《Everett’s Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures – Psalms (Vol. 2)》(Gary H. Everett)
76 Psalm 76 

77 Psalm 77 

Verses 1-20 

Psalm 77
Introduction- Psalm 77-80 are from Asaph and are traditionally called the Shepherd Psalm because they describe God as a Shepherd and His people as sheep.

Characteristics- One of the structural features of Hebrew poetry is called intensification. (Other features are parallelism, chiasmus, acrostic and inclusio). There is a clear presence of intensification within Psalm 77, in which the author declares his conflict ( Psalm 77:1), intensifies this theme with rising action that reaches a climax ( Psalm 77:2-9), then resolves the conflict by remembering the Lord's delivering power to reaffirm his faith in God ( Psalm 77:10-15), with particular focus upon the great event of God delivering the children of Israel through the Red Sea ( Psalm 77:16-20).

78 Psalm 78 

Verses 1-72 

Psalm 78
Introduction- In Psalm 78 there is a clear contrast between a holy, sovereign God verses weak, mortal Prayer of Manasseh , a theme that is carried throughout the Holy Bible. This psalm is similar to the opening passages of Roman (chapters 1-3), regarding man's fallen state and God's divine power. 

Psalm 78:1-2 — Scripture Reference- Note a similar passage in Psalm 49:1-4.

Psalm 49:1-4, (To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.) "Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: Both low and high, rich and poor, together. My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my dark saying upon the harp."

Psalm 78:1 (Maschil of Asaph.) Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
Psalm 78:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 87]

87] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Psalm 78:2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 
Psalm 78:2 — Word Study on "parable" - The Hebrew word "parable" ( מָשָׁל) (H 4912) is also translated "proverb." It is the same word that is used in the book of Proverbs 1:6, "To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings."

Psalm 78:2 — Comments- Matthew quoted Psalm 78:2 in order to explain why Jesus taught in parables ( Matthew 13:34-35). 

Matthew 13:34-35, "All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.

Psalm 78:34 When he slew them, then they sought him: and they returned and enquired early after God.
Psalm 78:34 — Comments- God judged Israel for their sins. The psalmist has just told the story of God killing the fattest of the children of Israel in the wilderness ( Psalm 78:18-31). This is often the case when a nation begins to prosper in God's divine blessings. Our carnal-mindedness causes us to backslide during times of prosperity, and it is only when judgment falls that we return to Him. 

Psalm 78:41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel.
Psalm 78:41 — "and limited the Holy one of Israel" - Comments- When we do not yield to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, we limit what God can and will do through us as vessels.

Psalm 78:41 — Comments- The book of Judges exposes man's weakness in following the Lord. Israel backslid, cried out to God, and He delivered them. They repented, served Him, backslid again, and He judged them. This cycle is repeated throughout the book of Judges.

Psalm 78:45 He sent divers sorts of flies among them, which devoured them; and frogs, which destroyed them.
Psalm 78:45 — Word Study on "divers sorts of flies" - Strong says the Hebrew word "divers sorts of flies" ( עָרֹב) (H 6157) means, "swarm," and "divers sorts of flies." The phrase "of flies" is not in the original text, but is rather implied. The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is found 9 times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "swarm 7" in Exodus , and "divers sorts of flies 2" in Psalm. 

Psalm 78:46 He gave also their increase unto the caterpiller, and their labour unto the locust.
Psalm 78:51 And smote all the firstborn in Egypt; the chief of their strength in the tabernacles of Ham:
Psalm 78:51 — "the chief of their strength in the tabernacles of Ham" - Comments- Ham was one of Noah"s three sons. Genesis 10:6 tells us that Mizraim was the son of Ham. Mizraim is the Hebrew word for "Egypt." Ham"s descendents were the ancestors of the nation of Egypt. Thus, Ham is used poetically a synonym for Egypt in Psalm 78:51.

Genesis 10:6, "And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan."

Psalm 78:60 So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he placed among men;
Psalm 78:60 — Comments- Shiloh was the first location in Canaan that the children set up the Tabernacle. This location was where the Tabernacle stayed until King David moved the ark into Jerusalem, and until King Solomon built the Temple. Thus, the Tabernacle camped at Shiloh for a period of up to five hundred years. 

79 Psalm 79 

Verses 1-13 

Psalm 79
Introduction- Psalm 79, as in Psalm 74, makes reference to the captivity of Judah and the destruction of the Temple. If this considered is a post-exile psalm based upon the description of Psalm 79:1-4, then it was written by the sons of Asaph, or his school of composers. If it was written by Asaph himself, he is called a seer, or prophet ( 2 Chronicles 25:1-2; 2 Chronicles 29:30), and he would have written this psalm as a future prophecy, since this was the office and ministry of Asaph.

1 Chronicles 25:1, "Moreover David and the captains of the host separated to the service of the sons of Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals: and the number of the workmen according to their service was: 

1 Chronicles 25:2, "Of the sons of Asaph; Zaccur, and Joseph, and Nethaniah, and Asarelah, the sons of Asaph under the hands of Asaph, which prophesied according to the order of the king.

2 Chronicles 29:30, "Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the LORD with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshipped."

Psalm 79:1 (A Psalm of Asaph.) O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps. 
Psalm 79:2 The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth.
Psalm 79:2 — Comments- The prophecy of Jeremiah 19:7 was fulfilled in Psalm 79:2.

Jeremiah 19:7, "And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives: and their carcases will I give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth."

Psalm 79:6 Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy name.
Psalm 79:6 — — Comments- Psalm 79:6 describes the fulfillment of the prophecy given in Jeremiah 10:25.

Jeremiah 10:25, "Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made his habitation desolate."

80 Psalm 80 

Verses 1-19 

Psalm 80
Psalm 80:1 (To the chief Musician upon Shoshannimeduth, A Psalm of Asaph.) Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.
Psalm 80:1 — "thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth" - Comments- The cherubims were placed on either side of the mercy seat in the Holiest of Holies of the Tabernacle. Here God"s presence was manifested in Temple worship, and here, God promised to meet with the high priest and speak to him ( Exodus 25:22).

Exodus 25:22, "And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel."

Note references to cherubims in Psalm 99:1, "The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved."

Psalm 80:11 She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.
Psalm 80:11 — Comments- Psalm 80:11 refers to the boundaries of the nation of Israel and its dominion, which was from the Mediterranean Sea to the Euphrates River.

Exodus 23:31, "And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee.

Deuteronomy 1:7, "Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates."

Deuteronomy 11:24, "Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be."

81 Psalm 81 

Verses 1-16 

Psalm 81
Historical Background- This Psalm was probably read at certain festive occasions.

Structure- The first five verses of Psalm 81are a call from God for the children of God to assemble. The Lord reminds them of their deliverance from Egypt ( Psalm 81:5-7; Psalm 81:10). Then He admonishes them for their stubbornness ( Psalm 81:8-13). Finally, the Lord reminds them of the blessings that await them if they would only obey His Word ( Psalm 81:14-16). 

Psalm 81:3 Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.
Psalm 81:3 — "Blow up the trumpet in the new moon" - Comments- Moses commanded that two silver trumpets be made for sounding to the assembly ( Numbers 10:1-2).

Numbers 10:1-2, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Make thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps."

The trumpets were blown for many occasions. They were blown monthly based on the new moon, which signified the beginning of a new month, that Isaiah , the first day of the month ( Numbers 10:10).

Numbers 10:10, "Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before your God: I am the LORD your God."

The blowing of trumpets was accompanied by a burnt offering in the beginning of each month ( Numbers 28:11-15).

Numbers 28:11-15, "And in the beginnings of your months ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the LORD; two young bullocks, and one ram, seven lambs of the first year without spot; And three tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one bullock; and two tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one ram; And a several tenth deal of flour mingled with oil for a meat offering unto one lamb; for a burnt offering of a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD. And their drink offerings shall be half an hin of wine unto a bullock, and the third part of an hin unto a ram, and a fourth part of an hin unto a lamb: this is the burnt offering of every month throughout the months of the year. And one kid of the goats for a sin offering unto the LORD shall be offered, beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering."

The trumpets were also blown at the Feast of Trumpets, one of the major annual festivals. This was called a day of blowing the trumpets ( Leviticus 23:24, Numbers 29:1). 

Leviticus 23:24, "Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation."

Numbers 29:1, "And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto you."

Psalm 81:3 — "in the time appointed" - Comments- Many modern English translations read, "at the full moon." 

ASV, "Blow the trumpet at the new moon, At the full moon, on our feast-day."

YLT, "Blow in the month a trumpet, In the new moon, at the day of our festival,"

This full moon would have occurred at the fifteenth of each month. In the seventh month, the first day was the Feast of Trumpets. The tenth day was the Day of Atonement. On the fifteenth day of this same month, at the full moon, was the Feast of Tabernacles. See Numbers 29 for a full description of these feasts in the seventh month. 

82 Psalm 82 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 82
Psalm 82:1-5 — A Cry for Justice- Psalm 82:1-5 is a cry for justice. We see so much injustice and oppression around us. This was the duty of earthly judges ( Deuteronomy 1:16-17, Jeremiah 22:1-5).

Deuteronomy 1:16-17, "And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes between your brethren, and judge righteously between every man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him. Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God"s: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it."

Jeremiah 22:1-5, "Thus saith the LORD Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this word, And say, Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people that enter in by these gates: Thus saith the LORD Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, Hebrews , and his servants, and his people. But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the LORD, that this house shall become a desolation."

For example, lawyers and judges in America today grant divorces and vote for abortions. They vote prayer out of school. Doing these things against God's Word will cause Him to disown them. He will judge them Himself.

Psalm 82:1 (A Psalm of Asaph.) God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods.
Psalm 82:1 — Word Study on "gods" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( אֳלהִׁים) (H 430) can be translated, "angels, God, gods, judges." 

NIV, RSV - gods

NASB - the rulers

Note other uses of the same Hebrew word ( אֳלהִׁים):

Exodus 21:6, "Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever."

