou wilt show me the path of life; that is, thou wilt open to me the gates of righteousness, and admit me to the glory I had with thee before the world was.

Heaven is viewed not only as a retreat from pain, and sin, and death; but as the consummation of eternal felicity. In this world our joys are transient and precarious; but in heaven there is fullness of joy, and at God’s right hand, where Christ reigns, are pleasures for evermore. The vast capacity of the soul is filled with the emanations of God. His perfections, shining in all the radiance of the divine nature, overshadow and delight the soul; and the unfolding of his eternal providence and grace shall be a source of pleasure always pure, always new, and grateful to the high circles of celestial society. What then were David’s trials, and what are all ours; if God shall count us worthy to behold his face in righteousness? 

17 Psalm 17 

Verses 1-15
Psalms 17:3. Thou hast tried me. Vulgate, Igne me examinâsti, Thou hast proved or tested me with fire, referring to the test of metals.

Psalms 17:14. Men—which have their portion in this life, as in Luke 16:25. The holy patriarchs, on the contrary, expected their portion in the life to come, and died believing in the promises. The Lord kept David under the shadow of his wings, safe from Saul’s lions, that lurked for his life.

REFLECTIONS.
We are taught to carry all our troubles to the Lord, and to labour after sincerity of heart. God is a Spirit, and must be worshipped in spirit and in truth. “A sense of the divine omniscience should regulate our words and thoughts. His eyes behold the things that are equal; he tries and proves us, and is intimately acquainted with our true character; therefore we should steadily purpose and resolve that our mouth shall not transgress, and that our words and thoughts shall be such as he approves.

To arm us against temptation, let us consider that the path of sin is the path of the destroyer. It is the way of Satan, who was a destroyer from the beginning, and who still leads to destruction. Let us attend to the words of God, that we may learn our danger and our duty, and pray that he would hold us up and preserve us, even when we have formed the best resolutions; then we may hope that he will guard us with the greatest care and tenderness.

It is comfortable to think, that the bitterest and most powerful enemies are only a sword in God’s hand, his instruments in chastising his people. He manages them as he pleaseth; they can do nothing without his leave, and cannot exceed his commission. The wrath of man therefore shall praise him, and the remainder of wrath he will restrain.

Let us often meditate on this sublime and delightful view of heaven, this bright abridgment of future blessedness. It consists in seeing and knowing God; in being like him, and transformed into his spotless image. This will yield us entire satisfaction, when nothing else can; and the hope of it should reconcile us to the prosperity of the wicked, and to our own troubles; and engage us to purify ourselves even as He is pure, since none but the pure in heart shall see God.”—ORTON. 

18 Psalm 18 

Verses 1-50
David prays here in his own person, this being a psalm of memorial, when the Lord had delivered him out of the hands of Saul and of all his enemies. But as he ever worshipped with the promise at his consecration and with the Messiah in his view, he rises to the sublime of song, and joins his sorrows and his joys to those of Christ. The title is taken from 2 Samuel 22:1.

Psalms 18:1-2. I will love thee, oh Lord, possessed of all perfections, moral and divine, the infinite, unchangeable Jehovah. Thou art my rock, for thy love and thy truth are firm. Thou hast inspired me with confidence and courage, and covered my head in the day of battle, Thou art my horn of elevation, of strength and glory. Job 15:15. My high tower, of defence and safety.

Psalms 18:4-5. The sorrows of death compassed me about, and the snares of death were spread to take my feet. Yea, suddenly was my sun turned to darkness, when in a giddy moment I had said, my mountain is strong: I shall never be moved. Saul sought my life, and his fawning courtiers thirsted for my blood, as dogs in pursuit of game. The sons of Belial loaded me with execrations. Oh what horrors, what darkness, what anguish of hell suddenly took hold upon me. David now drank of the Saviour’s cup, in the hour and power of darkness, when his soul was exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death.

Psalms 18:6. In my distress, I called upon the Lord; yea, out of the depths I cried, what profit is there in my blood? What will become of thy promises at my consecration? I wept bitterly for one whole night, looking towards his holy habitation. Psalms 30:5. Then the Lord heard me out of his holy temple. He shed sweet influences abroad in my heart, pledges of future elevation, accompanied with every cheering token of his love.

Psalms 18:7. Then the earth shook and trembled. The God who arose for the salvation of his people in Egypt, arose for the salvation of his anointed. He shook my foes with terror, as when Sinai trembled, and the earth was afraid. The Highest gave his voice in thunders which terrified the earth.

Psalms 18:10. He rode upon a cherub, and did fly—upon the wings of the wind, when his glory shone out on mount Sinai with lustre insupportable to eyes of flesh, even to mount Seir. Deuteronomy 33:2; Deuteronomy 33:26. 5:4. Ezekiel 1. 4. 10.

Psalms 18:11. He made darkness his secret place, Though he dwells in light, yet he veiled himself to mortal eyes in the thickest clouds of heaven, while his lightnings ignited the coals on the altar, and shook the earth with peals of thunder. So when the true David was persecuted, the sun was enshrouded, the rocks were rent, and the dead arose. Exodus 19:18. Joshua 10:10.

Psalms 18:12. Hailstones and coals of fire; ignited iron ores, vulgarly called thunderbolts. In addition to the note on Joshua 10:11, an intelligent farmer was heard to say that during a thunder storm in Hampshire, small stones like iron ores had dropped from the clouds on the footpath in an open field. They were no doubt ignited when they fell.

Psalms 18:14. He sent out his arrows; his flashes of lightning, as is mostly explained; to scatter his foes, and drown the Egyptians, when he laid open the channels of the Red sea. This was the age of marvels, to revive a religion almost extinguished by oppression.

Psalms 18:16. He sent from above; by his Angel of the covenant, or his Word; and drew me out of many waters, troubles, dangers and death, and delivered me from Saul, my strong enemy.

Psalms 18:20; Psalms 18:24. The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness; that is, according to the equity of my cause, having neither sought the crown, nor in any thing been disloyal to the king. And though a sinful man, I have been preserved from idolatry, and have adhered to the law of the Lord.

Psalms 18:29. By my God have I leaped over a wall, in storming the cities of hostile nations; and no weapon has been suffered to wound me. To him I owe my life a thousand times; to him be all the praise.

Psalms 18:40. Thou hast given me the necks of mine enemies. Of Ammon, of Moab, and all the nine nations who conspired against him, as in Psalms 83., when they heard that he was made king. He threw his yoke successively on all their necks.

REFLECTIONS.
Many, when their troubles are over, forget the God that brought them through. It is otherwise with the truly regenerate. It is a strong censure which the sacred text has left on Hezekiah, when the Lord had delivered him from the countless armies of Assyria, and given him all their arms and plundered gold, “that he rendered not again to the Lord.” Alas, alas, the vows and promises of multitudes made in the time of trouble, lie in ruins like desecrated temples, profaned and exposed to the desolating hand of future years.

But David, as soon as his conflicts were over, hasted to the sanctuary to publish the high praises of his God in all the ardour of sacred song. His grateful heart was more fragrant than incense, and the oblation of his vows more acceptable than burnt-offerings. He loved and adored the Lord under every name which hallows his being, and under every figure which inspires confidence: he was his rock and refuge, his shield and strong tower. He regarded him for the future as he had found him in the past; a God who would be his shelter in every storm, and deliver him, because he delighted in him. We have but to learn of this illustrious prince and prophet, called to serve his God in stormy life, to keep clean hands, and trust in him, a Saviour in all succeeding years. 

19 Psalm 19 

Verses 1-14
Psalms 19:4. Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. The LXX, φθογγος, phthoggos. Vulgate, sonus, their sound; the music of their voice. The elegant Tertullian, in his apology for the christian religion, applies the same idea to the spread of the gospel. After stating to the emperor that their cities, their camps and castles, were full of christians, he asks, “In whom have all the nations of the earth believed, except in Christ? Not only the Parthians, the Medes, the Elamites; not only Phrygia and Pamphylia; not only Egypt, Lybia, and Cyrene; not only the boundaries of Spain, but Gaul, and those parts of Britain, inaccessible to the Roman arms, are become subject to Christ.” Origen also asks, “When before the time of Christ did the land of Britain agree in the worship of one God? When did Mauritania, [the country of the blacks] when did the whole globe at once agree in this? Whereas now, on account of the churches spread to the utmost boundaries of the world, the whole earth rejoices to invoke the God of Israel.” As three bishops from England attended a council at Aries in the south of France, in the year 215, (Origen, hom. 4. apud Ezekiel) it is almost certain that the gospel was preached in this island in the apostolic age.

Psalms 19:10. Much fine gold. Hebrews ומפז omippaz. The LXX, precious stones, for these were set in gold.

Psalms 19:13. Keep back thy servant from presumptuous… The LXX, from the worship of strange… The word gods is omitted, lest it pollute the sacred page of both the Greek and the Hebrew text.

Psalms 19:14. My Redeemer. Hebrews גאלי goali, my kinsman, whose right it was to redeem the inheritance. Surely the psalmist refers to Him who became bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh; our kinsman, who redeemed us by the sacrifice of Himself.

REFLECTIONS.
How glorious is the contemplation of the starry heavens. It relieves the silence of the night by inspiring the sublime of devotion. Suns after suns, systems of suns and planets, moving in orbits without number, to illumine the vast expanse. Oh what wisdom to plan the whole, what power to uphold them, what goodness and love in all their designations of glory and beauty! They speak to the eye, they pour melody on the soul, and touch the heart in ever-changing concert from day to day, and from night to night. They sing through all climates, and publish praises in every language. How can the philosopher, who studies and teaches the laws of astronomy, and is rewarded with the highest of academical honours and revenues, be a violator of every law of heaven by following the wicked propensities of his heart. Ask the beasts, as in Job, and they will tell thee to lead a better life.

In addition to the laws of nature, we have those of revelation, that by grace we may attain ultimately to the original perfection of our nature. We have the law of the Lord, converting the soul, the law which is perfect, causing the heart to rejoice. These laws are pure; they enlighten the eyes, and refresh the soul; they are more to be desired than fine gold and brilliant gems. For when we cannot attain by nature to the perfection which creation discovers to exist in our Maker, grace comes to our aid with all her renovating powers, and blooming hopes of eternal joy.

This glorious revelation of the grace and mercy of God is to be connected with prayer, that God would keep us from the great transgression of base backslidings in heart and life; for in that case we fall below the pride of the boasting philosopher, who neither sees nor adores his Maker in all his works.

The best preservative against a relapse, is habitual devotion; to exercise ourselves in godly conversation, and in solitude where the meditations of our heart can profoundly enter into the truths of God. By these exercises the habitudes of piety and holiness are formed in the heart, and strength is imparted from the Lord our Redeemer. 

20 Psalm 20 

Verses 1-9
Psalms 20:1. The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble. We read in Psalms 83. that nearly all the surrounding nations, after David was made king, entered into a league to demolish the Jewish nation, and put down their king. But this psalm is understood to refer to an expedition against the Ammonites. David composed it to assist the church in praying for his success, for it was indeed a day of trouble: and God, who inspired his people with sentiments of confidence, crowned all their hopes with the laurels of victory.

Psalms 20:9. Save Lord: let the king hear us when we call. This is an unsuccessful reading, for the address is to the Lord alone, and not jointly to God and the king. The LXX, Oh Lord, save the king, and hear us in the day that we call upon thee. The Latin reads as the LXX.

REFLECTIONS.
From the example of the Hebrew church, we learn the duty of calling upon the Lord in the day of trouble, as well as to make proper efforts to repel the danger. So Moses raised his hands to heaven while Joshua raised his sword against Amalek for hanging on the rear of the Hebrew camp, and slaying the aged and the sick. All nations have done the same in time of war and invasion.

In prayer, we may mention and plead the kindness and grace of God to our fathers. It was an augmentation of the plea to call on the God of Jacob, who, by the Angel of his presence, had redeemed him from all evil and mischief. So Elijah on mount Carmel, in the day of extremity, called on the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. We must not trust in horses and in arms, but in the name of the Lord.

Prayer inspires our efforts with confidence, and the joy of salvation, even before the day of conflict. Nay, it sees the enemy as already fallen and brought low.

In particular, we should pray for the king, and for leaders and commanders, who cover their country with defence; for human skill and courage fail when defence is denied from heaven. But above all, let us pray for the success of the Redeemer’s kingdom, that all enemies may fall down before him, and that the nations may serve him to the ends of the earth. 

21 Psalm 21 

Verses 1-13
Psalms 21:1. The king shall joy. The Targum here, and in other places, expressly names, “The King Messiah.”

Psalms 21:3. A crown of pure gold. Here again, as in Psalms 19:10, the LXX read, and they are followed by the Latin versions, A crown of precious stones. The gems were inconceivably more valuable than the gold.

Psalms 21:12. Turn their backs—thine arrows against their faces. The Latin, ut clibanus, “as an oven,” alluding to the anger of God, reconciles the opposite ideas of wounding their faces when their backs were turned. The reading of the LXX, Thou hast set them as a butt, &c. is preferable.

REFLECTIONS.
“Answers to prayer demand a return of praise. When God hears the petition of his servants for public or private blessings, it becomes them to render thanks to him; to acknowledge the suitableness, seasonableness, and greatness of the mercy granted; and especially to take notice how graciously God has exceeded their prayers and their hopes.

This psalm naturally leads our thoughts to the Lord Jesus Christ. If the author of it had not a direct reference to him, as many suppose, yet David’s victories over his enemies were emblems of the nobler victories of the Redeemer. Let us rejoice in his exaltation and triumph, because God hath given him his heart’s desire, conferred all authority upon him, and vanquished all his foes. He is set for a blessing for ever, and his seed, his faithful servants, shall enjoy everlasting happiness. Let us then submit to this king, and behave as his loyal subjects; for dreadful is that condemnation and ruin which shall be the final portion of his enemies. Let us heartily pray for the further spread and establishment of his kingdom, and do all we can for his service: and wherein the strength of the Lord appears to be exalted, and exalted too in spreading the gospel, and making any the willing subjects of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us sing and praise his power, and long for the happy day when all the kingdoms of the world shall become the kingdoms of the Lord, and of his anointed.” 

David, as we find in 2 Samuel 23:24., was in great trouble from the persecution of Saul; but he carried all his troubles to the Lord, and set the Messiah always before him. Psalms 16:8. In the dense cloud of his grief a vista opened, presenting the sufferings of the Saviour. And when we see the head suffering all these things, how can the members complain? His views went yet farther: he saw the Lord rising out of the hands of his enemies, and the strong bulls of Bashan roar and fight against him in vain. What do we say; he saw the whole gentile world converted to their king, and the kingdom made everlasting.

22 Psalm 22 

Verses 1-31
Psalms 22:1. My God, my God. The LXX, ο θεος ο θεος μου. The Chaldaic is like the English. The Hebrew forms the superlative degree by repetition. Example: “The heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee.” The Lord called Abraham, Abraham; and again at the bush, Moses, Moses. When the Saviour became our covert, and received the storm of anger against a guilty world, his suffering humanity offered up strong cries and tears to God in these sublime words, Why hast thou forsaken me? Why hast thou left me to suffer alone? To taste the bitterness of death, to bear the grief, to carry the sorrows, and take away the sins of the world! The weight was so great, the sorrows so heavy that he sunk into the arms of death. Yet literally, he was not forsaken; the sun shines behind the darkest cloud. The Father always heard him, and received his spirit; yea, exalted him above every name as the just reward of his obedience.

Psalms 22:9-10. Thou art he that took me out of the womb. The Messiah applies these words to himself, in Isaiah 49:1. “The Lord hath called me from the womb, from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name.” He only was born of a virgin, and born the Holy One of Israel. But let all parents especially dedicate their infants to the Lord: else the gentiles would shame us by dedicating their offspring to their idols.

Psalms 22:14. All my bones are out of joint. Hebrews separated. The method of crucifixion was to lay the cross on the ground, and nail the hands and feet of the victim to the wood. Then, on elevation, the jirk into the hole would very much distend the joints, and expose the bones of the thorax or breast. David himself was never in this situation. No group of executioners ever parted his raiment, or cast lots for his vesture; nor did they ever offer him the stupifying potion of vinegar and gall.

Psalms 22:16. They pierced my hands and my feet. The LXX, ωρυξαν χειρας μου και ποδας: they digged my hands and my feet. The masoretic rabbins, to weaken the force of this text, have thrown the word כארו kaaru, “they pierced,” into the margin, and introduced into the text the word כארי keari, “as a lion.” The variation is but of a single letter, the י yod being substituted for the וvau. But if this were correct, how does it weaken the text? How does this little artifice agree with dogs in the words before? Must the lion wait for his meal, and come to finish what the dogs had begun? Does a lion aim at a man’s hands and feet; say rather, at the head, the arm, or the shoulder. Above all, how came the seventy learned Jews to be ignorant of such a reading. In fact it is the weakness of enmity, similar to their assertions that Isaiah’s prophecy, “he was wounded for our transgressions,” refers to king Josiah who was killed in battle. The elder rabbins, like the LXX, and several of the Hebrew MSS. all support the true reading of the text.

Psalms 22:21. The horns of the unicorns, irresistible in fight, as described in Numbers 23:22.

Psalms 22:27. All the ends of the world shall remember. David having described the sufferings of Christ, spake this of the glory that should follow. The nation that will not serve him shall be destroyed. The kingdom, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the Most High.

REFLECTIONS.
In the day and night of great trouble we must utter the sorrows of the heart to that ear which is always open, and display our griefs to that eye which always sees. The Saviour, who met the sorrows of Gethsemane, is here a pattern to his saints.

While David, a type of Christ, was uttering the anguish of his heart from the persecution of Saul, a flood of light broke in upon his soul with regard to the sufferings of the Saviour, and so powerfully that, in some sort, he forgot himself to speak of his Lord alone. He spake in one of the most luminous prophecies that a mortal tongue ever uttered. He saw the heart- rending tragedy of the bleeding Prince of peace. He saw beyond the dark cloud, the Redeemer rising from the tomb, delivered from the strong bulls of Bashan and from the horns of the unicorn, to his Father’s throne. He saw his Lord, trampled upon and crushed as a worm by the rulers, rising with morning beams to the full lustre of celestial day, and reigning as the prince and Lord of heaven and earth. Thus the suffering church must ever keep before her eyes the glory of an immortal hope.

We see in this tragic psalm, the curtains of futurity uplifted, and the Redeemer exposed in single combat against a nation of foes. We behold the horrifying scenes which melted all the prophets’ hearts, and bathed their eyes in tears. But which being now accomplished, the events are so many facts which become the strong pillars of support to the church. This assurance, the sure word of prophecy, is the sweet cup handed down to the church after the bitter cup of anguish and sympathetic grief. So many circumstances of the Redeemer’s passion, circumstances which no hyperbole of speech can apply to David, demonstrate him to be the true Messiah. He sees the travail of his soul, in a world of gentile converts, and is satisfied. In him the tears of Zion are crystalized to gems of heavenly joy. 

23 Psalm 23 

Verses 1-6
Verse. 2. The still waters. The refreshing or abundant waters; the waters of Shiloh, which flow softly.

Psalms 23:3. He restoreth my soul. Symmachus reads ανεκτησατο με, he refreshes me, or renovates my soul.

Psalms 23:4. Valley of the shadow of death. There is a place of that name: “Waad-el ajal, four hours distant from Carmel along the coast. The passage is cut through the bed of a rock, just wide enough to admit a narrow-wheeled carriage, or a loaded camel.” Buckingham’s Travels. See on the word hell, Psalms 16:10.—Hebrews Though I shall walk through the valley of the shadow of death; the dreadful valley where robbers and wild beasts lie in wait for spoil, I will fear no evil. What then has the christian to fear; the presence of the Lord is light and life to the soul. Death is ours to open the gates of immortality. Thy rod; that is, thy sceptre, as Psalms 2:9, which rules both heaven and earth; and thy staff, the crozier of support, console me. Therefore the king, the conqueror of death and hell, being with me, I will fear no evil. The momentary eclipse of dying will suddenly brighten with the full sunbeams of the Sun of righteousness.

Psalms 23:5. Thou anointest my head with oil; by Samuel in Bethlehem. 1 Samuel 16:13. Also in Hebron, when the tribe of Judah made him king. 2 Samuel 2:4. David was probably anointed a third time, when all the tribes called him to the throne. 2 Samuel 5:3. But in a spiritual sense, Thou anointest my head by crowning me with lovingkindness and tender mercy, and with the unction of the Holy Spirit, in all his characters of grace and truth.

REFLECTIONS.
This beautiful psalm is a pastoral allegory, and well supported through all the succession of figures. It rises from simplicity of life, to the splendour of the throne. St. Peter calls the Saviour the great shepherd and bishop of souls. He never slumbers; his eye surveys all his flock in heaven and earth at a single glance. He knows, he loves, he feeds them all; yea, he lays down his life for his sheep. Why then, oh my soul, indulgest thou in boding fears? The Lord who feeds the ravens, will never let thee want. As the good and the great Shepherd is our leader and guide, we must follow him in all his ordinances, which are as green pastures and refreshing waters to the sheep.

If it be so pleasant to follow him in life, it will be more so in dangers and in death; for he will be with us in the dark valley. His rod will support and defend us against all foes, and his houlet or crozier will gather us to be healed and succoured, as the kind shepherd gathers his sheep with his crook. By consequence, it is not the philosophy of the schools, but the dying Saviour who consoles and supports his saints when passing the dark valley, which presently opens on the sunshine of eternal day.

All our favours, all our prosperity, wealth and rank, in the present world, must be turned into excitements to greater piety. “Thou preparest a table before me,” in presence of all surrounding foes; thou anointest my head with the oil of joy at the royal banquet, and with the unction of thy Spirit for vigour and duty. Oh Lord, I will lose my soul in thee, and worship for ever in thy courts. 

This is a sublime song to the Lord of hosts, the God of the whole earth. The Latin bible appoints this psalm for the first sabbath, by which it appears that christians followed the jews in a regular course of reading the psalms. The rabbins say, that it was composed on bringing the ark into Zion; and the christian fathers generally turn it as highly prophetic of the glory and exaltation of Christ, and of his church. This psalm, like many others, assumes the character of a dialogue, and appears to have been designed to be recited in parts like the antiphonies in our cathedrals, in which one part of the choir responds to another. This was the practice of the Jews from the earliest times. Moses placed six tribes on mount Gerizim, and six on mount Ebal, to bless and to curse, after the passage of the Jordan. Deuteronomy 27:11. Nehemiah adopted the same practice: Nehemiah 12:31; Nehemiah 12:38. On this occasion two companies probably lined the approach to the tabernacle as the ark advanced, and sang the changes, as in Deuteronomy 23:7-10.

24 Psalm 24 

Verses 1-10
Psalms 24:1. The fulness thereof. Targum, all its creatures; all that the earth contains and supports.

Psalms 24:4. Not lifted up his soul to vanity; that is, to an idol. So the LXX, ματαια. Idols are often designated by vanity, lying vanities, &c.

Psalms 24:6. Thy face, oh Jacob. The LXX, “Oh God of Jacob.” The Hebrew is either deficient of the word, or the word did exist when the LXX translated it.

Psalms 24:7. Lift up your heads, oh ye gates of Zion, to receive the ark. For reflections on the characters that shall enter, see Psalms 15.; and on the ascension of Christ, Acts 1. 

This is an alphabetical psalm, where, after the inscription, the letter א a, begins the verse. There are also five others of this description, as Psalm 34. 111. 112. 119. 145. But in this, the alphabet is not regularly followed.

25 Psalm 25 

Verses 1-22
Psalms 25:1. To thee, oh Lord, do I lift up my soul anew, now in this time of war and danger.

Psalms 25:5. On thee do I wait all the day. David speaks of his blessing the Lord seven times a day; probably four times in secret, and three times in household devotion. And how can any man be accounted truly devout and pious without doing so.

Psalms 25:14. The secret of the Lord. Chaldaic, סוד sod, the secret. Vulgate, firmamentum, foundation, strength, &c., designating that the Lord’s counsel is sure, as well as secret. He told Noah of the deluge, and Abraham of the burning of Sodom. This is an expression full of confidence and grace, implying that the secret of his covenant, and knowledge of his word, are with the faithful worshipper. Job uses the word, Job 29:4 : “When the secret of God was on my tabernacle,” his light and joyful presence. The secret communications of his peace, of joy and comfort, called the hidden manna, which the natural man cannot receive. This secret of the Lord is at all times the glorious high throne where we can run for particular directions and support in all duties and difficulties; for he will guide the meek in judgment, and the meek will he teach his way: Psalms 25:9.

Psalms 25:20. Oh keep my soul. Here, and in many other places, it is a prayer for God to preserve David’s life from the sword: and can a man who so prays engage in offensive wars? His enemies have equal right to address the same prayer to the same God. He speaks more plainly in Psalms 26:9. When one nation robs another, a war may be just and necessary. The bible remedy consists in filling the earth with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

REFLECTIONS.
“We are here instructed most earnestly to pray that we may be filled with the knowledge of God; that he would teach us to walk in his way, and grant us pardon for all the sins we have committed. We also learn how advantageous it is to fear God. David has told us that God makes known his ways to the meek and humble, that he shows them that fear him the way that they should choose, that to them he reveals his secrets and his covenant; that he blesses them and their posterity exceedingly; and when they are in affliction he protects and delivers them out of all their distress. These are instructions of the greatest use and importance; carefully reading and meditating on these things, and frequently offering up to God the excellent prayers contained in this psalm, is one of the best things we can do to strengthen us more and more in the fear of the Lord, and secure our eternal welfare.” 

26 Psalm 26 

Verses 1-12
REFLECTIONS.—This Psalm is David’s appeal to heaven, under the unjust and injurious imputations of Saul and his court. Judge me, oh Lord, for I have walked in mine integrity, with loyalty towards my king, in purity and uprightness before thee. He had not sat with cabals of insidious rebels and evil doers, as had been insinuated.

He had not trodden the polluted ground of idolatry, but had entertained exalted ideas of the sanctuary, and would wash his hands in innocence. The apostates who had offered their children to Moloch, are justly prohibited and repelled from approaching God in the day of trouble with bloody hands. Isaiah 1:15. Oh that those who now frequent places of worship in their sins, would properly think of this. Their prayers are abominable, because they ask grace of heaven to return to their sins with the greater zest.

On the contrary, David had, and with unwavering heart, loved the habitation of his holiness, the place where the Lord’s honour dwelt. To love God, to love his word, to love his saints, are among the most consoling marks that we belong to the family of heaven.

Men who worship in purity can ask with filial confidence, that God would preserve them in all the future dangers and difficulties of life, and redeem them from all evil and mischief. To them the promises are sure; call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee. Psalms 50:15. 

27 Psalm 27 

Verses 1-14

REFLECTIONS.—This Psalm professes to have been written in mature age, and after David’s head was lifted up above his enemies. The Lord was become his light and salvation;—whom in future was he to fear? Past deliverances should always inspire hopes for the future.

In the time of triumph and of joy he made religion his chief delight. “One thing have I desired of the Lord.” That voice, “one thing is needful,” should often sound in our ears. David in all his exile had preserved a confidence in God; had ever viewed the sanctuary as full of glory, the altar as smoking with atoning victims, that sinners might approach the Just and Holy One. He had regarded it as the house of prayer, crowded with worshippers, and with devout strangers. There he heard the prophets preach at the close of the services, magnify the law, reprove vice, console the faithful, uplift the curtains of the Messiah’s glory, and of the nation’s hope. There, there his hallowed soul would ever dwell, to behold his beauty and taste the sweet delights of his courts. He knew that God in the time of trouble would hide him in his pavilion, and cover him with his wings. Therefore his soul sighed for a cessation of war and trouble, that he might enjoy repose and piety.

When the Lord said, seek ye my face, his heart responded, thy face, Lord, will I seek. Here is the harmony of grace and will. Grace must first draw, and then the heart obeys. What a pattern for young people, to yield to the first drawings of the Holy Spirit, and not resist and fight against the calls of grace. This grieves the Holy Spirit, and brings torpor and death upon the soul. Oh how many thousands of lovely youths lie in this deplorable and revolting state, and seem determined not to yield themselves to God, but seek at all hazards their happiness in created good. They may meet with death in the error of their life.

We have next, the support which the promise made to David at his anointing afforded him in times of trouble, that the Lord would assuredly place him on the throne of Israel. “I had fainted unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.” Christians, whatever promises the Lord may apply to your hearts with light, and peace, and joy, they are given you to hold them fast for yourselves and for your children. The Lord gives you those promises that you may keep them, and never let them go. They are the anchor-hold of the soul till the storms of life be past and gone. 

28 Psalm 28 

Verses 1-9
Psalms 28:5. He shall destroy them, and not build them up. David often foresaw that Saul’s army and party would perish in war. This prayer, Psalms 28:4-5, is in unison with the forms of prayer used in christian churches for their sovereigns in times of war and danger; “giving him the victory over all his enemies.” Yet we are not allowed to pray against but for our opposers.

Psalms 28:8. The Lord is their strength. The LXX, the strength of his people.

REFLECTIONS.
This prayer of David was uttered under some new excitement of the Benjamites. They had flattered him with fair speeches, having mischief in their hearts. Therefore he saw that God would not establish their houses, as princes and nobles in the land. Let us trace the designations of providence, that we may revere and follow them. Many live in constant forgetfulness of God, because they regard not his works. This is the cause why so many that know God, in works deny him and rebel against him; they overlook the majesty of his power, and the displays of his wrath against sinners. Let it therefore be our resolution, that we will meditate on his works, and consider the operation of his hands.

Let us learn from hence to cultivate a deep concern for the good of the public, and to offer fervent prayers for its prosperity. That is a short, excellent, and comprehensive prayer in the conclusion of the psalm, which we should improve; that God would save his people, and bless his inheritance, those who profess his pure religion and are devoted to his service; that he would save them from their enemies, and bless them with victory and prosperity; feed them with plenty of earthly and spiritual blessings, lift them out of their troubles into a state of security and triumph, and do it for ever for his people, through all succeeding generations. This is a very proper prayer for our country at all times, and should be offered up with great earnestness; then may we hope that God will be the strength of his people, and the saving strength of his anointed; that the king may reign in righteousness, and princes decree justice. 

29 Psalm 29 

Verses 1-11
Psalms 29:3. The voice of the Lord, as heard in a tremendous storm of thunder and hail. The clouds at such a time assume peculiar forms, being charged with the electric fluid, which is diffused throughout all nature. This caloric, or fluid, does not exhibit appearances of fire and heat, till it is collected to a certain point, and put in motion. In a thunder storm there are generally two currents of air, and two or more ranges of clouds, the upper and the lower. When a positively electrified cloud touches another but negatively electrified, it discharges its fluid into the latter, in the form of a ball or globe of the most vivid flame, leaving a bright stream of fire behind it. One night, I saw on Salisbury plain, thirty or forty of those globes of fire run along the ground, some for half a mile, and others for a whole mile. Sometimes this globe, by touching the ground, would break into two, and once or twice into three; then the caloric expired quicker. Each of those globes emanated from a dense cloud, with loud reports. Those heavy clouds are often composed of smaller clouds but negatively electrified; then the electric fluid, discharging itself first into one, and then reverting to another, gives the beautiful zigzag or forked lightning. If this fluid strike a tree, it penetrates to the centre, and often splits it in two or more directions; but on striking a ship’s mast, where the deal is dry, it has been known to scatter the splinters like a star in all directions. If it strike the bellwire of a house, it completely fuses it, and leaves the oxides more than an inch broad on the paper. If it strike an animal, death is instantaneous; and yet it has been known to melt the chain of a man’s watch, affecting him only with a slight shock.

REFLECTIONS.
The grandeur of God in a thunder storm, which moves with majesty, rolls the ocean, shakes the mountains, and breaks the trees, should sublimely impress the heart and inspire devotion. All the elements of nature are at his command. The affrighted herds, the trembling flocks, and blaspheming tongues, terrified into prayer, should teach what his second advent will be, when he shall roar out of Zion, and cause the heavens to depart as the coiling of a scroll of parchment. This awful God reigns, not for an hour, riding on the tempest, but sitteth above the waterfloods, and reigneth king for ever. Give unto the Lord, oh ye saints, give unto the Lord glory and strength. Borrow language of the elements, and let all nature inspire your song, in giving glory to his name. 

30 Psalm 30 

Verses 1-12
The title is, a psalm and song. Chrysostom, in his prologue, understands it of a song set to the organ, or a concert of music, and sung when David dedicated his palace in the city of Zion. Here his heart, his grateful heart, sings of all that grace had done for him.

Psalms 30:12. That my glory may sing praise to thee; that is, all the glory conferred on me, and on my kingdom. David would thus, not only dedicate his house, but his person, and all his wealth and glory to the Lord, and praise and magnify his name for ever.

REFLECTIONS.
It is allowed by the theology of all ages, that there generally is a vast variation in the frames and feelings of believers; even the most established will allow, that they are not at all times equally happy. This variation is here expressed by six epithets—life, comfort, favour, the light of God’s countenance—by anger, and the hiding of his face, followed by trouble.

The habits and tempers of men, whether cheerful or gloomy, contribute very much towards this variation of feeling: so also do prosperity and adversity in exterior affairs. This may be accounted for by the consideration, that while looking at adverse circumstances we are apt to cease exercising trust and confidence in God, which bring down life and heaven into the heart. Now, as God is always the same source of light and joy, whatever be our exterior situation, we should always have the same confidence in his wisdom and love; and could we see how his counsel is managing all our trials for our advantage we should still rejoice, though the fig-tree does not blossom, and clouds envelope our fairest hopes. Some men talk lightly of frames and feelings, and would magnify Christ; but where Christ is properly embraced, it is impossible that love and comfort should be long withheld from the heart.

Under the hidings of God’s face we should carefully investigate the cause. Perhaps, like David, we forget him in prosperity. Perhaps we disregard the motions and drawings of his Spirit to prayer, to acts of faith and love. Perhaps we have dallied with some besetting sin, or have failed to pay our vows to the Lord. Deuteronomy 31:16; Deuteronomy 31:18. Yet God may for a moment hide his face to try and prove us, and to make us esteem his comforts more than life itself. Yea sometimes, as appears from this psalm, he may strike and afflict us to bring us to recollection, and to the place where we ought to be.

When under the hidings of God’s face we are not to sink into hopeless dejection; but to weep and pray for his restoring grace. So Job 13:23; Job 13:28. So Psalms 73:1; Psalms 73:10. And this grace we may soon find: his anger is but for a moment. Therefore while we revere the afflicting hand, or frowning spirit of the Lord, let us hope; for as is his majesty so is his mercy. Above all let us try to live and walk in the light of his countenance, that we may dwell in him, and he in us; to this we are called by Christ Jesus, whose Spirit dwelleth in us, and seals the heirs of heaven. 

31 Psalm 31 

Verses 1-24
Psalms 31:5. Into thine hand I commit my spirit, the words which our Saviour used on the cross, and the words which St. Stephen used the moment before his death, when addressing the Lord Jesus; and most assuredly all the saints would wish to die with the same sentiments, and uttering the same words.

Psalms 31:6. Lying vanities. The prophets often use the words of Moses, Deuteronomy 32., in designating idols by the epithet “vanities,” because the gentiles knew not what they worshipped, walking in the imagination of their hearts.

Psalms 31:10. My strength faileth because of mine iniquity. The LXX, because of my poor, low, or abject condition. Hebrew piety frequently describes afflictions by the word iniquity. Psalms 103:3.

Psalms 31:23. His saints. The Hebrew reads, his merciful ones, which joins the fruit with the sanctity of an active life.

REFLECTIONS.
David here, in exile and in trouble, pours out his soul before God, and comforts his heart by a trust and confidence which should never make ashamed. While others trust in forts and strong places, he made the Lord his rock. How happy then is a christian who has the ear of heaven, and the presence of God with him.

David sought deliverance by daily prayer, and by prudent counsel, to be delivered from the net which his enemies had spread for his feet. These should always be our resources in the time of trouble, prudence in conduct, and devotion in the closet. So Moses prayed, while Joshua fought, and Amalek was put to the route.

David relied on the superintending care of providence: my times are in thy hand. Therefore the enemy could not surprise him, and take away his life, without the special permission of God. The hairs of our head are all numbered.

He dwelt not too long on his grief, but counts the mercies and lovingkindnesses of the Lord. Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee! So this man, depressed when he looked at his troubles, was made so happy after prayer that he praises the Lord, and exhorts others to be of good courage. 

32 Psalm 32 

Verses 1-11
This Psalm, as well as Psalms 51., is generally understood to have been composed after the prophet Nathan had alarmed the conscience of David for the sin against Uriah. It is a psalm of praise for pardoning grace, though a pardon connected with punishment.

Psalms 32:1. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven. נשׂוי nesui, carried away, alluding to the scape-goat, and to the sin-offerings, on which the sin of the culprit was laid, and borne away. By consequence, the socinian notion of pardon without atonement, is altogether illusive. The iniquity of us all was laid on the Saviour; and our sin being imputed to him, shall no longer be imputed to us, who fly for refuge to his wounds. It is “covered” in his grave, and when sought for it shall not be found. All the promises of pardon are couched in diversified language, which operates as balm to the wounded conscience. This text is the more remarkable, being cited by St. Paul against the pharisees, to show that the Lord imputes righteousness without works. It is God that justifieth; it is Christ that died; and whom he justifies, those he also glorifies by sanctifying grace, and by investiture with all the privileges of the sons of God.

Psalms 32:3. When I kept silence, dreading the disclosure of sin. Yet his heart swelled like a tumor, seeking to discharge its anguish in confessions to God and men, that the wound might be washed and healed.

Psalms 32:6. For this (pardon) shall every one that is godly pray unto thee. Hebrews Every one that is merciful; for if we forgive not men their trespasses, our heavenly Father will not forgive us. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. No man can ask a pardon with confidence, without the fruits meet for repentance. The word godly quite destroys the spirit of the text.

REFLECTIONS.
David uniformly connected his sins and his troubles; and it is safe and happy so to do, for though there may not on many occasions be any particular or obvious connection between our sin and our punishment, yet it is salutary at all times to be humbled by the recollection of our sins. Blessed and happy indeed is the man whose transgressions are forgiven, for the sense of God’s displeasure is removed by a sense of his pardoning love; terror and anguish of conscience are superseded by serenity and peace. Yea, he is doubly blessed, for his sin is not only forgiven, but pardon is accompanied with the gift of righteousness by faith.

The blessedness of pardon is farther apparent from the remarkable expressions in which it is conveyed. Is sin attended with shame; is it loathsome as a wound? The Lord will cover our sin by the cloud of his mercy, and cast it as a burden into the depth of the sea. Does it criminate us at his bar? Having laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all, he will enable us by faith to embrace the atonement, and consequently our sin shall not be imputed. And so great is his mercy that he will blot out our transgressions as a cloud, and our iniquities as a thick cloud. Does sin exclude us from the church? God, after true repentance, will be our hidingplace. Gross backsliders must expect little mercy from the dogs; but He whose mercy is as his majesty, will be our hidingplace, and will guard us from a relapse. How admirably is the language of pardon adapted to the anguish of the conscience.

The blessing of pardon is very great, because when God cleanses the conscience from guilt, he purifies the heart from guile, and makes the soul as a little child full of simplicity and love. Thus the rich doctrines of pardoning grace are guarded by the sanctity of justice. Hence pardon is always preceded by sorrow, by prayer, and sometimes by roaring or crying for mercy in deep distress.

The way to obtain remission and deliverance is, to make Christ our hidingplace and sure defence; so will he preserve us, and compass us about with songs of salvation.

Men who have found pardon, have the best right to warn the wicked not to go on stubbornly, as the horse and the mule, for sorrow shall come upon them; while they, who on repentance have obtained mercy, shall shout for joy, and exult in the Lord. 

This is an ode or a new song, composed after some victory, as appears from Psalm 32:16, 17, 19. The words were also accompanied with a grand concert of music. They went not to war without consulting God; therefore he says, Psalms 32:4, “The word of the Lord is right.” For the Lord is merciful in all his ways, and just in all his works. Psalms 145:17.

33 Psalm 33 

Verses 1-22
Psalms 33:2. The psaltery, a little harp of sweet sound, and very generally used in unison with the voice.

Psalms 33:6. By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, as in Genesis 1. By the Word the christian fathers, Basil and Theodoret, understand Christ, the uncreated Word. This ever-living Word, as in all the Jewish Targums, is the glorious Person who inspired the prophets, reproved kings, and expostulated with Jonah: the Word of the Lord, made flesh for man. By the breath, they understand the Spirit of the Lord, which moved on the waters. See on Proverbs 8:22. Isaiah 49. and 63.

REFLECTIONS.
Ingratitude is a foul offence against the gracious Lord. The earth makes returns to the husbandman, and the beasts in their way are grateful for food. Surely then it becomes the just to be thankful. A nation saved by victory from captivity and the sword, should make the whole land resound with grateful hymns and obedient hearts.

This psalm celebrates the Creator in his providence; he gathers the waters of the sea by gravity, brings the counsel of the heathen to nought, and supersedes all their divinations, while the counsel of the Lord stands for ever.

It notices the happiness of a nation strictly religious, which trust in the Lord, and not in an arm of flesh, for no king is saved by the multitude of his infantry; neither is it safe to trust to his cavalry, the horse being a vain defence. Let thy mercy, oh Lord, ever be on us, as on David, and on his people. 

This Psalm is an acrostic: the twenty two verses contain the exact number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet, and follow the same order. The sentiments are ardent, the language glowing; for the escape from danger when suspected of being a spy, made his soul overflow with gratitude.

34 Psalm 34 

Verses 1-22
Psalms 34:6. This poor man cried. David, a prince yesterday, was poor to-day; an exile among his enemies, and destitute of friends. Yesterday, Saul sought his life, and now the friends of Goliath ask for his blood. This may represent a sinner pursued by death, or the sword. While among the Philistines, the men of the world, they take counsel to destroy him. He has no friend, no deliverer but the Lord. Faith and prayer are his only resources, and the Lord who saved David from the hands of his enemies will save the contrite from sin and death.

Psalms 34:7. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him. The reference seems to be to Mahanaim, or the two hosts of angels who encamped on each side of Jacob’s tents, to guard him against impending danger. Old Hesiod had nearly the same ideas of the angelic ministry as the psalmist.

αυταρ επιεκεν ταυτο γενος κατα γαια καλυψεν τοι μεν δαιμονες εισι, διος μεγαλου δια βουλας εσθλοι επιχθονιοι φυλακες θνητων ανθρωπων.

κ. τ. λ. — OP. ET DIES. lib. 1. 34:120.

When in the grave this race of men was laid, Soon was a world of holy dæmons made, Aërial spirits, by great Jove designed, To be on earth the guardians of mankind. Invisible to mortal eyes they go, And mark our actions, good or bad below; Th’ immortal spies, with watchful care preside, And thrice ten thousand round their charges glide: They can reward with glory or with gold, A power, they by Divine permission hold.—COOKE.
Psalms 34:10. The young lions do lack. The LXX and the Vulgate read, strong or mighty men do lack. In the Hebrew word the change of a single letter varies the sense, and it is probable that כבירים kabirim, mighty men, was by mistake written כפירים kepirim, young lions.

REFLECTIONS.
Nothing puts our piety so much to the test as afflictions and trials. When David fled to Achish, whose title was Abimelech, he heard the king suspect his conduct. 1 Samuel 21:13. Therefore being greatly afraid he was seized with a sort of delirium for the time, after he had cried heartily to the Lord: Psalms 34:13. But he kept his tongue from evil, and his mouth from guile. Hence this whole psalm is a grateful song for his deliverance.

The means he used was prayer: this poor man cried unto the Lord. His humble soul clothed its supplication in humility of language. So we should always do when troubled in mind, afflicted in body, or embarrassed in situation and circumstances.

He ascribes his deliverance to the angel of the Lord. So did Jacob in addressing Pharaoh. So the mountains of Samaria were full of horses and chariots of fire to defend Elisha, and protect the faithful. 2 Kings 6:17. So Peter was delivered from prison, and on ten thousand occasions we should perish if the angels did not preserve us.

David, delivered from death, when suspected as a spy in Gath, encourages others to trust in the Lord, and in the most grateful language. So we are exhorted to comfort others with the consolations wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God; for religion must consist in sentiment, and not in pompous words. We must taste and see that the Lord is gracious; divine favours being better understood by the heart than by the head.

Not only angels, but JEHOVAH himself is the guardian of his people. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayers. What an eye was over Joseph in Egypt! What an eye was over David in his seven years of exile. What an eye, what a hand hath been over the church at all times. Surely if we saw the wise designs of the divine love, we should doubt no more of its care; and our weak faith would heartily add, that the Lord will deliver the righteous out of all his afflictions. He keepeth all his bones that not one of them is broken. And if God so preserve us, and redeem our life from the most imminent danger, we ought to devote it to his glory, and employ our hearts and voices in publishing his praise, for assuredly his face is against them that do evil. 

35 Psalm 35 

Verses 1-28
Psalms 35:1. Fight against them. This is another martial ode, or war song, in which David prays for victory over the army of Saul that came to fight against him, and for confusion to those about the king who daily slandered him. Thus we also pray against enemies.

REFLECTIONS.
The argument to this psalm, as in Psalms 26., is an invocation to God against the injustice of Saul and his court, who long pursued David with the sword. Under slander and implicated wrongs he appeals to that bar where innocence will be placed in its own light, and rise more brilliantly for the imputations of wicked men.

But in case a battle could not be avoided, he asks divine aid for his little army, who through the inspiration of God, would fight for David as lions for the victory. He had confidence that the victory was not always obtained by the many and the strong.

The false witnesses that opened their mouth against David, were the men for whom he had wept, and for whom, when sick or wounded, he had put on sackcloth. Now they requite him by laying treasons to his charge that he knew not of. Oh this heart, this base heart, which dwells in man! Yea, and in illustrious men at the foot of the throne, who while David was in favour were his first religious friends. Psalms 42:4. Where can we find a parallel, but among those priests and princes who crucified the Saviour, and said, that he had made himself a king!