Exodus 22:8-9, "If the thief be not found, then the master of the house shall be brought unto the judges, to see whether he have put his hand unto his neighbour"s goods. For all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, for ass, for sheep, for raiment, or for any manner of lost thing, which another challengeth to be his, the cause of both parties shall come before the judges; and whom the judges shall condemn, he shall pay double unto his neighbour."

Exodus 22:28, "Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy people."

1 Samuel 2:25, "If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man sin against the LORD, who shall intreat for him? Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay them." 

The NASB, NIV, and RSV translate the word "judge" in 1 Samuel 2:25 as "God."

Psalm 82:1 — "he judgeth among the gods" - Comments- Deuteronomy 6:4 says that YHWH, God, is one YHWH, and James 2:19 says, "there is one God." Song of Solomon , the phrase "the gods" is a reference to something other than more gods who are omnipresent like YHWH. We are those gods ( Psalm 82:6, John 10:34).

Deuteronomy 6:4, "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:"

Psalm 82:6, "I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High."

John 10:34, "Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?"

James 2:19, "Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble."

Psalm 82:1 — Comments- Psalm 82deals with injustice among the judges of Israel. Being a judge was a divine position established by God ( Deuteronomy 1:17, Romans 13:4).

Deuteronomy 1:17, "Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God"s: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it."

Romans 13:4, "For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil."

Psalm 82:1 — — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

2 Chronicles 19:6, "And said to the Judges , Take heed what ye do: for ye judge not for Prayer of Manasseh , but for the LORD, who is with you in the judgment."

Ecclesiastes 5:8, "If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent 

perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they."

Isaiah 3:13-15, "The LORD standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the people. The LORD will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses. What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord GOD of hosts."

Psalm 82:2 How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah.
Psalm 82:2 — Comments- Psalm 82:2 says that wicked men find favor in judgment.

Psalm 82:3 Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. 
Psalm 82:4-5 — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Proverbs 24:11-12, "If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain; If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works?"

Psalm 82:4 Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked.
Psalm 82:4 — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Job 29:12, "Because I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him."

Psalm 82:3-4 — Comments- Psalm 82:3-4 is a cry for justice among the most vulnerable in society, the weak, and the poor. Note 1 Timothy 2:1-4 regarding praying to God for leaders and justice.

1 Timothy 2:1-4, "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."

Psalm 82:5 They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course.
Psalm 82:5 — "They know not, neither will they understand" - Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Micah 3:1, "And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel; Is it not for you to know judgment?"

Psalm 82:5 — "all the foundations of the earth are out of course" - Comments- "all the foundations" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Psalm 11:3, "If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?"

"are out of course" - Or, the foundations are "shaken" (ASV), "moved" (YLT).

Illustration- See the story of Noah and the flood and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis. 

Romans 8:22, "For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now."

Psalm 82:6 I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.
Psalm 82:6 — — Comments- Jesus quotes Psalm 82:6 in John 10:34-35. 

John 10:34-35, "Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken;"

According to John 10:35, those who are called "gods" are the children who hear and receive the Word of God. 

John 10:35, "If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken;"

Psalm 82:7 But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.
Psalm 82:7 — — "But ye shall die like men" - Scripture Reference - Note: 
Hebrews 9:27, "And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:"

Psalm 82:7 — "and fall like one of the princes" - Comments- When a man's life is ended, he dies, but when a ruler's life ends, he falls, in a sense, from his rule as a king.

Psalm 82:7 — — Comments- Psalm 82:7 reflects upon man's mortality. Note similar verses:

Job 21:32, "Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb."

Psalm 49:12, "Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish."

Ezekiel 31:14, "To the end that none of all the trees by the waters exalt themselves for their height, neither shoot up their top among the thick boughs, neither their trees stand up in their height, all that drink water: for they are all delivered unto death, to the nether parts of the earth, in the midst of the children of men, with them that go down to the pit."

Psalm 82:8 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations.
Psalm 82:8 — — "Arise, O God" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Psalm 12:5, "For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the LORD; I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him."

Psalm 82:8 — — "judge the earth" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Psalm 58:11, "So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth."

Psalm 82:8 — "for thou shalt inherit all nations" - Comments- This inheritance is forever. Jesus will rule and be King of Kings and Lord of Lords. This is a prophetic verse of the future Judgment Day.

Psalm 2:8, "Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession."

Revelation 11:15, "And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever."

Daniel 7:14, "And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."

83 Psalm 83 

Verses 1-18 

Psalm 83
Psalm 83:1-8 — A Cry for Help from God - In Psalm 83:1-8 the psalmist cries out to God for help (83:1) because Israel's enemies have gathered against this nation (83:2-5). He then lists the people who have taken counsel and made a confederate against them (83:6-8).

Grant Jeffrey interprets Psalm 83to refer prophetically to the same event that will take place in Ezekiel 38, in which the prophet Ezekiel includes ancient Persia (Iran), the Islamic states of North Africa and Russia. 88]

88] Grant R. Jeffrey, The Next World War (Colorado Springs, Colorado: WaterBrook Press, 2006), 12-13.

Psalm 83:3 They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones.
— Word Study on "hidden ones"- Strong says the Hebrew word "hidden ones" "tsaphan" ( צָפַן) (H 6845) literally means, "to hide." It is used figuratively in this psalm to mean "protect." The NIV translates this word "(those) you cherish."

Psalm 83:4 They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance.
Psalm 83:5 For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee:
Psalm 83:5 — "they are confederate against thee" - Comments- Note how the psalmist says in 83:5 that this confederacy of nations has come against God. This is covenant language. Since the nation of Israel is in covenant with Jehovah God, then anyone who comes against Israel is essentially also coming against God.

Psalm 83:6 The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes;
Psalm 83:7 Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre;
Psalm 83:8 Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen the children of Lot. Selah.
Psalm 83:6-8 — Comments- The Confederacy of Arab Nations - Grant Jeffrey identifies this confederacy of nations using their modern names. 89] He points out that they are all "modern Islamic nations."

89] Grant R. Jeffrey, The Next World War (Colorado Springs, Colorado: WaterBrook Press, 2006), 12-13.

	Edom 
	descendents of Esau, Jacob's brother
	Jordan

	Ishmaelites 
	descendents of Ishmael, Isaac's half brother 
	the Arabs

	Moab
	descendents of Moab, Lot's son
	Jordan east of Dead Sea

	Hagarenes 
	descendents of one of Hagar's 12sons
	

	Gebal
	ancient Byblus
	north of Beirut

	Ammon 
	descendents of Ammon, Lot's son
	capital of Jordan

	Amalek
	descendents from Esau
	southern Jordan

	Philistines 
	descendents from Ham
	in Palestine, Syria

	Tyre
	a Phoenician city
	Lebanon

	Assur
	founded Assyria
	Iraq and Iran

	Children of Lot 
	Moab and Ammon
	Jordan


Psalm 83:9-12 — A Reminder of God's Past Deliverance of Israel- In Psalm 83:9-12 the psalmist refers to the ancient victories that are recorded in Judges 4thru 7, when God miraculously delivered Israel from overwhelming odds created by a similar loose knit confederacy of Canaanite city-states and their kings. In other words, the psalmist is inspired by the Holy Spirit and reminded of a time when Israel stood in this exact same position, surrounded by her immediate neighbours who had taken counsel together and formed a similar confederacy.

84 Psalm 84 

Verses 1-12 

Psalm 84
Psalm 84:1 (To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.) How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!
Psalm 42:1 — "A Psalm for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 90]

90] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 84:7 They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.
Psalm 84:7 — "They go from strength to strength" - Comments- When we abide in the presence of God and receive His strength, we go forth to serve Him and become strengthened even more. Note how Frances J. Roberts defines this phrase: 

"As Martha in her desire to minister to Me forfeited My nearness, so thou hast done. My child, I have need of nothing. I desire only thy love. Give Me this first always, and whatsoever service may follow, thou wilt then do with light feet and a heart set free. Abandon to Me thy whole being, and I will then work in and through thee in such a way that even as I am using thee, thou shalt simultaneously experience My energizing power; so that in the very process of giving, thou shalt in very truth receive even beyond what ye give, and shall in each instance emerge richer and stronger. There is no loss when ye serve Me thus. For when thy life is wholly lost in My life, there is never anything but gain. As the prophet of old exclaimed, ‘They go from strength to strength'. Only sin worketh death and loss. Righteousness worketh life and health." 91]

91] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 79.

Psalm 84:10 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
Psalm 84:10 — "For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand" - Comments- One day in 1984 I went to visit my Grandmother Everett. I found two other Assembly of God ladies visiting her from her church. They were having a prayer meeting. When I arrived and was introduced, they asked me to gather around my Grandfather"s bed, for he had been in this bed a number of years. As I opened my mouth to pray, the Holy Spirit fell over us. Oh, for a day in the presence of God with wonderful His Glory. I have lived a thousand days since that day which did not compare.

Psalm 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.
Psalm 84:12 O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.
85 Psalm 85 

Verses 1-13 

Psalm 85
Historical Background- This Psalm seems to be post-exilic because it refers to the return of the Captivity ( Psalm 85:1).

Psalm 85:1, "(To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.) LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob."

Psalm 85:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.) LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.
Psalm 42:1 — "A Psalm for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 92]

92] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 85:6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?
Psalm 85:6 — Word Study on "revive" - BDB says the Hebrew word "revive" ( חָיָה) (H 2421) means, "to live, to have life, to continue in life, to remain alive, to sustain life, to live on or upon, to live (prosperously), to revive, and to be quickened." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 262times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "live 153, alive 34, save 13, quicken 14, revive 12, surely 10, life 9, recover 8, misc 9."

Psalm 85:10-11 — Comments- Note these insightful words from Marietta Davis regarding the meaning of mercy and truth meeting together when she was beholding the birth of our Saviour on earth:

"Another voice said, ‘This day the love of God is manifested to Prayer of Manasseh , who is fallen, who is "dead in trespasses and sins." ( Ephesians 2:1). Now salvation appears. Now truth moves from the eternity of its existence, clothed in the garments of salvation ( Isaiah 61:10). Justice and mercy meet upon the fallen planet, and they embrace over prostrate humanity. Justice declares itself against sin. Thus the eternal throne is vindicated, and the government of the kingdom is perpetuated. Meanwhile, mercy pleads the cause of the sinner, who is exposed to unremitting sorrow because of transgression.'" 93]

93] Marietta Davis, Caught Up Into Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1982), 106-7.

In this vision Mercy continued to plead with Justice for the soul of a poor sinner. Once the Son was offered as a sacrifice upon Calvary, then Justice withheld his hand of judgment.

86 Psalm 86 

Verses 1-17 

Psalm 86
Psalm 86:9 All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name.
Psalm 86:9 — Comments - In Psalm 86:9 David prophesies that all nations of the earth will one day come and worship the Lord God of Israel. This was a radical way to think in the ancient, polytheistic world of idolatry and paganism. 

87 Psalm 87 

Verses 1-7 

Psalm 87
Psalm 87:1 (A Psalm or Song for the sons of Korah.) His foundation is in the holy mountains. 
Psalm 42:1 — "A Psalm or Song for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 94]

94] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

88 Psalm 88 

Verses 1-18 

Psalm 88
Psalm 88:1 (A Song or Psalm for the sons of Korah, to the chief Musician upon Mahalath Leannoth, Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite.) O LORD God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee:
Psalm 42:1 — "A Song or Psalm for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 95]

95] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 88:1 — "Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite" - Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 96]

96] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Scripture Reference- Note:

1 Kings 4:31, "For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about."

89 Psalm 89 

Verses 1-52 

Psalm 89
Psalm 89:1 (Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite.) I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations.
Psalm 89:1 — "Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite" - Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 97]

97] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Scripture Reference- Note:

1 Kings 4:31, "For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about."

Psalm 89:17 For thou art the glory of their strength: and in thy favour our horn shall be exalted.
Psalm 89:17 — Comments- Psalm 89:17 seems to show that the word "horn" is synonymous with the word "strength." The word "horn" may carry the idea of authority or a position of power ( Zechariah 1:21, Luke 1:69, Revelation 17:12).

Zechariah 1:21, "Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it."

Luke 1:69, "And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David;"

Revelation 17:12, "And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast."

Psalm 89:20 I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him:
Psalm 89:20 — Scripture References- Note:

Acts 13:22-23, "And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will. Of this man"s seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:"

Psalm 89:52 Blessed be the LORD for evermore. Amen, and Amen. 
Psalm 89:52 — Comments- Psalm 89:52 serves as the doxology that closes Book Three.

BOOK FOUR
90 Psalm 90 

Verses 1-17 

Psalm 90
Theme- The theme of Psalm 90 is for God to redeem His children in order to fulfill their destinies in the midst of their brief lives.

Structure- Psalm 90 contrasts God"s eternal nature ( Psalm 90:1-6) with man"s temporal, sinful nature ( Psalm 90:7-10), moving the author to cry out for God's mercy ( Psalm 90:11-17). Another way to view this Psalm is to see references to man's spiritual journey here on earth. We read about God's foreknowledge as He predestined His creation for a purpose ( Psalm 90:1-2), His call to man in the midst of his frailty and depravity ( Psalm 90:3-6), our need for justification ( Psalm 90:7-9), our need for sanctification in the description of man's mortality and Moses' cry for wisdom ( Psalm 90:10-12), and our glorification is reflected in Moses' prayer for God to set His glory upon His children ( Psalm 90:13-17).

Psalm 90:1 (A Prayer of Moses the man of God.) Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Psalm 90:1 — Word Study on "dwelling place" - Strong says the Hebrew word "dwelling place" "ma`own" ( מָעֹון) (H 4583) means, "abode, dwelling (place), habitation." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "habitation 10, dwelling 4, den 2, dwelling place 2, dwellingplace 1." Strong suggests that this Hebrew word comes from an unused primitive root that means, "to dwell together." Note the Hebrew word ( עֹנָה) (5772), which means, "cohabitation, conjugal rights."

Psalm 90:1 — Comments- We can imagine this prayer of Moses as he despaired of the forty years of wandering in the wilderness. Such vanity and endless wandering while one generation died in the wilderness brought the children of Israel face to face with the reality of their mortality. They had no dwelling place, no cities to dwelling in as did the Gentiles around them. Their only dwelling place was their tents pitched around the Tabernacle. Thus, God (represented by the Tabernacle in the wilderness) was their dwelling place; and not only for his generation. But Moses understood the divine truth that God was man's only permanent dwelling place for all peoples of all nations for all generations since the time of Adam and Eve. 

Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.
Psalm 90:2 — Comments- Psalm 90:2 answers the question of "who or what existed before God?" The answer is that no one or nothing existed before God ( Isaiah 43:10).

Isaiah 43:10, "Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me."

In Psalm 90:2 Moses establishes God's eternal nature before contrasting it with man's mortal nature. God does not dwell in the realm of time as man does. This psalm will later say that the days of man's life or seventy to eighty years, which is a declaration of our mortality in contrast to God's eternal nature.

Psalm 90:2 also suggests that the mountains were created at a separate time than the heavens and the earth. Many scholars believe that the large mountain ranges were formed during the massive geological upheavals that took place at the time of the Flood, when the earth's outer crust split and moved and crashed into one another. 

Regarding the phrase "thou are God," we note that the Scripture does not say "You were God, but rather, "You are God," meaning that God dwells in eternity, and not in the past. God does not dwell in the realm of time, so He is referred to in the present tense. This is why Jesus said, "Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am." ( John 8:58)

Psalm 90:3 Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men. 
Psalm 90:3 — Word Study on "destruction" - Strong says the Hebrew word "destruction" "dakka"" ( דַּכָּא) (H 1793) literally, crushed," and figuratively, "contrite, destruction." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 3times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "contrite 2, destruction 1." Strong says this Hebrew word comes from the primitive root ( דָּכָא) (H 1792), which means, "to crumble, to bruise."

Psalm 90:4 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.
Psalm 90:4 — "For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past" - Scripture Reference- Note:

2 Peter 3:8, "But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."

Psalm 90:4 — "and as a watch in the night" - Comments- The Jews divided the night into four watches, consisting of three hours per watch. Each watch began at 6:00 p.m, 9:00p.m, 12:00 midnight and 3:00 a.m. 

Psalm 90:4 — Comments- The God'sWord translation of Psalm 90:4 reads, "Indeed, in your sight a thousand years are like a single day, like yesterday--already past--like an hour in the night."

Psalm 90:5 Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 
Psalm 90:6 In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth. 
Psalm 90:5-6 — — Scripture Reference- Note the same thought in James 1:10-11.

James 1:10-11, "But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways."

Psalm 90:7 For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled. 
Psalm 90:8 Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 
Psalm 90:9 For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told.
Psalm 90:10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
Psalm 90:10 — "and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years" - Comments- Strength in the life of a person is the reason he can live ten years more past the age of seventy years old.

Psalm 90:10 — Comments- In the Garden of Eden mankind was immortal. He was untainted with sin and the characteristics of the earth were perfected for his immortality. Immediately after the fall, man's lifespan was reduced to approximately one thousand years according to the genealogy of Genesis 5:1-32. Man was now subject to mortality through death and decay as was the earth. Romans 8:19-22 says the creation was subjected to vanity along with man's mortality. Thus, the characteristics of the earth were slightly altered along with the shortening of man's lifespan.

Romans 8:19-22, "For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now."

The second time God reduced man's lifespan is during the time of Noah's flood ( Genesis 6:3), when God reduced man's lifespan drastically down to one hundred twenty years. God did this by altering the characteristics of the earth through the Flood. Today we live within the same characteristics of the earth and within the same bounds of a 120-year lifespan. 

Genesis 6:3, "And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with Prayer of Manasseh , for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years."

Five hundred years after Noah, Moses refers to man living seventy to eighty years ( Psalm 90:10). During the wilderness journeys of Israel, God reduced the lifespan in order to raise up a new generation of Israelites that were able to go into the Promised Land to possess it. However, we must not think of this as a divine decree that reduced mankind's lifespan, but rather an observation of the average age of man's life while living in disobedience to God's purpose and plan for his life. Even today, there are a few people who live up to one hundred twenty years, while most of us live only to seventy to eighty years, just as Moses described. We can make this evaluation because each time God shortened man's lifespan, He altered the characteristics of the earth. However, from the time of Noah to Moses no alterations were made.

We know that God will one day restore man's lifespan back to its original immortality. Again, this event will coincide with the creation of a new heaven and earth. Some scholars suggest that man's thousand-year lifespan will be restored during the Millennial Reign of Christ, but I have yet to find how this change will coincide with the alterations of the earth.

Psalm 90:10 — Comments- The Book of Jubilees quotes Psalm 90:10. The context of this verse is found in a description of Abraham's death after a long life due to righteous living. However, from this time forward, man's days will be shortened because of the wickedness of their generations.

"Then they shall say: ‘The days of the forefathers were many (even), unto a thousand years, and were good; but behold, the days of our life, if a man has lived many, are three score years and ten, and, if he is strong, four score years, and those evil, and there is no peace in the days of this evil generation.'" (The Book of Jubilees 2315-16) 98]

98] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 48.

91 Psalm 91 

Verses 1-16 

Psalm 91
Psalm 91:1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
Psalm 91:1 — Word Study on "He that dwelleth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "dwelleth" "yāšaḇ" ( ָיַ שׁ ב) (H 3427) is a primitive root meaning, "to sit down, dwell, remain." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 1088 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "dwell 437, inhabitant 221, sit 172, abide 70, inhabit 39, down 26, remain 23, in 22, tarry 19, set 14, continue 5, place 7, still 5, taken 5, misc 23."

Psalm 91:1 — Word Study on "in the secret place" - Strong says the Hebrew word "secret place" "cether" ( סֵתֶר) (H 5643) literally means, "a cover, hiding place, protection, secret." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 36 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "secret 12, secretly 9, covert 5, secret place 3, hiding place 2, backbiting 1, covering 1, disguiseth 1, privily 1, protection 1."