Tantæne animis cœlestibus iræ?
ÆNEID, 1:11.
“In heavenly minds can such resentments dwell.”
This wickedness the Lord hath seen, Psalms 35:22; these speeches the Lord hath heard. Then be consoled, those who suffer in a righteous cause: the Lord who heard and delivered David, will hear and deliver you. Be comforted, you shall yet give thanks to him in the great congregation. Shame awaits the wicked, while all that favour the cause of the righteous shall shout for joy. 

The title of this psalm is inscribed to David, the servant of the Lord; a title first given to Moses. Deuteronomy 34. David in prayer, twice uses this appellation, oh Lord, truly I am thy servant, and the son of thy handmaid. Psalms 116:16; Psalms 80:16.

36 Psalm 36 

Verses 1-12
Psalms 36:1. There is no fear of God before his eyes. David had some particular or general character of a wicked man before his eyes; a man who flattered himself as bearing an appearance of wisdom and virtue, till his real character was developed by his actions. Then he ceased to be accounted either wise or good.

Psalms 36:5. Thy mercy, oh Lord, is in the heavens, from which the sun and the rain descend in every token of mercy to man, and to the beasts of the earth.

Psalms 36:6-7. Thy righteousness is like the great mountains, which nothing can remove. It is neither the roaring of the seas, nor the shaking of the tempest that can obstruct the constant streams of goodness that flow from thine inexhaustible fulness. Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. The latter words are expletive of the former; which is generally so in the metaboles, which abound in the psalms.

Psalms 36:8. They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house. The peace-offerings of sheep and oxen, with cakes and wine, suggested this idea of spiritual and intellectual delight. When God is adored in the happy and appropriate language of prayer; when the law and the prophets are expounded, in connection with every associate idea of providence and grace, the soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and delights to dwell in his courts. The garden of God is irrigated with rivers of pleasure, for with him is the fountain of life, ever flowing in plenitude of divine enjoyment.

Psalms 36:9. In thy light shall we see light. Life and light are here happily associated, as in the new testament; for this is life eternal to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. It is in his light that we see the way of happiness opened; it is in his light that we see future glory disclosed; it is in his light that we see with open face, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, and walk in the light as he is in the light. 

This is an alphabetical psalm, with three exceptions, at Psalm 36:29, 32, 39. It bears the inscription of David, and is designed to console the mind when labouring under strong temptations.

37 Psalm 37 

Verses 1-40
Psalms 37:1. Fret not thyself, be not angry or irritated, because of evil doers. Let the consummate courtier gain elevation, let the merchant aggrandize his family, and the rich men buy the lands of the poor: the triumphing of the wicked is short. The peerage shall soon be extinct, and the mansion come to the hammer.

Psalms 37:3. Dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Hebrews Dwell in the land, and feed on the truth. Then the Lord will be to thee a satisfying portion, and will strengthen thee, as the oak becomes the more enrooted after the tempest.

Psalms 37:4. Delight thyself also in the Lord, in his word, in his worship, contemplating the wonders of his law, and walking in all his pleasant ways; then he himself will be thy portion, and give thee grace and glory. This accords with the next verses.

Psalms 37:7. Rest in the Lord. Hebrews be silent, be still and calm, in conflicts and temptations. I held my tongue and kept silence, for it was thy doing. The mute christian under certain circumstances is the most admirable character.

Psalms 37:9. Evil doers shall be cut off. This is more fully stated in Psalms 37:28.

Psalms 37:11. The meek shall inherit the earth, being peaceful, and hating war and strife. Godliness has everywhere the promise of the present life, as well as of that which is to come.

Psalms 37:15. Their sword shall enter into their own heart. This was literally fulfilled on mount Gilboa, when both Saul and his body-guard fell upon their swords. 1 Samuel 31. How much happier was David in exile, than those men with all their promotion, riches and feasts.

Psalms 37:24. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down. The Chaldaic reads, though he fall into infirmity or sickness he shall not die, for the Lord upholds his hand. The prophet had apparently this in his mind, when he said, Rejoice not against me, oh mine enemy. When I fall I shall arise: when I sit in darkness the Lord shall be a light unto me. Micah 7:8.

Psalms 37:25. Nor his seed begging bread. It is a general maxim, that the children of the righteous shall be blessed. The life of a good man is distinguished by industry, by temperance, and by the promised heritage of temporal good. Yet it is a fact admitted in the sacred writings, that the righteous have suffered great privations; and martyrs and exiles have in certain storms of persecution perished of want.

Psalms 37:28. The Lord—forsaketh not his saints; literally, “his merciful ones.” But the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. Dr. Lightfoot remarks here, that this psalm, being an acrostic, the word רשׁע rashâ, wicked, has the last letter cut off. There is a verse in the LXX, which seems to have been omitted in the Hebrew. “The unrighteous shall be punished, and his impious seed shall perish.” This verse makes the acrostic complete in this place.

Psalms 37:35. I have seen the wicked—spreading himself like a green bay-tree. The LXX, “as a cedar of Lebanon,” in majestic stature; and like the tree which Nebuchadnezzar saw, but which received its sentence, “Hew down the tree.” Daniel 4:10-17.

Psalms 37:37. Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright. The two Hebrew words, תם taim and ישׁר jasher, are used, the former to designate innocence, integrity, and perfection; the latter to designate uprightness and equity. In this place they are used for characters clothed with every virtue that can dignify human nature. Genesis 6:9; Genesis 7:1. Psalms 64:4. Diogenes went through Athens with a candle in his hand at noon; when asked why he did that, he answered, I am seeking a MAN. This text exhibits the only character worthy of the name of man.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm is a chain of sacred proverbs, highly adapted to the edification of the church, and to encrease her confidence in providence. Being written in old age, they are all maxims of sober wisdom and mature experience.

Fret not thyself because of evil doers. David had been much grieved: rivers of water had run down his eyes, because of the wicked who kept not God’s law. David gives us a farther explication of his words in Psalms 37:8. Cease from anger—fret not thyself in any wise so as to do evil. For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be, but the meek shall inherit the earth; they shall have long life, worldly good, and eternal joy. Therefore our Saviour has pronounced them blessed.

A farther argument not to fret about the wicked is given in Psalms 37:6. Because the little that a righteous man hath, is better than the riches of many wicked men. His one talent shall multiply to two, to five, or ten talents, while the wealth of the wicked shall canker, and the rust testify against them. Therefore the good man having his God, is happier in his cottage, than the prince in his palace. At the same time let the poor man live according to his earnings, and keep clear of all debts; for the wicked borrow and pay not again. It is far better to wear rags, than fine clothes unpaid for. 

38 Psalm 38 

Verses 1-22
In Psalms 38:19-20, David intimates that he was hated wrongfully, because he followed good. This psalm was composed under some new outbreaking of Saul’s persecution, when his mind sunk under depression, and when he joined his sorrows to those of the Saviour. It was a sabbatical psalm of confession in the synagogue.

Psalms 38:1-3. Oh Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath. To contend with heaven is more than a mortal can bear. Thine arrows are shot against me, as when a company of archers flank a column; there is no place in my flesh unwounded; neither have I rest in my bones because of my sin. A mortal man under the scourge should give glory to God, and connect his afflictions with his transgressions. Thus he cried out of the depths, like the Saviour, when the sorrows of death compassed him about.

Psalms 38:5. My wounds stink and are corrupt. I have no friend to share my griefs and wash my sores. I watch and weep alone. Therefore those words and the following describe the complicated troubles which pursued David.

Psalms 38:8; Psalms 38:10. I have roared because of the disquietness of my heart. Grief cannot always be allowed to prey on the mind like a silent worm; it will utter itself in language of its own. Yea, I have wept till my strength faileth; till the light of my eyes becomes dim by a superabundance of tears.

Psalms 38:11-12. My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore. They tremble lest a jealous monarch should suspect them of treason, and deprive them of life, as was done to the priests of Nob. Oh, if I had prophet or friend to console me, it would divide the rolling torrents of all my grief. But now the wicked, regarding me as lost, spread snares for my feet; yea, hunt my soul as a partridge on the mountains.

I find not where to lay my head, But in the silence of the dead.
Psalms 38:13-14. But I, as a deaf man, heard not, being astounded by a nation full of court fabrications, deceits, and lies. So the Saviour was silent, and answered not a word.

Psalms 38:15. In thee, oh Lord, is my hope. Thou wilt eventually hear and deliver me, with thy strong hand. Thou wilt not forsake me. Make haste to help me, oh Lord, my salvation. Thus to the saints, the darkest cloud brightens into day.

Psalms 38:19. Mine enemies are lively, flourishing in splendour and power, while I am in exile, suffering from hardships and want. 

39 Psalm 39 

Verses 1-13
This psalm is inscribed to Jeduthun, leader of one of the choral bands in the temple. 1 Chronicles 16:41; and bears the name of David.

Psalms 39:5. Thou hast made my days as a hand-breadth, which is the smallest of the three measures of stature; the span and the cubit being also in use.

REFLECTIONS.
How valuable are those sacred songs, and plaintive supplications of Hebrew devotion. We have followed David in a vast variety of the vicissitudes of life; now we follow him to the bed of sickness, on which he lay very weak and emaciated. Here we find a piety correspondent to all the devotion of his more active scenes of life. Here we find the hero of the east, the Lord’s chosen and anointed king, vanquished by a fever, and wasting as the helpless poor. His gay, his infidel, his wicked courtiers, covered with apparent regret, or on the affairs of state, gained admission into his presence. The king, animated with a piety becoming his situation, wished to deliver his soul of them by a faithful declaration of their state. But knowing their principles and incorrigible character, he for awhile restrained the efforts of the Spirit. Finding this to occasion pain and anguish, and that the fire of heaven was kindling in his heart by reflection, he freely uttered the following moral and divine excellencies.

He most aptly expatiated on the shortness of human life, which is but as a hand-breadth, a vapour that fleeth away as a shadow.

He next enlarges on the vanity and folly of life. What a folly for man to heap up riches when he has already more than enough; when he may never live to enjoy them; when his children may die in their minority, and when the sons of strangers shall inherit his substance. Why pursue pleasures with such avidity? They are unsatisfactory in their nature; they divert the mind from more rational duties, and leave but the stings of reflection behind. And why become a martyr for popular applause, and the honour that cometh of men? Perhaps the votary may never acquire the dignity at which he aspires. Perhaps he may see his rival in robes, and himself despised; perhaps a false step may occasion the public to load him with execrations, and cover his lustre with a cloud of eternal infamy. Surely, man walketh in a vain shadow, and disquieteth himself in vain. The prophet having delivered his mind to the wicked, next turned to his own situation, and looked to his God. “And now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is,” not in physicians, but “in thee.” His first care was to glorify God’s chastising hand by connecting his punishment and sin; such indeed was his uniform practice.

His first request was to be delivered from all his transgressions; for good men should at all times be more cautious of their conscience than of their health. Therefore he was dumb, and opened not his mouth; he owned the punishment as mild and just.

His next request was for a reprieve: “Hear my prayer, oh Lord, and hold not thy peace at my tears.” Though piety glowed in his heart; though all fear of death was thereby removed; yet his enemies, the foolish who wished for his death, were many. His body, the garment or vehicle of the soul, fretted away as if eaten by a moth. The fine ruddy countenance of his youth now faded as the rose. Therefore, still anxious that God would not leave the empire in the hands of foolish and ungodly courtiers, he prayed, he cried, he wept that God would spare him a little before he followed his fathers. So Hezekiah, the good Hezekiah, wept and obtained the like reprieve. And what a calamity would it have proved to Israel in both cases, had the Lord in those afflictions taken away their pious kings.

We learn here, that good men are often raised up in answer to prayer; and when thus spared, they are under peculiar obligations to devote the remains of life to piety and usefulness. 

40 Psalm 40 

Verses 1-17
This psalm of David is a consequence of the preseding. It is an ode of thanksgiving for liberation from the profound grief and sorrow under which he had groaned. Here he rises above the cloud, and as he says, “saw light in the light of the Lord.” A glorious vista opened on his mind. He saw the Eternal Word, the Christ of God. He became, for some moments, joined to him in Spirit, and spake in his language. He saw him in all the grandeur of his passion, consummating the work of our redemption; he saw him as rising from the dead, and declaring the promised righteousness in the great congregation. It is therefore in vain that the Arians talk here of David as the father of Christ, and as a type of the Holy and the Just One. David did not fulfil and magnify the law. David’s ears were never bored, nor did he supersede the ceremonial law, and convert the gentile world. Arianism destroys the sense of the prophets, supersedes the Targums of the elder rabbins, and raises the feeble arm of philosophy against the wisdom which is from above.

Psalms 40:2. He brought me up also out of a horrible pit. From the deep, the wide, and miry cave in which David once lay, he borrows language to utter his heart. There he prayed and cried, as in the preseding psalm, and there he was heard and delivered from death. So the Saviour wrestled in anguish on mount Olivet, and offered up strong cries and tears. Matthew 26:3. Hebrews 5:7.

Psalms 40:3. He hath put a new song into my mouth, as in the verses which follow, and in twenty of the psalms. See Psalms 118. Homer sung the fall of Troy. Virgil flattered the Romans with the landing of Æneas in Italy. Another sings the liberation of Jerusalem, and a fourth celebrates the Indian continent, opened by the Portugese. But here is the song of songs.—Many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord. The signal favours of God to David, were as a thousand arguments to persuade the nations to serve a God ever faithful and good. Thus it was when the church rejoiced; a multitude of converts were brought over to the Lord. Acts 2. 3. 4.

Psalms 40:6. Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire: mine ears hast thou opened. David here uses the words זבח ומנחה zebach ve-minchah, holocaust, or burnt-offering, and meat-offering. The first of these words has a lively reference to the oblation of the Saviour’s body on the cross; the second to the joys which followed. This text is obviously to be explained by Isaiah 50:5-6, where the prophet is as David, personating the language of Christ. “The Lord hath opened mine ears, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away my back. I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair. I hid not my face from shame and spitting.” This sense best agrees with the readiness which follows, the coming in the volume of the book, and the delighting to do the will of God. Neither the ear of David, nor the ear of the Messiah was ever bored. Besides, the plural word is here used, and the law allowed but of one ear to be bored. Mestrezat, an eminent French preacher, whom Ostervald places among the models of pulpit eloquence, has a learned sermon on this text. He allows that when St. Paul applies this passage to Christ, he followed not the Hebrew but the Septuagint version; and that in rendering the text, “a body hast thou prepared me,” he uses the word body, not ears, in conformity to the gentiles who called those who were slaves for life σωματα somata; and a farther reason was, because the Father had appropriated to the Messiah a body, as Isaiah says, when personating Christ, “The Lord hath formed me from the womb to be his servant:” chap. Psalms 49:5. So also St. Paul. “He made himself of no reputation, and was found in the likeness of men.” Philippians 2:6-7. As to the Lord’s not desiring sacrifices and offerings, we are to understand it first, in unison with all those texts which prefer obedience to oblations. “I spake not unto your fathers— concerning burnt-offerings or sacrifices: but this one thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice.” Jeremiah 7:22-23. So Hosea: “For I will have mercy, and not sacrifice.” Secondly, we are to understand the words as predicting the ultimate cessation of the legal sacrifices for a more perfect way of approaching God by the body of Christ offered up once for all. There was to be a more efficacious fountain opened for sin than the law afforded. Zechariah 13:1.

Psalms 40:7. Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me. In the Hebrew, the Greek, and the Latin, it is, “in the head of the book.” The English follows the Chaldaic and Montanus in reading, “in the volume,” that is, in the superior part or opening of the covenant. So John puts the Messiah at the head of his gospel, and at the head of his epistle. Thus Moses, “The Seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.” Isaiah also, “I will give thee for a covenant to the people.” Here is the text; the sermon reigns through all the volume; the old testament is full of the sufferings and glory of Christ.

Psalms 40:9. I have preached righteousness. David, and many good kings, have taken an active part in the worship of God. Eusebius gives us an oration of Constantine the great, which he delivered in the church. Julian the apostate emperor, while young, read sometimes in the church. But these words have ever been understood of Christ, who preached boldly in the temple, and through all the land. John 7:26; John 18:20. This righteousness of God is described in the next verse: I have declared thy faithfulness and thy truth.

Psalms 40:12. Innumerable evils have compassed me about; mine iniquities, that is, my afflictions, have taken hold upon me. This is a figure of speech which puts one thing for another, and is of frequent occurrence in the running language of Hebrew piety.

REFLECTIONS.
Here the inspired prophet launches forth into a sublime strain of grateful devotion. His soul was warmed and elevated by a review of past mercies; and from his own particular deliverances, he sees a much greater deliverance, which the Lord would effectuate by Jesus Christ. Let us amplify his words. I waited patiently for the Lord during the seven years of my exile, and he brought me up out of the horrible cave where I did hide from Saul; and when I cried bitterly there, my feet sticking fast in the mire, the dark and vaulted caverns gave doleful echoes to my voice. But now he has brought me to the throne which is firm as a rock, because it is founded upon his promise. Therefore I will praise him with a new song, and magnify his favours and love. Yea, Israel, seeing my mercies, and God’s faithfulness to his word, shall reform their lives; and pray to him for the same mercies in regard to pardon and grace. But songs of praise are not enough to return to my God: I will glorify him, not by sin-offerings, but by obedience; his law is within me, and I delight to do his will. Yea more; as I often have, so while I have breath I will declare his righteousness in the great congregation; I will not hide it in my heart. And I will do it that my prayers may still be heard for deliverance from all my remaining foes. So shame shall cover those that say, Aha, aha! Those that seek his salvation shall rejoice; and I will ever remain poor and needy at the Lord’s feet; it is safest for my soul. We may farther add, that this psalm is highly applicable to persons recently converted, or delivered from troubles occasioned by their sins. They are brought out of a horrible pit of sin and death, where their feet stuck fast in the mire of shame and sin, for the wicked are like a troubled sea, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. Their feet are now established on Christ the rock of ages, and their tongues sing praises to their God. They publish his righteousness in the congregation of his saints; for it would be wicked to hide it, that the righteous may rejoice and sinners be converted to the Lord.

But the ultimate application of this psalm is to the Messiah, for the prophets, in all their sorrows and joys, transferred their desires to him. Christ in the garden, in the hands of his crucifiers, and in the grave, was in this horrible pit; and he offered up prayers with strong cries and tears, and was raised up by the glory of God. When the Father would not accept of bulls and goats, he having a body prepared, came willingly forward to die on the cross. He came, in the volume of the book, to fulfil all things which the scriptures had said; for the law of the Father was within him, and he delighted to do his will. By the which will we are sanctified. He has also published the righteousness of God in the great congregation of heaven and earth; and many nations and people, kindreds and tongues, have seen and feared, and turned to the Lord. 

41 Psalm 41 

Verses 1-13
A psalm of David, when sick with grief at Absalom’s rebellion.

Psalms 41:4. Heal my soul. It would appear that David was visited with some temporary sickness, prior to Absalom’s rebellion, and that the disaffected took every advantage of it to strengthen their revolt. They spread reports that an evil, a supernatural disease, consumed him: Psalms 41:8.

Psalms 41:9. Mine own familiar friend. Hebrews the man of my peace; or as the Chaldaic, the man who ought to have sought my peace. It can scarcely be doubted but the reference is to Ahithophel, who ate at his table, and took the king’s arm when walking to the house of God; yet this consummate hypocrite was the eye and soul of Absalom’s revolt, and like Judas, sold the life of his master.

Psalms 41:13. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel. This verse closes each of the five books of Hebrew psalms, as Psalm 72. 89. 106. and 150.

REFLECTIONS.
When David was sick and in trouble, it was a consolation to him that he had shown compassion to the poor. Though there can be no merit in man, yet when he is weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, “God is not unrighteous to forget his work of faith and labour of love.” The language of such a character is very exuberant: The Lord will deliver him—the Lord will preserve him—the Lord will keep him alive—the Lord will bless him on the earth—the Lord will not deliver him to the will of his enemies—the Lord will strengthen him on the bed of sickness, and like a kind nurse, make his bed in his affliction.

We must notice here the disguised wickedness of court-factions. Saul’s old partizans, ready enough to join in Absalom’s revolt, filled the land with unfavourable reports concerning the king’s health. Truly the beasts are not so fierce against man as the wicked are against one another.

David regarded his recovery from sickness as a special mark of divine favour, a mark of favour calculated to depress the unhallowed joys of his enemies. Recent mercies after sickness refresh the soul, like the fragrance of spring after the desolations of winter. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever and ever. In all these troubles we are to see the Saviour of men betrayed, persecuted, and crucified; yet rising from the tomb to the throne, and the necks of all his enemies put under his feet. 

42 Psalm 42 

Verses 1-11
Psalms 42:3. Tears have been my meat. I abstained from food to indulge in grief: my sorrows have superseded the desire of food.

Psalms 42:6. The hill Mizar; the little hill on which Zoar was built, to which Lot and his daughters fled.

Psalms 42:7. Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts. Waterspouts at sea are very analogous to whirlwinds on land. They are never noticed but in dark and rainy weather. They are seen from the deck of a ship to arise in the midst of a thick cloud as dark pillars; and if very near, in colour they resemble that of smoke when it issues from wet straw; but at a distance, the colour resembles a little thick cloud with tremendous rain. In these pillars the water ascends with a hissing gentle noise, and in their whirl they cast the spray around, but much slower than the dust in a whirlwind. When the thick column of vapour has reached a certain height, and becomes too heavy for the electric fluid, or the whirling current of air which it rolls, the head of the column begins to settle, and gives the form of a trumpet to the pillar of vapour. Sometimes the whole column inclines away, leaning towards the surface of the sea; and when several have been seen at once, they will sometimes cross each other like the letter X but still slowly rolling, and apparently not swifter than the clouds. If one of these happen to touch a ship, it washes the deck with a torrent of water fresh as the rain, and not unfrequently endangers the sails and rigging by its weight and motion. Hence ships endeavour to avoid them, or fire a cannon shot into the midst of the cloud. Mr. John Daniel, of Coverack, observed one near the Lizard point, which had a very massy and inclined column; and it rolled in the clouds with a velocity which, in his opinion, would have completely stripped any ship of its rigging. Thus they who do business on great waters, see the wonderful works of the Lord. When they fall on the land, they sometimes devastate fields and houses in their course.

REFLECTIONS.—PSALM 42. 43.
These two psalms were originally one, and it is difficult to account for their being divided. They both close with the same reviving chorus. David composed them beyond the Jordan, and in the vicinity of mount Hermon, when he fled from Absalom; and to that cruel and unnatural revolt we are indebted, under God, for some of his most pathetic pieces. The first object which pierced his soul in exile, was banishment from the house and altar of the Lord. He was perfectly acquainted with the omnipresence of the Maker of heaven and earth; yet no place was so dear to the pious Jew as the mercyseat. Therefore as the hart, the hunted hart, pants to cool his body in pools of water, so his soul panted for the river, whose streams make glad the city of God. How then will those christians appear, who discover so great an indifference to the means of grace?

The second cause of David’s grief was, that the infidel and rebellious crowd should now display their wanton wit in deriding the confidence he had ever reposed in the peculiar promises of God. Hearing of his flight, and presuming he was now for ever lost, they exclaimed, Where is now thy God. This was the more afflictive, as he had gone with those men to the house of God, and headed their devotion in all public days of joy and thanksgiving. Hence we should learn to trust in God alone, and not repose too much confidence in men, not even in the best of men.

We have next the power of faith, which can support the soul in the most afflictive situations. David’s army was small, the rebels were numerous and wicked beyond a name. His flight was attended with a thousand humiliations, and the revolt of his favourite son was connected with crimes peculiarly mortifying to the sire. So circumstanced, day and night he enjoyed his tears, instead of meat. All around him was impervious gloom; yet even then faith broke into his mind with rays of confidence and hope; and assuming the soul of a prophet and a king, he said, Why art thou cast down, oh my soul? Why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise him.

Providence presently realized his confidence; the rebels were defeated, many of the fugitives were driven over the precipice, in the wood of Ephraim; the kingdom was purified of a vast throng of incorrigible men, and the Lord brought back the king to his altar and his holy hill. Oh how good is the Lord to those who trust in his word: how bright are the beams of the sun after a dark and cloudy day. He who has God for his portion should never yield to despair.

Whether we are overwhelmed with spiritual despondency and gloom, whether involved in family afflictions, or overtaken with national calamities, let us fix our eye and heart steadfastly on the promises of God, and wait the issues of his holy will. 

43 Psalm 43 

Verses 1-5
REFLECTIONS.—PSALM 42. 43.
These two psalms were originally one, and it is difficult to account for their being divided. They both close with the same reviving chorus. David composed them beyond the Jordan, and in the vicinity of mount Hermon, when he fled from Absalom; and to that cruel and unnatural revolt we are indebted, under God, for some of his most pathetic pieces. The first object which pierced his soul in exile, was banishment from the house and altar of the Lord. He was perfectly acquainted with the omnipresence of the Maker of heaven and earth; yet no place was so dear to the pious Jew as the mercyseat. Therefore as the hart, the hunted hart, pants to cool his body in pools of water, so his soul panted for the river, whose streams make glad the city of God. How then will those christians appear, who discover so great an indifference to the means of grace?

The second cause of David’s grief was, that the infidel and rebellious crowd should now display their wanton wit in deriding the confidence he had ever reposed in the peculiar promises of God. Hearing of his flight, and presuming he was now for ever lost, they exclaimed, Where is now thy God. This was the more afflictive, as he had gone with those men to the house of God, and headed their devotion in all public days of joy and thanksgiving. Hence we should learn to trust in God alone, and not repose too much confidence in men, not even in the best of men.

We have next the power of faith, which can support the soul in the most afflictive situations. David’s army was small, the rebels were numerous and wicked beyond a name. His flight was attended with a thousand humiliations, and the revolt of his favourite son was connected with crimes peculiarly mortifying to the sire. So circumstanced, day and night he enjoyed his tears, instead of meat. All around him was impervious gloom; yet even then faith broke into his mind with rays of confidence and hope; and assuming the soul of a prophet and a king, he said, Why art thou cast down, oh my soul? Why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise him.

Providence presently realized his confidence; the rebels were defeated, many of the fugitives were driven over the precipice, in the wood of Ephraim; the kingdom was purified of a vast throng of incorrigible men, and the Lord brought back the king to his altar and his holy hill. Oh how good is the Lord to those who trust in his word: how bright are the beams of the sun after a dark and cloudy day. He who has God for his portion should never yield to despair.

Whether we are overwhelmed with spiritual despondency and gloom, whether involved in family afflictions, or overtaken with national calamities, let us fix our eye and heart steadfastly on the promises of God, and wait the issues of his holy will. 

44 Psalm 44 

Verses 1-26
Psalms 44:1. Our fathers have told us. All ancient patriarchs instructed their children, and all ancient nations instructed posterity by oral traditions, as in this psalm, by reciting how Joshua drove out the Canaanites. This was done also in their sacred odes, as many of the psalms testify. Our northern fathers often employed the early part of their long winter-nights in the amusing runes and histories of their ancestors. When a stranger called for hospitality, it was reckoned his duty to entertain the family by a recitation of sacred odes and histories. The EDDA, that is, instruction, of Iceland, celebrates the gods, the fathers, and the heroes. The VOLUSPA, by the sibyl or prophetess Vola, is of the same character. She sung the age when Emir lived, when there was neither land, nor sea, nor heaven above. The age before the invention of arts, and the coining of money.

Psalms 44:12. Thou sellest thy people for nought. Thou deliverest them into the hands of their enemies, not indeed for money, but as corrections for their sins; for long and gross violations of the covenant, to which they had sworn.

Psalms 44:19. In the place of dragons. The low country of Chaldea, where serpents abounded.

Psalms 44:22. For thy sake are we killed all the day long. Rabbinical comments are often wide of the mark, yet we find here a reference to Mary, daughter of Nachton, who was taken captive with her seven sons, and shut up in prison. They brought forth the first before Cæsar; [Antiochus, 2 Maccabees 7., where the horrible story is related at large] and said to him, worship idols. He answered, it is written in our law, I am the Lord thy God. Then they carried him out and slew him, and brought the second before Caesar. The massacre of these seven sons took up the whole day. Dr. Lightfoot, Gittim, fol. 57. 2.

REFLECTIONS.
This Psalm being addressed to the sons of Korah, as well as Psalm 42. and 43., was probably much sung during the Babylonian captivity. It celebrates the goodness of the Lord in giving them the promised land, and by consequence indulges a distant hope of emancipation, though for the present he went not forth with their armies. It complains bitterly of the insults and the scorn they received in captivity; for calamities falling on persons of dignity are more severely felt than when they fall on the humble poor: and surely no persons are more justly exposed to scorn than fallen professors. There was another consideration which encouraged the Jews to hope for salvation; they had not forgotten the name of God in captivity. Therefore they were the more encouraged to pray that he would arise, help, and redeem them for his mercies’ sake. In every view the dealings of God with his ancient people, are instructive to the christian church. 

45 Psalm 45 

Verses 1-17
Meir Arama says, that with the consent of all [the rabbins] this psalm speaks of the Messiah. The Targum also, as far as the eighth verse, expounds it of the Messiah. Their interpretation appears to be correct, 

(1) From the sublime effusions of David’s soul. 

(2) The King is higher than the kings of the earth. 

(3) In all his wars he is terrible and victorious.

(4) His title, the Elohim, St. Paul, Hebrews 1:8, will not allow to be inscribed to a mortal man.

(5) The description of the Queen is too exalted for Pharaoh’s daughter, and agrees better with St. Paul’s description of the church. Ephesians 5:27.

Though Solomon had no war, yet some orthodox fathers think that David glances also on Solomon’s marriage.

Shoshannim, in the title, signifies an instrument of six strings. Maschil signifies of instruction. A song of loves: the original word is Jedidiah, the beloved of the Lord. So Nathan appointed Solomon to be called, 2 Samuel 12:25; a name which made him highly figurative of Christ, the beloved of the Father. Now, though these high encomiums are passed on Solomon, and these exalted requests made for his person and empire; and though language equally strong is used for David; yet we have proof in abundance, that the inspired writers in the old testament referred all their sorrows, and all their joys, to the Messiah as the ultimate object of their hope.

Psalms 45:1. My heart is inditing, pouring forth a torrent of divine truths, maxims the most illustrious, and prophecies the most luminous.

Psalms 45:2. Thou art fairer than the children of men, in point of regal splendour, virtue, and wisdom. Targum, Thou art fairer, oh King Messiah.
Psalms 45:3. Gird on thy sword. Solomon had indeed a sword, but he engaged not in wars; nor had he occasion, except to quell revolts by some of his officers in old age. But Christ has a sword with two edges. 

Psalms 45:5. Thine arrows are sharp. As Solomon had no war, this prophecy refers to Christ, who fights against Jews and Romans, and all the enemies of the church, with the sharp sword that goes out of his mouth.

Psalms 45:6. Thy throne, oh God, is for ever and ever. The word אלהים Elohim, in the plural, is here applied to the king whose praise the psalmist celebrates. But this cannot be Solomon, for the word in the plural form is never applied to any creature individually, whether angel or man. It is several times metaphorically applied to judges, rulers, or princes, in their collective capacity, as Psalms 82:6; but never individually. Manoah said of the angel, 13:22, “We shall surely die, because we have seen ELOHIM.” But the angel there is the same as in Genesis 22:11, JEHOVAH, the Angel of the covenant. St. Paul adduces this passage expressly to prove the divinity of Christ, Hebrews 1:8-9; and it does not admit of any other interpretation.

Psalms 45:7. The oil of gladness above thy fellows. God gave not the Spirit to the Messiah by measure; he had a name of glory and exaltation above every name. He is heir of all things, and Mediator between God and man.

Psalms 45:8. Ivory palaces. The walls of palaces were sometimes cased with polished ivory.

Psalms 45:9. Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable women. The rabbins, and most of the christian fathers, expound the remaining verses of the marriage of Solomon with Pharaoh’s daughter; and our Poole admits that this idea does not diminish the glory of the Messiah. It is usual with the prophets, by things which are near, to speak of Christ, and of the glory of his kingdom.

Psalms 45:10. Forget also thine own people. A man must forsake father and mother, and cleave to his wife. The gentiles also must forget their kindred and their gods, to be joined to Christ, and incorporated with the Israel of God.

Psalms 45:11. Worship thou him. As a woman is required to reverence her husband, so the church, yea all the angels of God, must adore the Saviour. Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way.

Psalms 45:12. The daughter of Tyre. So also we read of the daughter of Zion, the daughter of Jerusalem, and the daughter of Babel. It means the virgins of those cities, and denotes the conversion of that nation to Christ. Both Greece and Carthage, to which they fled, embraced the christian faith.

Psalms 45:13. The king’s daughter is all glorious within. In royal marriages there is a great deal of exterior splendour, in dress, jewels, crowns, equipage; but in the church, the glory of holiness is within—the adornings of godliness, and the loveliness of the christian temper.—We may here add, a versification by the late C. Wesley, never, with the exception of five verses, before printed. Its merits are incomparable.

My heart is full of Christ, and longs His rising glories to declare; Of him I make my loftiest songs, I cannot from his praise forbear; My ready tongue makes haste to sing The beauties of my heavenly King.
Fairer than all the earth-born race, Perfect in comeliness thou art, Replenished are thy lips with grace, And full of love thy tender heart; God ever blessed, we bow the knee, And own all fulness dwells in thee.
Gird on thy thigh the Spirit’s sword, And take to thee thy power divine; Stir up thy strength, Almighty Lord, All power and majesty are thine; Assert thy worship and renown, Oh all-redeeming God come down.
Come, and maintain thy righteous cause, And let thy glorious toil succeed; Dispread the victory of thy cross, Ride on and prosper in thy deed; Through earth triumphantly ride on, And reign in all our hearts alone.
Terrible things thine own right hand, Shall teach thy greatness to perform; Who in th’ avengeful day can stand Unshaken by thine anger’s storm; While riding on the whirlwind’s wings, They meet the thundering King of kings.
Sharp are the arrows of thy love, And pierce the most obdurate heart; Their point thine enemies shall prove, And strangely filled with pleasing smart, Fall down before thy cross subdued, And feel thine arrows dipt in blood.
Lover thou art of purity, And hatest every spot of sin; Nothing profane can dwell with thee, Nothing unholy or unclean, And therefore doth thy Father own, His glorious likeness in his Son.
Therefore he hath his Spirit shed, Spirit of joy, and power, and grace, Immeasurably on thy head, Firstborn of all the chosen race; From thee the sacred unction springs, That makes thy followers priests and kings.
Sweet is the odour of thy name, Through all the means a fragrance comes; Thy garments hide a sinner’s shame, Thy garments shed divine perfumes; That through the ivory palace flow, The church in which thou reign’st below.
Thy heavenly charms the virgins move, And bow them to thy pleasing sway; They triumph in thy princely love, Thy will with all their hearts obey; Revere thine honourable word, The glorious handmaids of the Lord.
High above all at thy right hand, Adorned with each diviner grace, Thy favourite queen exults to stand, Thy church her heavenly charms displays; Clothed with the sun, for glories meet, She sees the moon beneath her feet.
Daughter of heaven though born on earth, Incline thy willing heart and ear, Forget thy first ignoble birth, Thy people and thy kinsfolks here; So shall the king delight to see His beauties copied, and by thee. He only is thy God and Lord, Worship divine to him be given, By all the host of heaven adored, By every creature under heaven: And all the gentile world shall know, And freely to his service flow.
The rich shall lay their riches down, And poor become for Jesu’s sake: Kings at his feet shall cast their crown, And humbly for his mercy make; (Mercy profuse on all bestowed)
And languish to be great in God.
Are not his servants kings, and rule They not o’er hell, and earth, and sin? His daughter is divinely full Of Christ, and glorious all within; All glorious inwardly she reigns, And not one spot of sin remains.
Clothed with humility and love, With every darling virtue bright, With faith which God vouchsafes t’ approve, Precious in her great Father’s sight; The royal maid with joy shall come, Triumphant to her heavenly home.
Brought by his sweet attracting grace, She first shall in his sight appear; In holiness behold his face, Made perfect with her followers here: Spotless and pure, a virgin train, They all shall in his palace reign.
In lieu of seers and patriarchs old, Of whom she once did make her boast, The virgin-mother shall behold Her numerous sons, a princely host; Installed o’er all the earth abroad, Anointed kings and priests to God.
Thee, Jesus, King of kings, and Lord Of lords, I glory to proclaim; From age to age thy praise record, That all the world may learn thy name: And all shall soon thy grace adore, When time and sin shall be no more. 

46 Psalm 46 

Verses 1-11
Psalms 46:4. A river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God. This was the Gihon, a very copious fountain on the west of Jerusalem, like St. Winnefrid’s well in Wales, or the spring at Cheddar in Somerset. At this fount, accounted holy, Solomon was consecrated by Zadock and Nathan. King Hezekiah made a subterranean passage for this water under the hills, on the west side of the city of David; foreseeing that in a future siege, the enemy might find it and divert it from the city. Of the great and secret aquæduct we have a specimen in Procopius 4. Gothicorum. From this fountain a stream was conducted to the temple, and to the pools in the city, making them glad. From this fountain, the life of Jerusalem, many fine ideas were suggested to the prophets concerning the living waters, which replenish the church of God.

It is a very conspicuous blunder in one of our commentators to say, that the psalmist “alludes here to the brook Kidron, and its two streams or rivulets flowing from it, Gihon and Siloah, 2 Chronicles 32:30, whose waters went softly to Jerusalem.

Psalms 46:5. She shall not be moved. God having put his great name in Jerusalem, the rabbins cherished a fond notion that the city should stand for ever, which promise respected the spiritual, not the secular Zion.

Psalms 46:6. The heathen raged, as in Psalms 2:1, when David was made king, and when Israel was likely to gain the sovereignty over all Syria.

Psalms 46:8. Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made. The whole belt of nations, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, and the Syrians subdued, as Psalms 83.; and now the reign of peace is come, after a long and stormy time.

Psalms 46:10. Be still and know that I am God. From the time of David’s conquest of Syria, and during the whole reign of Solomon, the Israelites had peace, which is noticed here as the best time for spiritual improvement, and the exercises of devotion. 

REFLECTIONS.
This, and the second psalm, should be read by the church when the wicked lift up the voice, and raise a revengeful arm. Amid the raging of war, and scenes of confusion, God sits all serene on his holy hill, and encircles Zion with both his arms. His cloud of glory interposes between his trembling flock, and the alien host. He manages the blind and tumultuous passions of the wicked with reins. He directs the tempest and all its roaring; he suffers a few drops to fall on the church that all may fear, while his thunderbolts descend in sure strokes on the men who have scorned the refuge of his arm.

While the desolations of winter and of vengeance prevail in the outward world, Zion flourishes like a garden in all the charms of spring, being watered by the river of life proceeding from the throne of God. He has presented himself in the midst of his people; and love, peace and joy, abound in every heart. In like manner has the prophet, our Lord, and his apostle, spoken of the Holy Spirit. Ezekiel 47. John 7:39. Revelation 22:3.

When the rage of war, and the fury of nations have subsided, the faith of Zion is encreased by a review of God’s works. We see how he gives omens of his peaceful reign, and how he baffles the counsels of the ungodly to establish his pleasure. The Jews, resolved to destroy the christian church, destroyed themselves. The Romans, in about ten successive persecutions, resolved to put it down; they put down their own empire, and from the height of all its pride.

Be still then, oh Zion. Own the perfections of God, and acquaint the nations with his works, particularly with his desolating judgments in all the earth. God is, first and last, thy refuge; thou shalt not be moved. The tempest rolls in thy behalf, and the terrors of vengeance are directed by thy Saviour’ arm. 

47 Psalm 47 

Verses 1-9
This is the song which the sons of Korah sung before the ark, when it was removed from the city of David to its place in the temple. 2 Kings 8 :2 Chronicles 7. The ark being a type of Christ, it foretels his exaltation in heaven, and the enlargement of his kingdom among the gentiles, who are here called upon to participate in the general joy arising from his triumphant ascension, and the success of his gospel among the nations.

Psalms 47:1. Oh clap your hands, all ye people, for God in the terrible characters of the ark of his strength, is gone up to his restingplace in Zion. David, having once lodged the ark adjacent to his palace, would never suffer it to be removed.

Psalms 47:5. God is gone up with a shout; the full band of singers, of harps, &c. joining in joyful song, with the king leading the choir. Jehovah heard in heaven, and accepted the dwelling prepared by human hands. There he delivered oracles and gave omens of his more glorious ascension to his true rest, which is in heaven.

Psalms 47:9. The princes of the people are gathered together, to witness the faithfulness of God in now giving the whole of the promised land to the seed of Abraham, and to see David reign from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates; and in a more enlarged sense, to witness the triumphs of the Redeemer’s kingdom.—The people of the God of Abraham, not the Jewish nation, but the spiritual seed of Abraham according to faith; for God is king in all the earth, Psalms 47:7; and the shields of the earth, the powers that shall rule over the converted nations, belong unto God. Instead of aspiring to conquest, and filling the earth with war and violence, they shall rule in righteousness, and cover their people with the shields of righteousness and truth.

REFLECTIONS.
Oh what a day of joy was this to Israel; and what must David have felt when dancing before the ark, and shouting in the song of victory. Surely angels in countless crowds hovered round, participating in the bliss of mortal man. The fall of the Levite for thoughtlessly touching the ark, was indeed a check on their joys; but it could not damp the ardours of the nation’s fire. Israel now began to indulge the hope, that as God was king in all the earth, so all nations would now come and bow before his throne. Because God sat on the throne of his holiness or mercyseat, and ruled the heathen as king in all the earth, Israel was confident that all nations should be subdued under their feet. But every covenant has its conditions. Israel forsook the Lord, and worshipped other gods; therefore his glory removed to the christian church. He has purified unto himself a new or peculiar people; and he shall reign among them till grace and justice subdue all nations under his feet, and till the uttermost parts of the earth become his possession. Hence the holy prophets did not fully know the import of the Spirit, who spake in them of the salvation which is come unto us. 1 Peter 1:10; 1 Peter 1:12. Let us therefore sing praises unto God; for what he has promised by his word, he will perform by his providence. The princes of the gentile world shall be nursing fathers to the church; and faithful servants to Abraham’s God. 

48 Psalm 48 

Verses 1-14
Title. A psalm for the sons of Korah. Asaph being dead, and his sons not named, we infer that the psalm, as many think, was composed on the Assyrian invasion; for then God was truly great in Zion, in the mountain of his holiness.

Psalms 48:2. Beautiful for situation. Dr. Lightfoot describes the situation of Jerusalem from original authorities. It stood on two hills; Zion was the higher, and more extended hill, being strongly fortified. This David called the Castle: but after the Babylonian captivity it was called the Upper-town. The lower hill was called Acra, and was steep on both sides. Against this was a third hill, called Moriah, separated from Acra by a valley. But while the Asmonean family reigned, being desirous that the temple might communicate with the city, they filled it up, and levelled the top of Acra, that the majestic temple might overlook the whole city. Ophel was another little hill, on which strong works were erected. It is translated the tower, 2 Kings 5:24. See also 2 Chronicles 27:3; 2 Chronicles 33:14. Nehemiah 3:26. Bezatha was also a little hill opposite to the tower of Antonia, and separated from it only by a deep ditch. The Millo, another fortification, was adjacent to the temple, and on the west side. The city of David was in the north-west part of Jerusalem, and ascended by steps. Hence the situation being highly military, Zion displayed her towers. But mount Zion, here said to be on the north, was by the building gradually rising towards the north; yet the Litany reads, “Upon the north side lies the city of the great king.”

Psalms 48:4-5. Lo the kings were assembled—they saw—they were troubled— they hasted away. This perfectly agrees with the flight of the Assyrians, as described in 2 Chronicles 32:21.

Psalms 48:7. Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish. Isaiah 23:6. 1 Kings 10:22, With an east wind, blowing like the euroclydon, Acts 27:14, when Paul was shipwrecked. The east wind is often named in the scriptures as injurious to health, and noxious to vegetation. It blows up the sands of the deserts very often into high ridges, buries the camels, and scatters armies with terror. Jeremiah 18:17. While Dr. Edward Clarke, our accredited traveller, was entering the bay of Salamis in the Isle of Cyprus, there sprang up an east wind which laid the frigate on her beam ends, blistered the lips of the sailors, attended with much pain. “In the short space of two minutes, the mercury rose in the thermometer from eighty to eighty six degrees of heat.”—On the land it is often accompanied with hot and destructive winds, described by Bruce and other travellers.

Psalms 48:8. As we have heard, from Moses, Deuteronomy 28:29., in the recital of covenant blessings, so have we seen, in the victories of David, that the Lord keeps his covenant and promises, which he sware to Abraham our father; for his word is clean and abideth for ever.

Psalms 48:14. This God is our God. He will be our guide and our refuge, in all the public and private calamities of life; and will accompany us in the valley of the shadow of death.

REFLECTIONS.
Here is a song in praise of Zion, a song glowing with the ardours of piety, and great elevation of sentiment. But the spiritual Zion is intended; a psalm of mere topography could not be obtruded on divine worship. She is beautiful in her appearance and situation, on the hill of God’s eternal power and love. She is beautiful in the feet of her sons, who carry glad tidings of peace to all the earth. She is beautiful in her king, the Lord of hosts.

God is known in all her palaces for a refuge. As Solomon built many palaces, and was a protection to the poor and oppressed, so JEHOVAH sheds happiness and heaven on all who trust under the shadow of his wings. Oh that sinners would come to this sanctuary, more especially because the hail of God’s anger shall sweep away their refuges of lies.