Psalm 91:1 — "of the most High" - Comments- Joseph Prince suggests that the author gives God the title of "the most High" in Psalm 91:1 as a foreshadowing of Christ's resurrection and exaltation, which then gives the Church its place of rest. 99]

99] Joseph Prince, "Sermon," on Destined to Reign (New Creations Chuch, Singapore), television program.

Psalm 91:1 — "shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty" - Comments- Note that in the tabernacle, the mercy seat of God's abiding place in the Holy of Holies was overshadowed by the wings of two cherubim. Note:

Psalm 36:7, "How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings."

Psalm 91:2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 
Psalm 91:2 — Word Study on "will I trust" - Strong says the Hebrew word "trust" "batach" ( בָּטוּחַ) (H 982) is a primitive root that literally means, "to hide for refuge," and figuratively, "to trust, be confident, be sure." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 120 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "trust 103, confidence 4, secure 4, confident 2, bold 1, careless 1, hope 1, hoped 1, ones 1, sure 1, women 1."

Psalm 91:3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. 
Psalm 91:3 — Word Study on "the fowler" - Strong says the Hebrew word "fowler" "yaquwsh" ( יָקוּשׁ) (H 3353) literally means, "entangled," and figuratively, "a snarer, fowler, snare." It is the passive participle of ( יָקַשׁ) (3369), which means, "to ensnare." He says this participle form implies a snare (intransitive) or a snarer (transitive). The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 3times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "fowler 2, snare 1." Although the KJV chose to use the more specific term "fowler," which is someone who hunts wild birds, some scholars regard the Hebrew word to have more general meaning of "one who ensnares." The LXX uses the more general term "hunters."

Psalm 91:4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 
Psalm 91:4 — "He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust" - Comments- We have owned chickens and watched how each night the baby chicks hid under their mother's wings and in the feathers on her chest.

Psalm 91:4 — Comments - On the curtains of the Tabernacle were embroideries of heavenly cheribum ( Exodus 26:1). As the priest entered the Holy Place, he could look up at the draped ceiling and see the embroidery of the cheribum with their wings spreading across the Tabernacle.

Exodus 26:1, "Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work shalt thou make them."

Psalm 91:5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 
Psalm 91:6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 
Psalm 91:7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.
Psalm 91:8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.
Psalm 91:8 — Comments- We see people dying of sickness, full of financial difficulties and problems on jobs, with families and marriages, even terrible accidents. Psalm 91:8 says that we will only see them with our eyes. That Isaiah , we do not have to experience these types of calamities of all those around us. We do not have to fear these things coming into our lives as children of God. Calamities are not a matter of fate, nor of chance, but it is the product of not following after Godliness and abiding under His wing of protection. 

Abraham did not fear these things ( Genesis 15:1).

Genesis 15:1, "After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward."

Psalm 91:9 Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; 
Psalm 91:10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.
Psalm 91:11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
Psalm 91:10-11 — Comments- God will protect his children by placing a hedge about them ( Job 1:10).

Job 1:10, "Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land."

This hedge of protection will be a group of angels that are assigned to accompany us to protect us from the demonic forces of Satan.

Psalm 91:12 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.
Psalm 91:11-12 — Comments - God's Angels Watch Over Us- God does watch over us using His angels ( Hebrews 1:14).

Hebrews 1:14, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?"

Satan quoted these verses to Jesus Christ, using them out of context, in an attempt to cause Him to tempt God.

Matthew 4:6-7, "And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God."

Psalm 91:13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. 
Psalm 91:13 — Comments- The lion and adder and dragon are figurative of demonic forces that we have been given authority over through the name of Jesus.

Psalm 91:14-16 — Comments- The Lord is speaking in the first person singular in Psalm 91:14-16.

Psalm 91:14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. 
Psalm 91:15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.
Psalm 91:16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.
Psalm 91:16 — "and shew him My salvation" - Comments- God will not only give us a long life to live, seventy to eighty years ( Psalm 90:10), but also will daily bring His children divine salvation or deliverance from calamities and problems and destruction of the devil in every area of our lives, Hallelujah!

Psalm 90:10, "The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away."

92 Psalm 92 

Verses 1-15 

Psalm 92
Introduction - The Jewish Targum attributes Psalm 92to Adam, who spoke these words when he was pardoned for his sins on the Sabbath day at the time of the Fall. 100]

100] Hermann Gollancz, ‘The Targum to the Song of Songs' (London: Luzac & Co, 1909), 7. 
Psalm 92:1-2 — Comments- Psalm 92:1-2 implies that it is good to have times of praise, thanks giving and prayer early in morning and before going to bed each night.

Psalm 92:1 (A Psalm or Song for the sabbath day.) It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High: 
Psalm 92:2 To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night,
Psalm 92:2 — "To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 59:16, "But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble."

Psalm 143:8, "Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee."

Lamentations 3:22-23, "It is of the LORD"S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness."

Psalm 92:2 — Comments- The daily sacrifices at the Temple required a morning and an evening sacrifice. Psalm 92:2 shows us that the morning sacrifice requested God"s mercies for that day. The evening sacrifice declared God"s faithfulness to His children at the end of a day. 

Psalm 92:7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever:
Psalm 92:7 — — Scripture References- Note the same thought in James 1:10-11.

James 1:10-11, "But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways."

Psalm 92:8 But thou, LORD, art most high for evermore. 
Psalm 92:9 For, lo, thine enemies, O LORD, for, lo, thine enemies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.
Psalm 92:10 But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I shall be anointed with fresh oil.
Psalm 92:10 — Word Study on "the unicorns" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "unicorn" ( רְאֵם) (H 7214) probably refers the wild bull. Therefore, modern English versions often translated the word as "wild ox." The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word is found 9 times in the Old Testament and is translated "unicorn" all 9 times in the KJV. This word is only found in Hebrew poetry.

Psalm 92:10 — Comments- Leonard Ravenhill once said "your prayer life denotes how much dependability you have on your own ability, and how much you really believe in your heart when you sing, ‘Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to thy Cross I cling…' The more self-confidence you have, the less you pray. The less self-confidence you have, the more you have to pray." 101] This was the first time that I had heard the concept of "self-confidence" discussed from a biblical perspective of brokenness and humility of heart.

101] Leonard Ravenhill, The Gospel of Prayer (Lindale, Texas, 1994) [on-line]; accessed 14June 2011; available from http://www.ravenhill.org/prayer.htm; Internet.

As a new believer, I began to have a growing conviction of dependence on God, and less of my own abilities. We do not need more self-confidence, but more Christ-confidence, more confidence in God working greatly through us in a growing relationship of intimacy. When we humble ourselves before a God in utter dependence upon Him, guess what? He exalts us. He fills us with the presence of Himself. This is holy living. Note: 

1 Peter 5:6-9, "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world."

James 4:7-8, "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded."

Scriptures:

1. The poor man cried:

Psalm 34:6, "This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles."

2. David was poor and needy: 

Psalm 86:1, "A Prayer of David. Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy."

3. The poor in spirit are blessed:

Matthew 5:3, "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

4. Jesus was meek and lowly:

Matthew 11:29, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls."

5. God has chosen the weak things: 

2 Corinthians 1:27 

6. Paul was weak:

2 Corinthians 12:7-9 

7. God has chosen the poor to be rich in faith:

James 2:5, "Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?"

Psalm 92:11 Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies, and mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against me. 
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Verses 1-5 

Psalm 93
Psalm 93:5 Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.
Psalm 93:5 — "holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever" - Word Study on "becometh" - Strong says the Hebrew word "becometh" ( נָאָה) (H 4998) means, "to be pleasant (suitable), beautiful, comely." Holladay tells us that some believe ( נָאָה) is the Niphal of ( אָוָה) (H 183), meaning, "to desire, be desirable, long, lust." The RSV, NASB read, "It befits (is proper, suitable, becoming to)." The NIV reads, "It adorns."

Scripture Reference- Note: 

1 Corinthians 3:17, "If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are."

94 Psalm 94 

Verses 1-23 

Psalm 94
Structure- In Psalm 94:1-15 a nation cries out for God to take vengeance. In Psalm 94:16-23 an individual cries out for the same help.

95 Psalm 95 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 95
Introduction- Hebrews 4:7 says "in David" and quotes from Psalm 95:7-8, which means David was the author of this psalm.

Hebrews 4:7, "Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts."

Psalm 95:1 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Psalm 95:2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.
Psalm 95:2 — Comments- Begin time with God in thanksgiving, and then enter into praise ( Psalm 100:4).

Psalm 100:4, "Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name."

Psalm 95:3 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
Psalm 95:7-11 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 95:7-11 is quoted in Hebrews 3:7-15
Hebrews 3:7-15, "Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are — made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation."

Psalm 95:7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice, 
Psalm 95:8-9 — Comments- The Hebrew word for "provocation" is "meribah" ( מְרִיבָה) (H 4808). The Hebrew word for "temptation" is "massah" ( מַסָּה) (H 4531). This is a clear reference to Exodus 17:1-7, when the children of Israel tempted the Lord at Rephidim for water to drink.

Exodus 17:7, "And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?"
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Psalm 96
Historical Background- The entirety of Psalm 96 is a part of the praise that was sung by King David in the processional that led the ark into Jerusalem for the first time (See 1 Chronicles 16:23-33). 

Characteristics- Psalm 96 begins and ends with the same verses that Psalm 98 begin and end with.

Psalm 96:13 Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.
Psalm 96:13 — — Scripture References- Note: 

Acts 17:31, "Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead."

97 Psalm 97 
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Psalm 97
Psalm 97:2 Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 
Psalm 97:2 — "Clouds and darkness are round about him" - Illustration:
Exodus 19:9, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the LORD."

Psalm 97:3 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.
Psalm 97:3 — Scripture Reference- Note: 

Hebrews 12:29, "For our God is a consuming fire."

98 Psalm 98 

Verses 1-9 

Psalm 98
Characteristics- Psalm 98 begins and ends with the same verses that Psalm 96 begin and end with.

Structure- In this song of praise, the nation of Israel is exhorted to praise the Lord ( Psalm 98:1-3), then all people of the world ( Psalm 98:4-6), then all of creation ( Psalm 98:7-9).

99 Psalm 99 

Verses 1-9 

Psalm 99
Theme - Psalm 99 is a song referring to God"s holiness. Psalm 99:3; Psalm 99:5; Psalm 99:9 repeat the stanza that God is holy.

Psalm 99:1 The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved.
Psalm 99:1 — "he sitteth between the cherubims" - Comments- Here, God promised to speak to His children through the High Priest from the mercy seat ( Exodus 25:22).

Exodus 25:22, "And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel."

Note:

Psalm 80:1, (To the chief Musician upon Shoshannimeduth, "A Psalm of Asaph.) Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth."

100 Psalm 100 
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Psalm 100
Psalm 100:3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Psalm 100:3 — "and not we ourselves" - Comments- Hebrew ( וְלֹא אֲנַ֑חְנוּ). 

Hebrew ( ו) - Translated, "and." 

Hebrew ( לאׁ) (H 3808) - Translated, "not." 

Hebrew ( אֲנַחְנוּ) (H 587) - Translated, "ourselves."

Many versions translate this Hebrew phrase, "and we are His." 

ASV, "Know ye that Jehovah, he is God: It is he that hath made us, and we are his; We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture."

YLT, "Know that Jehovah He is God, He made us, and we are His, His people--and the flock of His pasture."

Psalm 100:3 — "and the sheep of his pasture" - Comments- Ezekiel 34describes God's people using the metaphor of sheep.

Psalm 100:4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
Psalm 100:4 — Scripture References- Note:

Psalm 95:2, "Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms."

Psalm 100:5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 
Psalm 100:5 — Comments- Psalm 100:5 gives us the reason to praise the Lord.

101 Psalm 101 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 101
Theme- In Psalm 101the psalmist takes us through a process of how to make our way perfect before the Lord while living in a wicked world. One key that is mentioned several times within this psalm is that he will not allow his eyes to dwell upon wickedness. The eyes and the ears are the gateway to man's soul. We can guard our hearts by first guarding what we allow to enter our minds.

Psalm 101is a testimony of how a leader should behave in office. Therefore, some people call this Psalm an oath of office.

Psalm 101:3 I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me. 
Psalm 101:3 — "I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes" - Word Study on "wicked" - The Hebrew word "Belial" ( בְּלִיַּעַל) (H 1100) is used throughout the Old Testament to refer to a wicked person. Strong says it literally means, "without profit, worthlessness."

Comments- As a Christian living in this evil world we cannot block everything indecent that passes before our eyes. Here in Psalm 101:3 David says that he will not take the initiative to place such wicked things in front of his eyes. The difference is the act of man's will. We can make a quality decision to not bring indecency before us and dwell upon it. We have the ability to turn our faces when indecency comes by. We can choose cast down such thoughts that these images produce in our minds by thinking on things that are of a good report ( Philippians 4:8). This is the way that God created our minds and our will and our hearts. We can live in a wicked world without being overcome with such evil.

Philippians 4:8, "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things."
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Psalm 102:3 For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth.
Psalm 102:3 — "and my bones are burned as an hearth" - Scripture Reference- Note: 

Job 30:30, "My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with heat."

Psalm 102:18 This shall be written for the generation to come: and the people which shall be created shall praise the LORD.
Psalm 102:18 — "This shall be written for the generation to come" - Comments- Psalm 102:18 says that the Old Testament was written for the New Testament believers ( Romans 15:4, 1 Corinthians 10:11, Hebrews 8:5).

Romans 15:4, "For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope."

1 Corinthians 10:11, "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come."

Hebrews 8:5, "Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith Hebrews , that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount."

Psalm 102:20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death;
Psalm 102:20 — — Scripture Reference- Note: 

Isaiah 61:1-3, "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified."

Psalm 102:25-27 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 102:25-27 is quoted in Hebrews 1:10-12.

Hebrews 1:10-12, "And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail."

103 Psalm 103 

Verses 1-22 

Psalm 103
Psalm 103:1 (A Psalm of David.) Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Psalm 103:1 — "bless his holy name" - Comments- Matthew 6:9 says that the Lord's name is holy. No one else in all the universe has the name of the Lord (YHWH).

Matthew 6:9, "After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name."

Psalm 103:2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
Psalm 103:2 — "and forget not all his benefits" - Comments- As I was praying in Philippians 4:6 one morning about not being anxious, the Lord quickened to me "forget not all His benefits." As I go throughout this day, I am to be always mindful of what He has done for me. As I read through this psalm that morning, I felt a praise swell in my heart and I began singing praises to my Lord, much as David must have experienced as the Lord gave him these very words.

Philippians 4:6, "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God."

Psalm 103:3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
Psalm 103:4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;
Psalm 103:4 — "who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies" - Comments- The Hebrew word "lovingkindness is "hesed" ( חֵסֵד) (H 2617). This is the agape love of the Old Testament. The Lord has tender mercy upon us because He loves us.

Psalm 103:5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle"s.
Psalm 103:5 — "so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle"s" - Comments- Gesenius, commenting on the Hebrew word for "eagle" ( נְשַׁר) (H 5404), tells us that Psalm 103:5 is a reference to the molting that an eagle goes through, as do many other birds, to renew its wing feathers so that it is able to fly continually. 

Psalm 103:5 — Scripture Reference- We see another reference to the renewal of strength and the flight of an eagle in Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."

Psalm 103:6 The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 
Psalm 103:7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel. 
Psalm 103:8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 
Psalm 103:9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.
Psalm 103:9 — Comments- The Lord does not always keep His anger. Note that God asks us to do the same thing in Ephesians 4:26.

Ephesians 4:26, "Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:"

Psalm 103:10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
Psalm 103:11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.
Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:12 — "As far as the east is from the west" - Comments- An airline pilot once noted that an airplane can fly so far north that it begins to fly south, but it can never fly so far east that it begins to go west. Thus, the north meets the south, but the east will never meet the west. Their distance apart is infinite.

Psalm 103:12 — — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Isaiah 43:25, "I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins."

Isaiah 44:22, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee."

Psalm 103:15 As for Prayer of Manasseh , his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.
Psalm 103:15 — — Scripture References- Note the same thought in James 1:10-11.

James 1:10-11, "But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways."

Psalm 103:20 Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. 
Psalm 103:20 — Comments- Benny Hinn understands Psalm 103:20 to mean that the angels hearken unto the voice of God's servants as well when they speak the words of God. 102]

102] Benny Hinn, "Sermon," at Fire Conference, 5-6 June 2009, Miracle Center Cathedral, Kampala, Uganda.

Psalm 103:21 Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 
Psalm 103:22 Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul.
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Psalm 104:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty.
Psalm 104:1 — Comments- Psalm 104opens with praise and blessings to Almighty God ( Psalm 104:1; Psalm 104:35). The body of this psalm reflects upon His creation as the clearest testimony given to mankind of God's greatness, honour and majesty. The psalmist will acknowledge God's greatness again in Psalm 104:24, "O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them," and he will bless Him in Psalm 104:33, "I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being." All of creation testifies to God's greatness, bearing witness to His eternal power and godhead ( Romans 1:19-20), and declaring His glory ( Psalm 19:1-4). Psalm 104will testify of God's greatness by revealing God's divine providence and care over His creation.

Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

Psalm 19:1, "To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge."

Psalm 104:2 Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain:
Psalm 104:2 — "who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain" - Scripture Reference- Note a similar a statement in Isaiah 40:22, "It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:"

Psalm 104:4 Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:
Psalm 104:4 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 104:4 is quoted in Hebrews 1:7.

Hebrews 1:7, "And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire."

Comments- We find examples of angels described as flaming fire in the story of Moses and the burning bush in Exodus 3:2, "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed."

We have the Holy Spirit described as burning lamps in Revelation 4:5, "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God."

Psalm 104:6-9 — God's Glory Revealed by the Flood- Psalm 104:6-9 appears to describe the events of the Flood recorded in Genesis 6-8.

Psalm 104:15 And wine that maketh glad the heart of Prayer of Manasseh , and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth man"s heart.
Psalm 104:15 — Comments- Wine, oil, and bread were the stables of food for the children of Israel. Psalm 104:15 reveals that each of these foods had a purpose.

Psalm 104:30 Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.
Psalm 104:30 — "and thou renewest the face of earth" - Comments- The NET reads, "and you replenish the surface of the ground." The context of Psalm 104:30 implies that man begins to exist when he is created in the womb, and is born to replenish the earth, which reflects God first commandment to man to take dominion of the earth and fill it ( Genesis 1:26-28).

Psalm 104:30 — Comments- The Mormons believe in the pre-existence of man as a spirit with God before he is born on earth. 103] Psalm 104:30 makes it clear that God creates man so that man has a beginning, a point of creation, so that there was a time before a man's existence.

103] James Talmage wrote the articles of faith for the Mormon church. In it he deals with the pre-existence of Prayer of Manasseh , saying, "While existence is eternal and therefore to being there never was a beginning, never will be an end…" and, "The pre-existent condition is not characteristic of human souls alone; all things of earth have a spiritual being, of which the temporal structure forms but the counterpart." See James E. Talmage, The Articles of Faith: A Series of Lectures on the Principle Doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Deseret News, 1899), 33, 199.

Psalm 104:35 Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.
Psalm 104:35 — "Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more" - Comments- God's plan of redemption for mankind is designed to sustain righteousness upon earth while judging the wicked. However, redemption is not limited to mankind, but the rest of His creation as well; for the earth was made subject to vanity at the time of man's fall. Paul the apostle tells us that all of creation groans and travails, awaiting the redemption of mankind so that it can be restored to perfect order ( Romans 8:19-23). Thus, every aspect of God's creation is designed to judge wickedness and man's pride.

105 Psalm 105 

Verses 1-45 

Psalm 105
Theme- Psalm 105 makes known God's deeds among the people and talks of all His wondrous works ( Psalm 105:1-2). 

Psalm 105:1 O give thanks unto the LORD call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people. 
Psalm 105:14-15 — Illustrations:
Genesis 12:17-20, "And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram"s wife. And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife? Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had."