Zion is a terror to all kings and potentates who league together for its destruction. They look on its strength, and tremble; they look again, and seeing that God is there, they relinquish their plans, and recede from their ill-advised persecutions with eternal shame. Where are now the men who for awhile have made war on the saints? And what is their name in ecclesiastical and profane history? Truly all who meddled with it have been put to shame. Zion is the joy of all her children; the daughters of Judah were glad because of God’s judgments on the oppressors. And as the Jews rejoice in the strength of their impregnable city, so the saints rejoice in the alsufficient protection of the Lord. The one gloried in the splendid palaces of Solomon, and in his towers of defence; the other boasts of prophets, of apostles, of martyrs and confessors, who have been as bulwarks, pillars, and ornaments in the church. They glory also in all the doctrines of grace, and in all the promises of the new covenant, which have made the children of Zion champions in the faith. Thus while we walk about Zion, and tell her towers, our confidence rises in her strong and mighty God. 

49 Psalm 49 

Verses 1-20
Psalms 49:1. Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world. The psalmist opens his song as a philosopher and a prophet, giving equal instruction to all mankind.

Psalms 49:3. My mouth shall speak of wisdom. I will speak boldly of the schemes, the follies, and the best wisdom of mortal man; that a just portrait of his errors may direct his steps to the good way in which he ought to walk.

Psalms 49:4. A parable; a succession of wise, moral, and divine maxims. It differs from allegory by the ænigma it contains.

Psalms 49:5. The iniquity of my heels. Critics multiply readings here. Some by heels understand ways or footsteps. Others by heels understand the remains of human life, and infer the text to mean a caution: why should I take steps in the acquisition of wealth, which will occasion me pain at a future day. Bishop Lowth, taking עקבי akabey, and very correctly, for the present participle of the verb, will have the sense to be, “The wickedness of those that lie in wait for me.”

Psalms 49:8. The redemption of their soul is precious. If once lost, it is lost for ever: there is no redemption in the grave. It is highly probable that our Saviour had this text in view, when he spake of gaining the whole world and losing the soul. Elihu said to Job 36:18, “Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away with a stroke; then a great ransom cannot deliver thee.” In both these passages more is meant than the loss of natural life. The Redeemer having paid this ransom by the price of his life for our lives, carries the redemption into effect by the power of truth and grace. And the day of grace is precious, for it is short: in the grave, it ceaseth for ever.
Psalms 49:11. They call their lands after their own names, as illustrated in Genesis 10. They do the same with cities, as Nineveh from Ninus; Rome from Romulus; Antioch from Antiochus; Alexandria from Alexander; Constantinople, the city of Constantine the great. Yes, we see the city, we read the history, we inspect the monument; but where is the dust? We cannot now distinguish it; we are as water spilt on the ground. He only is wise who has a name written in heaven.

Psalms 49:12. Man being in honour abideth not. The Hebrew, and our old bibles read, “man being in honour lodgeth not all night.” Hence some would infer that Adam fell on the day he was created; and they would prove it by our Saviour’s calling Satan a murderer from the beginning. This is all uncertain.

Psalms 49:14. In the morning; that is early, or in the morning of the resurrection. Chrysostom prefers the former.

Psalms 49:15. God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave. The prophet Hosea evidently alludes to this, in Hosea 13:14, where he speaks of the resurrection, which in the preseding verse of this psalm is called, the morning.
REFLECTIONS.
The holy prophet running the race of life, and studying human nature, here professedly writes of wisdom. Confident of having found the truth, and of being able to instruct the ignorant, he is bold in his assertions. He invites high and low, rich and poor, to the grand theatre of instruction. His first maxim of wisdom was not to fear the snares, plots, and oppressions of the rich and the great. Or in whatever sense we take the text, the righteous man has nothing to fear. His past sins are forgiven, grace will preserve his conscience pure, and the snares of the wicked shall but entangle their own feet.

He would not fear the wealthy, because in the day of visitation they could neither redeem a brother’s life, nor their own. The price was above the reach of their fortune; and so much so, as to cease for ever to be in their power. That price the Redeemer, the near kinsman of heavenly descent, alone could pay. Isaiah 53:10.

The good man was the less moved at the influx of opulence, pride and power, because of the infatuation which is too often attendant on wealth. The rich flatter themselves with immortality on the earth. They allow of death in word, but in sentiment dream that the whole of life is yet before them. Hence they call their villas and their lands after their own name; and the folly of their maxim is applauded by their children. But alas, man in honour abideth not. The family is presently extinct, the sons of strangers inherit their substance, their flesh is fattened as sheep for the slaughter, the worms riot on their pampered carcase, and beggars trample on their grave.

The good man was farther gratified by contrasting the luminous exit of the righteous, with the hopeless end of the wicked. Though wealth could not ransom the wicked, yet God will redeem his servants from the grave, having first received their souls to glory. Hence a hope founded on the promise, a hope full of immortality, cheers the good man at the hour of death, while a cloud of eternal darkness obscures the proud in oblivion and shame.

We should not grieve that the wicked first have their portion, for it is but a worldly portion; and God is about to strip the faithless stewards even of this. He will take away their honours and titles, and cover them with reproach. The panegyrists, a venal eloquence or false marble, may load their memory with fame; but true wisdom, lasting in its decisions, will class them with fools, who like the beasts that perish, choose a sensual paradise of meats and drinks. So like their foolish father, they shall never see the light of glory. 

50 Psalm 50 

Verses 1-23
Asaph, to whom this psalm is inscribed, was a seer, as well as head of the singers. He was also the author of twelve psalms, extremely beautiful, and highly prophetic. He here declares that EL ELOHIM JEHOVAH hath spoken. The Latin reads, The God of gods, Jehovah hath spoken. All versions fall short of the original. The prophet speaks here like Enoch, like Joel, like Daniel, of the Lord’s coming to judge and to punish the apostate priests and rulers for rejecting Christ and the gospel; but under these figures, reference is had to the final day of judgment. It is very striking that the spirit of prophecy wholly ascribes the fall of the Jewish nation to the infidelity, the bribery, and the adulteries of their priestly rulers.

Psalms 50:3. Our God shall come; literally, our Elohim comes—a fire shall devour before him. As the elder rabbins refer this psalm to the Messiah, and as the sibylline verses have been defended by Justin Martyr, by Origen, by Clemens of Alexandria, by Augustine, and by Lactantius, notwithstanding the exclamations of forgery in Arian writers, I make no apology for citing them here, as collateral evidences of the truth. SIBYLLA ERYTHRÆA is thus recited, in the Oration of Constantine, from the Greek.

When the great day, the judgment shall appear, The affrighted earth shall melt away with fear; The King immortal shall from heaven descend, And at his bar all nations shall attend; The just and unjust shall, when time grows old, Their Mighty God, arrayed in flesh, behold. The countless hosts at his right hand shall come, And every soul of man await its doom.
With indignation men shall cast away, Their wealth and idols in that vengeful day; The burning earth in flames ascending high, Whose fires shall search and drain the ocean dry.
All flesh which in their graves immured lay, Shall burst their barriers, and return to day. This fire the saints from sinners shall refine, And make the gold with brighter lustre shine: Men’s secret deeds shall then be open laid, The latent mazes of the heart displayed; Gnashing their teeth their fate they then shall wail, The light of sun and shining orbs shall fail.
Mountains and plains shall undistinguished lie, Nor vales their bosom ope, nor Alps be high. No more the seas the stately ships shall boast, The rolling waves forsake the burning coast.
Te’ impetuous lavas shall in rivers burn, And all the grosser earth to crystal turn: The trumpet then from heaven shall sound, And earth’s destruction in its sins be found.
Psalms 50:16. But to the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes? These prohibitions are understood to be a dismissal of the Jewish doctors as the ministers of the holy God. Like the sons of Eli, they joined the thief and the adulterer, instead of seeking the salvation of his soul. But on a minor scale, they apply to all unholy men who officiate in the sanctuary of the Lord.

Psalms 50:22. Lest I tear you in pieces, as a hungry lion rends his prey, and there be none to deliver you, as was the case when the Romans besieged Jerusalem.

Psalms 50:23. Show the salvation of God. The original indicates not only an insight into the gospel law, but that God would save the christian church when he destroyed the temple. He sets a mark, or writes his name, on those that sigh and cry for sin.

REFLECTIONS.
We have here another psalm of the didactic kind; it is a production of the pious Asaph’s, and moves in a higher sphere than the preseding. It opens by calling the whole earth to audience, for the speaker is God of the gentiles, as well as the jews. The subject is worthy of audience and attention: it is God shining forth out of Zion, in the purity of his law and the glory of his gospel. Futurity, in this flood of day, bursts for a moment into open view. The vision was double, closing, like our Saviour’s prophecies, with the destruction of Jerusalem, and the destruction of the world. The prophet, filled with the subject, could hold no more—Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence, at the apostasy of his people: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about. Wherever the guilty Jews shall fly for refuge, vengeance, bloody vengeance shall pursue. So all the holy prophets, impelled by the same spirit, arrayed their sermons with the terrors of the Lord. Isaiah 33:14. Joel 2. Malachi 4. Acts 2. The law was published on Sinai with fire and smoke; and the heavens which have attested its violations, shall punish the guilty with sheets of flame.

Before the Judge pours his vengeance down, he gathers the saints under the covert of his wings; for they have made a covenant with him by sacrifice. Providence confirms the prophecy; many of the saints were driven out of Judea by Jewish persecution, 1 Peter 4:12; and the rest, believing our Saviour’s words, fled beyond the Jordan on the approach of the Roman armies. The final judgment is related at large in Matthew 25. Revelation 20.

The grand cause of Israel’s ruin was corrupt teachers, and hypocrisy of worship. The Lord would not reprove them for sacrifices, but because he loathed their services while they retained their sins. How strikingly also does this apply to the christian church. We may look on the ruins of Israel’s Zion and tremble, for we daringly tread in the same steps.

The prophet, willing to reform his country, says, Offer unto God thanksgivings; worship him with all your heart, not merely with your gifts. Call upon him in the day of trouble, then he will deliver you from the sword, as by Gideon, Samuel, David, and others. So he will deliver the christian in all his trials and afflictions; but we must leave him to choose the time, and the way of our deliverance. Very often he delivers the godly out of the miseries of this sinful world.

But the prophet, most indignant with the corrupters of his country, gives a terrible stroke at the scribes and pharisees, the dignitaries of that age. But unto the wicked, God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes; or that thou takest my covenant into thy mouth; for they hated instruction. If the pious poor dared to intimate their duty, their pride resented it; and when Christ and his apostles delivered their souls of them, they persecuted them to death. They were corrupt on the bench of justice, and took bribes to exempt thieves from punishment; at adultery they made a secret sneer; and habituated to crime, they thought God was like themselves. The prophet exhorts them to consider their forgetfulness of God; for he knew that God would not long keep silence, but would tear them to pieces in the day of his wrath. Hence also christian ministers should read, tremble, and be sanctified. Every wicked minister, says Jesus, is a thief and a robber; and even among the regenerate, whoever is overcome of any known sin, should weep before the Lord, and not presume to go into the sanctuary till he is in some sort again reconciled to God. Origen, in the time of persecution, having fallen by offering incense on the pagan altar, was of course excommunicated, and wept most bitterly for his sin. But one day in the church, when this psalm was read, on hearing these words, he wept so loud, and with grief so sincere, as to bring all the congregation into a flood of tears. His repentance is reckoned the most pathetic of any ancient writing. How holy, how jealous is the Lord! He will be sanctified in them that draw near to him. 

51 Psalm 51 

Verses 1-19
The title of this psalm, supported by the whole weight of rabbinical authority, and by the LXX, refers it to the repentance and recovery of David, “when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.” This application of the psalm has been disputed by some modern critics and commentators, chiefly because they think Psalms 51:4; Psalms 51:18-19, are not applicable to David’s complicated sin, and to the existing state of Jerusalem, whose walls were not then cast down. But this is a narrow view of the subject that overlooks the prophetic spirit which swelled the language and enlarged the sentiments of the psalmist. In his own sin David traced the workings of original corruption in all mankind, producing universal enmity and revolt against God. In his fall, the consequence of his sin, he traced the ruin of his people, who were all contaminated with the like corruption; and in his recovery he saw the building again of the walls of Jerusalem. There appears to be no more reason for referring the dates of this and a number of other psalms to the times of the Babylonish Captivity, merely because the psalmist, in the spirit of prophecy, associates himself with the captives, describes their circumstances and gives utterance to their griefs; than there would be to refer them to Christ and his apostles, because the psalmist saw HIS glory, and described his sufferings. With the exception of the three verses abovementioned, the whole psalm is most admirably adapted to the case and circumstances of David, as referred to in the title; and those who would disturb this application know of no other person, or case, to which it can apply.

Psalms 51:3. I acknowledge my transgression, which, alas, I had concealed, and covered with crimes worse than the sin itself.

Psalms 51:4. Against thee, thee only have I sinned. David, as king, was not accountable to man. His subjects had no authority to judge and punish his crimes; but he feared the judgment of God; and as He alone had power to punish, he regarded him as the only offended party. In this case the claims of others centered in the great Judge of all.

Psalms 51:7. Purge me with hyssop. A bunch of hyssop dipped in sacrificial blood was usually employed in sprinkling the unclean, and almost all things under the law were thus purified with blood. Leviticus 14:6. Numbers 19:18. The leaves of hyssop and other bitter herbs were also eaten with the paschal lamb, to indicate the bitterness of sin and its punishment. Thus David prays to be cleansed by the blood of sprinkling, and like the leper to be washed in the laver of renewing and regenerating grace.

Psalms 51:14. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness. Countless murders having of late years been committed in Ireland, we may note that the salvation of a murderer has great difficulties. The papist priest, who talks of absolution for this crime is a blasphemer, a destroyer of men’s souls. The pardons that men bestow are ecclesiastical only, and avail no farther than to restore a penitent to the peace of the church. At the same time no one should despair of final mercy. Though the assassin had no mercy on his victim; though he allowed him no time for repentance; though he cannot ask his pardon now, yet who would limit the Holy One? David had a troubled conscience for Uriah’s blood to the end of life. According to Josephus, he thought the bloody ghost of this valiant officer attended him. Herod felt the same, when he said, on hearing of Jesus, This is John the Baptist, whom I beheaded: he is risen from the dead.

Psalms 51:18. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion, where the ark of God now lodged. Build thou the walls of Jerusalem, where David was carrying on great works of enlargement, and raising fortifications.

REFLECTIONS.
The tragic history of David’s fall and the admirable fruits of his repentance, have been already considered. 2 Samuel 12. We are here called to trace the piercing sentiments of his inward grief. He was enjoying his palace in health and peace. Bathsheba had just brought forth a son, which seemed to promise him happiness and joy, and Israel a king, though the fruit of guilt. But Nathan entered with a sorrowful countenance, and having excited the indignation of the king by the parable of the ewe-lamb, pierced him with the sword of the Spirit—Thou art the man. The psalm before us is a sublime copy of grief, and of anguish in the extreme. The royal penitent’s first appeal was to mercy; yea, to the multitude of mercies for the erasure of all his sins. Sacrifices and burnt-offerings he did not dare to name; they were too cheap to procure a pardon of that extent; nor had the law appointed any sacrifice but death for crimes so enormous. Then loathing himself because of the depths and complicated nature of his defilement, he implored a thorough washing in the laver of mercy. In seeking this forgiving and sanctifying grace, he named no extenuating circumstance, but acknowledged his transgression. The whole of his ingratitude, of his impetuous passion which he had cherished, instead of suppressing, and all the consequent artifice and crimes to cover his sin; all these were ever before his eyes, for his repentance was lasting as life. In all his future afflictions and troubles this sin came foremost to his mind. Be instructed then, oh my soul, and touch not, taste not, the unclean thing. Lend neither ear nor eye to an evil propensity.

David, instead of extenuating, painted his crime in the deepest tints of crimson and scarlet. Against thee, and thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight. The ruin and destruction of Uriah, the wounds inflicted on the church, and the occasion given to the infidels to blaspheme, are nothing when compared with what I have done in despising thy mercy, daring thy justice, and trampling on thy law. Such is the language of true repentance: and if the wicked were but impressed with these sentiments, their repentance would terminate in genuine conversion. The prodigal comparatively would forget the greatness of his crimes against his parents, being wholly absorbed in that weightier thought, “I have sinned against heaven.”

David, to perfect the knowledge of his sin, traced it back to its source. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity. His birth had all the marks of outward purity and honour which can adorn human nature. His parents were irreproachable, and many of his ancestors were distinguished by heroic acts of faith and virtue; he therefore here speaks only of original sin, then an article of universal belief. This sin is our birth-fault, it is the law in the members, the source of every sin. It is the sin which depraved Adam’s nature, of whose substance we are all conceived. Our will was in his will, and our consent was in his consent. It is the sin which has occasioned death to reign over all; yea over infants, who in a peculiar sense have not sinned after the likeness of Adam’s transgression.

David farther heightened his sin by a striking contrast with the purity of God. He had said, Behold, I was shapen in iniquity. He now says, Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts; but my sin is all gross wickedness, dissimulation, and hypocrisy.

He therefore prays for purity: Purge me with hyssop, with the blood of the covenant, and the bitters of paternal correction. I loathe my foul leprosy, which shuts me out from thee, and thy people. He also entreated the Lord to show him mercy from his peculiar misery and distress. He laid prostrate as a criminal with broken bones; he was overwhelmed with grief and gloom, and entreated for joy and gladness. Hence by a fine sentiment he besought the Lord to hide his face from the singularly provoking circumstances of his crime, while as a father, more willing to cover than expose the follies of a penitent child, he blotted out the enormous debt of all his sins.

But a plenary pardon was only half his request. He solicited purity, and purity without a stain. Create in me a clean heart, oh God, and renew in me a right spirit, a constant, or a faithful mind. Thus pardon and purity, justification and sanctification, are to be asked at once, being everywhere joined in the grand promises of the new covenant. It is a small glory for a man to boast that his body and his character are free from gross sins, while his mind secretly feasts on impurity. We must pray that sin may not merely be cropped, but wholly eradicated, and the whole man, body, soul, and spirit preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the constant application of the Redeemer’s merits to keep us clean, are the surest preservatives from future sins.

As he valued purity above all price, so he deprecated being forsaken above all evils. Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. How much this state is to be dreaded, will appear from twenty passages in the sacred writings. Genesis 4:16. 2 Kings 24:20. Jeremiah 7:15; Jeremiah 52:3. John 15:2.

Long and painfully wearied with grief, he asked next the joy of God’s salvation, and the wonted influx of his free and noble spirit of adoption, that he might once more teach transgressors his way. This cannot be understood of temporal joy, as we too often understand the psalms; for David was now in no temporal trouble. It was a joy flowing purely from the light of God’s countenance, and the comforts of his grace.

But as though he had asked far too much, and prayed in language too assuming for so great a sinner, his abased mind returned again to his grief, and his tears flowed anew. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, oh God. Thus he brings again to the Lord, who despised hecatombs of burnt-offerings, the pleasing sacrifices of a broken spirit and a contrite heart. And as though his sin had infected the whole land, and obstructed, as in Achan’s case, the course of Zion’s blessings, he besought the Lord to bless his people; and graciously to accept their daily burnt-offerings presented on his altar.

These are David’s sentiments after his sin; this is the washing and healing of his deep wounds; this is the way in which he rose to virtue after vice, and glory after crimes. He married the insulted woman, and repaired his fault to the utmost of his power. May the christian learn to keep free from crimes; and may the wicked who imitate him in sin, imitate him in repentance, and in all its genuine fruits. Forget not, oh base backslider, this most instructive portrait of a sinner’s return to God. 

52 Psalm 52 

Verses 1-9
The title of this psalm is not disputed. It relates to the treachery of Doeg. See the history, 1 Samuel 21:1-7; 1 Samuel 22:9-23.

Psalms 52:1. Why boastest thou, oh Doeg, of thy superior loyalty to Saul, at the expense of a thousand innocent lives slaughtered in Nob. He arrayed his perfidy in the garb of virtuous patriotism.—Oh mighty man, captain of Saul’s shepherds, a captain in the army of Saul. If Doeg had thought it his duty to tell Saul of David’s calling at Nob, and no man with him, why had he not done it sooner? Why did he do it at so ill a time, and not tell the story as it was? Why did he now on the spot slay eighty five priests, when an officer of higher rank durst not do it?

Psalms 52:5. God shall likewise destroy thee for ever. This curse must be regarded as a just sentence of heaven, that this wicked man should lose his rank, his riches, his lands, and his house be desecrated for ever.

Psalms 52:8. I am like a green olive tree, a fruit-tree bearing olives, and verdant all the year, while the roots of Doeg wither, and are not found.—For reflections on this sad case, see 1 Samuel 21. 22. They teach the righteous to fear God’s justice, and expect the punishment of the wicked. The fall of the priests was soon followed by the fall of Doeg and his house. 

53 Psalm 53 

Verses 1-6
This psalm, the same as the fourteenth, is repeated here, and was sung in plaintive strains when Sennacherib invaded Judea, as is affirmed by Origen, Theodoret, and others.

Psalms 53:1. The fool, the brutish, the sottish man, who sets up his judgment and pleasure above all law, and all religion. The being of a God is the foundation of all worship and obedience. Assuredly there is a Creator, a judge, a ruler of the whole earth.

Psalms 53:4. Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? We must catechise and instruct the rising age, or the people will perish for lack of knowledge.—They eat up my people as they eat bread. The Chaldean army devoured the land, which is here called eating and devouring the people, who in another place are said to be devoured by the sword.

Psalms 53:6. Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion. The Vulgate more exactly renders the Hebrew, Quis dabit ex Zion salutare Israel? Who will give out of Zion One to save Israel? The glory or shekinah dwelt in Zion, and Messiah arose of David’s line. Therefore this prayer is addressed to the Messiah in time of trouble, and in unison with all prayers of a like nature. “Thou that dwellest between the cherubims shine forth.” Psalms 80:1. Other prophets have used the same language. “Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people.—Oh the Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble.” Habakkuk 3:13. Jeremiah 14:8. To this refuge we must always run in the evil day. See the answer to those prayers in 2 Chronicles 32:21. See also on Psalms 14. 

54 Psalm 54 

Verses 1-7
Psalms 54:1. By thy name. See note on Proverbs 18:10.

Psalms 54:7. Mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies. The words, his desire, are not in the Hebrew. David says merely that his enemies came within sight, to show how imminent was his danger.

REFLECTIONS.
When the Ziphites, as 1 Samuel 23., strangers to David, denied him hospitality, and stirred up Saul the second time to come against him, he had, as at all times, recourse to God in prayer, and trusted not his bow and shield.

He thanks the Lord for being delivered at this time, by the unexpected invasion of the Philistines. Behold, the Lord is my helper, being with those that upheld him. The enemies, without intending it, often do great services to the church.

From this deliverance, David augurs future evils to his enemies, and prays that God would cut them off and scatter them. These, being prayers on the field of battle, are not to be understood in a worse sense than usual prayers for victory.

We are reminded of paying our vows to the Lord. I will offer sacrifices liberally, for the Lord hath delivered me at a critical time, when my eyes saw my enemies. How opportune and striking was this deliverance. When Saul was about to fall on David, a messenger, covered with sweat and dust, cried, Saul, Saul, the Philistines have invaded the land! See on 1 Samuel 23. 

David, says the Chaldaic, wrote this ode partly while Absalom’s revolt suddenly surprised him, and partly after the storm had subsided.

55 Psalm 55 

Verses 1-23
Psalms 55:6. Oh that I had wings like a dove, to outfly the hawks which seek my life. The Latin reads, Who will give me wings like a dove? But the English is preferable, as uttering the heart before the Lord.

Psalms 55:13. But it was thou. The Chaldaic reads, “But thou, Ahithophel.”

Psalms 55:15. Let death, seize upon them. These are the usual prayers before a battle. They were just prayers, such as God answered in the wood of Ephraim, where the rebels were forced over a precipice, as stated in 2 Samuel 18:6-8.

Psalms 55:16-18. The Lord shall save me. Jerome reads, “from the battle that was fought against me; for there were many against me.”

Psalms 55:23. The pit of destruction. The Chaldee, The abyss of gehenna, which is a punishment beyond the grave.

REFLECTIONS.
We have here another psalm of grief and deep distress. It was written after David had fled from his capital, to avoid Absalom and the rebels. It is very useful to men under calumny and reproach, and cannot but remind us of what Christ suffered in the garden, and from the Jews.

We here see what was the conduct of those who originated this rebellion. While Absalom was conciliating popularity by degrading condescensions, those initiated into his plot were degrading the king throughout the city, by false and shameful imputations of wickedness; for rebellion unfolds the depravity of man on a full scale. It paints sometimes the grandeur, but oftener the enormity of his passions; and exhibits him as capable of perpetrating crimes, at which in a cooler moment every feeling of his soul would revolt.

When David was apprized of the nature and extent of the plot; indignation at the perfidy, horror at the crimes, and the terrors of the carnage seized his soul. He sighed not for the throne; he was weary of royalty; but he envied the happy liberty of the dove, who in a moment of danger, stretches her wings to a peaceful retreat. So Jeremiah, unsuccessful in his ministry in the like evil age, sighed for a shepherd’s hut, or even a tent in the desert among wayfaring men, that he might weep for their wickedness. So also the good man, long assailed with calamities and pains, sighs for a retreat at his master’s feet; and by and bye, his master will grant his utmost wish. He shall gain the peaceful shore, and smile to leave the raging floods behind.

David at first, having no adequate help in man, nor knowing whom to trust, sought his help in God. He prayed the Lord to destroy the slander of their tongues, and to divide their counsel. This the Lord did when Absalom’s officers preferred Hushai’s counsel before Ahithophel’s. No man succeeds as candidate for a throne but he who has first received his commission from above, and no prince falls but he whom the Lord forsakes.

The horror with which David viewed Ahithophel’s treason and hypocrisy is next finely painted. This man, consummate in address, and famed as an oracle of wisdom, had so far ingratiated himself with the king as to fill the first place in his council. David had made this man his equal and friend; he had imparted to him every secret, and allowed him to dictate in all the affairs of state. This man, to complete his ascendancy over the royal mind, had affected also to be religious. He daily walked with his master to the house of God; he talked delightfully on religious subjects, and the affairs of salvation. Thus while he flattered his sovereign, and seemed a saint of the first class, he was secretly plotting his destruction. What then must have been David’s indignation when he learned that this saint had joined Absalom; that this saint had advised the prince to dishonour his father’s bed? Well might he exclaim, Let death seize them; let them go down, like Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, alive into hell. But when David in this manner pours maledictions on his foes, we should remember that he had a right to speak as a prophet and a judge; and that his sentence or prediction was in a few days most awfully executed against them, as has already been explained. But we are not to rejoice in the destruction of those that hate us, nor indulge in a spirit of malevolence. Job 31:29.

We are farther told that bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days. As a candle in a calm place burns out its full time, but sweals away in a draft; so human life is shortened by intemperance, and the wicked destroy one another by contention and war. This more fully evinces that when David thus sentenced the rebels, he did it by the Holy Spirit. See Psalm 35. 59. 69. 

56 Psalm 56 

Verses 1-13
The title of this psalm, which relates to the manner of singing and playing, is upon the remote and silent dove. To which michtam is added, the golden ode of David. In the LXX, the title of this and the three following psalms are the same, as to the air or the manner of singing. David, as was the ancient custom of the bards, made a psalm on every special occasion of escape from danger, or when he was favoured with enlargement of heart. He composed this after changing his behaviour before Achish king of Gath. 1 Samuel 21.

Psalms 56:1. Be merciful unto me, oh God, for man would swallow me up. The Philistines gathered round about him; and though protected by Achish, yet the kindred of Goliath, and of those slain in wars, were urgent that David’s life should go as an atoning sacrifice to the manes of their slaughtered relatives. Their words were very strong: “He hath slain his tens of thousands,” and their looks were fierce as though they would devour him.

Psalms 56:4. In God I will praise his word. It should read, as in Dr. Lightfoot, “Through the Lord will I praise with speech,” or words. Probably he had lost his speech through fear, when he changed his behaviour before Achish.

Psalms 56:8. Put my tears into thy bottle. The ancients in the east had lachryals, urnæ lachrymales, into which they shed their tears on the death of relatives. I once saw an Egyptian lachryal. It stood about eight inches high, and would contain one sixth part of a pint; in figure it resembled a tall urn with a narrow neck, but the mouth displayed itself to receive the tears. The handle was tall to receive the fingers. It was beautifully made of black composition, which usually consists of nine parts common clay, and one part oxides of iron, passed through a lawn, and tempered in the heat of the sun.

Psalms 56:12. Thy vows are upon me. After a vow, the devoted thing is not ours, but the Lord’s. David, by the next verse, seems to refer to some vow he had made in the years of his exile.

Psalms 56:13. Thou hast delivered my soul from death, by inclining Achish to disregard the demands of the Philistines for my life; and my feet from falling, as the Chaldaic reads, by worshipping the idols of Gath. 

REFLECTIONS.
Truly God delivers his saints who cry in the day of trouble; his eye is over them, and his mighty angels cover them with a shield. Then let us doubt and distrust no more. Surely it was David’s God that saved his soul from death, and bottled up all his tears. He who honours God with confidence, shall realize the fidelity of him in whom he trusts.

We learn also the high duty of paying our vows to God, whether made in distress at sea, in tumult and war, or in time of straits and sickness. But the vows most pleasing to him are those of piety, love, and obedience. To obey is better than sacrifice. A life preserved, and redeemed a thousand times from death, demands the unceasing oblation of prayer and praise. 

57 Psalm 57 

Verses 1-11

This was anciently called the golden psalm, for it is the touchstone of illustration with regard to the cares of providence. While David was in the cave of Adullam, in the wilderness of Engedi, hiding from Saul, behold, Saul, leaving his adjacent army, entered the cave to cover his feet, and perceived not that David and his men were in the interior. See 1 Samuel 24.

The title, Al-taschith, “destroy not,” refers to the charge of David to his men not to kill Saul, which they were eager to do; but others turn it to a prayer, Oh Lord, do not suffer Saul to kill me. Michtam signifies a golden ornament, from which we gather that this and other psalms, where the word occurs, were called golden psalms. The like appellation is given to the golden verses of Pythagoras.

REFLECTIONS.
David, being suddenly hurled from his elevation as a prince in Israel, and a general in the army, carried his anguish to the bosom of a heavenly parent. He repeats his cry for the divine mercy, because from men he expected none. Here is the deepest anguish, and the most elevated confidence united, for he trusted his safety to the shadow of his wings who dwells on the mercyseat.

He was sensible of his situation, that he was among lions, wild beasts that would swallow him up; that their teeth were spears and arrows, and their tongues a sharp sword. But as danger rose, confidence encreased. He saw a God above the heavens, and his glory above the earth; a God of counsel and of power, that could frustrate and defeat all the cruel and bloody complots of his foes.

David regarded his enemies as falling victims to their own schemes; as falling into pits dug in narrow places for taking lions and beasts of prey, and as into nets spread for birds and smaller beasts. So the Lord would lead them into the snares which they had set for their neighbour’s life. This confidence was realized on a broad scale when David’s foes fell successively in future wars. David, after prayer, feeling and knowing that his prayer was heard, began to praise God, as though all the work were accomplished. Awake up my glory, awake psaltery and harp, I myself will awake right early. Those words are equivalent to a declaration that David had evening and morning worship in his camp, and that he took the lead in those services. In all these effusions of his soul, he is a just and chaste model for christians to follow. 

58 Psalm 58 

Verses 1-11
Psalms 58:4. The deaf adder, which stops her ears by putting one ear to the ground, and forcing her tail into the other. Very many of the ancient Greek and Latin writers mention the practice of certain singers and musicians who could so charm a serpent as to draw him from his retreat. Plin. 8:16. They could also drive him away with affright. They could stop him in his flight, compose his fury, and stupify him to slumber. Tibullus, Elag. 9. They boasted of a power so to expel the poison, that the bite of the serpent should not hurt. Isiodor. Originum Psalms 9:2.—Vide Synop. Poli. I have read in a paper of the United States, that a man by his violin so charmed a rattlesnake before a company of people, as to draw from it signs of delight in the music. Virgil states that the serpent frozen in the field could be thus roused by the arts of the charmer.

Frigidus in pratis cantando rumpitur anguis. ECLOG. 8:71.
Psalms 58:8. As the snail which melteth. The LXX read, as the wax melteth, so let every one of them melt away.

Psalms 58:10. Wash his feet in blood. This alludes to horrible scenes on the field of battle when the contest has been severe, and the slain lie in heaps.—God has generally, and always in the issue, showed favour to princes who sought him with true and unfeigned repentance.

REFLECTIONS.
The psalmist laments here the great wickedness of the court, the judges and rulers of the land. They weighed; that is, they premeditated the violence of their hands and decisions in the earth; they pleaded one wicked precedent to justify another. When magistrates indulge in malpractices, the floodgates of vice are thrown open to the people, David, as in Psalms 51:5, traces up these corruptions to their source of original sin; the wicked are estranged from the womb; and by consequence there is no remedy but a new heart and a right spirit. Their malicious, their bold and daring speeches infuse a mortal poison deep into the heart, like the serpent’s venom from the hollow of his fangs. They become obdurate and scornful; they will not hear the voice of the charmer. Ezekiel, a man of incomparable eloquence, was to the elders as one that sung a pleasant song; but they would not obey. Our Saviour spake as never man spake, yet the rulers shut their eyes, and stopped their ears. Stephen’s face shone like an angel’s, yet the rulers murdered him. St. Paul made Felix tremble, yet the deep roots of covetousness remained in his heart. Oh what shall the issues be!

The issues shall be in ages to come as in ages past. The thorns shall burn them, the whirlwind shall carry them away, the fields of battle shall swim with their gore, and hell shall receive its prey. Then shall men say, verily there is a reward for the righteous. 

59 Psalm 59 

Verses 1-17
Psalms 59:6. They make a noise like a dog. Mr. Jowett, in his christian researches, states, that many dogs in eastern towns have no owners; that they lie in the shade during the heat of the day, and towards evening go about the town half perished with hunger, seeking what meat they can procure. This similé is therefore a fine figure to designate the restless and grovelling temper and habit of unregenerate men.

Psalms 59:11. Slay them not, lest my people forget. Those men were David’s friends while in favour, but now they are his worst foes. Therefore, in the goodness of his heart, he prays for a protracted state of correction, as was the case during the remaining six years of Saul’s reign, that the people might keep their eye on men unstable as water. So is the gloss of the Chaldee paraphrast. 

This psalm bears the appellation of Michtam, being another golden psalm of David, when he fought with Aram-Naharaim, and with Aram-Zobah. 2 Samuel 8:3; 2 Samuel 8:13. The LXX have here a long title concerning the expedition of David in Mesopotamian Syria, and into the country of Zobah, called Aram in the Hebrew. It would seem that the southern provinces took advantage of David’s absence to revolt; on which account David begins the psalm interrogatively. Tadmor, called Palmyra, now fell under David’s power.

60 Psalm 60 

Verses 1-12
Psalms 60:1. Oh God thou hast cast us off; or interrogatively, Why hast thou cast us off? At this juncture all the surrounding nations, named here, in the eighty third psalm, and in 2 Samuel 8., seem at once to rise up against David, being alarmed at his military fame and prosperity.

Psalms 60:2. Thou hast made the earth to tremble, hast shaken all the surrounding nations that entered into a league against thy people; a figure of ancient speech designating the convulsions of war.

Psalms 60:3. Thou hast made us to drink the wine of astonishment. From this phrase, and from the opening of the psalm, it would appear that the rebels had obtained the first victory, See on 2 Samuel 8.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm was evidently composed when David was almost surrounded with new wars, and when he knew not what the issues would be. These wars were the more painful, as he was then thinking of building a temple for the Lord. He prays God not to cast off Israel, by the breach which Edom had occasioned, for they had here, it would seem, a vast army to support them.

David, after pouring out his soul in great humility, discovers great faith in God, who had given him a banner or standard, well supported by men. Ephraim mustered strong about it, and were the strength of his head. Judah filled the benches of justice; for thrones of justice were placed for David’s relatives in the temple. Psalms 122:5. Therefore, after the figurative language of his age, he says that he would wash his feet in the pots of Moab, and cast his shoe over Edom, which implied their reduction to a menial condition. 2 Samuel 8:2. Philistia was elevated with joy at the breaking out of the war with Edom, and he ironically bids her enjoy the triumph, which should be of short duration; for God would bring him into Bozrah, the strong city and the capital of his enemies, which was situate on a rock, Obadiah 1:3, and he would mete out their country with a line.—So the believer shall have the victory over all his inward corruptions, and the church over all her outward foes. 

61 Psalm 61 

Verses 1-8
Title. A psalm of David, written during his northern expedition, as it would seem from the second verse.

Psalms 61:2. From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee; that is, from the north-east extremity of the country, where he was then fighting with Shobah, and in Mesopotamia, as in the preseding psalm. He was far from his country, from his throne, and the sanctuary.—Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. The MESSIAH: so the ancients have understood the words. A fortified place is too low a sense. See Psalms 62:2.

Psalms 61:6-7. Thou wilt prolong the king’s life:— He shall abide before God for ever. The Hebrew word עלם ôlam, when applied to God or his perfections, denotes everlasting existence; but when applied to men, it is equivalent to an age, or to long life. David, though in exile, calls himself the king, as in Psalms 63:11; he abates nothing of the promise made at his consecration. But the words are too strong to apply to David; they undoubtedly relate to the Messiah, whose throne is for ever and ever. So all the christian fathers have understood this psalm. 

62 Psalm 62 

Verses 1-12
This psalm is inscribed to Jeduthun, leader of a choral band in the temple. 1 Chronicles 6:41. Both this and Psalms 63., have been understood as composed in the wilderness, though some would refer this to the rebellion of Absalom, because Psalms 62:3-4 seem to indicate a conspiracy.

Psalms 62:2; Psalms 62:6. He only is my rock. Princes trusted in armies and fortresses, David only in the Lord. Therefore his confidence was like the rock on which he reposed.

Psalms 62:9. Men of low degree—and men of high degree. Hebrews Adam, a common man; and Ish, a prince. See on Psalms 1:1.

REFLECTIONS.
How happy is a man in covenant with God. In the time of trouble he has a glorious rock, a high throne for a sanctuary; an arm of defence for his salvation.

Flying to this refuge, he can laugh at the feeble malice of all his foes, and augur their destruction. They are like a bended and tottering wall, while the Lord is the strong tower of the faithful.

The upright man does not trust in men, for they will always consult their interest or their ease: they are vanity in their nature, and deceitful in their character.

The wicked must be warned, not to trust in wealth acquired by robbery, or booty in war, and think to establish their houses in preferment and honour. God has spoken once, yea twice, that power belongs to him, and he will render to men according to their works. Wealth acquired by war is apt to corrode and vanish away. 

63 Psalm 63 

Verses 1-11
Psalms 63:4. I will lift up my hands in thy name. This was swearing fidelity to the Lord. The heathens did the same to their idols; they kissed their hand, or they stretched it out. Job 31:27. Psalms 44:20. David’s generals did the same, when they swore fidelity to Solomon. 1 Chronicles 29:24. An Indian writer, cited by our missionaries, speaks to the same effect; “An idol is not Brumha [God] therefore lift not up your hand to it.” Virgil refers to the same custom among the gentiles.

Oremus pacem, et dextras tendamus inermes. ÆNEID, 11:414.
“Let us ask for peace, and extend our right hands unarmed.”
Psalms 63:9. The lower parts of the earth; that is, to hell, for graves they had none. See on Job 26:5.

Psalms 63:11. But the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped. How was that accomplished? When Saul came out against David with three thousand of his guards, David marked the place where he lay, and in the dead of night he and the swift-footed Abishai went over to the camp, and found Saul and all around him in profound repose. David restrained Abishai from slaying the Lord’s anointed, but brought away Saul’s spear, and the cruse of water. In the morning David enjoyed a full triumph of generalship over Abner. He cried from the adjacent hill, Oh Abner, Abner; answerest thou not, Abner? Thou art worthy to die, for thou hast not kept the head of my lord the king. Abner made no defence. But Saul found a tongue. Is this thy voice my son David? Thou art more righteous than I. If a man find his enemy will he let him go again? Oh, yesterday it was rebel David, traitor David; to-day, it is my son! The battle was now over. Saul had not only lost his spear, but the whole camp was disarmed. No man in future durst say that David was forming treasons against the life of Saul, or conspiracies against his country.—These, christian, these are the weapons by which thou also shalt subdue all thy foes; for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God. 

REFLECTIONS.
We have here a psalm of piety, of piety in exile, and labouring under the greatest privations. This ancient piety is founded on confidence: “Oh God, thou art my God, early will I seek thee.” My opening eves shall be an offering to the Lord. In the morning thou shalt hear my voice.

Piety is supreme in its breathings after God. My soul thirsteth for thee; my flesh longeth for thee, in a dry land where no water is. The commandment is justly founded, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart. All earthly good, yea the crown itself is not to be named in comparison of God. Oh how the royal exile desired once more to tread the hallowed courts, to see the altars smoke with victims, to see the faces of the devout men, to hear the law read, and the prophets preach. There is a glory in devotion far surpassing all human delights.

There is also a blessed reality in religion: because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee, in the sublime of discourse and song. How strange is this language to the ears of worldly men. What, better than life! Yea, and the language is not solitary. There is a joy which surpasses the joy of those whose corn and wine are increased, and which fills the soul with the most seraphic delight, a joy unspeakable and full of glory.

The enjoyments of religion leave the world very far behind. Who among the votaries of pleasure is satisfied with the delights of the senses, and the gratification of the passions? How soon is the epicure satiated at the feast, the ear with music, and pride mortified that my friend was noticed, and I overlooked. Who among the rich and the great is satisfied with wealth and honour? Will feeding a fire extinguish it? Divine enjoyment bears away the palm, it reposes the soul on the bosom of its God.

But mark well, all these consolations are connected with the diligent use of means. The mind of the royal exile was thus favoured, while he meditated on the statutes of the Lord in the night watches; while he followed hard after God, and praised him with joyful hymns. Oh my soul, follow thou him in this safe, this ancient road.

To crown all, piety in trouble sees deliverance by faith, before that deliverance can actually come. It sees its enemies fall, as David’s foes on mount Gilboa; it sees confusion cover persecutors, and all liars clothed with shame. Oh my soul, rally thou around the banners of thy Saviour and king, swear to the Lord, and glory in the wings of his defence. 

64 Psalm 64 

Verses 1-10

REFLECTIONS.—This psalm describes at large the plots and insinuations of David’s enemies for his destruction. They took secret counsel against him, and he cried and prayed, on the contrary, that God would hide and shelter him in his secret pavilion, a retreat the wicked cannot approach. There he saw the divine protector prepare his pointed arrows against them. He saw the Lord not only preparing his arrows, but shooting them with sure aim on the mountains of Gilboa. So is the law;—”It shall be done to him as he thought to do to his neighbour.”

As the prophets kept their eye on the Messiah, and ultimately referred their joys and sorrows to him, we may here be reminded of our Saviour’s sufferings, and of the persecution of the church from the same wicked world. And as the psalm concludes with gladness and glory, so shall the contest conclude, which Christ and his saints have with their enemies. 

This psalm is supposed to have been written by David when a year of great plenty had followed a time of drought and scarcity. The ascription of it to Jeremiah and Ezekiel, in some ancient copies, is not worthy of notice. It exhibits the true sublime of Hebrew poësy.

65 Psalm 65 

Verses 1-13
Psalms 65:2. To thee shall all flesh come. The gentile nations, in the uttermost parts of the earth, as in Psalms 65:5; Psalms 65:8. Psalms 22:27; Psalms 66:1-4.

Psalms 65:3. Iniquities prevail against me. Hebrews the words [and devices] of iniquity are strong against me; that is, the lies and slanders of wicked men.—As for our transgressions, the sins we have really committed, thou shalt purge them away by the blood of atonement. Hebrews 9:14.

Psalms 65:9. Thou visitest the earth and waterest it. In this climate, we have western gales and frequent rains; but in Syria they had little more than the former and the latter rain, which suggested the idea of a welcome and refreshing visit from God.—The river of God. The river of thy pleasure: Psalms 36:8. The river that makes glad the city of God: Psalms 46:4. The Gihon which watered Jerusalem, or the brook Kidron which washed the east of the city, or Jordan in the midst of the land. These, abounding with water from numerous springs, irrigated the country, and made it abundantly fruitful.

Psalms 65:11. Thou crownest the year with thy goodness. In luxuriant and golden harvests, and with the rich clusters of the mantling vine; yea, with all the plenteous stores of food for man and beast.—Thy paths. Hebrews thy orbits, all the circling seasons of the year, as ruled by the courses of the heavenly bodies.

REFLECTIONS.
Leaving the troubles which afflicted the prophet in the three preseding psalms, we now enter into a region of smiling aspect and grateful piety. God is here addressed as the father and king of the whole humankind, who though filling the highest circles of the heavens, yet fixes the special tokens of his presence with man in his sanctuary. Hence all flesh, the whole gentile world, shall come to him, and be converted by the power of the gospel. Psalms 22:27. The church, full of gratitude for the past, and confidence for the future, waited upon God with anthems of praise, and the payment of every vow.

This confidence David farther expressed by admitting the wicked situation of the country, when he came to the throne: but he was assured that God would purge the iniquity of the land, and reform the people. So it was; and so the Lord also wrought among the believing gentiles.

We have the blessedness of the man whom the Lord calls and chooses to approach him, whether he be a prince, a prophet, a priest, or a humble cottager. His soul shall be satisfied with goodness, with the fatness of God’s house. His mind shall delight itself in contemplating the divine perfections, and his heart shall burn like the altar with all the fragrance of love. Pleasures ineffable, pleasures of paradise shall open on his soul. He is blessed above all that the earth can boast, for God alone is the object of all his praise, and of all his love. He is blessed, for the God he adores will come and dwell with him, will defend him by his power, and sustain him by his grace. He is blessed; for approaching God in the beauty of his holiness, he is made to resemble him in holiness and in purity. Beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the same image: approaching him constitutes the highest happiness of angels, and they are not able to utter all the blessedness of his presence.

David was farther confident that God would answer prayer, because he poured all the temporal blessings of the covenant upon the country. He fixed the mountains, limited the tides, calmed the seas, and silenced the noisy tumults of the nations against his church. He sent them fruitful seasons. The Jordan enriched the valleys by annual inundations. The clouds kissed the hills, and made them verdant; the latter rain watered the ridges of the corn. Now, our Saviour says, if God so clothe the grass, how much more will he clothe you! Truly then, praise waiteth on Israel’s God: as the husbandman shouteth home his copious harvest, so the church exults in expectation of seeing accomplished all the glory of which the holy prophets spake since the world began. 

66 Psalm 66 

Verses 1-20
This in the Greek is called a psalm of the resurrection, no doubt because God had in David’s time revived the nation. The application to the captivity is unsupported by the language of joy. David here utters many sentiments like those in the fortieth psalm.

Psalms 66:13. I will pay thee my vows. Those which he had made before a battle, or in some great trouble. It was usual in war to make vows to the Lord.

Psalms 66:16. I will declare what he hath done for my soul. Good men among the Jews seem to have had meetings between the regular hours of public worship, when those that feared the Lord spake often one to another. Malachi 3:16. In the synagogue, good men improved the interval between the morning and the evening worship for social piety.

REFLECTIONS.
Grace conferred on a regenerate soul excites affections worthy of the gift. David had recently been delivered from some troubles, and his heart was kindled to a flame of devotion by the mercies of the Lord. Here by the eye of faith, looking solely at the promise and fruitfulness of God, he associates with his own, and the ancient deliverances of Israel, the ultimate conversion of the gentile world from the vanity of idols, and the bondage of corruption. Grateful therefore for the past, and confident for the future, he exclaims with a boldness peculiar to sacred song, Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands; literally, all the earth. Thus also St. Paul has applied the praises of the gentiles to their conversion. Romans 15:11.

To heighten the ardour of their song, he invites them to come and see the wonderful works of the Lord; for faith is more powerfully exerted when God is placed in open view. He has not only delivered my soul, but he has delivered his people. The sea opened wide as the wilderness; the flood of Jordan, when the river overflowed its banks, fled at his approach. So gentile nations, you also shall be delivered from bondage by the Messiah; you also shall pass the waters of baptism, and be sprinkled with atoning blood, and shall finally pass the Jordan of death into the promised rest of the people of God. Sing, gentiles, sing to the honour of his name: make his praise glorious. David offers praise for the mercies of God to Israel. God had proved them, and discovered their apostasy. Pagan princes had trampled on their country. They had, during the time of Saul and the Judges, passed through the fiery trial, and the deep waters of affliction. Therefore he would praise God, because the end of those afflictions marked how much he loved his people, in bringing them to repentance by severity, when milder measures had no effect. Hence, on a review of all those signal mercies, he would present a full assortment of burnt-offerings, and pay his vows with Israel unto the Lord.

While David was forming his sentiments into a psalm, his heart was so filled with heaven that he could not contain himself. Come and hear, all ye that fear God; and I will declare, or tell you, what he has done for my soul. So St. Paul in twenty places introduces his own experience, and with the utmost propriety. But he very modestly associates the saints with himself—

”The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirits. God hath anointed us, sealed us, and given the earnest of his Spirit in our hearts.” Now, when a minister, on some impressive occasions, can join his own experience with the truth delivered, it often produces a good effect on the hearer. And who can hold when the fire burns? Who can forbear to declare his righteousness in the great congregation? But this holy man was cautious to support his testimony with a spotless life. He would not regard iniquity in his heart, for in that case, God would not hear his prayers, and men would not receive his testimony. Secret sins corroding the heart, are as a worm at the root of the plant. Let us also learn to support our profession by purity of thought, and rectitude of conduct, as nothing is more revolting than to hear men talk of comfort whose lives are dissonant to their words. 

67 Psalm 67 

Verses 1-7
Title. In the LXX this is called a hymn, and is inscribed to David.

Psalms 67:6. God, the Elohim, even our own God, the Messiah, shall bless us; so the ancients interpret these words.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm opens with prayer, that God would be merciful to Israel, and bless them by a total reverse of their former afflictions and wars; for this song was uttered to the Lord while grateful sentiments of victory overflowed the soul of the prophet.

And while under those gracious influences, his soul expanded itself far, very far above the narrow spirit of his nation, to admit the fulness of the gentiles into the Messiah’s fold, as is noticed by St. Paul. Romans 8:19. Let thy saving health, ישׁועתח yeshuateca, thy salvation, be extended to all nations. Let their darkness be enlightened to know thy way, thy covenant to Israel, and the hope of the Redeemer promised to all the families of the earth.

The thrice repeated prayer, Let the people praise thee, oh God, shows the exuberance of his heart, that the nations might be glad, might join in songs, and in all the felicitous sentiments which inspired his soul.

He then augurs the superabundant glory of the Messiah’s reign, that the earth should be full of righteousness, full of people, saved from the devouring sword, and blessed with peace and bread. Then shall the earth bring forth its primitive increase, and God, even our own God, shall make the harvest last to the vintage, and the vintage to the seed-time: the seasons shall give each other the hand. The mountains shall drop down new wine, and the vallies flow with milk; and all the earth shall fear before him.—Oh Lord, hasten it in thy own time; and let us find that kingdom in our hearts; yea, let our faith realize it in the promises, as though it were already come. 

68 Psalm 68 

Verses 1-35
This psalm is the Carmen seculare of the Hebrews, and far surpasses the Te Deum of the christians. It has justly been eulogized in the whole succession of theological composition,. The song bursts at once upon us in the boldest effusions of the heart.

Psalms 68:1. Let God arise. This psalm was sung when David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with gladness, and therefore with great propriety it commences with the words used by Moses on a similar occasion. Numbers 10:35.

Psalms 68:4. By his name JAH. The self-existent God that judges for the widows, and shakes the earth, and rides on the wings of the wind. This name is repeated in Isaiah 12:2. See also Exodus 3:14.

Psalms 68:9. A plentiful rain. Not manna, as in the Latin critics, but rain and snow. To confirm, to revive the drooping verdure, and refresh thine heritage when it was exhausted, and parched in the midst of summer.

Psalms 68:11. The Lord gave the word, to Moses, whom he inspired to write martial odes, which the people sung; and good men published the law in the camp and in all the synagogues of the Hebrews. It was the same in the christian church. The Lord raised up a number of evangelical men, who imitated the apostles in their life and doctrine.

Psalms 68:13. Though ye have lien, and slept, among the pots and bricks in Egypt, God gave you the enamelled and variegated wings of a dove, to escape away from danger, clad in Egyptian robes, and decorated with jewels of gold and precious stones.

Psalms 68:14. White as snow in Salmon, when the Lord scattered before Joshua thirty one kings. The hill of Salmon is situate near the Jordan, in the tribe of Ephraim. Harmer mentions a Saracen army cut to pieces by a storm of hail, and sheets of ice. So now: the Almighty from Lebanon in the north, it would seem, brought a local scourge on the Canaanites, which not only destroyed the allied kings, but left a white carpet on this hill which watered the parched land. 

Psalms 68:18. Thou hast led captivity captive. See on Ephesians 4:8. Judges 5. When Sesostris king of Egypt had returned from his oriental expedition, and made his triumph at Memphis, his chariot was drawn by four captive kings. One of them kept his eye so constantly on the wheel, as to attract the notice of the conqueror. On being asked the reason, he replied, Sire, the rotations of the wheel console me in my present condition, for that part of the wheel which is now at the top is next in the dirt, and that part which is now in the dirt is next at the top. I am, sire, now in the dirt, but I may live to be at the top again. Sesostris soon restored the ingenious prince.

Psalms 68:31. Ethiopia, the land of Cush, shall soon stretch out her hands to embrace the gospel. Eusebius says that the noble Eunuch whom Philip baptized, planted a church in this country. It was then the first of gentile nations that received the truth. A copy of the scriptures was translated into this language; and small churches still subsist there, notwithstanding all the bloody cruelties of mahomedan conquests. But the text is also understood of the conversion of the gentiles, as in the next words: Sing unto God ye kingdoms of the earth.
REFLECTIONS.
This psalm has high claims to poetic merit, and not less so to our consideration, from the divine characters of grace which it describes. David here shows his reverence for revelation by beginning with the words of Moses, when the ark was removed from one station to another, during the sojourn in the wilderness. Numbers 10:35. The holy prophets who claim obedience to their words, were themselves obedient.

We are here taught to regard the Lord God as a man of war, as captain of Israel, and the leader of his ark. So he appeared to Joshua: consequently, the Jordan fled backward, the walls of Jericho prostrated, the kings of Canaan were discomfited at his presence, and slain with hailstones in their retreat. But there were exceptions of a most instructive kind. When the Israelites went up to the mountains without the Lord, they were slain, Numbers 10:40; and when they retreated from Ai, because of Achan’s sin; also when the ark was conducted by the sons of Eli. Learn then, oh my soul, to serve the Lord in holiness, or he will be more terrible to thee than to his open foes. But serve him with fidelity, and all thy foes shall vanish as the smoke. God so terrible to the incorrigible is unchangeable, as his name JAH implies; he is the orphan’s father, and the widow’s friend. Though he slew the murmurers in the desert, yet he placed their children in rich lots of land, and made them heads of great houses. His judgments often have mercy for their ultimate objects.

The first six verses being sung when the levites took up the ark, from the seventh to the fourteenth were sung as they began the march. Oh God, when thou wentest forth, Sinai itself was moved at thy presence. Christ in like manner shook the earth by the preaching of the gospel; and as a multitude of prophets sung the praises of Israel’s God, so a great number of apostles and apostolic men published the gospel beyond the extent of the Roman empire. And the Lord who raised up the Israelites from the potteries of Egypt to great wealth, raised up the christian church to inherit the earth, and be heirs of heaven.

God fought for the Israelites by great hailstones which fell from heaven. When the Almighty scattered kings, it was white in summer with snow or hail on the top of mount Salmon. The apostrophe to the hills is very fine. Why leap ye, ye high hills? Why leap ye against the rocky hills of Zion? It is not you, but this mountain which the Lord hath chosen. He has equalled it to Sinai. He ascended from Sinai with myriads, he has led captivity captive. The Egyptians who enslaved us lay dead at our feet. With the whole host of his cherubim he has alighted on Zion, after riding on the wings of the wind, and making darkness his pavilion, and flames of fire the banners of his host. God has made this place the seat of empire, and the sanctuary of all the earth. So Christ has led captive sin, Satan, and death, to whom we had been captives. He spoiled principalities on the cross, and made a show of them openly. The Lord Jesus also ascended up on high, and gave qualifications to men to be apostles, evangelists, and prophets; yea, he gave gifts to the rebellious gentiles also, that the Lord God might dwell among them for ever.

The Lord having made Zion the seat of his glory, the psalmist proceeds next, highly illumined with the Spirit, to speak of the glory of the latter day, when God should strike through the hairy scalp of his enemies. The barbarous custom of carrying scalps for a reward is undoubtedly of the earliest antiquity, though it here implies God’s striking the head of his enemies. Having vanquished all his foes, he shall then bring in the princes of Egypt. Ethiopia shall soon follow; and the Jews by Ethiopia meant all of Africa, except Lybia which is now called Tripoli, Tunis, and Barbary. Sing then to the Lord, ye kingdoms of the earth, ye shall soon become the kingdoms of our God, and of his Christ. Thus unto him gave all the prophets witness. 

69 Psalm 69 

Verses 1-36
The Chaldee paraphrase ascribes this psalm to David, and with great care regards it as highly prophetic of the Messiah. St. Paul therefore knew the high authority he had, in quoting it against the Jews. Romans 11:9. We never heard of this psalm being written in Babylon, till we heard of Arianism.

Psalms 69:5. Oh God, thou knowest my foolishness. Our version errs here by copying the Latin. All the first critics read the text subjunctively. Thou knowest whether the accusation of folly which is brought against me be true. So Beza in his Psalms. Claude likewise: “Tu connois si l’ accusation de folie donc ils me chargent est veritable.”

Psalms 69:8. I am become a stranger unto my brethren. When David fell under odium, his friends stood aloof; yea, his mother’s children were afraid, and slow to own him. It was the fear of Saul that first drove them to his camp. All this was true of Christ, in a much higher sense.

Psalms 69:12. They that sit in the gate, the chamber, but oftener the open area of justice, where the elders of the city sat to hear complaints. Among the cannaille, the dregs of the wicked, he was the drunkards’ song. A spirit of wicked joy seized them, when they heard that David was undone.

Psalms 69:21. They gave me gall—vinegar to drink; the usual potion to benumb the pains and tortures of a violent execution. Therefore David in his troubles saw in the Spirit the sufferings of Christ. John 19:28-29. Matthew 27:48.

Psalms 69:22. Let their table become a snare; yea, a trap to them. The Jews after our Saviour’s time, having rebelled against the Lord, rebelled also against the Romans. Under pretence of a great passover they attracted the young men from Galilee to Jerusalem, and involved them in their rebellion. Literally then did their table become a snare to them.

Psalms 69:25. Let their habitation be desolate. שׂירה tirah, Let their palaces, their castles, their mansions be desolate. This literally happened to David’s enemies, after the battle on Gilboa, and extensively so after the Romans burned Jerusalem. 

Psalms 69:27. Add iniquity to their iniquity; that is, add one affliction in close succession after another. Among the ancients afflictions and sins were words of similar import, as in Psalms 103:3.

Psalms 69:28. Let them be blotted out of the book of the living. The Jews were very exact in keeping genealogies of their families: to be blotted out, in the lowest sense, was to be cut off by temporal death. Among the Romans it was a species of outlawry, as in Exodus 32:32. But the Lord in his heavenly temple has a higher record. Let us not trouble our heads here about mysteries that belong to God alone, but pray that our name may be written in his book, and that we may have a copy of it in our own heart.

REFLECTIONS.
We here find David in the deep waters of persecution and trouble, and more copious in his grief than in any other psalm. As usual he looks forward, with his wounded soul and weeping eyes, to the Messiah. He became so absorbed in the spirit of faith and afflicted piety, as to describe his Lord’s sorrows more than his own. So the Saviour was pleased to weep in his tears, and grieve in his grief. Hence this psalm is six times cited in the new testament. The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. John 2:17. The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. Romans 15:2. Let their table be made a snare and a trap to them. Romans 11:9. Let his habitation be desolate. Acts 1:20. And the offering our Saviour vinegar and gall on the cross. Christ also sunk in the mire of Gethsemane; he was weary and exhausted with offering strong cries and tears to God; he was hated without a cause; he was a stranger to his brethren, for they believed not on him; the zeal of God’s house did eat him up, not only when he purified the temple, but by a life of doing good. In a word, the rulers who sat in the gate, slandered him by the foulest names, and would not scruple to make him their song in wine. How striking and impressive is this portrait of our Saviour’s anguish. How singularly was David led to enlarge on his own sorrows, that he might correctly describe the sufferings of his Lord.

In this psalm we have David’s fervent prayer; and the more to move the divine compassion, he paints the particulars of his grief, from the thirteenth to the twenty second verse, in new shades, and repeats his supplications by appeals, to the gracious character of God. Oh how sublime and fervent are the aspirations of his soul. Prayers so urged become impetuous, the suppliant becomes more meet for salvation, and mercy yields to the entreaties of distress. So the Saviour repeated his prayer in the garden, going forward about a stone-cast, while the disciples slept; so he was left alone, and his own arm brought salvation. So he tasted the gall, he died, he sunk into the pit, but the grave could not so shut her mouth as to retain him.

We have the sentence which David in the spirit of prophecy passed on his enemies. When reading the whole of Augustine’s City of God, I particularly remarked this passage—that David’s imprecations on his enemies are not spoken with a view to desire their destruction, but are a species of prophetic denunciations. We nowhere read that the Benjamites fell victims to their table; but we know that Judas received the sop at supper. What is still more remarkable, when the Jews had formed the plot to throw off the Roman yoke, they invited all the able young men to the passover that year, and instigated them to the rebellion, in which most of them perished. And when they would not see the light of our Saviour’s ministry and miracles, God in just retribution blinded their understanding, and hardened their hearts. He poured his indignation upon them, and made their habitations desolate: they wickedly expelled the christians from their city by persecution, and God expelled them with the sword. He added to them iniquity to iniquity, when he brought on that generation the blood of all the righteous, shed from Abel to Christ; and thus, as a nation, he blotted them out from the book of the living. Surely that man must be as blind as the Jews themselves, who does not see that David spake of sorrows and of judgments superior to his own.

We have the psalmist’s confidence and gratitude. He praised the Lord with a song of salvation; and praise of this kind was more acceptable than sacrifice, which was about to be abolished. Yea, he invites heaven and earth to praise the Lord; and the gentile world did praise him on their conversion, and a new song was sung by all the angels in heaven. Revelation 5:9. The Lord will preserve his Zion, and make her an eternal excellency. Thus we see here, as in Psalms 22., from sorrow he rises to joy, and launches forth by faith to speak of the Messiah’s kingdom and glory. Thus shall all our tears be turned to joy, and all our sighs to songs of praise. 

70 Psalm 70 

Verses 1-5

This psalm continues David’s supplications on the like occasion as above, which shows that we must repeat our prayers to God. It is taken almost verbatim from the fortieth psalm, and begins at the fifteenth verse. 

71 Psalm 71 

Verses 1-24
This psalm, though destitute of title, has passed down to us as composed by David, during the rebellion of Absalom. He uses the same words in his present troubles, as when Saul pursued him.

Psalms 71:4. Deliver me, oh my God, out of the hand of the wicked, the abandoned rebels: yea, out of the hands of the cruel Absalom, who murdered Amnon, his own brother, and now seeks to kill his father.

Psalms 71:7. I am a wonder to many. A shepherd raised to be a king; and marvellous in regard of past preservations, as in the two preseding verses.

Psalms 71:9. Cast me not off in—old age. The king was aged and greyheaded, Psalms 71:18, when Absalom rebelled; a fine argument, from one preserved as David had been. God will not cast off an aged saint; the good man shall enter into peace.

Psalms 71:16. I will make mention of thy righteousness; by singing of all thy past mercies, the profusion of goodness and love to me, and to all thy people; for thy righteousness is very high, reaching to the heavens.

Psalms 71:20. Thou which hast shewed me, led me through, great and sore troubles, wilt still lead me and bring me through these also.

Psalms 71:22. I will also praise thee with the psaltery—with the harp. These were both stringed instruments, and were used by prophets in acts of devotion, and cannot be forbidden in christian worship, provided they be so used as to assist, and not to overpower the voice of the people.

REFLECTIONS.
“We are taught gratefully to reflect on God’s goodness to us, and to go back in our thoughts to our formation and birth. It was God that took us out of the womb, and hath supported us ever since. Let us review the mercies and deliverances of our childhood and youth, especially the blessings of a good education, and our having been taught of God from our youth. Let us remember the way that the Lord hath led us, and observe how goodness and mercy have followed us all our days; that our praise may continually be of him, and that we may devote our lives to his honour and service. From an experience of God’s goodness and care, we should be engaged to trust him in every future scene of life. This is the use which David makes of his experience, even to repose his confidence in God. We know not what is before us, and may as little expect great and sore troubles as David did. It is good to think what may possibly happen, and habituate ourselves to recollect the goodness and faithfulness of God. Aged saints in particular should learn from this holy man to trust in the Lord; to assure themselves that when they are old and greyheaded, God will not forsake them; and though their troubles and sorrows are many, he will quicken them; and though they die, he will bring them up again. Let this be a motive for them to hope in God continually, and praise him yet more and more.

We should accustom ourselves to talk of God’s righteousness and goodness; be often speaking one to another on topics so important and delightful; talk of the righteousness of his nature, the equity of his providence, the holiness of his laws, and especially of that everlasting righteousness by which we hope to be justified and saved. These should be the frequent subject of our discourses, and they will be useful to ourselves and others. Let aged christians in particular abound in such discourses; they can do little else for God, and should therefore talk of his righteousness all the day long; tell the rising generation their own experience, and leave a solemn testimony to the reasonableness, the importance, the pleasure and advantages of religion, for the admonition and encouragement of those who shall come after them. Thus will their hoary heads be crowns of glory, being found in the way of righteousness.” 

72 Psalm 72 

Verses 1-20
The Hebrew doctors have transmitted this psalm as the last that David composed. It was sung at the inauguration of Solomon to the throne, when Zadok had anointed him to be king over Israel, and when the trumpets proclaimed him to the people. 1 Kings 1:39. That this psalm refers to Christ, of whom Solomon was a type, is apparent, 

(1) From the several expressions, which are evidently too strong for a man whose life was short; as the eternity of his kingdom, its extent over the whole earth, and the universal peace which should follow.

(2) The new-testament writers have so understood it. Matthew 21:8. John 5:22. Luke 2:13-14. Zechariah 9:9. Compared with Matthew 21:5.

(3) The rabbins themselves have so expounded it, as will presently appear.

Psalms 72:1. Give the king thy judgments. The priest was required to furnish the king with a copy of the law; but here the sire prays that the son might be divinely taught, that God would endow him with wisdom from above.

Psalms 72:3. The mountains shall bring peace, all kinds of plenty to the land; the feet of evangelists shall be beautiful on the hills. And the little hills by righteousness. The last word belongs to the next verse. The LXX correct the transposition thus: Psalms 72:3, the mountains and the hills shall bring peace to thy people: Psalms 72:4, in righteousness shall he judge the poor.

Psalms 72:7. So long as the moon endureth, or till the moon shall be removed. This is the Hebrew idiom for designating the eternity of the Messiah’s kingdom. By the moon, the allegorizing fathers, understood the cessation of all changes and wanings in the church.

Psalms 72:9. His enemies shall lick the dust. Referring to the convulsions of the body in some cases, as when a soldier has received a mortal wound. Solomon had no war; but the true Solomon caused the Hebrew figtree to wither; and the Roman figtree he shook till it cast its untimely fruit, as when shaken of a violent gale. Revelation 6:13. 

Psalms 72:10. The kings of Tarshish, the coasts of Europe. 1 Kings 10:22. Sheba, Ethiopia; Seba, Arabia. This form of speech is to be understood in unison with all the prophecies, that all nations shall receive the gospel, and every knee bow to Christ.

Psalms 72:17. His name shall be continued. In the old testament Christ is frequently called the name, the name of the Lord. Leviticus 24:11; Leviticus 24:16. This seems to be a prophetic intimation, that the gospel of the kingdom should be preached in his name, and that in his name should the gentiles trust. Matthew 12:21. Romans 15:12.

Psalms 72:20. The prayers of David—are ended. This is the end of the second book of psalms. The Jews divided the psalms into five books; but very many of the subsequent psalms were written by David, as the hundred and tenth, which our Saviour cites as David’s. Matthew 22:45.

REFLECTIONS.
We see here the expiring prophet, dying like Jacob and others of his fathers, uttering the predictive effusion of his heart. Glancing on Solomon, as a typical harbinger, he loses his soul in the unfurling glory of Christ, the eternal king. He had prayed in the preseding psalm, that God would not forsake him in old age. Here we have proof that he did not forsake him. Heaven often reserves the best wine to the last. Only a little before his death, full of good wishes to his son, and to Israel, and full of breathings after the Messiah and his kingdom, futurity opens her prospects to the eye of faith. The grace was so abundant that it overflowed his heart, and was more than language could convey. Happy the children who have a father thus to bless them in old age. Here he first prays, that Solomon might be distinguished by equity and justice, and that righteousness and peace might abound in his reign. And then, joining the kingdom of his son to that of the Messiah, he declares that he should chastise his enemies, and be revered as long as the sun and moon endure. The blessings he would shed on his kingdom were to be as the rain on the mown grass, and as the gentle showers of spring—most luminous prediction of the grace of the Holy Spirit. All kingdoms shall be tributary to him, and happy under the shadow of his wings. But at the sixteenth verse, David seeing the smiling aspects of Judea, says, there shall be a handful of corn in the earth, the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon. This is a most happy prediction of the encrease of God’s word, when sown in the good soil of a broken and a contrite heart, So the handful of seed flourished in the days of the apostles, and so it shall ever flourish when delivered in a right spirit. Yea, the glory of the Messiah and his kingdom shall remain for ever. Solomon may fall away; but Christ is the eternal rock, in whom the gentiles shall trust. Blessed therefore be the Lord God of Israel who doeth wonders, and blessed be his glorious name for ever. Amen. 

73 Psalm 73 

Verses 1-28
The third book of Hebrew psalms begins here. It opens with a psalm of Asaph, the noble singer and musician of the temple. 1 Chronicles 6:39; 1 Chronicles 25:1. Eleven other psalms bear his name. Hezekiah commanded the levites to sing in the words of David, and of Asaph the seer, the ancient name of a prophet. 2 Chronicles 29:30. On this account his compositions are admitted, and deservedly so, into the sacred canon. The language here approximates to Psalms 4, 36, 37, 39, 49. The psalm under consideration could not he written in Babylon, for there the Jews had no sanctuary. Daniel opened his window which looked towards Jerusalem. There also the wicked Jews were not in great prosperity, with their eyes standing out with fatness: Psalms 73:3; Psalms 73:7.

Psalms 73:6. Pride compasseth them about as a chain. Hebrews ענק Anak, a torque of gold around their neck, from which their robes hung suspended. See on Deuteronomy 1:28. The giants are thought to have received this name from their huge torques.

Psalms 73:10. Therefore his people return hither. The sense of the Hebrew is obscure; but the text seems to say that the righteous, shocked at the speeches of the wicked, return the more to God, and obtain his plenitude of blessings. This idea coincides with the conduct of Asaph.

Psalms 73:27. Them that go a whoring from thee. That forsake thee, and worship false gods. Idolatry is frequently expressed in the scriptures by the term adultery, &c.

REFLECTIONS.
Asaph, seeing himself surrounded with wicked courtiers, whose lives were devoted to pleasure and irreligion, and who supported their profligate habits by corruption and oppression, was beclouded with moral darkness.

They made very daring speeches against revelation, and providence, and the perfection of the Lord. They laughed at threatenings, Isaiah 28:12-14; and utterly denied a providence. The like cause produces similar effects. Europe has lately been filled with blasphemies of like nature. Those men were not afflicted and chastened like other men; they were distinguished by corpulence of habit, and seemed to die in repose. This first and partial view of their case shook the faith of the psalmist. He was about to say, I have cleansed my hands from iniquity, and wept for my sins in vain: the wicked are happier than the mournful saints. The prophet’s foot had nearly slipped; he almost lost the shield of faith.

When almost vanquished, he invoked the aid, and sought counsel of the Lord. He sought the Lord in his sanctuary, for there he was wont to guide and comfort his saints. Here his soul was favoured with more enlarged views of providence: he saw the wicked set in slippery places, and perishing in the midst of their days by disease and war. These visitations have been remarkably realized in the late wars on the continent. The revolutionary army received its full rewards of blood in Russia, in Spain, and at Waterloo.

The psalmist became, like the oak, the more enrooted for the tempest. He sprung into the arms of God, saying, thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee. Many christians are much injured by seeking a mixed happiness, in riches and relatives, which all forsake us under the severest strokes of providence. This sublime sentiment of Asaph in hoary age, when his heart and flesh failed, of making the Lord his sole and simple happiness, I have not found touched with a more delicate pencil than that of Madam Guion, when her bishop, Bossuet, threw her into prison for heresy. Making the Lord there her husband and only hope, she uttered her soul in the most hallowed and delicate touches of the lyre, which our poet, William Cowper, Esq. has successfully turned into English verse.

Sun, stay thy course, this moment stay, Suspend the overflowing tide of day; Divulge not such a love as mine, Ah, hide the mystery divine, Lest men who deem my glory shame, Should learn the secrets of my flame.
Oh night, propitious to my views, Thy sable awning wide diffuse, Conceal alike my joy and pain, Nor draw thy curtain back again; Though morning, by the tears she shows, Seems to participate my woes. Ye stars, whose faint and feeble fires, Express my languishing desires, Whose slender beams pervade the skies, As silent as my secret sighs; The emanations of a soul, That darts her fires beyond the pole.
Your rays that scarce assist the sight, That pierce, but not displace the night; That shine indeed, but nothing show Of all those various scenes below, Bring no disturbance, rather prove, Incentives of a sacred love. Thou moon, whose never-failing course Bespeaks a providential force, Go tell the tidings of my flame To him who calls the stars by name:
Whose absence kills, whose presence cheers, Who blots or brightens all my years.
While in the blue abyss of space, Thine orb performs its rapid race, Still whisper in his listening ears, The language of my sighs and tears; Tell him, I seek him far below, Lost in a wilderness of woe. Ye thought-composing silent hours, Diffusing peace o’er all my powers; Friend of the pensive, who conceals In darkest shades the flame I feel, To you I trust, and safely may; The love that wastes my strength away.
In sylvan scenes, and caverns rude, I taste the sweets of solitude; Retired indeed, but not alone, I share them with a spouse unknown, Who hides me here, from envious eyes, From all intrusion and surprise. Imbowering shades, and dens profound, Where echo rolls the voice around, Mountains, whose elevated head A moist and misty veil o’erspread, Disclose a solitary bride, To him I love, to none beside.
Ye rills that murmur all the way, Among the polished pebbles stray; Creep silently along the ground, Lest, drawn by that harmonious sound, Some wanderer whom I would not meet Should stumble on my loved retreat. Enamelled meads and hillocks green, And streams that water all the scene, Ye torrents, loud in distant ears, Ye fountains that receive my tears, Ah still conceal with caution due, A charge I trust to none but you.
And when my pain and grief encrease, I seem to enjoy the sweetest peace, It is because I feel so fair, The charming object of my care, That I can sport and pleasure make Of torment, suffered for his sake. Ye meads and groves, unconscious things, Ye know not whence my pleasure springs; Ye know not, and ye cannot know, The source from which my sorrows flow; The dear sole cause of all I feel,—He knows, and understands them well.
Ye deserts where the wild beasts rove, Scenes sacred to my hours of love; Ye forests, in whose shades I stray, Benighted under burning day, Ah whisper not how blest am I, Nor while I live, nor when I die. Ye lambs that sport beneath the shades, And bound along the mossy glades, Be taught a salutary fear, And cease to bleat when I am near; The wolf may hear your harmless cry, Whom should ye dread so much as I? How calm amid these scenes my mind, How perfect is the peace I find, Oh hush, be still my every part, My tongue, my pulse, my beating heart, That love aspiring to its source, May suffer not a moment’s pause. Ye swift finned nations that abide In seas as fathomless as wide, And unsuspicious of a snare, Pursue at large your pleasures there; Poor sportive fools, how soon does man Your heedless ignorance trepan.
Away, dive deep into the brine, Where never yet sunk plummet-line; Trust me, the vast leviathan Is merciful, compared with man; Avoid his arts, forsake the beach, And never play within his reach. My soul her bondage ill endures, I pine for liberty like yours; I long for that immense profound That knows no bottom, and no bound; Lost in infinity to prove Th’ incomprehensible of love.
Ye birds that lessen as ye fly, And vanish in the distant sky; To whom yon airy waste belongs, Resounding with your cheerful songs; Haste to escape from human sight, Fear less the vulture and the kite. How blest and how secure am I, When quitting earth, I soar on high, When lost, like you, I disappear, And float in a sublimer sphere; When falling within human view, I am ensnared and caught like you.
Omniscient God, whose notice deigns To try the heart and search the reins; Compassionate the numerous woes, I dare not e’en to thee disclose; Oh save me from the cruel hands Of men, who fear not thy commands. Love all subduing and divine, Care for a creature truly thine:
Reign in a heart disposed to own No sovereign but thyself alone, Cherish a bride who cannot rove, Nor quit thee for a meaner love. 

74 Psalm 74 

Verses 1-23
Title. Maschil of Asaph; that is, instruction, as Psalms 32. The EDDA is the title of the Icelandic poem, which also signifies instruction. This mournful ode is also alleged to have been written in Babylon, and to bear the name of Asaph, because sung to his musical compositions, or sung by the sons of Asaph. See Psalms 79. But Lyranus thinks that Asaph foretold the destruction of the temple; and the use of the pronoun this, in Psalms 74:2 : “Remember THIS mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt,” sufficiently indicates that the psalmist wrote in Jerusalem. The phraseology would not be natural to a resident in Babylon.

Psalms 74:2. Thine inheritance—redeemed from Egypt, as the Chaldaic adds: whom thou only hast a right to rule with thy rod, or thy sceptre. This is a good argument in prayer to God for another redemption.

Psalms 74:7. They have cast fire into thy sanctuary. 2 Chronicles 36:19. They burned the house of the Lord. Antiochus also burned the gates, and profaned the temple, 1 Maccabees 4:38.

Psalms 74:8. They have burnt up all the synagogues. It is said that the Lord loveth the gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings of Jacob. The dwellingplaces were the synagogues, by consequence, synagogues existed more or less from the beginning of the Hebrew nation: the heathen made their boast of conquering the gods, and insulting Jehovah.

Psalms 74:9. We see not our signs, of altar, sacrifice, and temple.

Psalms 74:14. Thou brakest the heads of leviathan; figuratively, of Pharaoh and his princes at the Red sea. The alligator is killed by a stroke on the head. The bodies of the Egyptians were washed far and wide, even down the sea to Ethiopia, that the beasts and ravens might eat their flesh. See note on Amos 9:3.

Psalms 74:19. Thy turtle dove. As these doves were domestic favourites, so the Hebrews were dear to God.

Psalms 74:20. The dark places of the earth. Gentile lands and gentile lords are full of cruelty. 

REFLECTIONS.
The psalmist asks here, “Oh God, why hast thou cast us off?” The prophets have said of Zion, her foundation standeth fast; she should not be moved for ever. Strange that the Lord should abhor his own inheritance. Moses gives the answer:—but if there shall arise a root bearing wormwood and gall; a departure from the Lord to the worship of idols, then the Lord would send them into captivity, and scatter them on the face of the whole earth. Here then is an equal voice to the christian church.

The psalmist complains in the day of visitation of the peculiar pride with which the enemy raised their axes against the beautifully carved work of the cedars, and the branches of the palm-trees, which designated the ever- flourishing state of religion, and put fire to the temple, which for three nights illuminated the heavens, and then expired as an omen of departed glory. These were scenes which rent the hearts of all lovers of Zion. These were the severer strokes of an angry God; but the Hope of Israel was not lost; grace was reserved for the remnant.

He cries to heaven for help, being encouraged by ancient graces which God had conferred on the Hebrew church, in breaking the head of leviathan, the cruel tyrant, and dragon of the Nile; in dividing the rock of Horeb to give water, and in opening the Jordan to give passage to his saints. He pleads, that as God still gave them light from heaven, and fruitful seasons, so he would ultimately hear their prayers and avenge the blasphemies of the heathen who had insulted his name. It was a dark day for the Jews; but the eye of faith was not beclouded. Truly, after all chastisements, God is good to Israel, to them who are clean in heart. A glorious high throne is the place of our sanctuary from the beginning. That throne is higher than the heavens, and cannot be affected by the burning of earthly temples. 

75 Psalm 75 

Verses 1-10
Title. Al-taschith: do not suffer me to perish. The style indicates that this was a psalm of David, when the courtiers of Saul had pronounced him guilty of high treason for aiming at the throne. He accuses them of dealing foolishly, wickedly, and with a stiff neck, against an innocent man; and of doing it basely to flatter Saul, and obtain promotion. A true portrait of a court-faction. For promotion cometh not from the east, nor west, nor south, but from the Lord, the ultimate judge of men.

Psalms 75:3. The earth, the land of Israel, and all its inhabitants are dissolved. The government is without energy, the people without spirit, and the army without strength.—I bear up the pillars of it. The hope and stay of Israel is in me, by virtue of the anointing of Samuel.

Psalms 75:5. Lift not up your horn. See on Job 15:15 : their horn was soon laid in the dust.

Psalms 75:8. A cup—the dregs thereof shall the wicked drink. They drank these dregs on Gilboa; the men who sought David’s life paid for the crime by their own lives. The Lord denied them courage in the day of battle.

REFLECTIONS.
How sweet in trouble to be revived with a living hope. David saw in the Spirit that the political clouds which hovered over the land would all clear up in sunshine. What can be more consolatory to the saints than thus to wait for the righteousness of God?

David, on seeing this, formed the noblest of resolutions, that when he should receive the regal charge of the congregation, and be the shepherd of the sheep, he would judge with equity. He augured happy days, to see the sanctuary full of glory, the land full of righteousness, and the people blessed with peace and bread. Princes should always aim at the happiness of the people. The emperor Probus, who, after many wars, gave peace to the Roman empire, said that after a short time, soldiers would not be necessary; brevi milites necessarios non futuros.
But while David, the Lord’s anointed, and the hope of the nation rested on the promises for elevation, he saw the horn of the wicked laid low; and besmeared with dust and blood. While the cup of regal bliss was preparing for him, as in Psalms 23:5, he saw the red cup, mixed with dregs prepared for his enemies. They were drenched with it on Gilboa; defeated by the Philistines, and pursued with reckless slaughter; roaring with anguish and despair, and falling on their own swords. Their tongues could now speak no more against David; their feet could no more hunt him as a partridge on the mountains. Rejoice then, oh my soul, for thus will the Lord preserve all them that love him. 

76 Psalm 76 

Verses 1-12
This is a martial ode, sung, according to the LXX, after the defeat of the Assyrian army. The Latin bible follows the LXX. The words of the psalm concerning the sleeping of the enemy, and the fall of many kings and princes, best agree with that event. The judgment was from heaven, In that case, the psalm was probably composed by Isaiah, or some other prophet.

Psalms 76:1. In Judah is God known. By the fall of a hundred and eighty five thousand vain, boasting soldiers, who seemed asleep in the morning, and could not use their hands for war, God was known to be in his holy temple throughout all the Assyrian empire, and throughout all the western nations.

Psalms 76:11. Vow, and pay to the Lord, the vows made in sickness and in war. But they should not be rash and unguarded vows: many such were made while Jerusalem was invested with the Assyrians.—Bring presents unto him that ought to be feared. למורא la-mora, The Fear, the terrible one. This is a name, like that of love, which is given absolutely to God. The text requires these oblations to be brought to the Fear, or the terrible One.

REFLECTIONS.
As all great actions in the ancient world were celebrated by the bards, and as the wonders of the Lord in his church were sung by prophets, it is not surprising that we should here find a psalm which celebrates the destruction of the Assyrian army, and the liberation of Jerusalem. The description is so clear, that the subject had no need of a title.

The prophet exults in the God of Zion. He brake in pieces all the artillery of war, the bow, the arrow, the shield, the sword. The stout-hearted, yesterday blaspheming the God of Hezekiah, are fallen asleep; their hands are benumbed, the horses are like their riders, the princely chariots are put aside in repose.

Thou alone, oh God, art to be feared: we fear our enemies no more. Thou hast heard prayer in Salem, thy habitation; thou hast risen up in judgment to save the meek of the land. Surely the wrath of man, the impotent rage and blasphemies of man, shall praise thee, as the God of gods dwelling in Zion. Thou wilt gird thyself with majesty and strength, and meet the lurking remains of wrath in every future foe. Yea, if Israel shall hearken, and pay her vows to the Lord, thou wilt still exscind the proud, and cut them off like the purple clusters of the vine, never to be again replaced.

Let the christian church be encouraged.—The Messiah of the Hebrews is thy Redeemer in the time of trouble. He is with you always to the end of the world. He is the God, known in Judah, and great in Israel. 

77 Psalm 77 

Verses 1-20
Title. To the chief musician, to Jeduthun. A psalm of Asaph. There is an uncertainty, whether Jeduthun were a master of music, or whether the name designate an instrument, or some air or term of music. The thirty ninth psalm by David, bears also the name of Jeduthun.

Psalms 77:1-2. I cried unto God—In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord. My sore ran in the night. There is no mention of any sore in the original. The literal reading is “My hand was stretched out in the night [in prayer] and ceased not.” I cried, I prayed, but no answer; the morning broke, but no ray of light to my fainting mind; the sun rose on the earth, but no sun of righteousness shone on me. Oh what sighs, what tears, what labouring thought: what profound researches of the mind! My spirit made diligent search: Psalms 77:6.

Psalms 77:7. Will the Lord cast off for ever? Is his mercy clean gone? Must I groan and sigh in darkness all my days? Am I cast off for my sins, and doomed to perish at last? Are all my prayers sent back empty? Are all the intercessions of the saints on my account disregarded?

Psalms 77:10. I said, this is my infirmity, to distrust and doubt. I will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High, when he rode on the cloud; when he divided the sea, and drove asunder the nations. The God who once delivered his people, can yet deliver me.

What was this case of Asaph? Answer, a nervous gloom, a milder species of melancholy, superinduced by some grief of heart, and which preyed on the mind. If otherwise, it might be great heaviness through manifold temptations.

What are the best remedies? Answer, the kindest treatment that circumstances will allow. A temperate diet, and cooling medicines, attended with air and exercise. Especially let the good man be undisturbed in prayer, for that eases the heart of all its grief. Let him be prompted always to remember the years of the Most High, looking at the brightest traits of providence and grace, and accustomed to dwell on the promises of God. I mention kind treatment, because those nuances and discouragements fall on persons of fine sense and exquisite feelings with the greater severity. A young gentlemen of a catholic family, being sorely buffeted, though able to attend his professional duties, fell for two months under great depression, and uttered his heart in the following lines.

Ah, who can tell my soul’s distress? Who can conceive my wretched plight? All day by hell how sore opprest, By dreams and visions of the night!
While on the bed my body lay, Ere balmy sleep had closed my eyes; Anon, my soul a hunted prey, Sees hosts of hellish hounds arise.
Alas, my soul was sore opprest, While ghostly foes their malice spent; No hope of ease, no thought of rest, Nor earth, nor grave a prospect lent.
In ruins laid, my soul sweat blood, In agonies of dire despair; I cried aloud, my God, my God, My dearest Saviour, hear my prayer.
But yet my soul disdains to flee, Or hide from Satan’s furious blast; I claim the promised victory, To vanquish all my foes at last.
Psalms 77:13. Thy way, oh God, is in the sanctuary. Thy counsel is deep and high; thou redeemest thy people, and confoundest all thy foes. Zion has but to trust, and await the openings of thy righteousness. On the ground of covenanted mercy, the sons of Jacob have claims on their father’s God.

Psalms 77:16. After the word selah, Psalms 77:15, a forte, or enlivened chorus of music struck up; for the true sublime and beautiful with which this psalm closes required vivacity. The waters saw thee, oh God, the waters saw thee; they were afraid; the depths were troubled. In like manner, or in his own gracious way, the Lord will yet arise to succour the tempted, and wipe away the tears from Zion in the day of her oppression. 

REFLECTIONS.
“Good men should not think their case singular, when they are oppressed with trouble and melancholy. Asaph’s was indeed a mournful case; he had wearisome days, restless nights, weeping eyes, and a comfortless soul. He was tempted to make a desperate conclusion about his own state, and the mercy and faithfulness of God. Those who are in such afflicted circumstances, should recollect what others have endured, and draw no rash conclusions about their real characters. Let them remember that despondency of spirit and distrust of God is an infirmity, and therefore endeavour to suppress it.

Such afflicted persons should give themselves to prayer. In the day of my trouble, says the psalmist, I sought the Lord; and the gospel rule is, if any be afflicted, let them pray; not seek for business and recreation to divert their minds, though they are useful in their places, but continue in prayer. “Let them not think,” as Mr. HENRY expresses it, “to drink away, or laugh away, their melancholy apprehensions, but pray them away.” Let them not cease their petitions, though they may for a long time be discouraged, and have very little hope of success: at length God will incline his ear, and their souls shall be comforted.

Those who are afflicted should think of God’s works; his works of wonder for his people, and his works of kindness for themselves. Let them recollect what God has done, both for their bodies and souls in time past, as an encouragement to trust in him, and to hope that he will not forsake them. It seems that Asaph did not find relief in this thought, therefore he set himself to consider what God had done for his people of old, and then he found relief. This shows the usefulness of scripture history; and of how much importance it is that we make it familiar to our minds, and meditate upon it. It shows also that we should apply those histories to our own case. What God hath wrought for the church, may and ought to be improved for the comfort of particular believers. Though God’s way be in the sea, and his path in the deep waters, let us trust him when we cannot trace him, and follow him, though we know not whither he leads us; and we shall find that all the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth to such as fear him, and keep his covenant and his statutes.” 

78 Psalm 78 

Verses 1-72
Title. Maschil of Asaph. Rabbi Kimchi says, that this title, which signifies to give instruction, designates also the species of music or melody to which the words were set, as is now the practice of composers. Handel named his celebrated piece, The Messiah. This psalm is a species of carmen seculare to the Hebrews.

Psalms 78:1. Give ear, oh my people. Hebrew poetry generally begins with bold addresses. Psalms 45:1. Isaiah 1:2.

Psalms 78:2. A parable, a succession of wise and instructive sayings. It is a psalm of rehearsal, that the worshipper might derive instruction from the ways of providence.

Psalms 78:5. A testimony in Jacob. The Ark of the testimony, as in twenty places; for there the Lord dwelt in glory, and his law attested his covenant.

Psalms 78:9. Ephraim being armed—turned back; that is, according to Kimchi, though actually in the field of battle, to fight against Amalek in the desert, he ran away with shame, and is branded for it. 1 Chronicles 7:21. Others think this act of cowardice happened when the ark of God was taken, for the people of Amalek were allies of the Philistines.

Psalms 78:12. Zoan. The LXX read, Tunis, as in Numbers 13:22. It was situate on the eastern branch of the Nile, in the Delta, and was the northern capital of the kings of Egypt. Rosetta is the same place now, and built on its ruins.

Psalms 78:25. Man did eat angels’ food. אבירים abirim, the mighty ones. St. Paul seems to cite this text when he says, “the Lord Jesus Christ shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels.” 2 Thessalonians 1:7.

Psalms 78:33. Their days did he consume in vanity: their sentence, couched in the name of Abel, to waste away in the desert, it would seem, quickly followed that of the ten unbelieving spies. It made them sick at heart; they gradually fainted and died. As unbelief is the damning sin of the world, so the Lord made those old rebels a fearful example to posterity. 