Genesis 26:8-11, "And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife. And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how saidst thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die for her. And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us. And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be put to death."

Psalm 105:1-15 — Comments- Psalm 105:1-15 is similar to 1 Chronicles 16:6-22, when the ark was carried into Jerusalem.

Psalm 105:16-23 — The Story of Joseph- The story of Joseph is found in Genesis 39-47.

Psalm 105:23 Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 
Psalm 105:23 — "and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham" - Comments- Ham was one of Noah"s three sons. Genesis 10:6 tells us that Mizraim was the son of Ham. Mizraim is the Hebrew word for "Egypt." Ham"s descendents were the ancestors of the nation of Egypt. Thus, Ham is used poetically a synonym for Egypt in Psalm 78:51.

Genesis 10:6, "And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan."

Psalm 105:31 He spake, and there came divers sorts of flies, and lice in all their coasts.
Psalm 105:31 — Word Study on "divers sorts of flies" - Strong says the Hebrew word "divers sorts of flies" ( עָרֹב) (H 6157) means, "swarm," and "divers sorts of flies." The phrase "of flies" is not in the original text, but is rather implied. The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is found 9 times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "swarm 7" in Exodus , and "divers sorts of flies 2" in Psalm. 

Psalm 105:37 He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.
Psalm 105:37 — "and there was not one feeble person among their tribes" - Word Study on "feeble" - Strong says the Hebrew word "feeble" ( כָּשַׁל) (H 3782) means, "to totter, waver." NASB, "not one who stumbled."

Comments - Psalm 105:37 describes the two-fold blessing that God has made available to everyone of His children, which is his prosperity and divine health. These were the first two blessings that He bestowed upon the Israelites as they went forth from Egypt ( Psalm 105:37, Exodus 12:36). The Lord once spoke to Norvel Hayes and told him that people are rewarded in two ways if they will serve the Lord. They will receive health and prosperity in this life. The Lord then referred him to 3 John 1:2. 104]

104] Norvel Hayes, "Sermon," Word of Faith Family Church, Dallas, Texas 1989-99; Norvel Hayes, Financial Dominion: How To Take Charge Of You Finances (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, c 1986), 9-17.

Psalm 105:37, "He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes."

Exodus 12:36, "And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians."

3 John 1:2, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth."

In his book Journey Into the Miraculous Todd Bentley quotes Benny Hinn commenting on the condition of the Church immediately before the Rapture takes place. "The day is coming, I tell you this, I know it like I know my name, the day is coming when there will not be one sick saint in the body of Christ. No one will be raptured out of a hospital bed. You're all gonna be healed before the rapture." (Benny Hinn, Praise The Lord, 7/8/96)." 105]

105] Todd Bentley, Journey Into the Miraculous (Victoria, BC, Canada: Hemlock Printers, Ltd, 2003), 5.

Just as God's people were healed during the first Passover and went out from Egypt strong and health, so will God's people experience this mighty wave of healing before they are raptured at the Second Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

106 Psalm 106 

Verses 1-48 

Psalm 106
Outline- Outline of Psalm 106 :

A. God's praise ( Psalm 106:1-3) 

for His goodness and mercy 

for His mighty acts and praise beyond utterance 

The righteous are bless.

B. Our plea ( Psalm 106:4-5)

C. Our confession ( Psalm 106:6)

D. God's show of mercy and kindness to Israel ( Psalm 106:7-46)

1. The Red Sea Deliverance ( Psalm 106:7-12)

a. People's sin ( Psalm 106:7)

b. God's mercy ( Psalm 106:8)

c. God's mighty acts ( Psalm 106:9-11)

d. Praise the Lord ( Psalm 106:12)

2. The Wilderness experience ( Psalm 106:13-33)

a. Lusting ( Psalm 106:13-15)

b. Envy, Jealousy ( Psalm 106:16-18) 

c. Idolatry ( Psalm 106:19-23)

d. Unbelief ( Psalm 106:24-27)

e. Disobedience ( Psalm 106:24-27)

f. Idolatry ( Psalm 106:28-31)

g. Provoking God ( Psalm 106:32-33)

3. Idolatrous Nation ( Psalm 106:34-39)

4. Judgment, pity, mercy ( Psalm 106:40-46)

E. Conclusion ( Psalm 106:47-48)

1. Cry for deliverance ( Psalm 106:47)

2. Doxology to praise the Lord ( Psalm 106:48)

Psalm 106:4 Remember me, O LORD, with the favour that thou bearest unto thy people: O visit me with thy salvation;
Psalm 106:4 — Comments- The writer of Psalm 106 asks for same favour that God showed Israel many times in the past.

Psalm 106:5 That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance.
Psalm 106:5 — — Comments- Three parallel statements can be seen in Psalm 106:5 : 

1. See the good of thy chosen

2. Rejoice in the gladness of thy nation 

3. Glory with thine inheritance

Psalm 106:6-46 — Israel's Rebellion - These stories of Israel"s rebellion in Psalm 106:6-46 are discussed again in 1 Corinthians 10:1-13. This passage in 1Corinthians give us the purpose for recounting these stories of rebellion, so that they serve as examples for the New Testament Church.

1 Corinthians 10:6, "Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted."

Psalm 106:12 Then believed they his words; they sang his praise.
Psalm 106:13-16 — Comments- Sin, and therefore, a great fall, are preceded by a turning from God's counsel. 

Psalm 106:20 Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass.
Psalm 106:20 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Paul quotes Psalm 106:20 in Romans 1:23.

Romans 1:23, "And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible Prayer of Manasseh , and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things."

Psalm 106:35 But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works.
Psalm 106:34-35 — Comments- Psalm 106:34-35 reveals the reason God wanted Israel to destroy the idolatrous nations. God did not want Israel to learn their wicked ways.

Psalm 106:37 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils, 
Psalm 106:37 — Scripture Reference- Note: 

1 Corinthians 10:20, "But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils."

Psalm 106:47 Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise.
Psalm 106:47 — Comments- Psalm 106:47 seems to indicate that it was Israel that had been scattered abroad in the Babylonian captivity. Song of Solomon , this psalm was written perhaps after the exile and before the return, a 70-year span.

This prayer sums up the wicked acts of Israel as confession of sin, and remembers God's forgiveness each time:

Psalm 106:7-46 - Israel"s past evil. 

Psalm 106:1-6; Psalm 106:47-48 - Israel"s plea for help

107 Psalm 107 

Verses 1-43 

Psalm 107
Date- Psalm 107 appears to be post-exilic since it makes reference to the gathering of Israel from foreign lands ( Psalm 107:3). 

Psalm 107:3, "And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the south."

Theme- This is a psalm of praise and thanksgiving for God's eternal love, with a repetitive refrain ( Psalm 107:1; Psalm 107:8; Psalm 107:15; Psalm 107:21; Psalm 107:31) that calls man to praise Him for his love and mercy towards them. God delivers man through His mercy when he cries out to Him in repentance. 

Note some modern titles given to this Psalm:

1. Exhortation of praise

2. The Lord delivers men from manifold troubles

Structure - Here is a proposed structure for Psalm 107 :

I. Introduction: A Call to Praise the Lord ( Psalm 107:1-3) - The psalmist opens Psalm 107 by giving them a call to praise the Lord for Him mercy towards them.

II. Four Illustrations of God's Love for Mankind ( Psalm 107:4-32) - Having given a call to praise and thanksgiving to God's redeemed for His mercy and love towards them, the Psalm provides four illustrations of God's redemption to His people.

A. The Stranger — ( Psalm 107:4-8)

B. The Prisoner — ( Psalm 107:9-15)

C. The Afflicted — ( Psalm 107:16-22)

D. The Seafarer — ( Psalm 107:23-32)

These four illustrations repeat a common message of man's helplessness, his cry unto God, and the Lord's deliverance. Each illustration concludes with a call for thanksgiving unto God for His love ( Psalm 107:8; Psalm 107:15; Psalm 107:21-22; Psalm 107:31-32).

III. God's Divine Providence ( Psalm 107:33-42) - After giving four illustrations of God's redemption from earthly distress ( Psalm 107:4-32), the psalmist reminds them of how His divine providence operates here on earth. He curses the wicked ( Psalm 107:33-34) and blesses the hungry ( Psalm 107:35-38), and all based upon the love of God, which moves Him to hear the cry of those in need ( Psalm 107:39-42).

IV. Conclusion ( Psalm 107:43) - The psalmist concludes Psalm 107 by asking the redeemed to consider God's love towards them.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline of Psalm 107 :

I. Introduction — Psalm 107:1-3
II. Four Illustrations of God's Love for Mankind — Psalm 107:4-32
A. The Stranger — Psalm 107:4-8
B. The Prisoner — Psalm 107:9-15
C. The Afflicted — Psalm 107:16-22
D. The Seafarer — Psalm 107:23-32
III. God's Divine Providence — Psalm 107:33-38 

A. God Curses — Psalm 107:33-34
B. God Blesses — Psalm 107:35-38
C. God Delivers the Needy — Psalm 107:39-42 

IV. Conclusion — Psalm 107:43
Psalm 107:1 O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.
Psalm 107:1 — Word Study on "mercy" - Strong says the Hebrew word "mercy" "checed" ( חֶסֶד) (H 2617) means, "favor, good deed, kindly, (loving-) kindness, merciful (kindness), mercy, pity, reproach, wicked thing." It is often translated into English as "lovingkindness, mercy, love, and acts of kindness." It can be considered the equivalent of the New Testament word agape ἀγάπη. For this reason, the NIV translates this Hebrew word ( חֶסֶד) as "love."

NIV, "Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever."

The Hebrew word ( חֶסֶד) is used six times in refrains of the Psalm 107 (1, 8, 15, 21, 31, 43).

Psalm 107:2-3 — God Gathers His Redeemed - Psalm 107:2-3 makes a reference to God gathering the people whom He has redeemed from the four corners of the earth. This is certainly a reference to the time when the children of Israel returned from Babylonian Captivity. It dates this psalm as post-exilic. This passage also predicts of the rebirth of the nation of Israel that took place in 1948.