Psalms 78:35. Their Redeemer. Hebrews גאלם goalam, their goël, as in Job 19:25. The Messiah was ever employed in redeeming and saving his people.

Psalms 78:39. A wind that passeth away. Hebrews רוח ruach, a spirit.

Psalms 78:41. They—limited the Holy One of Israel. After the Lord had given water and manna, they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? How soon they forgot what their eyes had seen. They were not allowed to see the new miracles which he wrought in the land of Canaan.

Psalms 78:49. By sending evil angels among them, to destroy the firstborn of the Egyptians; but they had no power to touch the families where the blood of the covenant was sprinkled.

Psalms 78:63. Their maidens were not given to marriage. The Hebrew is praise or marriage song, and dances, as the Epithalamia of the heathen. The young men being cut off in war, there were no husbands for them; or, as the Syriac, they were ravished by the victorious Philistines.

Psalms 78:64. Their priests fell by the sword. Eli’s two sons and other priests, for whom their widows made no lamentation, their death being a disgrace.

REFLECTIONS.
In this review of Hebrew history, we see the deep stain of original sin breaking out on all occasions into new forms of crime. The old man cannot amend; he must be put off; he must be crucified. This is the grand point of instruction to posterity. For death will make all men coward, as well as Ephraim: true courage reposes in virtuous minds.

We admire the just portrait which Asaph draws of the rebellious Hebrews in the desert: they wantonly lusted for flesh, when they ate bread that God had given them from heaven. They provoked the Holy One to anger; but their punishment was less than their sin. Take warning, oh my soul, and tempt not Christ, as they tempted him.

See the compassion and tender mercy of God. All the deliverances of Israel are traced up to thee; and this is recorded for our encouragement, that we may turn to the Lord, and hope in his mercy. But if we continue in sin because grace abounds, our sin will be exceeding sinful. With God there is forgiveness, that he may be feared. His goodness is designed to lead us to repentance, and keep us from sinning against him; and if it answers this end, we, through patience and comfort of the scripture, shall have hope. 

79 Psalm 79 

Verses 1-13
Title. A psalm of Asaph, an elegy over the slain, as is supposed, when Shishak king of Egypt invaded Judea with a great army, besieging the cities and slaughtering the people. Sir Isaac Newton thinks, that Shishak and Sesostris are the same person. This psalm cannot refer to the burning of the city by the Chaldeans, because the last verse represents the temple as still standing, and the choirs as singing, “Oh Lord,—we will show forth thy praise unto all generations.” See an account of this invasion, which happened in the fifth year of Rehoboam, son of Solomon, as recorded in 1 Kings 14:25. 2 Chronicles 12:2.

Psalms 79:1. Oh God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance. Shishak with twelve hundred chariots, seventy thousand horsemen, and a countless army of infantry; took the fenced cities, and it would seem, without much resistance, till he reached Jerusalem, where blood was shed like water. Jerusalem also opened her gates; the Egyptians entered the temple, the palace, the arsenal, and carried away all the treasures of Solomon, leaving Jerusalem desolate without, and naked within.

Psalms 79:11. Preserve thou those that are appointed to die. The reading of the LXX relieves the text. “Preserve thou the children of those that have been slain.” Let the stock survive the fall of the tree. So here; Judah acquired strength, and flourished again.

REFLECTIONS.
What a narrow escape was this of David’s house and kingdom from utter destruction. Rehoboam and his princes, intoxicated with wealth and pride, knew neither themselves nor their fathers’ God. They had not recovered from the countless carnage in the war with Jeroboam, who had averted this storm by an alliance with Egypt, and had probably invited it on Judah for revenge. How vain to lay up gold as the dust. It tempts the thieves to carry it away.

How happy for Judah, that she had at this time the prophet Shemaiah to pray for his country, and advise his sovereign and the princes to submission to the stroke that could not be averted. He assembled good men to cry, Help us, oh God of our salvation. They alleged the wanton insolence of the invaders, who on profaning the temple said, Where is their God; for the heathen placed every city and temple under the patronage of some divinity. So the Lord was entreated once more to relieve and comfort Zion. The Lord allowed Shishak to do his work, and gave him gold for his reward; but he limited his commission. 

80 Psalm 80 

Verses 1-19
Though we know not the occasion on which this song was composed, yet as the tribes still inhabited the land, it probably was written on the same occasion as the preseding, and prays for the same salvation.

Psalms 80:1. Thou that dwellest between the cherubims. In allusion to the shekinah, or visible glory, which dwelt upon the mercy seat, above the ark, and was overshadowed by the cherubim.

Psalms 80:2. Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, and Manasseh. The twelve tribes in the wilderness encamped about the ark, forming a square whose sides were each twelve miles. The above three are mentioned here, because, according to the order of the march, these immediately followed the ark.

Psalms 80:7. Turn us, oh God—and we shall be saved. This is a prayer of confidence, that God would revive Judah and her allies after the double stroke of Shishak and Jeroboam’s most bloody wars.

Psalms 80:15. And the branch. This is a frequent emblem of the Messiah. Isaiah 11:1. Jeremiah 23:5. Zechariah 3:8; Zechariah 6:12. But the Hebrew here is אל בן al ben, upon the SON. The LXX and the Vulgate have “the Son of man;” and the Chaldee, “upon the King Messiah, whom thou madest strong for thyself.” It is rendered literally at Psalms 80:17, the man of thy right hand—the Son of man, that is Christ Jesus. Psalms 110:1. Hebrews 1:13.

REFLECTIONS.
This, in some few copies, is not divided from the preseding psalm. The substance of the prayer is twofold. The first part of it pleads for restoring grace, under the idea that Messiah was the compassionate shepherd of Israel. The second, by the beautiful and well-supported allegory of the vine, moves the Lord to pity his once favourite vineyard. The late C. Wesley has admirably preserved the spirit of the original.

Surely, oh Lord, we once were thine, Thou hast for us thy wonders wrought, A generous and right noble vine, When newly out of Egypt brought. Thou didst the heathen stock expel, The hardened race received their doom, Druids and all the brood of hell, And monks of antichristian Rome.
Planted by thy Almighty hand, Watered with blood, the vine took root, And spread throughout the happy land, And filled the earth with golden fruit.
The hills were covered with her shade, Her branchy arms extended wide, Her fair luxuriant honours spread, And rivalled all the cedar’s pride.
Why hast thou then abhorred thine own, And cast thy pleasant plant away, Broke down her mounds, her fence o’erthrown, And left her to the beasts a prey.
All that go by pluck off her grapes, Our Zion of her children spoil, While error in ten thousand shapes, Assays the simple to beguile.
The boar out of the German wood, Tears up her roots with ruthless power, The lion roaring for his food, And all the forest beasts devour.
Look on them with thy flaming eyes, The sin-consuming virtue dart; And bid our fallen church arise, And make us after thy own heart. 

81 Psalm 81 

Verses 1-16
This psalm was composed for the festival of tabernacles, when the people celebrated the deliverance from Egypt. It was a statute in Israel on the first day of the Hebrew month of Tisri, or the new month, for the full band of music to be heard in all places. Numbers 10:10; Numbers 29:1. It might be sung after the storm in the preseding psalm had subsided.

Psalms 81:5. A testimony. Joseph is named here as leading the Hebrews into Egypt, where they heard a language which they could not understand, without much difficulty; and on this account divine favours were the more valuable.

Psalms 81:7. The secret place of thunder. סתר sotar, to hide, protect, defend. God’s tabernacle was regarded from the beginning as a hidingplace and sanctuary from the terrors of the law, and the evils of life. The power by which a highly-electrified cloud discharges its fire through another cloud is very inscrutable; but the thunder on mount Sinai, here called the place of thunder, was miraculous.

Psalms 81:15. But their time; the time of my people, as in Psalms 81:13. The grammatical construction is faulty here; the haters of the Lord is the antecedent to the pronoun, as the text now stands.

REFLECTIONS.
The festivals of the Jews generally opened with the sound of trumpets, and with songs celebrating the wonderful works of the Lord. Hence we should learn to enter religious assemblies with hearts fraught with grateful recollections of the Lord’s mercies. Our health, our civil and religious privileges, and the consideration that all these are granted to sinners, should especially kindle the most grateful fervours of the heart.

The subject of this psalm is a brief memorial of what the Lord had done for his people; but hints are enough to pious souls, a grateful heart will supply the rest. The subject is a hundred times resumed in the old testament, because it was meet that every Israelite should ever have it before his eyes. Oh then, what shall the christian render to the Lord. He heard his people Israel and saved them, but better things are done for us; for while we were yet sinners, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. The Israelites, the more to excite their gratitude, are farther reminded that the Lord did all this for an ungrateful and disobedient people. They were scarcely saved from the Egyptian host by the greatest of wonders, before they strove with God at Meribah. They sinned at the first temptation; and when he proved their fidelity in regard to worship, saying that no strange god should be in Israel; when he allured them to obedience by promising to fill their mouth with food, and their soul with gladness; and when he awed them by threatenings, they would not hearken to his voice, but basely gave way to the superstition and carnal charms of pagan worship. Hence all their calamities were the predicted fruits of their own choice. Oh then, how should the Saviour’s love warm and affect our hearts. We have erred like Israel, and yet we inherit all those favours. Surely we should sing, and make a joyful noise unto God.

The psalm closes with lamenting Israel’s inconstancy. Oh that my people had hearkened unto me. So Moses had lamented over them; and so our blessed Lord wept over Jerusalem. Our misery is the effect of our own folly, and perverse choice. 

82 Psalm 82 

Verses 1-8
Title. A psalm of Asaph. There is no authority for referring this psalm to the time of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chronicles 19:6, which is to contradict the title. David no doubt reformed the courts of justice on coming to the throne. See Psalms 75:2.

Psalms 82:6. I have said, ye are gods. See the note on Genesis 6:2. John 10:34.

Psalms 82:7. Ye shall die like men. Hebrews כאדם ke-adam, like Adam, for ye are begotten in his fallen image; and the wages of sin is death.

REFLECTIONS.
The style and manner of the address in this psalm are worthy of the subject; and they indicate that the prophet who addressed the dignitaries of his country, and of the earth, was animated by a proper spirit. Among the oriental nations, justice was administered with great splendour. Solomon often presided in person, and had a throne of ivory; and the office did not degrade his dignity, for the bench of justice is the throne of God. But what a proof is this of the fall and misery of man, that the supreme courts should need so many cautions to do justice to the helpless poor.

Princes, judges, and magistrates, are consequently awed to purity and justice from the consideration of the divine presence. God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods, elders, or magistrates. He is present to hear the cause, to frown on perjury with impervious horror, and to shed a smiling lustre on equity and truth. He is present to animate the judge with a wisdom and virtue which shall render him superior to the pleader’s sophism, and every gloss of party influence.

Princes and judges are farther awed to justice from motives of humanity. They defend the poor, the orphan and the needy, against the monopolies of wicked men. Hence the Lord is present, charging them to give a decision worthy of their mission, and honourable to their country.

Princes and judges are likewise exhorted to a faithful discharge of their duty, by a consideration of the influence which their example will have on all the inferior courts. Corruption in the first movements of political circles, and a wilful ignorance of duty, will disorganize the whole system of political justice, and throw the foundations of the earth, or empire, out of course. Impunity will embolden crime, and cause the energies of virtue to languish.

Princes and judges are yet again awed to equity by the weighty consideration, that they themselves shall be judged. God has shared with them his tithes, he has permitted them to fill his throne, and to govern the nations. Lest therefore they should be dazzled with splendour, and flattered in arrogance, they are reminded of their origin, and of the common sentence, that they shall, like the poor, ultimately appear at the same bar.

But the prophet’s hope of complete purity is in the judge of all the earth. He is the king who shall cause the age of righteousness to follow the ages of wickedness. Hence the holy prophets, in every psalm and sermon, had more or less a reference to the Messiah, who shall take the nations for his own. 

83 Psalm 83 

Verses 1-18
This psalm bears the style and character of Asaph’s composition. It has been referred to the time of Hezekiah, when Sennacherib came up against Judea; but he came equally against Egypt, and all the nine nations mentioned here. It has also been referred to the time of Jehoshaphat, when the Ammonites and Moabites slew each other, 2 Chronicles 20.; but there is no time in which all those nine nations fought in a sort of ill-joined league, except the time of David, who put them all more or less under tribute. The inhabitants of Tyre were not in alliance with Moab. Whereas Assur, Psalms 83:8, was joined with them, and David fought hard and conquered near the Euphrates, against Hadadezer. 2 Samuel 8:3-12. This is more apparent from Psalms 83:4.

Psalms 83:3. They have—consulted against thy hidden ones. צפוניךְ tsephuneyca. This is a new title given to the pious Hebrews. The LXX and the Vulgate read, “thy saints.” They are God’s secret treasure; they shall be mine, saith the Lord, in the day when I make up my jewels.

Psalms 83:4. Let us cut them off, viz. Israel. David reigned over all Israel, whereas Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah only. Therefore the psalm must refer to David’s victories over the nations that combined against him.

Psalms 83:6. The tabernacles of Edom; the dwellings or tents of Edom.

Psalms 83:13. Make them like a wheel. גלגל galgal, which signifies a wheel, and straw, chaff, and dust, whirled by the wind. It may also signify the whirlwind, which takes up refuse, and whirls it away; or the wheel with which the ancients threshed their corn. Make them as chaff before the wind, or on a threshing floor.

Psalms 83:17. Let them be confounded. The usual prayer in war songs for victory; and the prayers they offered for victory include prayers for the destruction of their enemies. Yet there seems to be a measure of grace in the issues of these prayers, that they might know JEHOVAH to be as his name, great above all gods. 

REFLECTIONS.
When David had ascended the throne of all Israel, and when the neighbouring nations came to know the high character of Israel’s king, they formed a league for their own safety, and for his destruction. We find named in this confederacy, the Tyrians; the Gebalines, adjacent to Tyre; and Assur or the Assyrians, in the north. In the south we find the Philistines; the Hagarenes or Saracens; the nation of Ishmael; of Amalek, though now small; also of Ammon and Moab. These nine nations, strange to say, had formed the design to blot out the name of Israel. The psalm is therefore of vast historical importance, as it fully justifies the character of David in making war with all his neighbours; demonstrates the ignorance of infidels who declaim against him, without knowing the cause; and it realizes the adage of the heathen, “He whom God destroys is first mad.”

The confederacy of the nine nations contributed, while it brought the last of punishments on the heathen, to exalt David in wealth and power above all the kings of the east. This psalm formed an interesting recollection to the Hebrew nation of the signal mercies of God to their country and their king.

We may mark next the piety of David; he began with the protection and defence of his country by fervent prayer to God, and by acts of faith founded on past mercies. He asks Gideon’s salvation, and that God would make them like a wheel; but several critics think it should be thistle-down, for the Hebrew will bear that reading, and it best agrees with stubble or chaff blown away with the wind. He prays farther, that God would cover their faces with shame, that men, or rather that they may know that his name alone is JEHOVAH, high over all the earth. Hence christians may learn, that as God gave David a series of victories for the protection of Zion, so he will still defend his saints; and how great soever the enemies of the church may be, our JEHOVAH Jesus is a great king above all gods. He sits in the heavens, and laughs them to scorn. 

84 Psalm 84 

Verses 1-12
Though the writer of this psalm is not named in the title, yet it is not doubted but David was the author.

Psalms 84:1. How amiable are thy tabernacles. The word is plural, for the tabernacle had three partitions, the outward, and the inner court, and the most holy place. There was the promised presence of the Lord of hosts; he dwelt in his holy habitation. There was the atoning altar, which took away sin. Leviticus 16:14. There the law was read, and with proper illustrations. There prayer was made in general supplications, as in 1 Kings 8.; and prayer in all particular requests. There psalms were sung, adapted to give utterance to the heart, and to extol the glory of God; and with music to raise the soul above its sorrows. There the Hebrews met at the festivals, and saw the face of one another in the courts of the Lord. Yea, strangers of every cast and colour presented themselves with offerings to the Lord of hosts. Above all, after the prayers were over, the holy prophets preached; men immediately inspired of God, men the most eloquent that ever spake. Men to whom the curtains of futurity stood disclosed; who spake as in the immediate presence of God, and before whom the people were as trembling dust. Oh how they illustrated the law, how they reproved vice, how they argued with sinners of every character, how they denounced judgments on the incorrigible, and closed their fervent addresses with bright and cheering views of the Messiah, and of his kingdom.

Psalms 84:3. The swallow. דרור deror, a species of dove. The LXX and Vulgate, “the turtle dove.”

Psalms 84:5. In whose heart are the ways of them. Our translators, by supplying the words of them, which are not in the Hebrew, have confounded the sense. In whose heart are the ways which lead to Zion—who delight to go up to me feasts, and worship in the tabernacle of the Lord of hosts.

Psalms 84:6. The valley of Baca; or as many read, בכה Bacah, that is, weeping. But as the name is quite irrelevant to the sense, we ought to follow the LXX, who read, the spring of the sea, or the saline spring, a salt wick, which the people could not drink. Therefore they obviated the difficulty, as far as they could, by digging pools for the rain to fill. This was a shorter route to Jerusalem. 

REFLECTIONS.
This evangelical psalm, David composed in one of his expeditions, and probably on a sabbath day. Transporting himself in spirit to the house and altar of God, his heart recalled the sacred scenes in full view; and as though they were just before him, he exclaims, How amiable are thy tabernacles, oh Lord of hosts. I seem to see the altars smoke, and the nation bow, and then to hear them with harp and voice celebrate thy praise. I seem to see thy blessings fall on the crowd, and thy glory to cover the assembly: my soul longeth, yea fainteth for the courts of the Lord.

David envied the birds which had wings, and which built their nests near the altar of the Lord: divine faith sometimes receives great animation from the consideration of small objects.

David more especially envied the happy companies going up to keep the feasts; though they passed through the dry and rugged valley of Baca, for in hot weather they would cheerfully carry water, or after the rainy season they would find pools. He admired their zeal, for they went from strength to strength, they overtook fresh companies, or travelled from stage to stage; so the christian who loves the house of God must make nothing of difficulties. While in health, he should seldom suffer either bad roads or stormy weather to keep him from the Lord’s house.

David, contrasting the glories of public worship with the vices of a camp, says that a day in the Lord s house was better than a thousand; and that he would rather be a doorkeeper there than dwell in the tents of wickedness. Meanwhile he prayed fervently to the Lord, his shield, that he would look on the face of his anointed. Oh how can christians read this, and lounge in bed on the Lord’s day till late in the morning. How can they read this, and be indifferent whether they be present or absent at the hours of devotion. Yet when a good man is at a distance, the Lord is a sun to chase away his cold and darkness, to warm and revive his affections with heavenly love, and to make him fruitful as the summer. He kept David in a camp, Obadiah in Ahab’s court, and Daniel in the palace of Shushan. The Lord will surely give grace in time, and glory in eternity; and as to temporal mercies, we shall have just such a share as will do us good. Oh Lord, make our piety warm and fervent like that of David’s, that we may be thine in public life, as well as when like Mary seated at thy feet. 

85 Psalm 85 

Verses 1-13
Psalms 85:1. Brought back the captivity of Jacob. Part of this psalm at least appears to have been composed after the return from captivity, or it may have been adapted to that happy occasion, when the Lord revived the broken heart of his people.

Psalms 85:2. Thou hast forgiven, or borne away the iniquity of thy people, as the ancient scapegoat carried away iniquity to the desert. Leviticus 16:20.

Psalms 85:11. Truth shall spring out of the earth. We have a very remarkable comment here by the learned rabbi Jotten. “Truth shall not be born, but shall spring out of the earth, because the generation of the Messiah is not as with other creatures. He shall not be begotten with carnal coition: therefore no one has named his Father, who must be concealed till he himself shall declare him.” The same rabbi adds, “You have said we are orphans; such a one, saith the Lord, shall your Redeemer be, whom I will give you.”—See Dr. Lightfoot, vol. 2. fol. p. 385. Morney de Verit. Christ. Rel. cap. 28. This very remarkable comment claims the particular attention of christians as well as jews.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm contains a pious and grateful review of God’s instructive providence towards his people. It celebrates his peculiar goodness in forgiving, and in covering all their sins: and personal and national pardons are among the first of God’s blessings.

It prays the Lord to perfect the renovation of the people, that his anger might for ever cease, and that mercy from heaven, and obedience of heart might distinguish all their future years. Then the rising prosperity of David, and the glory of Solomon would be the heritage of their children.

We have the confidence and the waiting which followed prayer. I will hear what God the Lord will say. The prophet, feeling that his prayer found access, was confident that the Lord would speak peace to his people, according to the blessings of his covenant, and to his saints; or as the Septuagint reads, to them that turn to him with their heart. But he cautions them against relapse, for never was folly greater than when Israel forsook his God. While praying for the good of Israel, he kept his eye on the Messiah: surely his salvation is nigh to them that fear him, that glory may dwell in the land. Daniel had viewed this salvation in the vision of seventy weeks, and that time was wasting fast away. Hence when praying for ourselves and the church, let us always keep our eye and heart on the glorious things which are spoken of his coming and kingdom.

Both in Israel’s restoration, and man’s redemption, the perfections of God are harmonized. The sin of Israel made a schism in God’s economy; but he showed mercy. His truth was glorified in bringing upon them all the evils which Moses had foretold. Deuteronomy 28. Now also the righteous arm of God dropped its rod, and shook hands with peace. But the true and full application of this glorious text, as is obvious from the connection, is appropriate to our redemption by Jesus Christ. Sin, if we may so speak, set the attributes of God at variance, and produced discord in his kingdom. Justice frowned on man; truth required his punishment; but mercy, goodness, and love, pleaded in his behalf. Mercy here seemed to say, justice requires indeed a satisfaction, and truth has said that man shall surely die. Yet says mercy, there is a difference between fallen man and fallen angels: they fell by their own pride, but man was ruined by their malice. Here all was silence; all counsel failed. Then said the Son, I will go down and clothe myself with flesh, and sustain the punishment, magnify the law, and give man a better paradise than Adam lost. Here all the sister graces seem to have sprung into each other’s arms and embraced. Jesus Christ hath reconciled all things to himself on the cross. His oblation has made it honourable and safe for God to pardon the penitent. And if God spared not his own Son, what creature will dare to sin? And what creature can sin against so much love? 

86 Psalm 86 

Verses 1-17
Title. A prayer of David. All antiquity, and all the versions, support this title.

Psalms 86:2. I am holy, I have not done any wrong to Saul, nor to Absalom, nor indeed to any of the families which have followed the house of Saul. Having received a special anointing, he was “holy;” and it was David’s great concern to live in holy communion and fellowship with God.

Psalms 86:8. Among the gods, the kings and princes of the gentiles, there is none like thee. I therefore seek help from thee alone, and not from alliances with the heathen. David believed, as in Psalms 86:9, that all those princes and nations should come and worship before the Lord.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm was written under Saul’s persecution, or some revolt of wicked men; but the substance of it will be found comprised in many of the preseding psalms. David’s asking a token for good, Psalms 86:17, may imply some outward help of providence, connected with inward comfort in devotion; for divine comfort assures us of pardon, prompts us to duty, and supports us in the day of trouble. Let us here learn the true way of approaching God in our griefs; for he is full of compassion, and there is none like him among the gods whom the gentiles adore. 

87 Psalm 87 

Verses 1-7
Psalms 87:1. His foundation is in the holy mountains. The hills of Zion and Moriah were both holy. The exordium is bold and abrupt. Mystically, the spiritual Zion, built on the foundation of the prophets and apostles, is understood.

Psalms 87:2. The dwellings of Jacob; that is, the synagogues, to whom the temple was the common parent, and centre of unity. Respecting the levites it is said, 2 Chronicles 35:3, that they taught all Israel; the existence of the synagogues must therefore have been coëval with their order.

Psalms 87:4. Rahab. An ancient name for the middle district of Egypt, which among the Arabians is called Rib, or Rif, because of its strength and pride. So Psalms 89. “Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces, as one slain.” So Job 26:12. “He smiteth through the proud.” The Hebrew is, Rahab. St. Peter, by the like figure, calls Rome, Babylon. 1 Peter 5:13.—Ethiopia. The Hebrew, both here, and in all other passages where this word occurs, is Cush. Psalms 68:3. He was the firstborn of Ham, whose posterity inhabited Africa, Genesis 10:6, westward of Egypt.

Psalms 87:6. This man was born there. The Jews had been of the lowest repute in the great cities, but hereafter a record should be kept of illustrious men born in Zion; and it would speak of apostles, martyrs, and confessors in the church.

Psalms 87:7. All my springs are in thee. See on Psalms 46:4. 2 Chronicles 32:30. Jerusalem, being in the bosom of mountains, was a well-watered city, which is understood of the fountains of living water opened in the heart. John 7:38.

REFLECTIONS.
This beautiful and favourite psalm celebrates, as does also Psalms 48., the glories of Zion. The rock on which the city stood, her walls, and her towers, all show that God is the rock of his church; and that the glory of his dwelling, and throne of his holiness, are in the midst of Zion. Hence, the foundation of God standeth sure. Of all the dwellings of Jacob, the Lord gave Zion the preference; for Zion, Moriah, and the sanctuary, are regarded as one. Here Isaac was presented to God on the altar, here JEHOVAH covenanted with a worm, here the destroying angel stayed his hand, here fire fell from heaven, and the divine glory fixed its residence in the holy place. Hence, when we enter the Lord’s house, ten thousand sacred subjects should strike the mind, and warm the affections. His temple is full of glory, and his hands are loaded with blessings for a needy people.

Glorious things are spoken of God’s Zion. In this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts; in this place will I meet with thee and bless thee. I will fill it with my glory, and here will I dwell for ever.

The next part of Zion’s glory is the conversion of the whole gentile world. He will make mention in his records of Rahab, the proud Egyptian; of the black Ethiopian, who shall soon stretch out his hands to God; of Babylon, as head of the oriental nations; and of Tyre, whose commerce was a key to the nations of the north, and to the gentiles in the west.

Zion shall be so glorious that all nations, when converted, shall glory in their spiritual birth. The Messiah confers the privilege of being born from above, on those who believe on his name. Then they are nobly born, they are free indeed, and heirs of the promises. Of this family he is himself the firstborn, that in all things he might have the preëminence. He keeps a register of their names, and when he opens his book of life, he shall from the heavenly genealogy make it manifest that this man, and that man, were born there, of water and of the Spirit.

All God’s springs are in Zion. Hence also when the thirsty soul pants for grace, as the hunted hart for the water brooks, God shall refresh it with the sweet fountains of life. Public ordinances, and private fellowship with his people, shall open the wells of salvation to the believing heart. 

88 Psalm 88 

Verses 1-18
Dr. Lightfoot affirms that this, and the eighty ninth psalm, were written by Heman and Ethan, sons of Zerah, or the Ezrahites mentioned in 1 Chronicles 2:6. Consequently, they lived about the time when the male infants were slain in Egypt. But, though this be true of the former psalm, it cannot be true of the latter, because David is mentioned in the fourth verse; and not as a Cyrus who should be born, but as being then alive. Others think that the authors of these psalms were two levites of the above names. 1 Kings 4:31. Vitringa classes this, and the twenty second, and the sixty ninth in one, and applies them to our Saviour’s passion. But I think, if these sorrows had a reference to Christ, the psalm, like the other two, would have closed with a bright aspect. Hence the judicious Claude and others do not take that liberty with this remarkable psalm.

Title. Leannoth, a wind instrument proper for pensive tones.—Heman, the Ezrahite. See 1 Kings 4:31, where it is said that Solomon was wiser than this man and three others, illustrious for literature.

Psalms 88:5. Free among the dead, like the slain. I dwell in solitude, immured, and exempt from the duties of life. So the word is used in 2 Chronicles 26:21, respecting the secluded state of a leper. It had been more consoling, if like St. Paul, he had cheered the prison-house with the bright hope that the Lord had laid up a crown of righteousness for him, and for all them that love his appearing.

Psalms 88:6. Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit. The grave of trouble, darkness, and depression.

Psalms 88:11. Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? David uses the same argument in Psalms 30., to excite the divine compassion. He repeats his pathetic addresses. “In the morning shall my prayer prevent thee,” as when, in time of great need, we gain a benefactor’s ear before he has entered on the business of the day. Morning prayer, like a morning fire, burns clear.

REFLECTIONS.
After the bright view of Zion, and the glorious hope of her children, so richly painted in the preseding psalm, we find here one of her sons suffering solitude, covered with a cloud, and crying day and night to the Lord; for his people in this world are not exempt from anguish and affliction. The psalmist however was most afflicted with an apprehension that God was angry with him, and consequently, that he suffered all his waves to go over his head. How natural is it for a desponding mind to feast itself in drawing dark and gloomy conclusions.

Because this pious and devout man conceived himself to be an object of divine displeasure, he thought that God had inclined the heart of his acquaintance, his friends and lovers, to stay away from him. Yea, to abandon him as an abomination, as a carcase in the grave, free among the dead. We should learn to show compassion to christians afflicted with nervous and desponding fears, that Satan may not take occasion to tempt them. It is however a painful task; for they reject comfort, and make ingenious replies to all the promises. As a bird has ranged his cage a thousand times, and found no avenue of escape, so they have already reviewed the promises, and drawn the awful conclusion, that help and hope for the present are fled away. But what can we do? God spares them, and friends must have patience. We must still repeat the same things, and divert them from the object of their gloom by cheering subjects. We must pray for them, for God can restore both body and soul in answer to prayer.

Persons so afflicted, on every subject but that under which they groan, are often distinguished by strength of intellect, and are possessed of the finest imagination. Of this we have proof in this psalm. The whole style of pleading with God is sublimely grand; the arguments are just, and penetrating beyond all that comment can convey. Now if God, the gracious God, shall please for a while to afflict us, let us be assured it is for some good. Perhaps our proud and assuming heart needs abasing. Perhaps it might hurry us into dissipation; and therefore it is better for us to be mourning at home, than rioting in gay life. Or should it prove a hopeless case of melancholy, let families be comforted by our Saviour’s word. This man hath not sinned, nor yet have his parents, so as to occasion the calamity; but one man is born blind, that all the country may be thankful for their eyesight; and another is caused to despond, that others may be thankful for reason. 

89 Psalm 89 

Verses 1-52
The time of this ode is gathered from the text; it was written after Rahab, the proud Egyptian kingdom, Psalms 87:4, was broken to pieces, Psalms 89:10; and after the hedge, the wall of Jerusalem, was taken away; and after the crown of David’s house was cast down to the ground: Psalms 89:38-45. Therefore it is a pensive ode, sung in Babylon when all the Hebrew hopes rested on the Messiah, the true David, and shepherd of Israel, as in Ezekiel 34. The Chaldee paraphrase, like the doctors of the christian church, refers all those expressions to the Messiah.

Psalms 89:27. I will make him—higher than the kings of the earth. David, the youngest son of Jesse, was by adoption God’s firstborn as king of Israel; but the view of faith, over the tops of the mountains, regards Christ, who is King of kings and Lord of lords.

Psalms 89:35. Once have I sworn by my holiness, that I will not lie to David. Here are first to be understood, the temporal covenant given to David; and secondly, the spiritual covenant in Christ. The first waxed old like the tabernacle, the second shone like the sun; and the church, like the full orbed moon, reflected the glory. All covenants therefore are frail in man, but sure in Christ. Thus the church in time of trouble hung all her hopes on Christ, who is called “The sure mercies of David.” Isaiah 55:4. God has said of Zion, here is my rest for ever and ever.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm, after a fine versification of the promises God had made to David by Nathan the prophet, 2 Samuel 7., fervently looks to the Messiah, and pleads for restoration.

We have first, the covenant itself; and the grace of this covenant made the church sing of mercies in the time of sorrow and distress. God by an oath promised David that he would not take the throne from him, as he had done from the house of Saul: and then in the most delightful language of faith, he celebrates the perfections of God who had promised. Who in the heavens can be compared to the Lord? Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened to him? He stilleth the raging of the sea. Judgment and justice are the habitation of his throne. Blessed then are the people who know the joyful sound. When the silver trumpet sounded in the camp, the courts and the people crowded to hear the law, and listen to its gracious promises. Numbers 10:9-10. Vowing obedience, they walked in the light of truth and love, were exalted to national glory and personal purity, not by their own, but by the Lord’s righteousness; for enthroned among them, he fulfilled all his gracious words. He exalted their horn by his favour, and the Holy One was their defence.

In David we have an illustrious type of Christ. He spoke in vision to Samuel, the holy one, saying, I have laid help on one that is mighty. When the nine nations conspired against Zion, David vanquished them all; and when the kings of the earth took counsel against the Lord Christ, he that sits in the heavens laughed them to scorn. God has laid help on one that is mighty, whose own arm brought salvation; and he is still able to save to the uttermost all that come to God by him. He broke the Jewish and the Roman power in pieces, and he will soon include all seas and rivers in the bounds of his empire; for he sits upon the throne of his father David for ever.

The end of God’s covenant is connected with means. To introduce the Messiah, and effectuate the redemption of man, God promised that if David’s children should sin, he would visit their iniquities with stripes, but not eject his family from the throne. This for a long time the Lord did, and by singular interpositions of providence. After the Babylonian captivity, the Asmonean family were mostly governors in Judea, and were regarded as the lawful heirs of the crown, though sometimes the highpriest, and others, swayed the sceptre as viceroys.

The rod and the stripes here claim serious attention, and providence must give its own comment. Amnon, Absalom, and Adonijah came to a tragic end. Ahaziah king of Judah, and forty two of his brethren, perished by their connection with Ahab’s house. Athaliah, on the death of her husband, slew all the rest in Jerusalem, except Joash an infant. And Nebuchadnezzar slew all the princes of Judah before the eyes of Zedekiah; the very men who had used all their influence with the king, that Jeremiah might be put to death. If this then is the rod, and these the stripes, there is danger lest backsliders and apostates should wrest the scriptures to their own destruction; and while they expect but a few crosses and afflictions, they may, like Absalom and others, die in the grossest sins. David, who best understood the conditions of his own covenant, after charging Solomon to serve his father’s God, closed with this sanctifying caution: But if thou forsake him, and rebel, he will cast thee off for ever.

From the Selah, Psalms 89:4, we have Israel’s and the church’s prayer for healing and restoration. Hence at the worst of times, the promises can yield us comfort and support. Hope, rounded on the promise, is our anchor-hold which bears up the ship in the tempest, as in the calm. Blessed then be the name of the Lord for ever. 

90 Psalm 90 

Verses 1-17
The fourth book of Hebrew psalms opens here. The characters of the composition are majestic and sublime beyond imitation. The Chaldaic says, that this was a prayer of Moses, when the Hebrews were cut off in the desert. See note on Psalms 90:10.

Psalms 90:1. Our dwelling-place, עון on, or as the Gothic, wone, to dwell, to inhabit, to co-inhabit: the reference is to the mercyseat. The LXX, Vulgate, and other Versions read, “place of defence,” or refuge; for in God is our refuge, even from the strokes of divine justice.

Psalms 90:3. Thou turnest man to destruction. Hebrews דכא dakka. This word in the Arabic signifies dust; and is supposed by Michäelis to have the same signification in the Hebrew; for which however there is no sufficient authority. It is therefore by no means clear, that this text relates to the resurrection of the human body. Yet many so understand it.

Psalms 90:4. A thousand years. According to the chronology of the Samaritan pentateuch, it was about a thousand years from the flood to the time of Moses. See on Genesis 11:13.

Psalms 90:10. The days of our years are threescore years and ten. This is a Hebraism, like that which Jacob used to Pharaoh when telling his age: “The days of the years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty years.”

Genesis 47:9. This affords a presumptive proof that the author of Genesis, and of this psalm, is the same Moses. But it has been objected, that Moses and other contemporaries lived more than eighty years. Answer, some did; yet the judges and the kings did not live longer; and the judges immediately succeeded Moses, and Joshua his contemporary. It is now only about one in a hundred thousand that exceeds a hundred years.

Psalms 90:14. Oh satisfy us early with thy mercy. Cheer and revive us after visitations for sin, as the earth is revived with showers of rain.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses evidently composed this psalm when his mind was deeply impressed with some awful visitation on the people of Israel. They were cut off with the pestilence, with the burning, with the serpents, and all but two fell by the common sentence at Kadesh. It is really difficult to enter into the fine and impressive sentiment of the prophet. He associates himself with a sinful and suffering people; and conscious that there is no retreat from God, he flies with confidence to the arm of vengeance for protection. Lord, thou hast been our refuge, our hiding place, from one generation to another: since the day that Abraham left Haran to this time, thou hast protected us by thy power. Therefore thou alone art our rock and everlasting defence.

He next views God as the father of eternity, the maker of the world, and the judge of all the earth. In comparison of his existence, all the long-lived fathers died in infancy; and their children covering the earth, with passions unreined, were turned to destruction by the deluge. And though it were then about a thousand years since they fell, God, pitying human nature, had said, return, convertimini filii hominum, come again ye children of men. And lo, the earth was filled with people, and somewhat better than the old world.

Moses, the more to prevail with God to mitigate the punishments of Israel, finely expatiates on the shortness and calamities of life. As the peaceful flocks will often couch near a river, and on a soil somewhat elevated, till they are insulated and carried away by the rising flood, so the wicked, fattening at ease, and blinded by attachment to life, are surrounded and swept away by the visitations of God. Thus the life of man, short and calamitous in itself, is shortened as the watch in the night, and all his boasted works vanish as a vision, and are forgotten as a tale. In another view, though man flourish as the grass refreshed with the morning dew, and youth bloom as the flower at noon, the scythe of war or pestilence cuts him down, and he withers away.

Moses is careful to glorify God by connecting Israel’s punishment with Israel’s sins. All their iniquities and secret sins were brought into open court. He trembled, and exclaimed, Who knoweth the power of thine anger; for the terrors of punishment correspond with the terrors of conscience. Prout terribilis es, furorem tuum; as thou art terrible in majesty, so is thy anger in the day of visitation. Earthly judges punish open crimes, but the allseeing Judge takes cognizance of secret sins.

Moses prays that we may be so instructed by the brevity of life, and all its afflictions, as to apply our hearts unto wisdom. And what better wisdom can we learn than what this psalm suggests? To revere the eternity of God, to take refuge in him, to build nothing on a life so short and uncertain, to pray for pardon and purity, and to do every action of life with a view to futurity, and the approbation of God. So shall the beauty or glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us. His presence will be with us, as the cloud was on Israel; and he will instruct both us and our children in the glory of his works. 

91 Psalm 91 

Verses 1-16
This psalm is sent down to us as an ode of praise by David, written when the pestilence was stayed. The Targum considers it as a dialogue between David and Solomon, giving the Almighty the final word. But whoever was the author, the sublime and beautiful are joined in the composition. Like the pectoral of the highpriest, it is studded with gems of logic, and brilliants of rhetoric. The views of a protecting providence are set forth to perfection, and built on facts in the extraordinary preservation of holy men.

Psalms 91:1. The secret place of the Most High, where he resides on the mercyseat. There the refugee covers himself with the shield of omnipotence. All the evils of the fowler’s snares, of pestilence and war, are set at defiance.

Psalms 91:4. He shall cover thee with his feathers, the wings of the cherubim. Ezekiel 1:6.

Psalms 91:7. Thousands shall fall in battle. David could say this with confidence, for God had always covered his head in the day of battle. To others, both in war and pestilence, this special favour has been denied.

Psalms 91:11. He shall give his angels charge over thee, as illustrated in Psalms 34:7. The repetition seems a further proof that David was the author of this psalm.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm describes the happiness of the man who is in close covenant with God. The numerous perils of the night, and all the dangers of the day, shall not make him afraid; whether the arrow which pierces in a moment, or the pestilence which destroys in an hour, either at noonday or at night. Likewise in the dreadful carnage, when whole columns are cut in pieces, the good man shall be safe, even while a spectator of the Lord’s tragic work. When he also ventures into the forests, he shall receive no harm from the furious lion, or the subtle serpent; these shall be subject to his power. But the psalm is to be understood of a good man under God’s special protection, of the man whom he loves, and whom he has called to do a great work in the earth. Paul at Corinth had the promise, “No man shall set on thee to hurt thee.” Likewise when at sea, the Lord said to him, “Lo I have given thee all the souls that sail with thee in the ship.” God gave his angels charge to keep him; and of His marvellous protection, history abounds with examples. But we should learn from those words which Satan adduced to our Saviour, not to tempt providence; for the wise man and the fool often die together, or fall alike by the same stroke. And in a spiritual view we should be still more confident of safety against ghostly enemies; for the God of peace will shortly bruise Satan under our feet as the adder, and awe the lions of the earth who would devour his flock. 

92 Psalm 92 

Verses 1-15
Psalms 92:3. Ten strings. Stringed instruments, as in Psalms 150:4. These are four, the asur, the nebal, the higgaion, and the kinnor or harp: a full band for singing in the courts of the Lord. This is a psalm of David; and it would seem from the language, that the enemies were his enemies: Psalms 92:9-11. The horn of the unicorn, Psalms 92:10, designates regal power. Seeing his desire on his enemies, is equivalent to confidence of victory; and flourishing in the courts of the Lord, Psalms 92:13, gives assurance that the psalm was composed, not in Babylon, as Arian critics would suggest, but while religion was under the splendour of a devout king.

Psalms 92:10. An unicorn. Designating strength, as described on Numbers 23:22.

Psalms 92:12. The palmtree, now called the date tree, described in Exodus 15:27.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm, as denoted in the title, is very proper for a sabbath morning, being calculated to raise the soul to heaven by the study of the works of nature, and the wonders of providence and grace. These are contemplations which cause the heart to burn and the tongue to sing.

Happy ourselves, we pity the brutish man who has no relish for spiritual delights; for when the wicked spring up and flourish as the grass, and elsewhere, as grass on the house top, they presently engage in sedition, mischief and war, and perish for ever.

The righteous, on the contrary, are like the palmtree and like the cedar, which retain their beauty and verdure throughout the whole year. The date was the favourite tree to surround villas and synagogues, the most pleasing ornament of inviting abodes for its shadow and beauty. Leviticus 23:40. Song of Solomon 7:7. 4:5. Its fruits were salubrious. Song of Solomon 7:8. Its branches were emblems of joy, and were carved on the doors of the temple, to designate the ever-flourishing state of the church. 1 Kings 6:29. Ezekiel 40. Revelation 7:9. It never had a barren year. Lamentations 4:20. The cedar was tall and spiral, the ornament of the hills, as the palm adorned the vales. Amos 2:9. It was fragrant and durable, in allusion to which it is added, that those who are planted in the house of the Lord, as the palm trees which surrounded it, should grow and not wither, and bring forth fruit in old age.

We should next remark, that as the harvest crowns the year with the golden fruits of autumn, so religion is the glory of hoary age. We often see the wicked, when infirmities come, sit in their chair, and doze away the evening of life, while the righteous have their minds stored with celestial knowledge, and their hearts enriched with consummate piety. We see a Moses reciting his Deuteronomy, a Samuel going his circuit to teach and to judge, a Paul going as a missionary to Rome, and a Polycarp facing the lion. The grace and glory conferred on the hoary head of saints, demonstrates that the Lord is upright, keeping covenant and promise with his people. 

93 Psalm 93 

Verses 1-5
This psalm was sung when David removed the ark, and triumphed over every foe. But to this, and some following psalms, there is no title in the Hebrew, nor in the Hexapla of Origen, nor in Eusebius, as both Euthimius and Theodoret testify. It was written after the storms of war and commotion had subsided, and while the courts or worship of the Lord flourished; for it is said, Psalms 93:5, Holiness becometh thine house for ever. It contemplates the majesty of God from the beginning of the world, as exalted above all opposing power. His throne, being established of old, the church laughs at the waterfloods, which lift up their voice against his saints.

Let God arise, and all his foes 
Be scattered far and wide; 
We’ll talk no more of Zion’s woes, 
While he is on our side. 

94 Psalm 94 

Verses 1-23
This psalm was written under great oppression, in a time of war, but it bears no marks of being written in Babylon, for then they had no hope to rise against the wicked: Psalms 94:16.

Psalms 94:6. They slay the widow, and the stranger, and the fatherless; that is, the rich and the landed interest, having frittered away the jubilee to little more than a name, would not allow the destitute more than half bread. Our land proprietors do the same, in many parts of this kingdom; they force the widow to dine and sup on a potato feast. This complaint is proof that this psalm was not written in Babylon, as the Arians plead, to get rid of it, and twenty other psalms, as uninspired, and merely moral odes.

Psalms 94:15. Judgment shall return to righteousness. The Lord will give a double portion of blessings to his people, after complicated afflictions; light being sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.

Psalms 94:20. Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee? This, it would seem, was written when some idolatrous prince filled the throne, and some delicacy is due to misguided monarchs.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm describes the sentiments which should animate a pious prince, a zealous magistrate, and a faithful minister for the reformation of manners. It opens with prayer to God, to whom vengeance primarily belongs; and who has commissioned parents to use the rod, and magistrates to bear the sword.

A farther argument for reformation arises from the character and works of God. He made the eye, and must see; he planted the ear, and must hear the wicked speeches of men. This mode of answering brutish men is very conclusive, and covers with silence and shame the tongues of the impious. He that teacheth man knowledge by the dictates of natural religion, and by the superior glory of revelation, shall he not know the rebellious thoughts and secret sins of men? He chastises the heathen world, as the old testament everywhere teaches; and as St. Paul affirms that God left not himself without witness, how shall the Hebrew, and how shall the Christian church expect to be exempt? We abound with impiety, and the neglect of public worship. Blasphemy and sabbathbreaking are notorious in all the land. Drunkenness, whoredom, and uncleanness everywhere abound. Routes, theatres, and the haunts of infamy, reproach the nation; and yet, infidel in principle, they say the Lord neither sees nor regards our crimes.

The better to effectuate a national reformation, good men should associate against the wicked. We want associations in every town to embolden supine magistrates, to protect female virtue, and suppress vice.

Purposes of this nature are honoured from heaven by spiritual comforts. In the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my soul. Thus the divine approbation warming the heart, shall make one good man not afraid of a thousand evildoers. 

95 Psalm 95 

Verses 1-11
The Jews with one consent refer this psalm to the days of the Messiah. St. Paul had therefore the fullest authority for addressing it to the Hebrews. It was composed by David, when God had put all adjacent nations under his power. 

Psalms 95:7. We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. The Chaldee and the Vulgate read, “We are the people of his hand, and the sheep of his pasture.” He made us a people, and delivered us by his right hand, and he feeds us as sheep are fed in the pastures.

Psalms 95:10. They have not known my ways; that is, they would not know them. They shut their eyes against the light, and stopped their ears against the joyful sound.

Psalms 95:11. My rest. Heaven, of which the sabbath and the land of Canaan were but figures. It also applies to the repose, the confidence and joy, which the believer has in God. Hebrews 4:3.

REFLECTIONS.
Here we enter upon evangelical ground. David, like a seraph, animated with a burning coal, calls loudly upon his country to worship the Lord. To this end, he illustrates the divine sovereignty over heaven and earth, and then repeats his call to devotion.

More effectually to promote reformation, he draws powerful arguments of obedience from the consequence of the disobedience of their fathers at Meribah, and at Massah. Here, while personating the Messiah, with love glowing in his heart, Psalms 94:19, the glory of the gospel broke in upon his soul, though he knew not how to decipher all that the prophetic spirit poured into his heart. When he said, “to day,” meaning his own age, the gospel day was also intended. Hebrews 3:7; Hebrews 4:7-10. Christ the sun of righteousness came to enlighten the gentile world, and to shed abroad the day of truth on the benighted nations.

By the “voice,” David meant that his people should hearken to the law and the covenant which were delivered by the voice from Sinai, and from the pillar of cloud. But the gospel was also meant, which opens by a voice crying in the wilderness. The dead heard the voice of the Son of God; and the Laodicean, at whose heart he knocks, is still called to hearken.

We have next the “oath.” As God confirmed the blessings of the covenant to Abraham and to Israel with an oath, Luke 1:73; so now he inflicted the curse with equal firmness. After certain periods of revolt and stubborn wickedness, a man’s day of grace is past, and the Spirit of God forsakes him. So it was with the Jews before the Babylonian captivity, Ezekiel 14.; and so it was when Jesus wept over Jerusalem. Luke 19:39; Luke 19:41. Yet he graciously spared that stiffnecked people about forty years, the very time he spared their fathers in the desert, before he sent the Romans to bring upon them destruction to the uttermost. Oh what a sermon to the christian church! How strikingly does St. Paul enforce it to the Hebrews against apostasy. One seems to see ten thousand hearers of the gospel, hearers who have sinned against all its grace, and all its terrors, about to be included in this dreadful sentence. They have sinned against mercies, against judgments, and against longsuffering grace. What then can God do more to a barren vineyard? What remains then but a suspended punishment? I tremble lest the comfort, the quiet, the assurance they feel in their sins, should indicate that there is no more remedy; and that God, long provoked to anger, should have already sworn that they shall not enter his heavenly rest. 

96 Psalm 96 

Verses 1-13
This is a psalm of David, as appears from 1 Chronicles 16:23-33. It is highly prophetic, and celebrates the full triumph of Christ over all idols, and over the gentile world. It has no title in the Hebrew; but the LXX read, “A psalm of David when the house was built after the captivity.” Thus a new title was given to the old psalm, when used on a new occasion. This seems to have been the case with many other psalms.

Psalms 96:9. The beauty of holiness; that is, in the glory or sanctity of his courts. The word קדשׁ kadesh, holy, signifies order, harmony, and perfection, which must pervade the worship of God. Worshippers should think before whom they bow.

Psalms 96:10. Say—the Lord reigneth. Justin Martyr complains that the Jews had in some copies of the LXX, cut off the adjection in this verse: απο του ξυλον, by the tree, meaning the wood of the cross. So this text is cited by Tertullian, by Augustine, by Arnobius, and in the old Roman Psalter. Regnavit à ligno Deus, God hath reigned from the tree. This is a grand idea, for on the cross he triumphed over principalities and powers.

Psalms 96:12. Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice. When the Hebrew choir played and sung in the country, the rocks and woods echoed back the song, anticipating the future joys of the church, when the gentiles shall be converted to the faith.

REFLECTIONS.
David, irradiated with a beam of evangelical glory, was here carried away in spirit to future times. He published this psalm on account of temporal blessings, 1 Chronicles 16.; but like Isaiah, he connected them with blessings spiritual and eternal: chap. 55. For these blessings he calls upon Israel to sing a new song; but the impetuosity of the Spirit led him to add a portion for the gentiles. Sing unto the Lord all the earth.

He exhorts his nation to declare the glorious marvels of the Lord, that the gentiles might be converted. So the wonders of the Lord towards Israel, and the wonders of grace in the redemption of the world were published in all nations by the apostles, and the energies of converting grace accompanied the word. The contrast between the living God and dumb idols, between his glory and their shame, is urged as a farther motive for doing this; for all the gods of the gentiles were mere idols, vain and useless figures; but the Lord made the world. David saw in the Spirit the full triumph of the gospel over the pagan divinities. He saw the holy apostles carrying the banner of the cross over a prostrate idolatry, and scorning to compound with devils. Hence he exhorts them to give unto the Lord glory and strength, to bring to him the offerings of a spiritual homage, and worship him in the beauty of holiness. The ceremonial devotion had an elegant splendour, but its greatest glory arose from its purity; so we are called to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth, and then all the beauty of holiness shall array the soul.

When the converted nations and kindreds of the gentiles shall give glory to God, the heavens shall rejoice and the earth be glad. The fields shall look more gay, and the trees of the wood, as though elevated to intelligence, and partakers with man in the glory of redemption, shall repeat in transporting echoes the songs of salvation.

The closing theme is, that Messiah the King cometh to judge the earth. Let then the infidel tremble, let the oppressor be appalled, but let the saints rejoice. And whether this judging respects vengeance on the enemies of the church, or the final judgment, is a question which sacred criticism does not dare at present to decide; but all provisional decisions of heaven on the ungodly shall be realized in the great day which cometh on all the earth. 

97 Psalm 97 

Verses 1-12
This psalm, which opens like the ninety third and some others, was composed by David, when the whole of the promised land was given to him for a kingdom, and when God had also given him rest from his enemies round about. By this they knew something of the character of David, and the glory of David’s God.

Psalms 97:1. The Lord reigneth. Hebrews JEHOVAH, the Messiah, who comes to judge the earth, as in Psalms 50:3; Psalms 98:9. In this David was a type of Christ, under whose feet all things are put in subjection.

Psalms 97:7. Worship him all ye gods. So Jerome; but the LXX and the Vulgate read, worship him all his angels. In this manner the apostle cites the passage in Hebrews 1:6. The Chaldaic gives it as a command to all gentile princes to worship the Lord; to kiss the Son, lest he be angry with them, and they perish. The sense is, that all in heaven, and all in earth, and all in hades, must bow before the Son of God, and own his supreme dominion. Philippians 2:10. Colossians 1:18. Hebrews 1:8. Revelation 5:13.

Psalms 97:8. Zion heard and was glad. All Jerusalem blazed with joy, and all the choirs exulted with music and songs, when they heard of the fall of their foes.

Psalms 97:11. Light is sown for the righteous. The light of divine truth, which, received by faith, produces life. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. John 1:4. And gladness, with every other grace and fruit of the Spirit, shall multiply as seed that is sown, to the upright in heart.

REFLECTIONS.
How grand and striking is the way in which this psalm opens. “JEHOVAH reigns.” The nations have cause to rejoice. He is not an oppressor like the tyrants of the earth; his throne is distinguished by judgment and justice, while the sceptre of mercy is extended with the sword. The being and perfections of God are inferred in the most striking characters from the glory of his works, and the wisdom of his ways. In regard to the wicked, the description given of their punishment is highly terrific. Moses has mentioned the devouring fire, and the fire that kindled the coals on the altar. Elijah also saw the fire which went before the Lord in Horeb; but the fire here alluded to seems to be some tragic event, as the burning in the uttermost parts of the camp mentioned by Moses, or some occurrence whereby the wicked knew that God was a consuming fire. See Psalms 18:8; Psalms 106:18. Numbers 16:35. The visitations of God may be represented by thunder, by the quaking of the earth, and the fall of princes by the melting of mountains: yet if there be a literal sense, that should always be stated, in order that the spiritual improvement may stand on fair ground. This whole psalm consequently associates itself with the predictions of the Messiah’s kingdom. As God assumed terrific characters in giving the law, and in judging ancient nations, so he will appear in terror to shake all nations, and confound the votaries of idolatry.

Whatever calamities befal the wicked, light is sown for the righteous. The seeds of virtue and piety will ultimately lead to spiritual and temporal prosperity; yea, while men fear God and hate evil, the divine providence will admirably preserve them through life, and cause their joys far to exceed their sorrows. This idea runs through all the sacred writings. Psalms 112:4. But when God sees meet to try man, or to take him to glory, it is of little moment what agent he employs to hasten his saints to heaven. Rejoice then in the Lord, ye righteous; for the kindness of friends, and the enmity of foes, are alike managed for your greater purity, and the augmentation of your eternal joy. 

98 Psalm 98 

Verses 1-9

The Chaldee entitles it, a prophetic psalm. The LXX and the Vulgate, a psalm of David. The occasion on which it was composed is not known; but it is universally admitted to be prophetic of Christ and his kingdom. The subject is the same as in Psalms 96.

REFLECTIONS.
There is no principle with which the church of Christ should be more impressed, than that the ancient Hebrews referred all their joys and sorrows to God, looking for ultimate hope and ultimate glory in the Messiah’s kingdom. This psalm was composed on some occasion of great national joy, as when David had vanquished the nine nations who leagued against Zion. Psalms 83. But so much of the celestial spirit broke in upon the soul of the writer as to diminish his joys for a small object, in comparison of the later-day glory. Hence with a majestic boldness peculiar to the Hebrew poetry, he carries away the consentaneous hearts of the people with a new song unto the Lord.

The objects of the song were the recent victories, and the future wonders of the Lord. He had made known his salvation when the enemy boasted; he had declared his righteousness by vengeance on the wicked, and exemplified fidelity to his promises. But in the evangelical times, the righteousness of God without the law is made manifest in the justification of every one that believeth, whether jew or gentile. He hath remembered his mercy and truth towards Israel, and showed his salvation to the ends of the earth.

This salvation and righteousness being for the heathen world, he calls upon all the earth to make a joyful noise unto God with harp, voice, and trumpet. Indifference here is a crime, and mere negligence the highest provocation. How could heaven give greater displays of love; and what returns should not man make to the Lord?

Inanimate nature is called to the chorus of gratitude for the promised salvation. When man is gloomy, the heavens seem dark; but when he is happy, all nature looks gay. This is more than semblance when applied to prophecy, for the earth, filled with the knowledge of God and all righteousness, shall have little affliction from war, sickness, and death; and the encrease of the earth shall correspond with its population. Hence the floods may clap their hands, and the hills rejoice in the times of the restitution of all things, when Christ shall come to judge the earth. May the Lord animate all our hearts with this blessed spirit to prepare us for that happy age. 

99 Psalm 99 

Verses 1-9
All the Versions ascribe this psalm to David, except the Chaldee, which, like the Hebrew, has no title. The occasion of its being composed is not known.

Psalms 99:1. He sitteth between the cherubims, or mighty angels, as promised in Exodus 25:22; and when he is roused, all his enemies faint away.

Psalms 99:6. Samuel among them that call upon his name. Samuel among the Jews is accounted the prince of the prophets; and scarcely a prophet of note is found, from Moses to this great and holy man. He was a spiritual father to David, and this might be one reason of ascribing to David, Psalms 91., and the ten that follow. The style has a resemblance to his, and many of the words are assuredly David’s, though some expressions may seem to refer to future times.

REFLECTIONS.
Fine motives are here deduced from the divine perfections, for reverence, piety, and justice—the Lord reigneth. He sits enthroned between the cherubim in Zion: let all Israel and all the heathen adore. Israel especially are called to obedience, for no nation had God so nigh, and precepts so pure.

The terrors of God’s avenging arm are a farther motive to obedience. What vengeance had he not inflicted on nations who despised his law, and became insolent by impunity? And what might Israel expect, if after all these favours she forgot the rock of her salvation.

The love which the king’s strength, or the strong and mighty king, had to rectitude and equity was also urged. Princes, magistrates, and ministers have in the economy of providence a fine model of imitation on the bench, and to exalt and worship him in the sanctuary; and rulers should be well aware that justice cannot be adequately administered, and moral precepts enforced without the aids of religion. The terrors of God inspire with awe, and the grace of piety supplies with strength to obedience. Thus God has combined the fine code of equity and piety in his covenant; and he governs according to that covenant that man may imitate him. To encourage magistrates and ministers in these duties, the high example of Moses, who though not the firstborn, yet by a divine call is here called a priest, and he was the prince of priests, for God has the right to call whom he will. He exercised that office in Israel, he consecrated Aaron, and saved the nation by his intercession. Exodus 32. Aaron saved them also by incense, Numbers 16:47; and Samuel by sacrifice and devotion. 1 Samuel 7. When a suppliant nation, yea when one faithful man cries for mercy, heaven drops its thunder, the clouds disperse, and mercy smiles on the guilty crowd. Mercy then, more than terror, should prompt us to reformation, and to exalt the Lord in homage, for he is high and holy. 

100 Psalm 100 

Verses 1-5
Title. A psalm of praise, or thanksgiving. Chaldee, “for the sacrifice of confession.” The subject appears to be general, and has received no particular application. There is not the slightest ground for supposing this psalm to have been written after the Babylonish captivity.

Psalms 100:1. Make a joyful noise. The sublimity of the subject demands the highest vocal powers. The Hebrews sung with heart and voice, and virtually reprove our modern theatrical tunes, and sombrous airs.—All ye lands, all the habitations of the earth. Enter his courts with praise, for he feeds us with good things. This is a song of welcome to the Hebrew festivals.

Psalms 100:3. He hath made us, and not we ourselves. This is God’s first claim to our service. Men act as if they were their own masters, and could scarcely claim greater independence, had they even created themselves. It is necessary therefore, that they should be reminded of the claims of their Maker.

REFLECTIONS.
This bold and beautiful psalm was written in a high spirit of prophecy. Consonant to the covenant, and to all the prophets, it invites the gentile world to participate with the Hebrew nation in their joys and devotion. It disparages a gloomy worship; for the tears of repentance should always crystallize into the joys of remission. Hence the gentiles are exhorted to serve the Lord with gladness, and with songs. What else should be the sentiments of the christian church, when both jews and gentiles are made the children of God, and the firstborn of Mount Zion which is above?

The gentiles are farther exhorted to know and acknowledge that JEHOVAH, and he alone, is the maker and ruler of heaven and earth; for all enlightening worship is founded on sanctifying views of the divine perfections. Such a knowledge of the one true and eternal God, makes way for a belief in the godhead, and in christianity at large.

The gentiles are invited to worship with the Jews, because they were the Lord’s people, and the sheep of his pasture. These are the very arguments which St. John employs to the same effect. “These things write I unto you, that ye may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” Truly, the poor lost sheep are invited to the happy fold and family of heaven.

It exhorts them to a grateful and constant attendance on public worship. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise. So the christian church, which is now his temple, opens her arms to all who shall come with a willing mind, and fervently join in glorifying the Lord and Maker of heaven and earth, whose goodness and mercy endure for ever. 

101 Psalm 101 

Verses 1-8
Title. A psalm of David. All the Versions agree with the Hebrew in this title.

Psalms 101:3. I hate the work of them that turn aside; a Hebrew phrase for apostasy to idolatry. Instead of going up to Zion, they turned aside to some heathen feast.

Psalms 101:4. A froward heart; a heart proud, swelling, and insatiable.

Psalms 101:7. He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house. A good purpose, though David could never carry it into full effect.

Psalms 101:8. I will early destroy all the wicked, all public and notorious offenders. When justice was administered in a summary way, there was no need to keep culprits long in suspense. Men who commit daring crimes must fairly meet the bar of justice, and no lenity should be shown but what is consistent with public safety.

REFLECTIONS.
Here is instruction for princes, for nobles, and heads of houses; yea, for the humblest cottager. David as head of a house and a kingdom, here sings of mercy and of judgment.

Personal piety is the basis of family religion, and of public spirit in acting a noble part for God. Hence when David had formed a resolution to govern and reign according to the divine pleasure, he seeks the Lord’s presence: Oh when wilt thou come unto me—into my heart, and into my house, as thou comest into thy sanctuary. Pious vows and holy purposes all fail without the divine aid, and without a constant reliance on that aid.

David would do nothing in his house to hinder his prayers. He would do no wicked thing, for he hated turning aside from the good way. An immoral professor, unhappy in his temper, selfish in bargains, and careless in conscience, is seldom made a blessing to his family. His reproofs are delivered in a wrong spirit, and his devotion is tarnished by the recollection of his faults. Hence when servants see a master’s faults, his best way is to let them see a sincere heart in the fruits of his repentance. Piety forms a household establishment with a view to please God. The froward, churlish or crafty, David would dismiss, or keep them at a distance; the artful slanderer he would expel; the proud and haughty he would check and humble. What wise and noble purposes. Bad servants make a house unhappy, and teach children their wicked ways. But David had a double task; he had a house and a court; and the conversion of courtiers is no easy work. Rigour sometimes makes hypocrites. Ahithophel took sweet counsel with David about religion; but God unmasked his wickedness, and drove him to despair. David, so far as he knew, would select the faithful of the land, and make piety the first qualification both in a minister and a servant. He who would end with God will always find it safest to begin with God. He would dismiss that servant, whether high or low, who should commit a fraud, or cover a crime with falsehood. A fine purpose; and he really did dismiss Joab, his cousin and his general, for the affair of Abner; though he yielded to restore him again.

David would make haste to purify his city and country, as well as his house. He would execute judgment on criminals: and that magistrate who boldly acts for God, without respect of persons or fear of consequences, is accounted the father and friend of his country. 

102 Psalm 102 

Verses 1-28
It appears from Psalms 102:13-16, that this psalm was written in Babylon, and near the time of the Jewish emancipation. It is highly prophetic of the greater deliverance by the Messiah, whose law should be published out of Zion, and the gentiles be converted to the Lord. It was probably written by Daniel, or Nehemiah. The title seems to have been prefixed by the author of the psalm, for it is copied by the Versions as it stands in the Hebrew. “A prayer of the afflicted when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint before the Lord.”

Psalms 102:6. I am like a pelican, wandering alone in the desert, or an owl that utters her notes in the night. The pelican belongs to the genus of anseres [geese.] The head is naked, the feet palmated, the bill straight, but crooked at the end. Thirty species of this genus have been counted, as the cormorant, the graculus, vulgarly called the shag, the sulla or booby, the aquilus, &c. This bird is provided with a bag to carry flesh to feed her young; and pulling the bloody prey from her bag gave rise to the vulgar error, that she feeds them with her own blood. A gross mistake in heraldry.

Psalms 102:14. Thy servants take pleasure in her stones. This prayer refers to the promise, Leviticus 26:41, that when the Hebrews were led captive for their sins, and should be humbled and cry to the Lord—he answers: “Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and remember the land.” To this may be associated all the promises of the Hebrew restoration, and their conversion to Christ.

Psalms 102:25. Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth. The Elohim, θειοτης or Godhead, created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1. Psalms 33:6. The rabbins admit that the Messiah, the Eternal Wisdom and Word, was in the bosom of the Father, when he laid the foundation of the heavens and the earth. Proverbs 8:22. Sirach 24. St. Paul therefore knew they could not rebut the application of this text to Christ. Hebrews 1:10.

REFLECTIONS.
The psalmist here, as in parallel passages of grief and anguish, solicits audience of a compassionate God; and when men are deaf, or unable to save, where can the oppressed go but to the throne of mercy and compassion. To move the Lord to pity his misery, he utters his anguish in all the eloquence peculiar to grief: and paints it in lively colours, because he felt the pungent smart. Fever, pining, and sickness preyed upon his body, occasioned solely by the anguish of his mind. His soul feasting on its grief, forgot to nourish the body. He mourned like birds of plaintive note, or as the sparrow which has lost its mate.

The chief cause of all his grief was the slander, rage, and sworn enmity of his foes. And God having permitted all this, he connected the rage of his enemies with the displeasure of God, who brought him down to such a condition. The best of men we see may be reduced to very great distress, but in all their troubles they have confidence and hope, while the wicked are driven to despair.

This good man’s affliction was very much occasioned by the affliction of Zion. She had lain in ruins for a long time; but the rubbish and the stones were regarded with veneration. Hence God is solicited to have compassion because of his servants. There is no truer mark of grace than to weep and mourn when religion is neglected, and lies like a temple in ruins. Such were the sentiments of good men during the Babylonian captivity; and the Lord had compassion on his people.

He prays for the restoration of Zion, that the heathen, hearing of God’s judgments, might glorify and fear his name. This therefore was written for the instruction of future generations, that the gentiles who were not yet a people, might share the privileges of the christian Israel, being created anew in Christ Jesus.

While the prophet was wasting with sickness in the midst of his days, and grieving for Zion, he comforted himself with the idea of the eternity of our JEHOVAH Jesus. Rejoice then, oh my soul, and again I say, rejoice in the Lord. The vicissitudes of life, the revolutions of empire, the shaking of heaven and earth, while they crush the wicked, safely roll the saints upon the firm rock of God’s eternal rest. 

103 Psalm 103 

Verses 1-22
This is a psalm of David, written after some recent deliverance from sickness, or other affliction. The composition is the unfolding of the heart in gratitude to God, for personal and for national mercies. He calls not only on men, but also on angels to join the choir. The title, “a psalm of David,”

is supported by all the Versions.

Psalms 103:3. Who forgiveth—who healeth all thy diseases. Sins and afflictions are synonymous terms in Hebrew piety, and of frequent occurrence. Isaiah 38:17.

Psalms 103:4. Who redeemeth thy life. Hebrews הגואל hagoel. The goal or near kinsman is the Redeemer. He who, forasmuch as the children were partakers of flesh and blood, himself also took part of the same. Hebrews 2:14.

Psalms 103:5. Thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. The Hebrew and the Arabic read, as the feathers of the eagle, which after moulting in the spring, and at a great age, renews its beautiful plumage as in youth. The gaities of youth, as a poet has said of Nestor, sometimes sport on the temples of an aged saint. See on Psalms 92:12.

REFLECTIONS.
We here enter into a high sphere of psalmody and praise. The psalmist, impressed with recent mercies, and mercies of the richest kind, pours forth the effusion of his heart in sublime sentiments and beautiful language. Twice he summons all the powers of his soul to bless the Lord, as though they had languished in the duty, being vanquished by the weight of grace. When a man is labouring under pain, groaning with grief, and appalled with terror, he cannot but be deeply impressed with his situation; but after a recovery, (when carnal men forget the Lord) to be animated with these sentiments is a high mark of a regenerate soul.

The first object which attracted David’s praise was a grateful recollection of God’s forgiving love. He was one of those honest men, who always connected his sufferings and his sins. Reason in a thousand cases is not able to trace this connection; yet a general acknowledgement of this kind is sanctifying, and sin is the first cause of misery and death. Hence the interior comforts of religion are never more welcome than in the day of affliction.

Pardon was connected with purity. God healed both body and soul at once; and the wounds of sin are the most disastrous and offensive. God heals our pride by making us humble and contented with out lot. He heals our concupiscence by purity of heart, and so of every other vice. The soul is brought nigh to God, it walks in close fellowship with him, and it will not, cannot offend him.

To pardon and grace the Lord often adds a multitude of temporal and spiritual favours. He not only redeems the body from dying, and the soul from hell, but he encircles the head with a garland of mercies, and renovates the constitution as the eagle’s, which frequently live to a hundred years. Thus the Lord executes judgment for the oppressed when they cry to him. His anger is lenient in its correction, and momentary in duration; and his mercy is rich above all estimation. It is high as heaven; it removes our sins as far as the east is from the west, and is exercised with the utmost paternal indulgence.

When a good man falls as the grass and the flower after the scythe, the Lord reserves all these mercies as the heritage of his children, provided they keep his covenant and do his commandments. What arguments are here addressed to us and our children, to serve and praise the Lord. No father is more paternal to an afflicted child, than the Lord is to his saints in the day of trouble.

Unable adequately to praise the Lord, but seeing he had his throne in the heavens, as well as on the earth, he invites the holy angels and all the obedient hosts above to bless his holy name, while his grateful soul should do its utmost to glorify him in a humble sphere. 

104 Psalm 104 

Verses 1-35
This psalm has no title in the Hebrew, but it is ascribed to David by the LXX, and by most of the Versions. It celebrates the works of God in the creation of the world, and in strains worthy of the royal psalmist.

Psalms 104:2. With light as with a garment. St. Paul says, “he dwelleth in light.” He said in the creation, “Let there be light.” He appeared of old in glory, and in a cloud. The heathen poets represent the gods as appearing clothed in luminous clouds, or with a rainbow.

Psalms 104:3. Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters; who maketh the clouds his chariot. See on Deuteronomy 33:26. The dense clouds are represented as the secret chambers of the Most High, where he prepares the rain, and whence he utters his voice in thunders.

Psalms 104:4. Who maketh his angels spirits, like the soul of man. Genesis 2:7. The French bibles read, “He makes winds his angels, [messengers] and burning fire his servants.” How does he do that? Answer; He bade the fires burn Sodom and Gomorrah. He blew with his wind, and the sea was divided. But if these ideas be all, why does he say spirits, in the plural number, while the elements, wind and fire, are in the singular? He rode on the wings of the wind:—the Highest gave his voice, hailstones and coals of fire. Did not hosts of angels attend his chariot; and are not the seraphim his burning ones? The angels in the cloud of his presence are the shining of a flaming fire. There can be no doubt but St. Paul, who wrote to the Hebrew christians with the utmost caution and care, had the highest rabbinical authority for applying this text to angels in the plural number, and not to wind and fire. The rabbins are all agreed that the angels are servants of the Messiah, and swell the glory of his train.

Psalms 104:6-8. The waters stood above the mountains. At thy rebuke they fled— they go up by the mountains; they go down by the valleys. This alludes to the play of the tides for the long space of about three hundred days, during the flood of Noah, by which the old world perished, and new hills were made. See on Genesis 8:3; Genesis 9:13. Mr. Merrick, in his new version of the Psalms, has correctly preserved this idea, which has the sanction of De Saussure, of the Abbe la Pluche, and of Humboldt. 

He spake—and o’er the mountain head, 
The deep its wat’ry mantle spread; 
And first adown their bending side, 
With refluent stream the current tide.
Psalms 104:13. He watereth the hills, dry and thirsty, with a double portion of rain; for the clouds which float over the plains, not only rain, but descend on the mountain ranges. Such is the wisdom of God.

Psalms 104:16. The trees of the Lord, planted with his own hand, grow to the highest perfection. A solemn grandeur is found in the primitive forests, which cannot be equalled by the arts of the nursery; and which powerfully attracts the aboriginals to the native woods.

Psalms 104:18. The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats. There they find proper food; and in time of danger they can make vast leaps from rock to rock, and leave the dogs and wolves far behind. Such is the care of their Creator. The Hebrew word, in some Versions, is translated deer.

Psalms 104:26. Leviathan. Literally one that scoffs and derides; the crocodile, as described at large, Job 42.

Psalms 104:30. Thou renewest the face of the earth with vernal beauties. This text is cited by the rabbins in succession, to prove the resurrection of the dead. The learned Manessè Ben Israel writes on it as under: “When God takes away their breath, and the body is reduced to ashes, if the spirit be sanctified, it will a second time return to the body;” which obviously refers to the resurrection of the dead.

Psalms 104:32. He toucheth the hills, and they smoke. A sublime figure, derived from the smoke and vapours emitted from those mountains on the summits of which volcanoes have opened their craters. He kindled these fires, and they are under his controul. He reserves them for that day when the heavens and the earth shall be burnt up. 2 Peter 3:7.

REFLECTIONS.
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth his handy work. They announce his perfections, and publish his praise. They absorb the mind in contemplation, and inspire it with the tenderest sentiments of piety. Whether we begin, as in this psalm, by contemplating the orbs, and the celestial influences of the heavens, and then descend to the minuter objects of the earth; or whether we begin by investigating an insect or a flower, and thence rise to man, and to all the celestial objects which strike the sight, reflections crowd on the mind, and discover a universe filled with God.

In the style and character of this and some of the succeeding psalms, in an age when astronomy was simple, and the study of nature an infant science, we cannot but admire the aid which is afforded to devotion. The style is natural, the transitions easy, and the sentiments sublime. The sacred author begins with the glory and majesty of God; the splendours of the heavens are his robes, the ethereal skies his curtains, the clouds his chariots, tempests and lightnings, figurative of angels, are the ministers of his vengeance.

From the glories of the higher heavens he descends to the minuter beauties of the earth. Here the fertilizing springs, the luxuriant soil, and the stately trees alike display the glory of God. The sea, not less than the land, where leviathan sports as prince of the finny tribes, displays the wonderful works of the Lord. The seasons, here represented as the hiding of God’s face in winter, and the blowing of his breath in the spring, equally unfold the wisdom and care of providence. The spring opens his treasures, the summer displays his beauty, the autumn bestows his bounty, and rude winter gives repose to nature, and prepares her for all the vigour of the returning year. Thus the whole creation is an overflowing of the divine goodness, said a high display of his perfections. Consequently, the sole duty of man is to contemplate, to adore, and conform his heart and life to the divine pleasure. He should learn of angels to cry continually, holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

The man, whether learned or unlearned, who studies nature without devotion; who sees all these glorious works without giving glory to God, who suffers scepticism to enter his mind, and corruption to captivate his heart, shall be consumed. What has he to do to treat of science, and lead astray the rising age? His learning makes his folly conspicuous; but not so conspicuous as the judgments which await the depravity of his heart. 

105 Psalm 105 

Verses 1-45
This psalm, to Psalms 105:15, is the same as 1 Chronicles 16:8 : whence it is evident that David was the author. It celebrates the dealings of God with Israel, from the call of Abraham to their settlement in the promised land. The subjects referred to have been already considered. See 1 Chronicles 16.; and for the remainder of the psalm, see on Exodus 6:-10. It is not improbable, as supposed by some, that this psalm was enlarged and sung on the return of the Jews from the Babylonish captivity.

Psalms 105:19. Until the time that his word came. Until Joseph was divinely inspired to interpret the dreams of the chief baker and butler; and afterwards of Pharaoh. See Genesis 40. and 41.

Psalms 105:22. To bind, or to inform, his princes. Thus many of the Versions read; and it harmonizes the couplet.

Psalms 105:25. He turned their heart to hate his people. Diodati says in his learned commentary, “He suffered envy, groundless fears, and other evil affections to induce the Egyptians to hate the Israelites, as much as they had once loved them.” This is a uniform case in providence: when men dally with sin, and secretly cherish it in their hearts, God usually gives them up to it in his anger.

Psalms 105:28. He sent darkness—and they rebelled not against his word, which required them to be circumcised, about the time of this darkness which fell on the Egyptians, as stated in Exodus 10:23.

Psalms 105:39. He spread a cloud. This adds something to what is said of the cloudy pillar in Exodus 13., for it indicates that the cloud was large.

Psalms 105:41. They ran—like a river. The earthquake might contribute to the superabundance of the waters, by pressing in the superincumbent strata.

Psalms 105:45. Praise ye the Lord. Hebrews Hallelujah. Justin Martyr adds here, Praise ye with joy to God.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm is a sort of Te Deum in the Hebrew church, surveying the care of providence over them from the calling of Abraham, till Joshua had divided the land by lot. From which we gather, that we are so to review past mercies as to trace the neverceasing care of providence; to learn to trust the Lord at all times, to enkindle the heart to devotion, and to learn future obedience from past errors. This is the true spirit in which we should read the sacred volume, and trace the steps of the divine economy. 

106 Psalm 106 

Verses 1-48
This also is a Psalm of David, and is cited in 1 Chronicles 16., although the first and the two last verses only are there given. The subject is similar to that of the preseding psalm; and it was probably one of those psalms which the Jews adapted and sung on their return from Babylon.

Psalms 106:4-5. Remember me. Nearly all the Versions employ the plural pronoun in these verses. Remember us—visit us—that we may see, &c.

Psalms 106:20. Thus they changed their glory. An apostle’s explanation is, they changed the glory of God into a lie. Romans 1:23.

Psalms 106:28. They ate the sacrifices of the dead. מתים metim, dead men; for Baal, Bel, or Belus was once a man, and reigned in Babylon. Minutius Octavius, in his apology, says, “You banish us to distant islands, and there some of your gods were born, and others buried.”

REFLECTIONS.
The remarks in the preseding psalm are applicable here. The Israelites are taught wisdom from the errors of their fathers. They waited not for the Lord’s counsel. Most of our miseries arise from an impetuous indulgence of passion.

He punished their sin, by sending leanness upon them; he lifted up his hand against them, and sentenced them to die in the desert. Revolt is quickly followed with the rod.

We have the folly of sin: they changed the glory of God to the similitude of a calf that eateth grass. They ate the sacrifices of the dead. Prideaux thinks that idolatry began by worshipping the mediators of the covenant, as Adam, Noah, &c. But Le Clerc, in his critical remarks upon Prideaux, thinks it arose from worshipping the angels who appeared to those patriarchs or mediators; and that Tsabi, a son of Seth, introduced the worship of images. Epiphanius however says as the text, that they worshipped dead men. All these opinions seem to come near the truth. Happy are we in adoring the one Mediator, Jesus Christ, Maker and Lord of all. We see also on a broad scale, that every new generation of the Hebrews discovered its sin by new outbreakings of crime, folly, and revolt. We should therefore train up our children in the faith and fear of the Lord, who relents and saves the contrite. 

107 Psalm 107 

Verses 1-43
This psalm begins the fifth and last book of the Hebrew psalter. It is divided into five parts or pauses, as it would seem, in the singing and the music. The character of the composition, though diversified in subject, assimilates with the two preseding psalms. It is an admirable illustration of the doctrine of a gracious providence, and calculated to excite gratitude and confidence in the Lord.

Psalms 107:4. They wandered—in a solitary way. The Lord led them in the way of the wilderness, that they might not see war.

Psalms 107:8. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, his mercy. This verse is four times repeated, after the fourfold mercies here celebrated. The first from wanderings in the desert; the second from famine and various captivities; the third from diseases and death; the fourth from dangerous voyages at sea.

Psalms 107:10. Such as sit in darkness. Ancient prisons were mostly dark and noisome places, the air and effluvia calculated to generate disease and death. The jail fever in Narrow Wine Street, Bristol, spread into the city with alarming consequences. Our Howard, of immortal memory in the circles of benevolence, stirred up a great part of Europe to meliorate the condition of prisoners. This terrible fever was understood by the psalmist when he says, Their soul abhorred all manner of meat: Psalms 107:18.

Psalms 107:26. They go down again to the depths. I once stood on the Isle of Samson, in the Scilly Islands, during a hurricane. The mighty swells succeeded one another every minute, and distant from each other three hundred yards. Between the swells, the sea was smooth as glass. A ship passing, bare poles; that is, only sail enough to keep her head right before the wind, when on the summit of the surge, the sea made a full road over her deck, and descending, she seemed to fall so as to rise no more. When overtaken by a rolling swell, she moving at the rate of ten miles an hour, it did but gently fall on her stern, and drive her before it. The sight was truly the sublime of terror.

Psalms 107:32. Let them exalt him also in the congregation. By going to the Lord’s house, and thanking him for bringing them home, after a long and dangerous voyage: vows must be paid to God. 

REFLECTIONS.
Adoration and praise were the duties of man in a state of innocence. Holy and happy, God supplied all his wants, and evil was unknown in his heart. Of tears, supplications, and groanings for anguish and grief, which now occupy so great a part of our devotion, he had no idea: and when the curse and death shall be no more, adoration and praise shall again employ the whole of his devotion. It is no small encouragement too, that these exercises begin on earth: and the more we resemble God, the more our devotion rises in character from tears to joys, and from prayer to praise.

The Israelites are here, as in a hundred other places, called upon so to review their national mercies for a thousand years, as to be animated to the highest choruses of gratitude. The same is applicable to the christian church. God has redeemed us from Satan, a greater foe than Pharaoh; from sin, more degrading than the Egyptian servitude; from death, more to be feared than the sea. Christ the rock was smitten to give us life, and bread falls from heaven to sustain us. He found us lost in a waste howling wilderness, and became our guide. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men. Creation reveals his perfections, and providence unfolds his cares. But above all, for his inestimable love in the redemption of the world; for the glory of the christian ministry, for the communion and fellowship of saints, for his goodness in causing calamities and afflictions to work for good, and for opening life and immortality to the weary pilgrim. Let us praise him with unceasing songs, but more abundantly by righteousness of life. Matthew 5:16.

His mercy extends to prisoners and captives; they suffer awhile, and then he has compassion upon them, and often effectuates their emancipation. So when the penitent is mourning for sin, the Lord shows him mercy, enlightens his gloom, and breaks asunder all his bonds. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness.

The mariners at sea, not less than the captives by land, experience the compassion of God. These bold men, “nursed in the waves, and cradled in the storm,” spread their sails, and venture into the deep. They laugh at fear, and sing to the breeze. But sometimes the clouds assume a wild and fiery aspect. They roll in succession, and cover the heavens with darkness. The mariners, familiar with danger, are cautious, but not alarmed. Presently the gale rises to a hurricane. The night is dark and portentious. The swells become more distant, but more huge; they break in torrents over the deck. They roar and foam like sparks of fire round the bow. All this they bear without dismay: they jest with danger, or perhaps blaspheme because of inconvenience. Presently the tempest, gaining in velocity, by its force carries away both masts and sails. Now the ship is entangled, and turns her deck like a rock to the fury of the ocean. Now all faces look pale, now they cling wherever they can to prevent being washed away; yet resuming courage, they cut away the rigging, and suffer the naked hull to drive before the waves. Presently, oppressed with the elements, and exhausted with fatigue, they learn that the water in the hold is gaining on the pumps. Now human courage fails, and the stoutest bow to Omnipotence; now every sin comes to remembrance, and eternity opens her portals in every descending wave. Now piety alone is great; now the believer is looking out, not for Neptune’s, but Elijah’s car. Now he looks for his Saviour to come at midnight, walking on the waves of the sea. The weakness he felt in his faith at the first onset, settles into a serene confidence. Grace rises superior to nature. He bids adieu to all on earth; and feeling the earnests of heaven, his soul rises in high route to immortality and bliss. But where are his ungodly mates? One is covered with pensive gloom; another is weeping bitterly for his friends, and his life; a third is making vows and promises, and crying to God, but more for a temporal than a spiritual life. Then the Lord has compassion on fainting men, then the skies clear up, and the angry elements become serene. And if God do all this for the wicked, what will he not do for the truly penitent? Verily he will pardon all their sins; he will turn away his anger by comfort, and disperse their gloom by the sunshine of eternal joy.

The desolations of one country for its wickedness, and the fertility of another, are equally subjects of praise. Sodom was made a lake. Zoan, Thebes, Babylon, Nineveh, and Tyre, are fearful examples of this kind. God seems to have cursed the very ground where so much wickedness was committed. Yea, Palestine itself, once so fruitful, is now comparatively barren. Tremble, oh christian Zion: be instructed by the past, and learn to praise the Lord. 

108 Psalm 108 

Verses 1-13
The five first verses of this psalm are taken from Psalms 57., and the remaining eight verses from Psalms 60., with scarcely any variation. By some it is thought to have been thus compounded by David himself, on occasion of Abishai’s victory over Edom. By others, prone to seek the origin of the psalms in Babylon, it is alleged to have been put together by the Jews, to celebrate their return from captivity. The reader is referred to the two psalms of which this is compounded for the notes and reflections, which it is not necessary here to repeat. 

Kimchi and Aben Ezra expound the maledictions of this psalm to be against Doëg the Edomite, as noted in 1 Samuel 22. Yet many of the christian fathers associate Ahithophel with Doëg. This however is quite improper: we have no proof that Ahithophel ever cursed David, and his wife was already a widow, 1 Samuel 22:9, before the psalm could have been composed. It is still worse to say that David, from 1 Samuel 22:6-13, does but record the curses and imprecations of his enemies against himself; for even the enemies of David could not reproach him with the iniquity of his fathers, and the sin of his mother: 1 Samuel 22:14. Nor with persecuting the poor, 1 Samuel 22:16; nor affirm that he loved cursing, and clothed himself with it as with a garment: 1 Samuel 22:17-18. The cursing of David was prophetic, dictated by the Spirit of God, and executed by his providence. Peter applies it to Judas, Acts 1:15; who is called the son of perdition. John 17:12. To the Jews, in their hatred of Christ, and consequent calamities, it fully, applies; and in them, all these execrations receive a striking consummation.

109 Psalm 109 

Verses 1-31
Psalms 109:6. Set thou a wicked man over him. This cannot apply to Ahithophel; he was already his own executioner.—Let Satan, that is, an adversary, stand at his right hand, to accuse him, as Doëg stood and falsely accused the highpriest, and David also of conspiracy against Saul; a just punishment for accusing the innocent.

Psalms 109:14. Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered. Sin is often strikingly entailed on posterity, in diseases, moral consequences, and temporal circumstances.

Psalms 109:17. As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him. See on Genesis 9:25, where Noah curses Canaan, and Ham his father. Let all culprits truly repent, and pray the Lord for temporal mitigation; for no sentence or curse of the magistrate can affect a man’s final salvation.

REFLECTIONS.
How awful are the courses of the wicked. They often far exceed the intentions of the culprits, when they first enter on a course of crimes. Surely Doëg, when he used his lying tongue, could not think nor know, that in one hour he should murder four score priests, and that on the same day, all their mothers, wives and children, should be slain! The faction formed against David requited him evil for good, and let loose all the wickedness of the human heart, and the long festering corruptions of a guilty people: and all who love God will shun the counsel of the ungodly. Just so did the Jews requite the Saviour evil for good: they loaded his character with calumny, and thirsted for his blood.

We have the awful visitations which the Holy Ghost prompted David to utter against Doëg, and against his children, unless by repentance they obtained the removal of these evils. But it is proper to repeat here what is said before, that those maledictions are not to be understood of real evil wishes towards enemies; but rather as wishes prophetical, because in twenty places David prays for the good of his enemies. So they were understood in the primitive church. Hæc non optando sunt dicta, sed obtandi specie prophetando. August. de Civ. Dei. lib. 17. cap. 19. But we, being neither prophets nor judges, ought not to use this language to our enemies, how wicked soever they may be.

This will farther appear from the mystical sense of the passage. The Holy Spirit prompted David to say this more of Judas, and the Jews, than of Doëg. Whose readeth let him understand: the days of both those traitors were few. Satan standing at their right hand, drove them both to destruction. Their wives were widows, and their children orphans. The days also of the conspirators against our Saviour were few. The Romans everywhere cut them off. They were driven out from the presence of the Lord, their children were made vagabonds, seeking their bread in the desolate places of the gentiles. The extortioners for more than twelve hundred years have seized their wealth, and strangers have spoiled their labour. The principal cities of Europe have been stained with their blood; and in India they are poor and wretched to a proverb. Thus their posterity has been cut off, and their name in many places blotted out. They showed no favour to Christ, nor to his church; neither did the bloody Romans, nor the misguided christians show them any mercy. Nay, God himself would not hear them when they cried. What shall we say to these things? If this be not the accomplishment of prophecy, and the pursuing hand of vengeance, we must renounce all belief in the providence of God.

David, betrayed of men, made the Lord his confidence. From the twenty first verse to the close of this psalm, his devotion rises to that reliance on the rock of his salvation, which anticipated the deliverance which in the course of six years placed him on the throne. 

110 Psalm 110 

Verses 1-7
Of David, or of any other mere man, this psalm cannot be understood. Of the Messiah, and only of him, it was understood in the ancient church. The rabbi Joden, as in Poole’s Synopsis, cites rabbi Chija on the sixteenth psalm, as writing thus. “The holy God will associate king Messiah at his right hand, as is declared: The Lord said to my Lord, sit thou at my right hand.”

Rabbi Jizhac Arama in Genesis, writes, “We find no man whose nativity was foretold, as anterior to the nativity of his father and mother, except the Messiah. Therefore it is presignified, from the womb of the morning; that is, before thy mother was created, thou hast the dew of thy youth. So is the import of the text, Before the sun, thy name was promulged, because the name of our Messiah subsisted immoveably before the creation of the sun.

The title is a psalm of David, a title undisputed. The reference above is to the sixteenth psalm, where he saw the Lord always before him; and in some such view, enjoying abstraction of mind, he saw the Eternity of Christ; his session at the right hand of the Father; all his enemies put under his feet; and his converts, countless as the rain, worshipping before him.

Psalms 110:1. The Lord said unto my Lord, &c. נאם יהוה לאדני neum Jehovah La-Adonai. Neum signifies a saying, a speech, an edict, a decree. Then the sense of our Version is correct: Jehovah said to my Adonai [pronounced ‘Adonóy.] But who is Adonai? The Chaldaic reads, Jehovah said to his eternal Word; that is, to Christ, the Word and Wisdom of the Father. Then the modern rabbins are condemned by their own books, in their blind attempts to refer this psalm to Abraham, or to Melchizedek, or to any created intelligence. The only-begotten, who is in the bosom of the Father, sits alone at his right hand, and reigns, as St. Paul cites the text, till all his enemies are made his footstool, even as Joshua put the necks of the kings of Canaan under his feet. 1 Corinthians 15:25.

Psalms 110:2. The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion. Isaiah and Micah use similar language: “Out of Zion shall go forth the Law.” Christ, as the King of kings, gave the apostles power and authority to subjugate the nations to the christian faith. Romans 1:3; Romans 1:5. 