Psalm 107:2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say Song of Solomon , whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;
Psalm 107:3 — "the redeemed of the Lord" - Comments- We find this phrase "the redeemed of the Lord" used in Isaiah 62:12 to describe God's people.

Isaiah 62:12, "And they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken."

Psalm 107:3 — Comments- God's love is extended to all mankind; however, it is only the redeemed who have acknowledged it and now recognize it in their daily lives. The sinner, lost in the darkness of sins, is not able to see God's plan of redemption for him.

Psalm 107:3 And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the south.
Psalm 107:3 — Word Study on "the south" - Strong says the Hebrew word "south" "yam" ( ָים) (H 3220) literally means, "a sea or a large body of water." The Enhanced Strong says this word is found 396 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "sea 321, west 47, westward 21, west side 4, seafaring men 1, south 1, western 1." The word is most often used literally of the sea, particularly the great sea, or Mediterranean Sea. It is occasionally used figuratively to refer to the west, since the Sea lies immediately to the west of the land of Palestine. Because of its context of using "east, west, and north" immediately beforehand in Psalm 107:3, this is the only time this word is translated "south" in the Scriptures.

Psalm 107:3 — Comments- The event of God gathering His redeemed from the east west, north and south best describes the return of the children of Israel from Babylonian Captivity. Thus, scholars see Psalm 107:3 as an indication that this Psalm is post-exilic.

God promised this divine gathering of the nation of Israel in Deuteronomy 30:1-4 when His people turn back to Him in repentance and godly sorrow. God also spoke through the prophet Ezekiel during their Captivity and reminded them of this promise.

Deuteronomy 30:4, "If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee:"

Ezekiel 34:12, "As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day."

Psalm 107:4-32 — Four Illustrations of God's Love for Mankind- Having given a call to praise and thanksgiving to God's redeemed for His mercy and love towards them, the psalmist provides four illustrations of God's redemption to His people.

1. The Stranger — — ( Psalm 107:4-8)

2. The Prisoner — — ( Psalm 107:9-15)

3. The Afflicted — ( Psalm 107:16-22)

4. The Seafarer — — ( Psalm 107:23-32)

These four illustrations repeat a common message of man's helplessness, his cry unto God, and the Lord's deliverance. Each illustration concludes with a call for thanksgiving unto God for His love ( Psalm 107:8; Psalm 107:15; Psalm 107:21-22; Psalm 107:31-32).

Psalm 107:4-8 — God Delivers Those in the Wilderness - Psalm 107:4-8 tells us how God delivers those who are in the wilderness who are overcome with hunger and thirst. This most closely describes the children of Israel during their wilderness journeys. In God's love, He guided a sinful and rebellious people along their journey to the Promised Land. Why did the children of Israel have to face a need of water, and food, and fight against the Amalekites, etc? God was testing their faith in Him, to get them to turn to Him as their God.

Psalm 107:8 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!
Psalm 107:8 — Illustrations: 
1. Moses" song after crossing the Red sea and God's great deliverance - Exodus 15:1-19. 

2. Miriam's song - Exodus 15:20-21.

Psalm 107:18 Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death.
Psalm 107:18 — Comments- Matthew Henry says that when the physical body is sick, it loathes food. When a person's appetite is lost, death is soon to come. 106] Thus, Psalm 107:18 describes a condition of the body that approaches death unless there is divine deliverance.

106] Matthew Henry, Psalm, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Psalm 107:18.

Psalm 107:20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.
Psalm 107:20 — "their destructions" - Comments- This phrase tells us that some people have an appointed destruction. We know that Satan, who comes to steal, kill and destroy, plans these days ( John 10:10). God also has an appointed day of salvation ( 2 Corinthians 6:2). Satan may have a plan of destruction, but if we will look to God, His divine plan will prevail.

John 10:10, "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."

2 Corinthians 6:2, "(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)"

Psalm 107:22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.
Psalm 107:22 — — Comments- Leviticus 7:11-15 gives us the Laws on the thanksgiving offering.

Leviticus 7:11-12, "And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer unto the LORD. If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried."

We see a type of thanksgiving offering in Hebrews 13:15.

Hebrews 13:15, "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that Isaiah , the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name."

Psalm 107:23-30 — God Delivers from the Storm - Psalm 107:23-30 tells us how God delivers those who are in the storms of the sea. Although the context of this psalm is about God's deliverance to a rebellious people, we do find a similar deliverance in the Gospels when Jesus was awakened by His disciples in the boat during the storm and He rebuked the winds and the waves ( Matthew 8:23-27).

Psalm 107:23 They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;
Psalm 107:23 — "They that go down to the sea in ships" - Comments- The Hebrew verb describes a descent, to go downward. This would describe the journey from the highlands to the seashore. 

Psalm 107:23 — "that do business in great waters" - Comments- The phrase "in great waters" is descriptive of the vast bodies of water, such as the Mediterranean Sea, in contrast to smaller inland lakes and rivers. 

Psalm 107:33-42 — God's Divine Providence - After giving four illustrations of God's redemption from earthly distress ( Psalm 107:4-32), the psalmist reminds them of how His divine providence operates here on earth. God rules over nature and over mankind. He curses the wicked ( Psalm 107:33-34) and blesses the hungry ( Psalm 107:35-38), and all based upon the love of God, which moves Him to hear the cry of those in need ( Psalm 107:39-42). Thus, this passage of Scripture explains God's providential ways towards mankind.

Psalm 107:34 A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.
Psalm 107:34 — Comments- Psalm 107:34 serves as a good illustration of Sodom and Gomorrah ( Genesis 19:25).

Genesis 19:25, "And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground."

Psalm 107:43 — Conclusion- Psalm 107 serves as a conclusion with a final call for the redeemed to consider God's ways of mercy and love towards them. The righteous have God's wisdom to see God's hand in all of this. If man will live in an attitude of worship and praise and recognition towards Him, he will be able to abide under God's blessings, and live above the curses that plague a depraved humanity. 

Psalm 107:43 Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.
108 Psalm 108 

Verses 1-13 

Psalm 108
Introduction- Psalm 108 is a compilation of two other Psalm 57:7-11; Psalm 60:5-12. This is evidence that the entire book of Psalm as we know it today was compiled over a period of many years.

Psalm 108:1 (A Song or Psalm of David.) O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.
109 Psalm 109 

Verses 1-31 

Psalm 109
Psalm 109:5 And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love.
Psalm 109:5 — — Scripture References- Note:

Proverbs 17:13, "Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house."

Psalm 109:6 Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his right hand. 
Psalm 109:6 — Word Study on "Satan" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Satan" ( שָׂטָן) (H 7854) means, "an opponent, an adversary, Satan," and it comes from the verb ( שָׂטַן) (H 7853), which means, "to attack," or figuratively, "to accuse."

In the Old Testament, this word is used when Satan stood up against Israel ( 1 Chronicles 21:1), throughout the first two chapters of the book of Job ( Job 1:6), Psalm 109:6, and in the vision of Zechariah ( Zechariah 3:1-2).

1 Chronicles 21:1, "And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel."

Job 1:6, "Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them."

Zechariah 3:1-2, "And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?"

Psalm 109:8 Let his days be few; and let another take his office. 
Psalm 109:8 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 109:8 is quoted by Peter in Acts 1:20 referring to Judas Iscariot.

Acts 1:20, "For it is written in the book of Psalm , Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take."

Psalm 109:25 I became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they shaked their heads.
Psalm 109:25 — "when they looked upon me they shaked their heads" - Comments- Psalm 109:25 was fulfilled on the Cross, when Jesus was reviled by those who watched His crucifixion ( Matthew 27:39).

Matthew 27:39, "And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads,"

110 Psalm 110 

Verses 1-7 

Psalm 110
Theme- In this messianic Psalm , we see offices of Jesus Christ as king ( Psalm 110:1-3) and priest ( Psalm 110:4) unto God. The judgment against nations referred to in Psalm 110 seems to describe the events at the end of the Great Tribulation or the Millennial Reign of Christ.

Psalm 110:1 (A Psalm of David.) The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.
Psalm 110:1 — "until I make thine enemies thy footstool" - Comments- We see an illustration of putting enemies under one's feet in the book of Joshua.

Joshua 10:24-25, "And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua , that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their feet upon the necks of them. And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: for thus shall the LORD do to all your enemies against whom ye fight."

Psalm 110:1 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Jesus quoted Psalm 110:1 to show that this Psalm is messianic, referring to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself ( Luke 20:41-44).

Luke 20:41-44, "And he said unto them, How say they that Christ is David"s son? And David himself saith in the book of Psalm , The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Till I make thine enemies thy footstool. David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son?"

Psalm 110:2-3 — Comments- Psalm 110:2-3 expresses the eternal, divine nature of the Lord as king and priest unto God. The only person that could fit this description is the Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 110:4 The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
Psalm 110:5-7 — The Lord Judges the Nations - Psalm 110:5-7 describes the battle in which the Lord will judge the nations. This is how He will make His Father's enemies His footstool, as mentioned in the opening verse of this Psalm.

Psalm 110:5 The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath.
Psalm 110:5 — Comments- The Lord has been given authority over the nations of the earth by the Father.

Psalm 110:7 He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head.
Psalm 110:7 — Comments- Psalm 110:7 suggests that the Lord as victor after battle will refresh Himself by drinking from the brook along the way, and having been refreshed He will hold His head up high after it had drooped from being weary.

111 Psalm 111 

Verses 1-10 

Psalm 111
Characteristics- Psalm 111is a complete acrostic with each phrase beginning with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Psalm 111:1-8 contain two lines each. Psalm 111:9-10 contain three lines each. Psalm 112is the same in its acrostic structure. 

Theme- The first stanza of Psalm 111declares His mighty works, while the second stanza praises His Word; for it is by His Word that he has accomplished His works of old ( Hebrews 11:3). He continues to do so all things by the power of His excellent Word ( 2 Peter 3:5-7).

Hebrews 11:3, "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear."