Psalms 110:3. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power. Our bible here nearly copies Calvin, and without the authority of any ancient Version. Though the text be brief and obscure, yet the ancients should not be left behind. The Hebrew is, princes or leaders. The Greek is η αεχη, the beginning, that is, in the beginning of thy reign, to shew thy power. The Latin reads, principium, with thee is the principle or commencement, in the day of thy power, in the splendour of thy saints, or of holiness. The text sets forth the regal glory of Christ, and the exuberating joys of his people. Those who cite the English reading to favour the irresistability of grace, had better look for other passages.—From the womb of the morning, thou hast the dew of thy youth. The womb of the morning designates the Eternity of Christ, as is expressed in other words by some of the prophets. Proverbs 8:22. Micah 5:2. The dew, as in the note on Isaiah 26:19, denotes his perpetuity, one with the Father for ever. I can see no reason for the fancy, that the dew means exclusively his spiritual progeny.

Psalms 110:4. A priest—after the order of Melchizedek, and not of Aaron’s line.

(1) Melchizedek has no predecessor, no successor named; without father, without mother, without genealogy.

(2) He was both king and priest, which was not Aaron’s dignity.

(3) Melchizedek offered bread and wine, Aaron only sheep and goats.

(4) Melchizedek was priest of the most high God, universal priest. Aaron was priest only to the Hebrews.

(5) Melchizedek had neither tabernacle nor temple. Aaron’s tabernacle decayed, while the Messiah’s temple is heaven and earth.

(6) He was made a priest with an oath. Aaron not so; his priesthood being transient.

Psalms 110:7. He shall drink of the brook in the way. This whole psalm bears a martial character. It represents Christ as vanquishing all his foes; his armies therefore should not perish for want of water, like those of Cambyses in Upper Egypt; on the contrary, the Lord would refresh them from heaven, with the fountains of life. 

REFLECTIONS.
Hail, Zion, hail! Thy Messiah is on the throne, and reigneth king for ever. He has sent out the rod, the sceptre of his strength, to vanquish all the rebellious power of his foes, and has poured out his Spirit, with gifts for the rebellious gentiles. From the womb of the morning, even from the bosom of the Father, he hath the dew of his youth, with light and healing grace for the dark regions of crime and of cruelty.

Oh what a glorious sight did the prophet here behold. The gentile nations, with a more willing mind, crowding the courts of Zion with acclamations of praise and melodious songs. He saw the spiritual Zion, no more to be bathed in tears, and drenched with blood; no more assailed with burnings and with war, but exalted with her regal priest, and arrayed in glory to reign for ever and ever!

Be not afraid then, oh Zion; for though all those prophecies concerning the enlargement of Christ’s kingdom be connected with the overthrow of the wicked, he will seal his servants, and number the hairs of their head. He shall not desist, nor faint, but shall drink of the brook in the way, till he shall have accomplished all the good pleasure of the Father. Thus he liveth and reigneth for ever. May our willing hearts be the first to yield him homage in this, the day of his power. 

111 Psalm 111 

Verses 1-10
This is another acrostic psalm, but differing from others by the brevity of its metre. It has no title in the Hebrew, but is a psalm of thanksgiving and praise.

Psalms 111:1. In the assembly. סוד sod, the secret or separate assembly; for such assemblies, or more select and private meetings, the people of God have always enjoyed for religious communion apart from the congregation, or public assembly of the outward courts. Public worship being of divine authority, all men should attend to it, and David gives examples by frequently taking a part in social worship.

Psalms 111:9. He hath commanded his covenant for ever. Not the law of a carnal commandment, but of an endless life. The righteousness brought in by the Messiah being everlasting, all men are justified by faith in him, and not by works.

Psalms 111:10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. See Proverbs 3:13; Proverbs 9:10.

REFLECTIONS.
This and the two following psalms break out with hallelujah, or praise ye the Lord; and David sets the example by praising him with his whole heart. How much may one man, animated by the Spirit of God, revive and quicken a whole assembly, met together for religious worship.

The subject of his praise is, the works of the Lord, which are great and marvellous. Men who love God, will often meditate on the glories of heaven, and the beauties of the earth. These are subjects which attract the study of angels, and inspire a celestial song.

God’s righteousness is displayed in all his works. He is the God of providence; and judgment and justice are the habitation of his throne. How sanctifying is the thought!

This psalm also praises God for his peculiar mercies to Israel. He sent redemption to them in Egypt, figurative of our redemption by Christ. Holy and reverend is his name for ever. The fear of the Lord, or being supremely devoted to him, is the beginning of wisdom; or as some read, it is the highest wisdom. Consequently it should be our first duty, and our constant delight. May the Lord assist us, in reading psalms of this nature, to enter fully into the spirit in which they were composed. 

112 Psalm 112 

Verses 1-10
This, like the preseding, is an alphabetical psalm. From the Latin title, it would seem to have been a favourite ode with the prophets Haggai and Zechariah.

Psalms 112:1. Delighteth greatly. The Chaldaic, “Is expert in his commandments.”

Psalms 112:8. See his desire upon his enemies. The Chaldaic, “Till he see redemption or deliverance from his enemies.” Expressions of like import may be found in Psalms 118:7.

Psalms 112:9. His righteousness endureth for ever, as in Psalms 112:3. His alms, and a multitude of good offices, the fruits of the divine righteousness actuating his breast: yea, the righteousness of God shall exalt his horn with honour. Job 15:15.

REFLECTIONS.
We have here the patriarch’s portion: he has enough of earth, and much of heaven. He delights greatly in the Lord, and the Lord greatly delights in him.

The promises made to the father, are made with equal force to the children. His seed shall be mighty in the earth; they shall inherit all their father’s blessings, provided they inherit all his virtues. Wealth and riches shall be in their house, as the covenant stipulates, unto thousands of generations.

God will save them in the day of trouble. Unto the upright there ariseth light in darkness. God also will make darkness, or afflictions, light before them. He will counsel and support them in affliction, and turn adversity to advantage.

God being liberal to him, his heart is expanded with liberality to the poor and indigent. He will lend to his needy neighbour without interest, and often excite a cheerful countenance among the deserving poor.

This man, guiding his affairs with discretion, and having God to exalt his horn with honour, is not afraid of evil tidings. He lives to the Lord, and has no secret thing to make him afraid or ashamed. Neither the beam of his house, nor the brick in his wall, has anything to cry out against him: he has therefore a noble and an open countenance. Of afflictions, though he reveres the rod, yet he is not afraid, for he knows they shall work for good. Against calumny and the envenomed tongue, a conscious rectitude gives him confidence. He rises with the lustre of innocence in the cloud; envy retires to bite her chains, and serves merely as the dark shades in a painting to distinguish the good man’s worth. Thus the wicked shall see his prosperity and be grieved. He shall see his own substance lavished by pride, his health blasted by intemperance, while a continued tide of prosperity pours affluence on the children of the just. How then will they bear to see the righteous sitting on thrones, while the angry Judge shall bid them depart from his presence. And though this psalm speaks of the patriarch rather than the poor, God will not forget the man in humble life. He will give him the riches of grace, and repay in the world to come, with interest, the temporal portion of good which was wisely withheld in the present life. 

113 Psalm 113 

Verses 1-9
This and the five following psalms form the great HALLEL, or hymn of praise, sung at the passover and other festivals of the Jews. They celebrate, as the word imports, the shinings forth, eradiations, or manifestations of divine wisdom, power and love, in God’s dealings with Israel; and shadow forth the richer displays of grace and truth which should be afforded to the christian church. None of the psalms of the Hallel have any title, except the word Hallelujah; nor is the author of them distinctly named, but they exhibit the style and spirit of David.

Psalms 113:1. Praise ye the Lord, This phrase is the literal rendering of Hallelujah.

Psalms 113:4. The Lord is high above all nations. He is never compared to creatures, but to show that he is incomparable. Exodus 15:11. Micah 7:18.

Psalms 113:9. He makes the barren woman to keep house. The critics have noticed five of the scripture characters, descended from mothers who had been barren for many years, namely, Isaac, Joseph, Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist.

REFLECTIONS.
The whole gentile world are here exhorted to praise God with his chosen servants in the sanctuary, for he is high above all nations, and his divine perfections and evangelical glory fill the earth. No god, no prince is like unto him. Let Israel glory in her king.

He must be praised for his providence and grace. In David’s time he took many worthy men from the crowd, and seated them with the princes of his people. In the day when he published his gospel, he chose the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the promises; yea, things that were not, to bring to nought things that are. And since the reformation from popery, what has not God done for many poor ministers? What gifts, what grace, what honour has he not conferred upon them? Yea also, how has he blessed and prospered the little of his pious and industrious people in a temporal view. Truly we owe our all to his distinguishing grace. He makes the barren woman to keep house. Sarah received her Isaac, Rachel her Joseph, and Hannah her Samuel, a prince in Israel, and father of the nation. But these words are applicable to the barren wastes of the gentiles, who as a desolate woman had more children than she who had a husband. Therefore sing, oh barren; thy prosperity proceedeth from the Lord. 

114 Psalm 114 

Verses 1-8
This is another hallelujah psalm, praising the Lord for deliverance from Egypt—for calling the Hebrews to holiness—for dividing the sea, and driving Jordan back—for making the mountains skip like lambs—and causing the earthquake and the rock to give streams of water.

Psalms 114:1. A people of strange language. The Egyptian language was so different from the Hebrew, that they could not understand one another. Joseph, speaking in the Egyptian to his brethren, did it by an interpreter. Genesis 42:23. Yet this language was easily acquired by their neighbours, and must therefore have had the same primitive words.

Psalms 114:8. Flint. The Hebrew is literally callous, or very hard rock. They had not the Gothic grouan, or granite, the real name of the rock.

REFLECTIONS.
This beautiful psalm is another specimen of the true sublime in Hebrew poetry: its apostrophes are original and striking. The author of Elements of Criticism was very much mistaken when he said, that no author had succeeded in sacred poetry. This may be true of poets who write on divine subjects with an unregenerate heart; but assuredly we have a version of this psalm equal to the original. “When Israel out of Egypt came.” See also Psalm 45. 73. 137.

From the doctrine of this psalm we learn, that if God removed all the difficulties out of Israel’s way in their exodus from Egypt, he will remove all the difficulties out of the way of his church in her pilgrimage to heaven. He will shake the mountains, and make the stoutest rebels tremble. The noisy and rebellious nations shall fear, and fly back as the sea. He will fix his presence in his Zion, and give her water from the flinty rock. Yea, Christ the true rock, smitten on Calvary, pours life and salvation on his saints. Boast then, oh believer, boast against thy foes. They shall all fly back at the name and presence of thy God, whose grandeur is here disclosed for thy admiration and encouragement. 

115 Psalm 115 

Verses 1-18
Whether this psalm was written after some victory, or after the removal of any calamity which had caused the heathen to boast, is not certain. But blessings of this kind, though they justly demand praise, were but small links in the grand chain of Israel’s covenant. The civil code and the religious ritual of this nation surpassed in beauty and excellence every thing that paganism could boast.

Psalms 115:7. Neither, speak they through their throat. In speaking, the breast is the wind-chest; the larynx is the pipe; the tongue, the palate, and the teeth act as nimble keys. So utterance is performed, of which idols are altogether incapable. In the Hebrew sanctuary was the living oracle.

Psalms 115:9. Trust thou in the Lord. When Jeroboam’s hand was smitten with the leprosy, he did not trust in his newmade calves, but prayed the prophet to entreat the Lord his God, that his hand might be restored. Trust not in riches; trust not in any arm of flesh.

REFLECTIONS.
The eventful series of Jewish history marked on the fullest scale the peculiar care of providence. Hence with a full heart that nation might say, Not unto us, oh Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory.

The psalmist, confident in the divine faithfulness, retorts on the heathen the insults offered to the God of Israel. Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. Satire, it would seem, is the most powerful engine ever played off against idolatry. Justin Martyr, Minutius, Tertullian, and Athenagoras, who distinguished themselves by Apologies to the Emperors in favour of christianity, have successfully employed their wit against idolatry. After stating the sufferings and martyrdom of the saints, Minutius observes that in one view they had no just reason to complain, because they treated their own gods with far greater indignities. You condemn us to the mines, and there the substance of your god is dug; you cast us into the fire, and there your gods are melted; you sever our heads from our bodies with the sword, but your own gods have no heads till they are fastened on with soder or with cement; you banish us to distant islands, and there some of your gods were born, and some of them were buried! Israel’s glory surpassing that of the heathen, the psalmist exhorts the whole nation to a gratitude correspondent to their blessings. The priests in particular he exhorts to be grateful, for they had reasons so to be; and he exhorts them to do it now, for the dead cannot praise him. The faithful fathers were guided by his counsel, and afterwards received to glory. Psalms 73:24. Therefore the living must fill the temple, and do the work of the Lord. 

116 Psalm 116 

Verses 1-19
It is scarcely doubted but David is the author of this psalm, and that he wrote it when in exile from Saul’s persecution, or when Absalom rebelled, or on some similar occasion of danger and grief. It is a psalm of thanksgiving for deliverance. He loved the Lord, because he had heard the voice of his supplication.

Psalms 116:3. The sorrows of death. See Psalms 18:4.

Psalms 116:6. The Lord preserveth the simple. Hebrews פתאים pethayim, the hasty, or those who offend, not through malice, but frail impetuosity. Parkhurst. The Versions read, “the little ones,” the weak of his flock, whose angels do always behold the face of their Father in heaven. Matthew 18:10.

Psalms 116:7. Return unto thy rest. Be composed, after the storm of Absalom’s rebellion, and rest in the ample perfections of thy God. The temple was the rest which God had chosen. “To him shall the gentiles seek, and his rest shall be glorious.” Isaiah 11:10. David would approach with humility, and pay his vows to the Lord in Jerusalem, as in the following verses.

Psalms 116:9. I will walk before the Lord. I will be more circumspect than ever I was in former life.

Psalms 116:11. I said in my haste. The LXX, εκστασει, exstacei, in the excess of my grief, depression and fear.

REFLECTIONS.
Every fresh mercy is a fresh argument to piety, praise and love. We ought indeed to love the Lord when he puts off our prayers, and covers himself with a cloud, through which they cannot pass; but his gifts and answers to prayer revive the soul, and quicken our returns of grateful affection and love.

To heighten his gratitude, and excite similar sentiments in the church, David describes his danger and anguish. The sorrows, or rather the snares or cords of death, entangled him. He was in great trouble and brought low, but the Lord helped him through. He charged his soul to return to its rest, and to be grateful and obedient. The divine perfections are the proper rest of the soul; the atonement of Christ is the rest of the conscience; and on taking refuge there, love, joy and peace inundate the soul with the earnest of an eternal rest.

David encourages others to trust in the Lord. I believed, therefore have I spoken; though there was a moment when he seemed not to believe, but said, all men are liars. Either thinking Samuel deceived, who had promised him a kingdom, or in after troubles accounting all his courtiers no better than traitors, St. Paul applies this text to the preaching of the gospel. 2 Corinthians 4:13.

While reviewing past mercies he was so deeply impressed with gratitude, that he scarce knew how to praise the Lord sufficiently. But he would take the cup of salvation, he would drink a little, and make a libation of the rest on the altar. So our blessed Lord took the cup, and gave thanks; which cup was his most precious blood about to be shed on the altar of Calvary.

He would pay his vows to the Lord, not merely in additional sacrifices, but by praise and obedience. And how many are our obligations to the like fidelity? We are the Lord’s creatures, we are redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, we have been devoted by our parents, and by our personal vows oft repeated. Besides, the Lord has preserved us in a thousand dangers, and precious in the sight of the Lord are both the life and the death of his saints. 

117 Psalm 117 

Verse 1-2
This psalm, like Psalms 113., is a prophecy of the conversion of the gentiles: so it is cited by St. Paul in Romans 15:11. Some critics regard it as an exordium to the hundred and eighteenth psalm. It is the shortest of all the psalms; and the subject, continually recurring, has often been reviewed. See on Psalms 113. 

118 Psalm 118 

Verses 1-29
This psalm is destitute of title, and the occasion on which it was composed is not known. The style however, the subject, the masterly manner in which it is treated, and the spirit which pervades the whole, are those of David. It is the last of the six psalms which compose the great Hallel, or hymn of praise, sung at the Jewish festivals. There is no doubt that the Jews sang this and other psalms in responses, and many critics have amused themselves with endeavours to allot to the priests, the singers, and the people of Israel, the various recitative and choral parts. As this has not been done by the ancients, it is now a hopeless task; and any attempt of this kind would now be a waste of time.

Psalms 118:10. All nations compassed me about. This can only be applied to the commencement of David’s reign, when all the surrounding nations, jealous of his rising fame, entered into a league against him, and he had no allies.

Psalms 118:12. Like bees. Aristotle says that bees die when they leave their stings behind. This was true of David’s enemies, and of those who crucified the Lord of glory. It is true also of the last enemy: “Oh death, where is thy sting!” 1 Corinthians 15:55.

Psalms 118:13. Thou hast thrust sore at me, that I might fall. He personifies all his enemies as combined in one purpose and confederacy. But what were all their efforts, while the Lord helped him.

Psalms 118:19. Open to me the gates of righteousness. The hallowed courts of the Lord had been shut against him by Saul, and for these he had so often and so mournfully sighed. Psalm 63. 84. Here the Lord discovers his righteousness; and here devout men pay their vows, and obtain mercy and righteousness.

Psalms 118:22. The stone which the builders refused. The author of historia scholastica, records a tradition among the Jews, that at the building of the second temple they dug up a stone which the builders several times rejected and laid aside. At length however they placed it as the head-stone of the corner. This circumstance gave rise to the national proverb. The Chaldee reads, “The boy David, whom the builders despised as the least of Jesse’s sons.” The rabbins with one consent apply the whole of the latter part of this psalm to the Messiah. This has been a fatal stone to the Jews. See Matthew 21:42.

Psalms 118:24. This is the day which the Lord hath made. As Christ by his resurrection gave birth to a new creation, so he gave a new sabbath as a memorial of eternal rest, after his conflicts and victories.

Psalms 118:27. Bind the sacrifice with cords. The Hebrews חג chag, signifies both a sacrifice and a festival, at which however victims were offered. Moses gave a special command to make horns at each corner of the brazen altar. The altar prefigured Christ, who went bound to offer his human nature on the altar of the cross, that all who approach there might be purged from dead works, and obtain righteousness and eternal life.

REFLECTIONS.
We here enter into a high region of gratitude and praise. It is a song of praise for recent mercies in a most signal victory, or course of victories obtained by David over his enemies. He invites the nation in three classes to join in this duty. Israel at large—the house of Aaron—and especially those who truly feared the Lord. He prompts them to the duty by four times repeating the consideration, that the Lord’s mercy endureth for ever. Man might claim covenant mercies on the ground of God’s free promises; but he has so frequently, yea daily failed in his obedience, that the divine favours are all of mercy,—of mere mercy, from beginning to end.

The character of the faith here exercised in God and his promises, is bold and destitute of fear. A large portion of the prophetic spirit inundated his soul; and in his own conflicts and victories he foresaw the sufferings and glory of the Messiah, though unable to decipher all that grace would utter in his heart.

The more to awaken the gratitude of a whole nation, he recites the magnitude of the danger, which is found more at large in the eighty third psalm, where it appears that nine nations had conspired to cut him off, and to destroy the Zion of God. Four times he repeats that those nations had compassed him about numerously, and were infuriated as a disturbed hive. He could not trust in man, for the princes who had once shown him favour were now leagued against him. Therefore he would trust in the Lord alone, and not be afraid of man. Just so the Jews, the Romans, and the powers of darkness conspired against Jesus, the Lord’s anointed king; but being raised up from the dead he granted them a space for repentance, and then destroyed the murderers and burnt up their city. Mark well: David says, they are quenched as the fire of thorns. Malachi says, Behold the day cometh that shall burn as an oven, and the proud, yea, all that do wickedly shall be as stubble. Daniel says likewise, that the city shall be burned: Daniel 9:24-26 : and he prophesied long after the first burning by Nebuchadnezzar.

The celebration of David’s victories was a day of the highest glory the Israelites ever saw. It laid the foundation of all their wealth and power. The voice of joy and salvation was heard in every house, and the name of their deliverer was extolled above the kings of the earth. Hence he who for seven years was rejected by the ten tribes after the death of Saul, besides his previous persecutions, was now made head of the corner. The elders of Israel therefore, and the officers of state, followed him into the sanctuary to give thanks to God. Hence the gates were summoned, and they flew open on his approach; even the gates of righteousness, for none but the righteous or the penitent had claims to enter there. Thus Christ having vanquished death, returned victorious to the Zion above. The everlasting doors were opened to receive him, and all heaven sung a new song when he went up to the throne above. Truly the right hand of the Lord doth valiantly; the right hand of the Lord bringeth wonderful things to pass. The gates of his city are continually open, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and their honour to it. Truly the gospel day is the day which the Lord hath made by his free and unmerited love, we will rejoice and be glad in it. We will sing hosanna, hosanna in the highest. This seems a happier word than the translation, ‘save now;’ and the multitude sung it as the Saviour entered into Jerusalem. 

119 Psalm 119 

Verses 1-176
That David was the author of this psalm, no one ever doubted. It is divided into twenty two octo-distichs, having a letter of the Hebrew alphabet at the head of each distich; and the couplets are mostly metaboles. The letter was the title of each stanza, as aleph, beth, gimel.
The spirit and design of the psalm is a eulogy on the law of the Lord, that men might chant it with piety, aided by melodious airs. Such exercises warmed the heart, diverted the mind from gloom, and elevated the soul to heaven. So David employed his leisure in exile. “Thy statutes have been my delight in the house of my pilgrimage:” Psalms 119:54.

In this psalm he uses eleven words, each expressive of some particular characteristic of the divine law; and these words being of constant occurrence in every verse excepting two, it is better to explain them now, that this beautiful poem may be read and contemplated with more enlightened satisfaction.

I. תורה TORAH, the law, the doctrine or teaching of God, an emanation of the moral glory of God, shining out in his revealed word.

II. דרךְ DERECH, the way of the Lord, as prescribed in his word, and revealed in his providence, for our imitation; the paths in which the just have walked.

III. עדותי EDUTHEY, the testimonies, which God has attested to his people in his covenant, and confirmed in his ordinances and providences.

IV. פקודים PEKUDIM, the commandments, the injunctions of God; properly, his commissions, not to be altered but performed.

V. מצות MITZAVOTH, the precepts, the institutions prescribed of God in regard of instruction, forms of worship, and modes of obedience.

VI. אמרה IMRAH, a saying, a dictate, a divine maxim.

VII. דבר DABAR, a word, a speech, a promise from the Lord. 

VIII. משׁפשׂים MISHPÄTIM, judgments, decrees, edicts and laws of God. They are designed to guide the magistrate, and regulate the intercourse of society in just and fair dealings: to enlighten the conscience, and to hallow the heart.

IX. צדק TSEDEKAH, righteousness, all the covenant favours which the Lord confers on man: Psalms 119:142. Psalms 85:10; Psalms 85:13. The everlasting righteousness which the Messiah confers on his church, in the justification and sanctification of them that believe.

X. חקים CHUKIM, statutes, laws unalterable, standing decrees, as in Psalms 81:4-5. They are as the mountains which cannot be moved.

XI. אמונה EMUNAH, truth. Every divine word has its origin and existence in the Lord; faith is the subsistence of things hoped for, and God’s truth the foundation of our faith.

Psalms 119:1. Blessed are the undefiled. Hebrews תמימי tememey, the perfect, the immaculate, the true Israelites, in whom is no guile. Who, like Zachariah and Elizabeth, walk in all the ordinances of the Lord blameless. This psalm opens like the first, with the blessedness of the man who delights day and night in the law of the Lord. From this stanza we gather, that David did not set before him a maimed and temporising standard of religion, but the perfect model of one who loved the Lord, and delighted greatly in his commandments, a felicity to which Asaph had attained, as in Psalms 73.

Psalms 119:3. They also do no iniquity. How remarkably does this agree with the gospel salvation. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil. 1 John 3:9-10.

Psalms 119:9. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? When young men follow their foolish companions, and the dictates of a depraved nature, they greatly err; but when guided by the Lord’s counsel they do well. David followed his bible, and it made him wiser than his teachers. Rehoboam his grandson followed the counsel of his companions, and lost more than half his kingdom; and those who act like him are in danger of losing their souls. And how can youth, as the original will bear, “order their way aright,” without counsel from above? Oh what a glory follows in old age, when young men have been kept from the corruptions of the world through lust.

Psalms 119:11. Thy word have I hid in my heart, and harrowed it deep by meditation and prayer, lest I should forget it and sin; and that all the fruits of righteousness might spring up and encrease a hundredfold. The bible, not the world, supplies the soul with arguments and examples against vice. The ten commandments are designed as barriers against crimes.

Psalms 119:18. Open thou mine eyes. Enlighten my understanding by thy Holy Spirit. The scriptures should be read with prayer; for a good frame prepares us to see and to feel good things. There are ten thousand beauties in the sacred scriptures, and ten thousand glories in the redemption of man, and in the economy of providence, which we have overlooked in the first reading of the bible. Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

Psalms 119:20. My soul breaketh. Worldly sorrow and disappointment are sometimes said to break the heart; but David’s soul was broken in longings after God and his righteousness. This is the true broken heart, which every sinner must feel, and which the Lord will not despise. Psalms 34:18; Psalms 51:17. Isaiah 57:15.

Psalms 119:25. My soul cleaveth to the dust; quicken thou me. In moments of depression, the promises of God greatly comfort and revive the soul with the hope of heaven. They yield divine support and consolation to the fainting mind, and are felt to be exceeding rich and precious.

Psalms 119:29. Remove from me the way of lying. In Psalms 119:69, the psalmist says, the proud have forged a lie against me, a court lie, pretending that I had sought the life of Saul. Psalm 63:12. A lie is a lie, however disguised or palliated, and it is a daring affront to the holy and omniscient God. Heathen writers have defended a lie, to save the life of the innocent; but this plea has been well examined by the great Fenelon, archbishop of Cambray.

While the tyrant Pygmalion reigned in Tyre, Telemachus was suspected of being a spy; and the life of Narbal, in whose ship he came, was also in danger. Narbal advised him to say that he was a native of Amathonta, a city of Cyprus, and son of a statuary of Venus. “I see no other way to save your life and mine.” Telemachus rejoined, allow an unfortunate man to perish, whom the destinies wish to destroy. I know how to die, and I am under too high an obligation to you, to involve you in my calamity. I cannot assume the hardiness to lie. I am not a Cyprian, and I cannot say that I am.

Narbal answered; “This lie, Telemachus, has nothing in it but what is innocent. The gods themselves would not condemn it: it does wrong to no one, it would save the lives of two innocent men: it merely deceives the king, to prevent his committing a crime. You carry too far the love of virtue, and the fear to wound religion.”

“It suffices,” said I to him, “that a lie is a lie, and cannot be worthy of a man who speaks in presence of the gods, and who owes every thing to truth. He who wounds the truth offends the gods, and wounds himself; for he speaks against his conscience. Cease, Narbal, to propose a thing unworthy of you, and of myself. If the gods have compassion upon us, they can indeed deliver us. If they allow us to perish, we shall in dying be the victims of truth, and leave the world an example of the preference of unspotted virtue to a protracted life.” Telem. 54. 3.

Psalms 119:31. I have stuck unto thy testimonies: oh Lord put me not to shame. David professing a sincere and hearty adherence to the law of God, is aware that the Lord could readily put him to shame; for there is none righteous before Him. He therefore prays, Psalms 119:39, Turn away my reproach which I fear. Let all my sins be blotted out, to be remembered against me no more for ever.

Psalms 119:37. Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity. The term denotes idolatry in all its beguiling forms. In Solomon’s eyes all was vanity. What else are the gay and giddy circles of life? What else are theatres, and public resorts? Here myriads of immortal souls would fain wring a happiness from pleasures which endure but for a moment.

Psalms 119:46. I will speak of thy testimonies before kings, doctors, philosophers, princes. Isaiah 52:14. Thus the apostles were enabled to speak boldly before kings and governors in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Psalms 119:51. The proud have had me greatly in derision, as stated in Psalms 118:22. Yet this holy man did not decline and draw back in religion on that account. How many stony-ground hearers fall away in time of temptation! Alas, this is the way to lose, and not to win the crown of life. 

Psalms 119:61. Robbed me. David having made haste to keep God’s word, found a support from it when he was robbed of his wives and substance in Ziklag. Hence God’s word is better than worldly wealth; it opens resources of comfort when every earthly stream is dried up. In that crisis of danger and distress, he forgot not the law, but enquired of the oracle.

Psalms 119:62. At midnight I will rise to give thanks. David was captain of his own watch. He joined duty and devotion in the silence of the night; an exercise he often mentions in the psalms.

Psalms 119:66. Teach me good judgment and knowledge. Inspire me with sound judgment, and true discrimination. Give me a right and true discernment in all things. How many have failed here, whose zeal has been above their knowledge.

Psalms 119:67. Before I was afflicted I went astray. Youth, knowing life merely by health and prosperity, is too much captivated by its charms; but when the consumption wastes the flesh, when adversity embitters every cup, then we see the world with new eyes; then we feel its emptiness, and learn that last and best of lessons, to say, Father, not as I will, but as thou wilt.

Psalms 119:82. Mine eyes fail for thy word. As a man strains his eyes in the twilight to realize an indistinct object, so David looked out for the fulfilment of the promises;—”when wilt thou comfort me?”

Psalms 119:83. Like a bottle in the smoke. Some Versions read pruina; that is, girbashes, as our Bruce calls them, made of leather; and when not wanted they are hung out in the sun, or by the fire to dry. So my constitution is exhausted with fatigue, with hunger and thirst.

Psalms 119:85. The proud have digged pits for me, in allusion to the practice of catching wild beasts and cattle, by digging a pit in a narrow defile, into which the animals are guided by an artificial paling of trees. But the LXX, and the Vulgate read, “They have related to me unhallowed fables, which are not according to thy law.” All the reasonings of idolatry and infidelity are ensnaring pits to the soul.

Psalms 119:92. Unless that law had been my delights, I should have perished. I had fainted, he says, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. From which we gather, that the promises and the comforts of religion are sufficient to support the mind under the severest strokes of adversity. 

Psalms 119:94. I am thine, save me. Being the Lord’s by solemn covenant and communion, supplies a man with a thousand arguments in the day of trouble.

Psalms 119:96. I have seen an end of all perfection. Every new religious system, every finespun moral code, however admired for awhile, sinks into neglect and disrepute; but thy commandments are exceeding broad. Revealed religion is always, like nature renovated by the spring, disclosing new beauties to the eye, and myriads of charms to the enquiring soul.

Psalms 119:99. I have more understanding than all my teachers. David excelled in the law of his God, all the priests and prophets of his day. Even Samuel was not privileged to edify the church as David has done in these psalms.

Psalms 119:103. How sweet are thy words unto my taste. At midnight he would rise and praise God; at midnight God satisfied his soul as with marrow and fatness; and in the sanctuary, his word was sweeter than honey or the honeycomb. There is a blessed reality in religion; the faith of a good man is not dry opinions, but the substance of things hoped for. Hebrews 11:1.

Psalms 119:105. Thy word is a lamp. This is a poor dark world; man is lost in the wilderness, and the multitude stray in the broad way which leadeth to destruction; but Christ in his word is the true light; he is the Sun of righteousness, breaking with welcome lustre on the bewildered soul. He shines out of darkness, to give us the knowledge of God. He is our pattern, for we should walk as he also walked. He is the light of life, and his word shows us every devious path.

Psalms 119:109. My soul is continually in my hands. Hebrews נפשׁי nepheshi, my life. I am continually exposed to danger and death.

Psalms 119:113. I hate vain thoughts. They are the seeds of sin; and God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ. Those who cherish carnal and wicked reveries may so grieve the Spirit of God as to be suffered to fall in the hour of temptation: and we should equally hate men who imagine wickedness. Vain thoughts are a loss of time; and what is worse, a moral connection is formed between the heart and the object with which it converses. The remedy lies in all the sweet habitudes of piety and holiness.

Psalms 119:118. Thou hast trodden down all them that err from thy statutes. Perhaps he had in his eye the Hebrew families who receded from the law to idolatry, and who became extinct during the time of the judges. Solomon says, the backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways.

Psalms 119:129. Thy testimonies are wonderful, in all the promises made to Abraham, in the mystical significancy of the ritual law, in all the glorious things spoken of Christ, in the calling of the gentiles, and the glory of the latter day. The prophets strove to decipher the swelling import of the Spirit which spake in their hearts, and which things the angels also desire to look or pry into.

Psalms 119:136. Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law. When the heart is warm with the love of God, it is animated with the purest zeal for his glory; and when it cannot prevail with the ungodly to love him too, it will weep for their obstinacy on account of the insults they offer to God, and the contempt they show to his holy law. But good men weep for the wicked, because of the accumulating miseries they bring upon themselves. So Moses, Jeremiah, and St. Paul; and so our blessed Lord wept over the wicked. Not in human tears merely; but says the apostle, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. Good men weep for the wicked because of the miseries they often bring upon their children, their country, and sometimes much temporal affliction on the church. Here is a subject worthy of tears; and this temper is a high mark of a prophetic spirit. Our tears may soften their hard hearts, when all our sermons have failed of effect, 

Psalms 119:139. My zeal hath consumed me. True zeal arises from an enlightened mind, a strong conviction of the truth of revealed religion, from unfeigned love to God and to the souls of men. Then the prophet cries on the walls of Jerusalem, then Paul counts all losses for Christ but as dung, then the martyr dares the lion and braves the fire, then the missionary forgets his parents to seek and save the heathen world; then David, though indistinctly, sees the zeal of the Saviour in driving robbers from his Father’s house. Quicken thou me, oh God, according to thy word.

Psalms 119:147. I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried. I rose before the twilight and cried, in earnest prayer.

Psalms 119:148. Mine eyes prevent the night-watches. When we examine the character of David’s piety, in early and nocturnal devotion, as stated in Psalms 5:3; Psalms 63:1; how can we doubt that he was on some occasions highly favoured with the prophetic spirit, and “saw the Lord always before him.”

Psalms 119:164. Seven times a day do I praise thee, Great indeed was the piety of David: he talked and he walked with God. He carried heaven as it were in his breast, and the shield of Abraham covered his head in the day of battle: his enemies were permitted to try him for awhile, but not to do him harm. Happy also is that man who prays three times a day in his family, and four times in his closet: the peace of God which passeth all understanding shall flow with a copious and constant stream in his heart and mind. What is more, this is a peace which the world cannot take away. The trials of life, the defection of friends, and the apostasy of high professors, which cause many to stumble and fall, shall not be able to offend and stumble those who are rooted and grounded in love. They know in whom they have believed; they have done with lo here, and lo there; and they continue with Christ and his church in their temptations. 

120 Psalm 120 

Verses 1-7
This and the fourteen psalms which follow, are entitled, “Songs of Mahaloth, or degrees.” Kimchi, and some of the rabbins say, they were so called because they were sung on the steps of the second temple, which were fifteen in number, and stood between the court of the men, and of the women. Dr. Lightfoot has adopted this opinion. For the same reason most of the Greek Versions denominate these psalms, songs of ascension.

Psalms 120:5. Woe is me that I sojourn in Mesech, and dwell in the tents of Kedar; two races descended from Ishmael, and famed for wickedness. The words are therefore figurative of the Hebrews, who equalled them in wickedness.

REFLECTIONS.
David evidently wrote this psalm while in exile in the desert of Maon, and resident among the wicked and litigious children of Mesech, a descendant of Japhet, and of Kedar, the second son of Ishmael. Genesis 10:2. But who this lying tongue was is not named; for the part that Doëg acted was so notorious, that there was no need to offend by the mention of his name. The slanders which this man daily whispered in the ears of Saul, were keener to David than almost any other part of his affliction.

The punishment of lying and slander is dreadful in its nature. This prophecy of Doëg’s fall was, it is feared, literally accomplished. He fell, as is not doubted, with Saul on Gilboa; and not unlikely by some of the expert archers who wounded the king. And oh, what became of his soul? His salvation was difficult, because he made no reparation of his faults. Surely, if deep repentance did not take place, coals of juniper, or of every hard wood, which makes the hottest fire, awaited him in hell. This should induce all persons who have slandered or misrepresented their neighbours’ character, to make haste and undo their crime.

When good men are at a distance from the house of God, or driven into camps and garrisons, where they hear nothing but the language of cursing and carnal mirth, they should mourn, and look mentally towards God’s sanctuary, and in due time he will help them out of their misery, and bring them to his house. When a good man has a misunderstanding with a neighbour, or is embroiled with a faction, after explanation, he wishes to hear no more of it; but the wicked are always prepared for war. They hatch mischief, and strife is the food of their depravity. 

121 Psalm 121 

Verses 1-8
Psalms 121:1. I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills. Zion and mount Moriah, on which the temple stood. See on Psalms 125:2.

REFLECTIONS.
In the preseding psalm we found the man of God mourning in exile; here we find him rejoicing under the covenant care and peculiar protection of providence. He would lift up his eyes to the hill of Zion, where the Lord dwelt in his glory. Or if we read, Shall I lift my eyes to the hills, where Israel has the advantage in battle, or where idols are adored? Jeremiah 3:23. Nay: for my help cometh from the Lord. In both cases the sense is much the same, for he would look to none but God.

The Lord was his shepherd, who cannot sleep. He also would keep his foot that his body should not be injured, and that his mind should not err.

The Lord was his shadow, even as a broad banana tree, to defend him from the solar heat, or shelter him from the lunar cold, and the damps of night. By these extremes, the strength of armies is more wasted than by the sword. Such is the throne of grace to the saints. The sun shall not alight upon them, nor any heat, for the Lord is as the shadow of a great rock in a weary wilderness.

The Lord also would bless the work of his hands. In all the hardy and healthy labours of the field, in all the journies and fatigues of business, or in every voyage at sea, the Lord would bless the good man’s going out and his coming in. Holy happy then are they who live in close union and fellowship with God. When he undertakes their cause, every arrow of the wicked shall miss its mark. 

122 Psalm 122 

Verses 1-9
Psalms 122:4. The tribes go up, because they found all the testimonials of the covenant there; and because the thrones of David’s house would decide their causes with equity. Therefore this psalm could not be composed in Babylon.

REFLECTIONS.
Of the glory and beauty of Zion we have often spoken before, as in Psalm 48. 84. 87. But there are several other sentiments here which claim attention. The joy which David expressed on being called to worship, is a high mark of a regenerate soul. Piety loves the name, the worship, and the people of God. It is a sure proof that the affections are disengaged from an inordinate love of the world, and that the highest pleasure and delight of the heart is in the service of God. Whereas, a sluggish frame, when the man is to drag to devotion as to the gloom of a prison, is a sad sign that the heart is unacquainted with the power of religion, and alienated from the life of God.

We ought to pray for the prosperity of religion, or the christian Zion; for in her peace we shall have peace and prosperity of every kind. Our neighbours also shall have peace, for the covenant blessings are entailed on them. Our children likewise shall have peace. A religious influence promoted in a town, or in a nation, sheds the influence of heaven on all around. Let us therefore love Zion, for it is God’s house; and let us risk both life and fortune to seek its good. I may here observe, that this beautiful psalm is a rival subject of versification among poets. Our George Buchanan has succeeded well. Melchior Adamus has copied many whole lines from Buchanan. Merrick’s English version of this psalm is often an imitation of the above Latin poets. 

123 Psalm 123 

Verses 1-4

REFLECTIONS.—This psalm teaches us that when the church is in trouble and contempt from proud, wicked, and unbelieving men, the ministers and people of God must associate for counsel and prayer; and as servants look up for instruction and defence from their masters, and as maids look up to their mistresses for a portion of work, so we must look to the Lord for help, not only to understand what he would have us to do, but also to learn how to do it, and in the exactest forms of obedience. So the prophets, and so the apostles were guided by the divine counsel, and God gave his blessing to their labours. It is equally wrong to run before the Lord, and to be indolent when we see our path. 

124 Psalm 124 

Verses 1-8

REFLECTIONS.—This psalm was written after a victory, when the nine nations had plotted to destroy Zion, and to extinguish the light of Israel. Poor deluded nations; little did you know the power of him that dwelleth in Zion, and little do the wicked now consider that the gates of hell shall not prevail against his church. See Psalms 83.

This conspiracy of the nations was to swallow up Israel as in a pit, to ravage the country as a flood, or as the breaking in of the sea upon the level plains. So, oh my soul, when the enemy comes in as a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him. Get into David’s spirit, and thou shalt have David’s victory.

The character of this conspiracy was as a snare set for the feet of the Israelites. Yes; but God is higher than kings, stronger than men, and wiser than demons. The christian has every reason to give praise to God. It is not to nature, but to grace he owes his safety. Except the Lord had been on his side, he had fallen.

We should trust the Lord for the future, and say, Our help be in the name of the Lord. With these words the French protestants begin their service; and with them we should begin every work. Truly the church may raise ten thousand trophies to God; and this psalm is a trophy to him more durable than all the arches and pillars of pagan kings. 

125 Psalm 125 

Verses 1-5
Psalms 125:2. As the mountains are round about Jerusalem. See the map, where seven hills are laid down, and others rise at a distance. These hills suggested the idea of divine protection.

REFLECTIONS.
Mount Zion was deemed an impregnable fortress. A few Jebusites had retained it five hundred years against all the power of Israel: and had the Jews been united among themselves when Titus besieged Jerusalem, the Romans, though habituated to war, have allowed that they could not have taken it till famine had compelled the inhabitants to surrender. Mount Zion above is infinitely stronger still. The man who trusts in God shall not be moved: he has omnipotence for his rock, and infinite wisdom for his counsel. All who meddle with him shall meddle to their hurt. As the little fortified hills stood about the temple, so the Lord is round about them that fear him.

The rod of the wicked shall not rest long on the heritage of the righteous, lest the good man, through weakness of faith, be tempted to extricate himself by unlawful means. Oh how compassionate is the Lord, who will not suffer us to be tempted above what we are able to bear.

The Lord will distinguish those to whom he shows peculiar kindness, even the good, and the upright in heart. Those who turn aside to idolatry, and the crooked ways of sin, shall be associated with the worst class of those who work iniquity. These are strong arguments to persevere in faith and obedience to the end. 

This psalm, like several of the preseding and subsequent psalms, has no title to distinguish either the author or the occasion to which it refers. It is generally applied to the return from the Babylonish captivity.

126 Psalm 126 

Verses 1-6
Psalms 126:4. The streams in the south, which water the dry lands by periodical rains and melted snows, and so make them to bring forth the most abundant harvests.

REFLECTIONS.
When the Jews were led to Babylon, they were much discouraged. They went weeping, and almost naked. When the edict of Cyrus was published to let them go, to rebuild their city and sanctuary, it was as the awaking from a troublesome night of captivity, to the joyful morning of liberation and affluence. Now they return with singing, to reap in joy.

Here is a promise that they should have plenty, and that the plenty should flow like the Jordan, with greater impetuosity for having been obstructed. And they had fine seasons of prosperity under the Persians, and the Romans. Alexander the great was their peculiar friend. Antiochus Epiphanes and others did indeed sorely oppress them; but God shortened those days of calamity. But this psalm is to be understood chiefly of spiritual blessings. See Isaiah 55. God delights to turn the calamities of his faithful people to glory and everlasting joy; and no joys are so sweet to man as those which arise from an overruling providence, raising him out of adversity and woe. 

The Hebrew and several Versions attribute this psalm to Solomon. The Syriac, “A psalm of David, concerning Solomon.”

127 Psalm 127 

Verses 1-5
REFLECTIONS.
The man who begins the world aright, must begin with God. The stately house is built in vain, and the family multiplied for wickedness, unless it be done in the Lord’s counsel, and with a view to the house in heaven. Hence we should pray for guidance in all our temporal affairs, and for a blessing on all our toils.

Among all the mercies of a temporal nature, that of children stands the first. Good children are the joy of our youth, the glory of our family, and the comfort of our declining years: and that all those blessings may attend our house, let us pray for wisdom to educate them aright. Let us train them up to self-denial, habituate them to obedience, and to abhor vice; and in vanquishing the corrupt propensities of nature, let us bring to their aid all the advantages of a religious education. Then, if they will perversely follow the flesh, and become prodigals, we must leave them to eat the fruit of their own doings, and hope that afflictions will bring them home to God. But those faithful fathers who do their best, generally have some of their children who prove a very great comfort to them in old age. 

Psalms 127:3. Olive plants round about thy table. The Jews, in their warm climate, often took their food in gardens, under the shade of olives, vines, and figtrees.

128 Psalm 128 

Verses 1-6

REFLECTIONS.
We have here another family psalm. It compresses all the blessings of the Hebrew covenant into a short compass.

(1) We have the character: he fears the Lord. He is in every view a truly religious man.

(2) He shall be blessed in his affairs. His lands, his cattle, his commerce, shall prosper under God’s peculiar care.

(3) He shall be blessed with children, and ten thousand gifts in a virtuous wife.

(4) His children shall be blessed with health, and shall flourish like olive branches round his table.

(5) He shall be blessed in his own soul when he worships, with a blessing out of Zion: heaven shall open to his view, and make his temporal prosperity figurative of the richer grace which shall replenish his heart.

(6) Long life shall crown the whole; he shall see his children and his grandchildren rise, like trees of righteousness, to glorify the God of Israel.

These fine things which are said of the covenant might be regarded as a dream, had not providence multiplied the Jews in Egypt, and prospered them under David and Solomon beyond what language can paint. We must add, that all those blessings belong to the christian church; the Hebrew and the Christian covenant being in substance the same. 

129 Psalm 129 

Verses 1-8
The only title of this psalm is, a song of degrees. The author is unknown. It contains a general reference to the troubles of Israel, and the overthrow of her enemies.

Psalms 129:1. From my youth. When they first went down into Egypt they were a new and a small people.

Psalms 129:3. The plowers plowed, or “the labourers laboured” upon my back. Several critics, following the Chaldee and the Syriac, read, “The scourgers laid lashes upon my back.” He hath cut asunder the whipcords: Psalms 129:4.

Psalms 129:8. The blessing of the Lord be upon you. The usual salutation of the reapers in the harvest field. Ruth 2:4.

REFLECTIONS.
Here we are taught that as Israel was sorely afflicted by their captivity in Egypt and in Babylon, besides the frequent oppression of the Philistines, and other surrounding nations; and as many of the nations endured servitude, and submitted to the rigorous lash; so they were a figure of the afflicted church, and in particular of Christ, whose name is Israel, Isaiah 49:3, and who was scourged by the Roman soldiers. If any one will leisurely collate this expression with all that is said elsewhere in the prophets of our Saviour’s sufferings; and if he will farther recollect, that David’s hands and feet were never pierced with weapons, or torn with human lions, he cannot but own that the sacred seers, replenished with the Messiah’s spirit, associated his sufferings with their own. Yea, and that they often spake of his sufferings when they were labouring under no calamity. This is the very scale of argument which convinced the many thousands of Jews that Jesus the crucified was the Messiah, or God incarnate for our redemption. Those Jews could read the scriptures in their original. Their rabbins also had largely allowed that the prophets in those passages had spoken of the Messiah; and particularly so, in the glory which follows the description of his sufferings. Those Jews were themselves strongly prejudiced in favour of a Messiah on the throne of David; and they suffered excommunication for their faith in Jesus. Hence our faith is not only founded on argument, but supported by example, which must have full weight with every rational enquirer. There is no man that can resist conviction, who will leisurely contemplate the weight of the evidence on which christianity is built.

The enemy prevailed not against the psalmist to renounce his confidence in God; on the contrary, they withered in the day of affliction like grass on the house-top, when the droughty season came on. Yes, and so must all wicked men, for their soul is not watered by the sweet fountain of life; and the canker of their corruptions will consume their hopes. 

130 Psalm 130 

Verses 1-8
This is one of the penitential psalms, which though it have no title, appears to have been composed by David when in deep distress.

Psalms 130:6. More than they that watch for the morning. The word morning is twice repeated in the Hebrew; yet the LXX took the liberty of dropping the repetition, though repetitions in grief and anguish display the heart in the most powerful language. Dr. Hammond, following the Chaldee, will read it, My soul hasteneth to the Lord from the guard in the morning; that is, as early as the guard. The Vulgate is much the same.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm consists of three parts, David’s troubles, David’s prayers, and David’s salvation. It is a fine copy of the human heart labouring under trouble of conscience, and grief for having offended against God. The depths were his sins, the terrors of justice, the darkness of the mind, and especially afflictions. His method of pleading with God is a model for the penitent in anguish and grief: every sinner, conscious that sin worketh death, should plead with God as a criminal begging life of his sovereign. In the depth of his trouble, mercy, but mercy through redemption, was the ground of his plea. If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, who shall stand? If I am lost, all are lost. I therefore plead for mercy, even from the delays of justice.

While he cried under the absence of God, and awaited a pardon, he hoped in the promises; and the promises of pardon are painted with the richest tints of grace. Though our sins be as crimson, they shall be white as wool. Isaiah 1:18. He pleaded for mercy in unison with justice. “With thee there is forgiveness that thou mayest be feared.” God does not pardon sin till there has been a proper law-work on the mind. The justified soul may then say, let me no more hear that voice on Sinai; let me no more see that fire, and let me no more fall into that miry pit lest I die.

Being deeply distressed he prayed, he waited, he watched till the morning, or till the light of God’s countenance was lifted up upon his soul. Then he tasted the joys of remission, and his heart overflowed with grace. Then he exhorted Israel to trust in the Lord, and promised them the same salvation and holiness. True indeed it is, that no minister can preach pardon with greater effect than the young convert, who is exulting in God’s forgiving love. In reading psalms therefore of this nature, we should endeavour fully to enter into the spirit of devotion, and expect a present deliverance from the Lord. 

131 Psalm 131 

Verses 1-3
David is supposed to have written this psalm in reply to the slanders of Saul’s courtiers, that he was plotting treasons and aspiring to the crown.

REFLECTIONS.
The preseding psalm has described the true way of obtaining favour with the Lord; and here we are taught the true way of retaining that favour. The more a soul resembles God, the more it sinks in filial abasement at his feet. He submits to his pleasure cheerfully as the weaned child when tutored by a skilful mother: and the disposition of a little child is so pleasing to God, that our Lord made it the first qualification of his apostles. Matthew 18:1-7. 

132 Psalm 132 

Verses 1-18
This psalm is justly ascribed to David. It recites his vow to seek out a place of rest for the ark of the Lord; and the song of praise and prayer on its removal from Kirjath-jearim.

Psalms 132:6. Ephrata, or Ephratha, near to which was Shiloh. So the LXX.— The fields of the wood. Hebrews יער jaar, a wood; hence Kirjath-jearim, “a town in the wood,” where David found the ark.

Psalms 132:9. Let the priests be clothed with righteousness. Job says, I put on righteousness and it clothed me: my judgment was a robe and a diadem. Patriarchs and priests were splendidly arrayed when they officiated at the altar, which suggested the fine idea of moral glory, as the costume of the mind, or the putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, and putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, of whose glory the highpriest’s garments were a figure.

Psalms 132:11-12. The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David. When his mind was depressed at not being allowed to build the temple, the Lord promised him a glory infinitely better; namely, that he should be, in his posterity, the father of the Messiah, who should sit upon the throne for ever. Here is a promise in which no condition is named. 2 Samuel 7:12. But with his posterity, the Lord speaks otherwise: If thy children will keep my covenant, they also shall sit upon thy throne for ever—if not, if they refuse and rebel, I will cast them off for ever. 1 Samuel 2:30. 1 Chronicles 28:9.

Psalms 132:13-14. The Lord hath chosen Zion—this is my rest for ever. So we read in Psalms 68:16; but the prophet foresaw that the Lord would build another temple, one of living stones, on the tops of the mountains. Isaiah 2:2; Isaiah 28:16. This new Jerusalem, and only this, is God’s rest for ever. Micah 4:1.

Psalms 132:17. There will I make the horn of David to bud. Christ is that horn of salvation, whose kingdom shall be made strong, and endure for ever. Luke 1:69.

Suitable reflections on this psalm, which relates to the removal of the ark, will be found on 2 Samuel 6:7. and Psalms 89. 

133 Psalm 133 

Verses 1-3
The occasion of this short but beautiful psalm is not named; yet it is thought to have been written when the tribes, after a civil war of seven years with the house of Saul, came together, and made David king; when the princes, the altar, and the throne gave each other the hand. How pleasant to see a nation thus of one mind!

Psalms 133:2. It is like the precious ointment, of very exquisite perfume, which Moses commanded to be prepared, and richly poured upon the frontlets of the head of Aaron. Exodus 30:25-30.

Psalms 133:3. As the dew of Hermon, a high hill, thirty miles east of Jerusalem: [and as the dew] these four last words are printed in italics, in our bibles, to show that they are not in the Hebrew text; neither are they in the Greek, nor in the Latin. Both Jerome and Montanus read, Sicut ros Hermon, qui descendit in montem Sion. As the dew of Hermon which descended on mount Zion. The sense is injured by making a double rain. Whoever first foisted those four words into his version, was ignorant of meteorology. When the experienced Hebrew saw the morning dew spread on all the ground, he said, the sun will gain the ascendancy, and we shall have a hot day; but when he saw the cloud on Hermon, he augured rain on Zion, and all the happy land; and with the rain he augured the continuance of all the promised blessings, long and happy life; yea, by association, life eternal.

REFLECTIONS.
The Hebrew families had at the first a spacious lot of land; but if the family multiplied, those lands by frequent subdivisions would become small. Hence the brethren dwelt together; and when they lived in peace and love it was a high commendation, and consequently fit to express that union of heart and hope which makes the whole church of Christ become one spirit in the Lord. A thousand smiles, a thousand joys, a thousand comforts are consequent on a society being like the primitive church, all of one heart and of one soul.

It is like the precious ointment, or the fragrant oil poured on the head of Aaron, and the princes, which was figurative of the grace of the Holy Spirit, which alone can qualify men for sacred offices. It ran down—to his skirts. In like manner, divine grace overflowing the soul of a father, shall run down upon his children, even the anointing and heritage of the Lord. So also will the Lord ever raise up young converts in the church, as fruitful branches to perpetuate the beauty of Zion.

This unity was good and pleasant as the dew of Hermon, a mountain east of Jerusalem, and near the Jordan. When the dews lay long on the ground, the husbandman would expect another sultry day; but when he saw the summit of Hermon enshrouded with a cloud, he knew it would soon fall with blessings on the hill of Zion, and on all the land. So unity of heart and fervour of spirit is the way for the cloud of pentecost still to descend anew on his parched people, and make his Zion as the garden of Eden; yea, to bless her with life for evermore. Oh Lord, save us from all strife, and grant us this good and pleasant thing. 

134 Psalm 134 

Verses 1-3
This is the last of the fifteen psalms entitled MAHALOTH, or songs of degrees. See on Psalms 120. It is ascribed to David by the Syriac, but has no title in the Hebrew. The first and second verses are supposed to be the exhortation of the high-priest, on retiring from the temple, to the priests and levites who kept the night watch. The third verse is supposed to contain the response of the latter to the highpriest.

Psalms 134:1. Which by night stand in the house of the Lord, watching the holy fire, and guarding the temple. This night-song inspires them to praise the Creator, from the glory of the stars, which rejoice and illumine the vast expanse of heaven.

REFLECTIONS.
The priests and levites are charged not to slumber in the service of God, even by night. What then shall we say to those who compose themselves to sleep, in the house of God on the sabbath day. Behold! awake! shake off your slumbers! Stand up, lift up your hands; our God is a jealous God. Above all, enter into the true spirit of worship, with a grateful heart, then the body shall wait upon the mind; and while you bless the Lord, He also shall bless you out of Zion. 

135 Psalm 135 

Verses 1-21
This psalm is an enlargement on the subject of the preseding psalm. It calls upon the priests, the levites, and all Israel to praise the name of the Lord, on a review of his mercies to their fathers. It has no title in the Hebrew, but bears the style and character of David’s compositions.

Psalms 135:6. In all deep places; all parts of the seas, where no soundings can be found.

Psalms 135:14. He will repent him concerning his servants. When they repent under his rod, he also repents, remembering that they are but dust.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm, like the hundred and fourth and fifth, excites the soul to devotion, by a survey of God’s works in the kingdom of nature, and of his mercies towards Israel. When we also praise God for similar mercies, our devotion is aided by the objects of sense, to trust in the Lord for evermore.

The style here is distinguished by a strength and majesty which leave modern poets very far behind. “He causeth vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth;” and when the heavens are covered with darkness, “he maketh lightnings for the rain: he bringeth the wind out of his treasuries.” They who in old time, says good bishop Horne, “paid their devotion to the elements, imagined those elements to be capable of giving or withholding rain at pleasure. Therefore we find the prophet Jeremiah reclaiming that power to JEHOVAH, as the God who made and governed the world. Are there any among the vanities of the gentiles that can cause rain; or can the heavens give showers? Art not thou he, oh JEHOVAH our God? Therefore we will wait upon thee, for thou hast made all these things. Jeremiah 14:22. Among the Greeks and Romans we meet with a Jupiter possessed of the thunder and the lightning, and an Æölus ruling over the winds. The psalmist teaches us to restore the celestial artillery to its rightful owner. JEHOVAH, the God of Israel, and the Creator of the universe, contrived the wonderful machinery of light and air, by which vapours are raised from the earth, compacted into clouds, and distilled in rain. At his command the winds are suddenly in motion, and as suddenly at rest again. We hear the sound, but cannot tell whence they come, or whither they go; as if they were taken from the secret storehouses of the Almighty, and then laid up, till their service was again required. The same idea God himself is pleased to give us in the book of Job, where he describes the instruments of this power, as so many weapons of war in the arsenal of a mighty prince. Hast thou entered into the treasuries of the snow; or hast thou seen the treasuries of the hail, which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war? By what way is the light parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth? Who hath divided a watercourse for the flowing of waters; or a way for the lightning or thunder, to cause it to rain on the earth? Job 28:22. It is a great instance of the divine wisdom and goodness, that lightning should be accompanied by rain, to soften its rage, and prevent its mischievous effects, Thus, in the midst of judgment, does God remember mercy. The threatenings in his word against sinners are like lightning; they would blast and scorch us up, were it not for his promises made in the same word to penitents, which as a gracious rain, turn aside their fury, refreshing and comforting our affrighted spirits.” 

136 Psalm 136 

Verses 1-26
This psalm has no title in the Hebrew, and the author is unknown. It is reckoned the grand Te Deum of the Hebrew choir. The repetitions at the end of every verse, have correspondent examples in Greek and Latin poetry. This should not be done, except for great emphases.

Psalms 136:1. For his mercy endureth for ever. Hebrews כי לעולם חסדו Ki le-ôlam chasdo. The Hebrew word ôlam, as in Psalms 90:2, from everlasting to everlasting thou art God, when applied either to God, or to his attributes, cannot he understood of a limited existence. The primate Newcome, in support of Arianism, has strangely attempted to do this in his notes on Micah 5:2.

Psalms 136:13. Which divided the red sea into parts. The elder rabbins say here, that their fathers passed through the sea in twelve divisions. The English reading cannot be correct, though copied from the Latin.

REFLECTIONS.
Chrysostom observes well, that God has given us those most delightful hymns and psalms of praise, to raise the mind above the sorrows and troubles of the present world. This is called by the Jews, the great hallel, or psalm of praise, and it is used in their daily service. Sihon and Og are mentioned towards the close. Here Dr. Lightfoot makes a curious note, and probably after some of the rabbins; that when those two kings fell, it was just twenty six generations after the flood; and the phrase, his mercy endureth for ever, is twenty six times repeated. Hence as God’s mercy endureth from one generation to another, we learn that the church should keep alive the sacrifice of praise throughout all ages; and expect the everlasting mercy of God to smile on all their works. 

137 Psalm 137 

Verses 1-9
This psalm has no title, but it was evidently composed in Babylon; and it would seem from the latter part, only a little while before Cyrus took the city. It was probably composed by the prophet Haggai, who was born in Babylon. The hundred and forty sixth and two following psalms bear the title of Hallelujah; psalms of Haggai and Zechariah.

Psalms 137:1. By the rivers of Babylon. The Euphrates, two hundred and fifty paces broad; the flood channels, and a canal from the Tigris, as described in Isaiah 13:14. Jeremiah 1. Many of the poor Jews were dispersed to the extremities of the Babylonian empire, and along the towns of the Euphrates and the Tigris. Daniel, and no doubt many of his companions were at Shushan, or Suses; an ancient palace of the kings of Babylon, now the winter residence of the kings of Persia. It is situate on the Caron, about a hundred miles south west of Ispahan.

Psalms 137:3. Sing us one of the songs of Zion. The celebrity of the Hebrew choir, it is evident, stood foremost in the musical profession throughout the east.

Psalms 137:7. Remember Edom. It was very wicked in the Edomites to rejoice at the fall of Jerusalem, for they were of one blood: and it was not more than five years before the Chaldeans inflicted the same calamity upon them.

Psalms 137:8. Oh daughter of Babylon. The capital of an empire is universally considered as of the feminine gender, as, Oh daughter of Zion. The Greek, metropolis, is literally mother city. ρωμη, Roma, are both feminine. So also was her language of pride: “I sit a queen, and shall see no sorrow.”— Happy shall he be that rewardeth thee. This is proof sufficient that this psalm was composed before the bloody city had received her just reward. Old Priam strives in these words to dissuade his son Hector from fighting Achilles in single combat: “Pity an unhappy king, whom Jove, on the last limits of age, has doomed to the bitterest woes. Many evils have I yet to behold; my valiant sons slain in battle, my daughters ravished in my sight, my nuptial chambers disclosed to the foe, my infant offspring dashed to the earth, my people floating in their blood, the wives of my sons led to slavery by the destructive Argives.” [Greeks] Iliad 22. Macpherson. 

Psalms 137:9. Dasheth thy little ones. Isaiah had so prophesied, as in chap. xiii; and so shall all the enemies of Christ be treated, when the days of vengeance shall come from the Lord.

From an original manuscript, by C. Wesley.
Fast by the Babylonish tide, The tide our sorrows made to flow, We dropt our weary limbs and cried, In deep distress at Zion’s woe; Her we bewailed in speechless groans, In bondage with her captive sons. Our harps, no longer vocal now, We cast aside untuned, unstrung, Forgot them pendant on the bough; Let meaner sorrows find a tongue: Silent we sat and scorned relief, In all the majesty of grief. In vain our haughty lords required A song of Zion’s sacred strain,
“Sing us a song your God inspired:” How shall our souls exult in pain, How shall the mournful exiles sing, While bond-slaves to a foreign king? Jerusalem, dear hallowed name, Thee, if I ever less desire, If less distrest for thee I am, Let my right hand forget her lyre; All its harmonious strains forego, When heedless of a mother’s woe. Oh England’s desolate church, if thee, Though desolate I remember not, Let me, so lost to piety, Be lost myself and clean forgot; Cleave to the roof, my speechless tongue, When Zion is not all my song. Let life itself with language fail, For thee when I forbear to mourn: Nay, but I will for ever wail, Till God thy captive state shall turn; Let this my every breath employ, To grieve for thee be all my joy. Oh for the weeping prophets’ strains, The depth of sympathetic woe! I live to gather thy remains, For thee my tears and blood shall flow; My heart amidst thy ruins lies, And only in thy rise I rise. Remember Lord the cruel pride Of Edom, in our evil day, Down with it to the ground, they cried, Let none the tottering ruin stay; Let none the sinking church restore, But let it fall to rise no more. Surely our God shall vengeance take, On those that gloried in our fall, He a full end of sin shall make, Of all that held our souls in thrall: Oh Babylon, thy day shall come, Prepare to meet thy final doom. Happy the man that sees in thee, The mystic Babylon within; And filled with holy cruelty, Disdains to spare the smallest sin; But sternly takes thy little ones, And dashes all against the stones. Thou in thy turn shalt be brought low, Thy kingdom shall not always last, The Lord shall all thy power o’erthrow, And lay the mighty waster waste: Destroy thy being with thy power, And pride and self shall be no more. 

138 Psalm 138 

Verses 1-8
The LXX have prefixed the name of Haggai and Zechariah to this psalm; but all the Versions follow the Hebrew in ascribing it to David, to whom it undoubtedly belongs. It was probably one of the favourite psalms of those holy men in Babylon, and used by them in such religious services as could be performed in the captivity.

Psalms 138:2. Thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. The readings vary here in modern Versions. God’s word cannot be magnified above his name. Kimchi reads, “Thou hast magnified thy name in every word of thine.” An anonymous critic reads, “Thou hast magnified thy name above all things by thy word.”

Psalms 138:4. All the kings of the earth shall praise thee. This is the usual language in which the prophets speak of the conversion of the gentiles from idolatry, to worship the Lord Messiah.

REFLECTIONS.
We have another divine effusion of David’s heart. By worshipping towards God’s holy temple, he appears to have been in exile; for every Jew endeavoured in whatever place he wandered to look towards the mercyseat. So the christian should ever lift up his heart to God’s high throne in the heavens.

Though wandering from wilderness to wilderness, he maintained constant communion with God. Every painful intelligence of the machination of his enemies which for awhile excited palpitation of heart, was a fresh subject of prayer. He poured all his griefs into the bosom of God.

In the very day that he cried, God gave him an answer of peace; and finding his breast emptied of earthly troubles, and filled with heavenly joys, he would praise God with his whole heart, and glorify him before the gods, or gentile kings and rulers, that all the kings of the earth might praise him. It is also highly probable, that God on the very day he prayed gave him some temporal comfort or hope of deliverance. Fresh grief should always be followed with fresh devotion. Then we take omnipotence for our shield and might; and then we are enabled to trust with confidence, and walk in the might of the Lord. When the Lord is graciously pleased to give spiritual and temporal answers to prayer, it has a most sanctifying effect on the heart. Though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect to the lowly. He makes the needy and the afflicted his friends. This poor man cried unto the Lord, and he heard him; while, on the contrary, the proud are rejected.

Past mercies encourage us to trust for the future. Though David walked for many years amidst troubles, he believed that God would revive him, and bring him to the throne, and to his holy place. God will perfect concerning us also what he has promised, and what is lacking concerning our sanctification. Providence in a thousand ways, manages our afflictions for our greater piety, and for the manifestation of its most signal favours. 

139 Psalm 139 

Verses 1-24
This psalm is entitled, a psalm of David. All the Versions agree with the Hebrew in this. It must be regarded as one of the sublimest representations of the Divinity, and particularly with regard to omniscience, ever composed. It also represents the moral perfections of God as the searcher of hearts, and the avenger of crime. It represents the divinity under all the grandeur of the Godhead, by the name Jehovah, associated with the enquiry, Whither shall I go from thy Spirit, or flee from thy presence. Here we have JEHOVAH, his SPIRIT, and his PRESENCE. פניךְ panayca, his faces or appearances, viz. the Messiah, of whom Isaiah says, “the Angel of his presence saved them.” The doctrine of an adorable Trinity beams out in the radiance of revelation. Genesis 1:2. Isaiah 63:7.

Psalms 139:19. Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, and bring to light every evil work. It is therefore the best wisdom and the first duty of man to purge his conscience of all crimes, by the proper fruits of unfeigned repentance; by restitution, by apologies for slander, by self-denial, and charities to the poor.

REFLECTIONS.
Here is another psalm which David composed in exile, as appeals from the nineteenth verse, in which he prays to be delivered from bloodthirsty men. It opens with a series of sublime and beautiful thoughts on the omniscience and omnipresence of God. He acknowledges with the highest reverence that the Lord knew what he would think, and how he would act in every possible situation and circumstance of life; and that he compassed his path as a fowler encloses game in his net, or as a general invests a fortress. These ideas of the divine perfections should inspire us with humiliation. We cannot comprehend the heights, we cannot fathom the depths of providence. We cannot attain to a perfect knowledge of the divine perfections; but God is graciously pleased so far to open his ways to those that fear him, as to give the fullest confidence in his power and love.

We cannot hide from God. Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? In heaven God reigns on his high throne; in the grave his power is manifest, and he alone can make it a bed of down; or if we are in trouble, and would fain take wing like a dove in the morning, and fly to the uttermost parts of the west, there we should find God exactly as in the place we left. And if we should, being ashamed of our sins, hope for shelter in the darkest recesses of midnight, behold the darkness and the light are both alike to him. Then, Lord, we would run to thee; and not attempt, like the fruitless efforts of guilt, to seek a retreat from thee while corrupting ourselves with thy gifts. But what an argument is here to purity of heart, and rectitude of life. If God is an omnipresent being; if the Holy Spirit searches the deep things of God; if the great head of the church has eyes of flame; if the Holy Trinity, and the angelic hosts surround us; how vain is it for weak mortals to mask their vices in the garb of virtue, or to hide their shameful crimes with the veil of midnight gloom. Do they think that heaven will wink at wickedness? Will God be deaf to the cries of injured innocence; or will he suffer the secrets of hell to be unrevealed? Oh no; no, no. The walls of the house will tell, the whistling of the winds will whisper it abroad, the moon and stars will carry it afar, and the rising sun shall shame the deed. God will commission some angel to unravel all the plots, will embolden the injured, and the sinner’s own conscience, to implead him in open court. Teach us then to revere thy name, oh Lord; to walk as in thy sight; and fearing thee, may we fear none besides.

David founded this doctrine, so full of comfort, on the creative power of God. The Lord possessed his reins, or the interior of his heart, because he had formed him in the lowest parts of the earth; a modest expression for the bosom of his mother. Hence, as a prince delights to preserve and adorn a palace, or a temple he has built, so the everliving God must delight in the preservation and happiness of man.

These most sanctifying thoughts of God, prompted David to hate vice and vicious company; which hatred must be understood in unison with the many prayers he offers up for their conversion. And as a proof of his sincerity, he prays the Lord to search his heart for every latent seed of self- love, of known pride, and wrong desire; and to lead him in the way, so anciently marked by the paths of the patriarchs. 

140 Psalm 140 

Verses 1-13
This psalm was composed by David, on occasion of Saul’s persecution. The title, a psalm of David, is undisputed.

Psalms 140:1. From the evil man, Doëg the Edomite: from the violent man, Saul, whose name through delicacy David now forbears to mention. 1 Samuel 22:23.

Psalms 140:10. Let burning coals fall upon them, as on Sodom. For upon the wicked he shall rain snares of fire and brimstone. Psalms 11:6. The word imports spiritual visitations of God’s high displeasure. Yet David often prays for repentance to be granted to his enemies. These psalms, being connected with war, are only like our christian prayers, that we may gain the victory by the slaughter of our foes.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm has been anticipated in many of the preseding ones. David, long in exile and long persecuted, often resumed the subject of his grief. In all cases he carried his troubles to the Lord, pleaded his calamities in detail, and uttered the anguish of his heart in daily devotion. He marked the evil tendency of the slanders of those wicked men who surrounded Saul; it was the adder’s or the asp’s poison festering in their heart, which is almost certain death to the man who is bitten by that reptile. The daily plots of Doëg were thus continually tending to shed innocent blood; and the devices of Satan, the old serpent, are continually aimed against the faithful.

He prays God to preserve him, and he is encouraged to expect his care, because the Lord had already covered his head with a celestial shield in the day of battle.

The supplications here used for the destruction of his enemies are, as in the seventh psalm, in the form of prophecies, that they shall be destroyed: and on Gilboa all these evils came upon them. They fell, as they had plotted David’s fall; and he rose to the throne. Thus the Lord maintained the cause of the afflicted, and supported the rights of the poor. But David, as a prophet, might feel in the spirit, that Doëg and his bloody party had passed into a state of reprobation, and consequently he might say of him, as our Lord said of Judas, Good it were for that man if he had not been born. This psalm concludes in the language of faith. Hence whatever are the troubles of the righteous, after prayer to God, hope springs up in the mind, and faith anticipates salvation. How happy then is even the most afflicted saint, who walks in the counsel, and clothes himself with the might of the Lord. 

141 Psalm 141 

Verses 1-10
This psalm, like the last, is generally supposed to have been composed by David during his persecution by Saul, probably when he fled to Achish. The late Rev. Mr. Peters, a Cornish clergyman, has favoured the public with a new translation of this psalm, which will gratify the reader.

“1. JEHOVAH, I call upon thee; give ear to my voice when I cry unto thee.

2. Let my prayer be set forth as incense before thee; the lifting up of my hands as an evening oblation.

3. Set, oh Lord, a watch to my mouth, a guard over the door of my lips.

4. Incline not my heart to an evil thing, to attempt enterprises in wickedness, with men that work iniquity, or idolatry; neither let me eat of their dainties.

5. Let the just man be still upbraiding me with my goodness, and let the ointment of my head be urged against me; it shall not break my head; for hitherto—yea, my prayer hath been against their wickedness.

6. Their judges have been dismissed in the rocky places, and have heard my words that were sweet.

7. Like as when one cutteth and cleaveth, so have our bones been scattered on the earth, at the command of Saul.”—

This good man, for לפי שׁאול lepi sheol, at the grave’s mouth, reads, “at the command of Saul.” Dr. Durell has done the same; and bishop Horne has adopted the reading. Sheol, the grave, and Saul, being the same in the Hebrew.

Psalms 141:6. When their judges are overthrown in stony places. The readings vary here. “When their judges shall be swallowed up together in stony places—when their governors shall be precipitated among the rocks.” When any man was found murdered, the elders washed their hands, and purged the land of innocent blood, by slaying a beast in a rough place. Elijah, following custom no doubt, slew the prophets of Baal at the brook, or in the stony bed of the river, then dried up. A similar custom prevails among the Caribbs, in St. Vincent. One of them had killed his wife. Her brother demanded satisfaction of the offender; and on being asked what kind of satisfaction he demanded, he replied, “That you shall take your sister, and kill her over such a stream of water.” Hence it is highly probable that the Hebrew and the Indian custom of putting criminals to death in rough places, or on streams of water, originated in early customs of the patriarchal families. Though insuperable difficulties present themselves in all the ancient Versions, yet the sense seems to refer to the massacre of the eighty priests by Saul, whose words were sweet; but whose bones were profanely scattered on the ground.

REFLECTIONS.
David here, as in Psalms 130., and at the opening of many other psalms, prays for audience. He prays while in a strange land, that God would keep his heart from being inclined to any wicked thing, such as eating the dainties of an idolatrous banquet; because compliance with an invitation to such a feast, though the idolatry was closed in the early part of the day; yet there would be so much corrupt conversation, idolatrous singing, and so many lascivious airs, as to preclude a good man from preserving his purity of heart.

He would not only receive reproof with kindness, but it should be to him as the fragrant oil which anointed the head. See Psalms 133. If reproof comes from a righteous man, however pure from spleen, however dictated by the purest motives of brotherly kindness; yet it is a word to wound wickedness lurking in the heart. Nothing perhaps is a truer test of regeneration than when we take reproof as David did from Nathan; and say, I have sinned— pray the Lord for me. Whereas if we resent admonition, it is a sad sign, that as yet the work of grace in the heart is very superficial; and we should never think that we have attained our Lord’s temper, till we have learned of him to drink the bitter cup, saying, Father, not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

142 Psalm 142 

Verses 1-7
The title of this psalm seems undisputed; and it therefore fixes the author and the occasion of its composition. Maschil, or an instruction, of David; a prayer when he was in the cave. 1 Samuel 22:1; 1 Samuel 24:3. Whether the cave of Adullam, or that of Engedi be intended, is not known.

Psalms 142:4. No man cared for my soul. Hebrews nephesh is often rendered “life,” as in Genesis 2:7. Exodus 4:19. Those who sought thy life are dead. 1 Samuel 20:1. My life is yet whole in me. 2 Samuel 1:9.

REFLECTIONS.
The Jews having divided the psalms into five books, very judiciously divided David’s prayers in the desert, which made a greater variety in their public worship. This was a morning psalm. He could find no bosom into which he could pour out his soul, therefore in the eloquence of anguish he found language, such as God gave for the utterance of his heart.

His anguish now was accompanied with great darkness; he knew not what to do, nor whither to fly. He looked on the right hand and on the left, and saw no path, nor found any prince or friend that cared for his life.

He redoubled his cries, as the aspects of danger encreased, that God would be his refuge, a refuge far safer and stronger than rocks and caves. He prays that God would also bring him out of prison, which figuratively means, the prison of dens and caves, and of spiritual darkness and distress. What a difference between David, who had God for his salvation; and his enemies, who had the face of God against them. Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness. 

143 Psalm 143 

Verses 1-12
This is the last of the penitential psalms, and is uniformly ascribed to David. It was composed during a period of exile. The LXX and the Vulgate, “on the rebellion of Absalom.”

Psalms 143:10. Thy Spirit is good. The LXX read, “Let thy good Spirit lead me into the land of uprightness.”

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm was composed also in exile, as appears from his prayer to be led into the land of uprightness: Psalms 143:10. These litanies, or pleadings with heaven, are glowing, ardent, and worthy of special notice. David was long pursued by Saul, and sometimes his spirit was overwhelmed with grief. By long pressure the nerves of the understanding become relaxed and inactive; but God revives his saints again.

He prays to be guided in the way in which he ought to walk, for it is not in man to direct his steps. Above all, the psalmist asks for a good frame of mind, that God would quicken and revive his soul for his name’s sake. 

144 Psalm 144 

Verses 1-15
This, and the six following psalms, are all eucharistical, and seem to have been composed when David’s sorrows were changed to joys. He here praises God for past mercies, and asks grace for the future, with confidence that prosperity would crown the industry of a happy people with smiling affluence.

Psalms 144:3. What is man, frail man. See the note on Psalms 8:4.

Psalms 144:9. Upon a psaltery, a little portable harp of sweet sound, generally used in psalmody.

Psalms 144:12. Our sons as plants. A plantation of young and flourishing trees, for youth should be as trees that promise the growth and fruitfulness of a future age.—Our daughters as corner-stones. As statues of illustrious persons, that adorn the angles and battlements of palaces and temples. He is a wise and happy prince, who does this for his subjects.

Psalms 144:13. That our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our streets. In many oriental towns, between the houses of the rich, there were the hovels of the poor, and farm houses where sheep were penned at night, for safety from the wolves.

REFLECTIONS.
David wrote this psalm on his accession to the throne. His first object and warmest wish was to thank the Lord, who of a poor shepherd had made him a general and a king. When the rich mercy and grace of God smile around the soul, his glory and perfections are heightened in their beauty, and the expanded heart is lost in gratitude and love.

Being surrounded with a belt of foes, Psalms 83., David entreats the Lord to bow his heavens, and go forth for Zion, as he came down with fire and with arrows, against the ancient foes. The allusion is to the Lord’s descent in a cloud on mount Sinai, where he overshadowed and defended his people.

After the victory he asks the covenant blessings which Moses had promised on their children, on their cattle, and on their lands. Deuteronomy 28:29. Happy indeed are the people who are in such a case, having the Lord for their God. Christ in like manner went forth against his foes, the Jews, on coming to the mediatorial throne; and so every believer should pray the Lord that every sentiment of this psalm may be written on his heart. Then he shall war against all his spiritual foes with confidence, and sing a new song to the Lord, who hath raised him up to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

145 Psalm 145 

Verses 1-21
This is the last of the acrostic or alphabetical psalms, and should therefore contain twenty two verses, corresponding with the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet. But the verse which begins with the letter נ nun, has been lost from the Hebrew text, and is not found in any printed copy of the Hebrew bible. It is preserved however by the LXX, the Vulgate, and other Versions, and is as follows: “The Lord is faithful in all his words, and merciful in all his works.” This should form Psalms 145:14 of the psalm, and would thus complete the number of twenty two verses.

REFLECTIONS.
The character of this psalm as a devotional piece stands high. No one properly acquainted with David’s history, and with his own heart, can possibly read it without being kindled with devotion. A review of God’s perfections, of his works, and signal providence, must at all times affect and interest the heart. He had a divine right to say that the Lord was good to all, both temporally and spiritually. See how he cares for tender insects, and gives them food in summer, and shelter in winter. Much more then are his mercies over man.

This psalm closes with very comfortable inferences. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him. He will fulfil their desire: in a thousand places he has promised so to do, and his attributes incline him to it. He has already given his only-begotten Son, the greatest of all gifts, and he will not withhold the least; but will pardon and purify. All his saints, however tried, however persecuted, bear witness that the Lord heareth prayer. Yea, he preserveth all them that love him, as he most wonderfully preserved David; and he never suffers a saint to die, but when his death is better than life. Then the hand, or the circumstance, which inflicts the blow, is of small moment.

On the contrary, the Lord will destroy all the wicked. Look at David’s enemies: see them fall on Gilboa; see them fly with Absalom, and perish in the wood of Ephraim. So, oh my soul, shall all thy spiritual foes fall before thee; and so shall all the enemies of the Lord, and of his Christ, perish in their own ways. 

146 Psalm 146 

Verses 1-10
This, and the two following, are called the Hallelujah psalms of Haggai and of Zechariah the prophets, being composed after the captivity.

Psalms 146:10. The Lord shall reign for ever; even thy God, oh Zion. Rabbi Jarchi refers this very justly to the reign of the Messiah. His giving sight to the blind seems to be the reference in Matthew 11:2; and also Isaiah 35:5-7. Zion here spiritually signifies the new-testament church, built on the tops of the mountains, and exalted above the hills. Micah 4:1.

REFLECTIONS.
This psalm is delicately touched by Dr. Watts: “I’ll praise my Maker with my breath.” In addition to what is said in Psalm 104. 106. 107., little need be added here. It breaks out in the Hebrew with amazing boldness: Hallelujah, praise the Lord, oh my soul. It teaches us confidence in God; for though it may be requisite to afflict mankind awhile for their sins, or for their instruction, the Lord thereby heightens the riches of his grace in affording help. Thus even our deepest afflictions, as well as our most signal mercies, are subjects of gratitude to God; and the rudest strokes of providence, strokes which cause frequent tears, shall ultimately terminate in hallelujahs and thanksgivings.

We have a contrast between trusting in the Lord, and trusting in princes, who die like the feeble insect, and that very day all their thoughts and fine promises perish. But the Lord lives to execute judgment, to be eyes to the blind, a husband to the widow, and a father to the orphan. 

147 Psalm 147 

Verses 1-20

This psalm, like the preseding, is without title in the Hebrew or Chaldee; but is ascribed by the Versions to Haggai and Zechariah.

REFLECTIONS.
The people are here exhorted to praise God for all that he had done for Israel; the duty is pleasant to the grateful heart, and the sacrifice is comely in the eyes of God. He recalled the exiles of Israel to inheritance, to wealth, and to the service of his sanctuary. In this view, sinners owe much to redeeming love. God has made us a people who were aliens, and far from righteousness, and has given us an inheritance among all them that are sanctified.

They are called to praise him because of his perfections, and the wonders of his works. He telleth the number of the stars. At his fiat, ten thousand thousand suns shone forth, the image of his glory. Each became the centre of a sphere, surrounded with satellites or habitable worlds, to reflect the lustre, and to glorify the Creator in an eternal concert of praise. All these rolled off in orbits, balanced by gravity; and the harmony of all the spheres demonstrates the infinite perfections of the eternal God. And if he numbers the stars, and regulates their motions, he numbers his saints with more peculiar care, for they bear his image, and shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever and ever.

Jerusalem is exhorted to praise the Lord, for what, in a national view, he has done for her and her children. He had strengthened her gates, filled her granaries with wheat, had sent snow to give repose to nature in winter, and then melted it with the warm zephyrs of the spring. So will the Lord supply the soul with good, and warm the affections after cold with comfort.

Israel is next reminded of what she owed to God for revelation. She did not walk in the darkness and vanity of the gentile world. She had not to grope her way to truth and righteousness, as in the darkness of men alienated from the covenant. The Lord had given her statutes and judgments, pure and uncorrupted; whereas the heathen had but the fragments of Noah’s covenant, and these were varied in every nation, according to the humour of the people. What then shall the christian church render to God, who in these last days has spoken to us by his own Son. 

148 Psalm 148 

Verses 1-14
This is another hallelujah psalm of Haggai and of Zechariah the prophets, in which all nature is made the choir, and Jehovah the object of the song.

Psalms 148:4. Ye heavens of heavens. This is the phrase of Solomon, in his prayer at the dedication of the temple, and is equivalent to the whole expanse of heaven. The ancients had not our astronomical terms, and names of natural history; yet there is much grandeur in their ideas, and majesty in their language. They speak of the garments of light, and of thick darkness, as a pavilion; of the Almighty as laying the beams of his chambers in the waters, and balancing the earth on its poles.—The version of Mr. Merrick, who has profited from George Buchanan’s Latin version, which all Europe has admired, will gratify the reader.

Begin, my soul, th’ exalted lay, Let each enraptured thought obey, And praise th’ Almighty’s name: Lo, heaven and earth, and seas and skies, In one melodious concert rise, To swell th’ inspiring theme. Ye fields of light, celestial plains, Where gay transporting beauty reigns, Ye scenes divinely fair; Your Maker’s wondrous power proclaim, Tell how he formed your shining frame, And breathed the fluid air. Ye angels, catch the thrilling sound, While all th’ adoring thrones around, His boundless mercy sing; Let every listening saint above, Wake all the tuneful soul of love, And touch the sweetest string. Join, ye loud spheres, the vocal choir; Thou dazzling orb of liquid fire, The mighty chorus aid: Soon as grey evening glides the plain, Thou moon, protract the melting strain, And praise him in the shade. Thou heaven of heavens, his vast abode, Ye clouds proclaim your forming God, Who called yon worlds from night;
“Ye shades, dispel,” th’ Eternal said; At once th’ involving darkness fled, And nature sprung to light. Whate’er a blooming world contains, That wings the air, that skims the plains, United praise bestow: Ye dragons, sound his awful name To heaven aloud; and roar acclaim, Ye swelling deeps below. Let every element rejoice: Ye thunders burst with awful voice, To him who bids you roll; His praise in softer notes declare, Each whispering breeze of yielding air, And breathe it to the soul. To him, ye graceful cedars bow; Ye towering mountains, bending low, Your great Creator own: Tell, when affrighted nature shook, How Sinai kindled at his look, And trembled at his frown. Ye flocks that haunt the humble vale, Ye insects fluttering on the gale, In mutual concourse rise; Crop the gay rose’s vermeil bloom, And waft its spoils, a sweet perfume, In incense to the skies. Wake, all ye mountain tribes and sing; Ye plumy warblers of the spring, Harmonious anthems raise To him who shaped your finer mould, Who tipped your glittering wings with gold, And tuned your voice to praise. Let man, by nobler passions swayed, The feeling heart, the judging head, In heavenly praise employ; Spread his tremendous name around, Till heaven’s broad arch rings back the sound, The general burst of joy. Ye, whom the charms of grandeur please, Nursed on the downy lap of ease, Fall prostrate at his throne; Ye princes, rulers, all adore; Praise him, ye kings, who makes your power An image of his own. Ye fair, by nature formed to move, Oh praise th’ eternal Source of love, With youth’s enlivening fire: Let age take up the tuneful lay, Sigh his blessed name, then soar away, And ask an angel’s lyre. 

149 Psalm 149 

Verses 1-9
This is a grand ode of thanksgiving after victory; it is applied by the rabbi Kimchi to the days of the Messiah. The pious Hebrews always hang by the anchor of their hope.

Psalms 149:3. Praise his name in the dance. במחול Be-machol. Latin, in choro. It appears from the fourth verse of the next psalm, that this was an instrument of music, because it is put there between the instruments of music. Certainly they did not dance in the worship of the temple.—The timbrel. Hebrews תפ toph. Something like the instrument which the Italians call the tambour.— The harp. Hebrews כנור kinnor, an instrument struck with the fingers, which answers to the description of the harp.

REFLECTIONS.
Here Israel and the children of Zion are called upon by name to sing hallelujah to the Lord, and be joyful in their King. This psalm was introduced into the temple worship as a new song, and consequently to celebrate some recent victory over the enemy; and as a war song when going forth to battle.

They were to praise him also in the dance; for though it may appear ridiculous to us of graver habits, yet the Hebrews when most filled with the Holy Spirit, in their professions of joy, did use gesticulations with their feet, while their fingers struck the timbrel, or touched the cords of the harp. But the manner and the end of those dances were totally dissimilar from the objects of dancing in our wanton assemblies, dances which are not to be named in religious society.

They are exhorted to praise God, because he took pleasure in his people, and would beautify or glorify the meek with salvation. Nor was their devotion to be confined to the sanctuary. Every family sitting at ease, and not afraid of the heathen, was to sing praise after their meals; for they sat on beds, or rather couches, to receive their food. The King of glory having given David power to bind in chains the kings who leagued against Zion, they might serve the Lord without fear, in holiness and righteousness all their days. This honour, and it is great to say, have all his saints; namely, to vanquish all their foes with the two-edged sword of the Spirit, and then to sing praises to God as priests and kings, in songs of everlasting joy. Believer, only adopt in faith the language of this psalm, and all thy foes shall vanish as the hoar frost before the warmth of the morning sun. Yea, as Jonathan and his armour bearer, appearing more like gods scattering the Philistine hosts, so shalt thou banish the enemies of thy peace. 

150 Psalm 150 

Verses 1-6
The full choir, the full band, and the full heart, are here exhorted to praise the Lord. Surely this, when holy prophets joined in the worship, must resemble heaven itself. But oh how can drunkards, swearers, harlots, and infidels go about polluting churches by singing their Messiah?

Psalms 150:3. Praise him with the sound of the trumpet. Praise him with the psaltery. 1 Samuel 10:5. Praise him with the harp, the kinnor. 

Psalms 150:4. Praise him with the timbrel, the tambour. Praise him with the machol, as in Psalms 149:3. Praise him with the minnim, a stringed instrument. Praise him with the uggab, a kind of organ. 

Psalms 150:5. Praise him with the cymbals. Praise him with the cymbals of jubilee. If the machol be counted, Psalms 149:3, here are nine instruments. Tirinus, the learned jesuit, has the following note on this subject. “See Cassiodorus, Boëthius, and Marianus, where the use of instruments of music in the church, is not only accounted pious, but grateful to God; and not for young men only, as St. Justin thinks, but likewise in heaven also, where St. John heard the utmost perfection of the harp. Revelation 5:8; Revelation 14:2.” Yet the use of instruments in christian worship was by no means general, though the three fathers here cited speak positively of its existence. Nothing can exceed the voice of a whole congregation praising God.

REFLECTIONS.
We are now come to the close of this ancient and most excellent book of Psalms. It is an exhortation to praise God in the full concert of heaven and earth. The singers of the sanctuary, and every musician, from him who touched the tender lyre, to him who could blow the shrillest trumpet, are here called upon to use his utmost skill, and to utter all the fervours of his heart in giving glory to JEHOVAH, who dwelleth in his sanctuary on earth, which is figurative of his eternal abode in the highest firmament of heaven. Thirteen times in this way does the Spirit call upon them to the glorious duty; and well knowing the inadequacy of all human efforts to give him the glory that is due, he closes with all that language can utter— Let all that have breath praise the Lord. Hallelujah. Amen: so be it for evermore.

Now, as these sacred songs trace sad scenes of war, of exile, of treasons, and of sins, and as they are mixed with songs of joy, and finally close with praise in the loudest strains; so, poor, weak and dejected soul, may all thy tears terminate in joy, and all thy griefs in everlasting hymns of praise in God’s holy place below, and in the high firmament of his eternal abode.

Yet though the version be clothed in the happiest dress that pious poets, aided by a divine influence, can possibly give; and though the sentiments of piety everywhere expressed in the psalms be of the purest kind; still they are not adequate, without a collection of hymns in the language of the new testament, to supply all that is wanted in a christian congregation. Then a congregation connects in hymn, the substance of revelation, and worships God on earth in the language of heaven. 