2 Peter 3:5-7, "For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men."

While Psalm 112praises the Lord for the man who works righteousness, this Psalm praises the Lord for His righteous works.

Psalm 111:1 Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation. 
Psalm 111:1 — "Praise ye the LORD" - Comments- In the Hebrew the phrase "Praise ye the Lord" is the word "Hallelujah" ( הללו יה), which literally means, "Praise the Lord." It serves as an interjection before beginning the stanzas.

Psalm 111:2 The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. 
Psalm 111:2 — Comments- There are many aspects of the Lord's works. His works of creation are studied by man in the natural sciences. His works among men as He works miracles and divinely intervenes in the affairs of mankind are studied in the social sciences. Every aspect of our lives on this earth, and in Heaven will involve some aspect of learning about and proclaiming God's mighty works.

Psalm 111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.
Psalm 111:10 — Comments- In his book The Call Rick Joyner is told, "Obedience in the fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom of Solomon , but the fullness of wisdom is to obey because of your love for God." 107]

107] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 61.

112 Psalm 112 

Verses 1-10 

Psalm 112
Characteristics- Psalm 112is a complete acrostic of 22lines. Each line begins with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Psalm 112:1-8 contain two lines each. Psalm 112:9-10 contain three lines each. Psalm 111is the same in its acrostic structure. 

Theme- While Psalm 111praises the Lord for His righteous works, this Psalm praises the Lord for the man who works righteousness.

Psalm 112:9 He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour.
Psalm 112:9 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - The apostle Paul quotes from Psalm 112:9 in 2 Corinthians 9:9.

2 Corinthians 9:9, "(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever."

113 Psalm 113 

Verses 1-9 

Psalm 113
Psalm 113:6 Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!
Psalm 113:6 — Comments- In humbling himself, God went beyond just observing man. He sent His Son to die in the place of sinful man ( Philippians 2:5-8).

Philippians 2:5-8, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a Prayer of Manasseh , he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."

Psalm 113:7 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; 
Psalm 113:7 — — Scripture References- Note a similar verse in the prayer of Hannah:

1 Samuel 2:8, "He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD"S, and he hath set the world upon them."

114 Psalm 114 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 114
Theme- At a.m, March 1, 1983, I woke up from a dream where I had run in fear from a bear. The Lord told me to turn to Psalm 114, read it and then Psalm 149 and to praise Him. Note Psalm 149:5.

Psalm 149:5, "Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds."

The application is this. God dwells in us. We are to praise Him always. God will deliver us from fears. The earth trembles before God (even while He is in us). Amen. Thank you, Lord God Israel, for your wonderful mercy and grace, for Jesus Christ who died on Mount Calvary for my sins. Praise the Lord.

Structure- Psalm 114is structured in poetic Hebrew parallelism. In this case, the second line restates the first line, which can be called synonymous parallelism.

1When Israel went out of Egypt

The house of Jacob from a people of strange language;

2Judah was his sanctuary, 

and Israel his dominion.

3The sea looked and fled

The Jordan turned back;

4The mountains skipped like rams,

the hills like lambs.

5 What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? 

thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back?

6 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; 

and ye little hills, like lambs?

7 Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

at the presence of the God of Jacob;

8 Which turned the rock into a standing water, 

the flint into a fountain of waters.

Psalm 114:1 When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language; 
Psalm 114:2 Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion.
Psalm 114:2 — Comments- God dwelt with Judah - His sanctuary. God was the God of Israel - His dominion. God's presence was in Judah, His sanctuary. The God of Jacob (Israel) means that Israel was His dominion. Thus, the whole earth trembles before God ( Psalm 114:7). He delivers his children ( Psalm 114:1).

Psalm 114:3 The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back. 
Psalm 114:3 — — "The sea saw it, and fled" - Scripture References- Note:

Exodus 14:16, "But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea."

Exodus 14:21, "And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided."

Psalm 114:3 — — "Jordan was driven back" - Scripture References- Note:

Joshua 3:15-17, "And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,) That the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan."

Psalm 114:3 — Comments- Psalm 114:3; Psalm 114:5 are parallel. The Psalmist is mocking the Red Sea and Jordan, as they fled before the presence of the Lord.

Psalm 114:3 — Comments- Note that Psalm 114:3 sums up the 40-year Exodus , beginning from the Red Sea crossing to the Jordan crossing.

Psalm 114:4 The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs. 
Psalm 114:4 — Comments- Psalm 114:4; Psalm 114:6 are parallel. As in Psalm 114:5, the psalmist mocks nature as it flees at the presence of the Lord.

Psalm 114:4 — Comments- Psalm 114:4 is a reference to the presence of the Lord upon Mount Sinai ( Exodus 19:18).

Exodus 19:18, "And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly."

Psalm 114:5 What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? 
Psalm 114:6 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, like lambs? 
Psalm 114:7 Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob; 
Psalm 114:8 Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into a fountain of waters.
Psalm 114:8 — Comments- Psalm 114:8 is a reference to the times when Moses struck the rock and brought water forth for the children of Israel ( Exodus 17:6, Numbers 20:11).

Exodus 17:6, "Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel."

Numbers 20:11, "And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also."

Regarding the phrase "the flint into a fountain of waters," we find a similar description in Deuteronomy 8:15, "Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint;"

Note the same poetic use of the words "rock" and "flint" in Deuteronomy 32:13, "He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock;"

115 Psalm 115 

Verses 1-18 

Psalm 115
Psalm 115:16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD"S: but the earth hath he given to the children of men. 
Psalm 115:16 — Comments- The Lord had delegated authority for mankind to rule the earth in Genesis 1:26-31. However, in the Garden of Eden man yielded his authority to Satan. Therefore, we know that God allows bad things to happen on earth because the earth has been given to man. It is now man"s role to exercise authority to over good and evil. We are the body of Christ that God works through to fulfill His will on this earth.

God has given the earth to man in order to dominate it, but the heavens haven been reserved for Himself. Although man may explore these heavens, he is not destined to dwell in them during this dispensation. This verse in Psalm set the bounds of man's domination. 

When man fulfills his commandment to take dominion on this earth, he may be allowed by God to overcome these outer reaches of space. But even the Scriptures do not offer this promise. Man may see space by exploration, but he cannot yet possess it by domination, as with the earth.

The purpose of the heavens, therefore, is to declare God's glory ( Psalm 19:1).

Psalm 19:1, "To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork."

The more that scientists explore the deep reaches of space, the closer they are driven to the conclusion that there must be a God. For the heavens stretch beyond man's understanding. The heavens were created in order to declare this fact to mankind, both sinner and saint. God's dwelling place is the heavens, and thus, it declares His glory, just as man's dwelling place is on earth, which declares either man's glory or his shame, depending upon how man answers his divine call to dominate this earth.

116 Psalm 116 

Verses 1-19 

Psalm 116
Psalm 116:10 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted:
Psalm 116:10 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Paul quotes from Psalm 116:10 as he deals with the issue of afflictions.

2 Corinthians 4:11-13, "For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus" sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;"

117 Psalm 117 

Verse 1-2 

Psalm 117
Psalm 117:1 O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people.
Psalm 117:1 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Paul quotes Psalm 117:1 in Romans 15:11.

Romans 15:11, "And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people."

118 Psalm 118 

Verses 1-29 

Psalm 118
Psalm 118:6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?
Psalm 118:6 — — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 118:6 is quoted in Hebrews 13:5-6.

Hebrews 13:5-6, "Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me."

Psalm 118:23 This is the LORD"S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 
Psalm 118:22-23 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 118:22-23 is quoted five times in the New Testament.

Matthew 21:42, "Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord"s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?"

Mark 12:10-11, "And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner: This was the Lord"s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?"

Luke 20:17, "And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner?"

Acts 4:10-11, "Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner."

1 Peter 2:7-8, "Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed."

Psalm 118:24 This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Psalm 118:25 Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 
Psalm 118:25 — "Save now" - Comments- The two Hebrew words ( יָשַׁע) (H 3467), and ( נָא) (H 4994), spell "Hosanna."

Psalm 118:26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD.
Psalm 118:25-26 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - The children of Israel were crying out verses from Psalm 118:25-26 as Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey.

Matthew 21:9, "And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest."

Note that Psalm 118:19-20 refers to the king entering the gates of Jerusalem, as Jesus was doing. 

Psalm 118:27 God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.
Psalm 118:27 — Comments - The horns of the brazen altar that sat before the tent ( Exodus 27:2) were used to tie down the animal sacrifices so that he would not jump off of the altar during the sacrificial ceremony. The priests could not lift the entire bull onto the altar. Thus, they may have made a ramp for him to walk up onto the altar. The priests would have tied the live animal to the horns of the altar in preparation for his sacrifice.

Exodus 27:2, "And thou shalt make the horns of it upon the four corners thereof: his horns shall be of the same: and thou shalt overlay it with brass."

119 Psalm 119 

Verses 1-176 

Psalm 119
Characteristics- Psalm 119 is an acrostic using the Hebrew alphabet. It consists of twenty-two stanzas for each of the twenty-two Hebrew letters. Each stanza has eight verses that each begins with the same Hebrew letter.

Theme- The theme of Psalm 119 is the Law, which each verse declaring a particular aspect of God's divine Law. Other synonyms used for the Law are found in this Psalm , namely, "commandments, testimonies, statutes, precepts, judgments, word, ordinances, and way."

Structure - Psalm 119 is made up of twenty-two sections, matching the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The first five sections reflect the five-fold plan of redemption: foreknowledge, justification, indoctrination, perseverance, and glorification 

Psalm 119:1-8 — Section 1 (Aleph) - Psalm 119:1-8 begins each verse with a word that begins with "aleph" ( א), the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:1 ALEPH. Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.
Psalm 119:1 — "Blessed" - Comments- Psalm 119 opens with the word "blessed" as a way of tells us what obedience to God"s Word will bring in our lives. We will be happy and blessed as we learn to walk in the Word of God.

Psalm 119:1 — — Comments- One qualification to living an undefiled life is to walk blameless ( Joshua 2:17). 

Joshua 2:17, "And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us swear."

Psalm 119:9-16 — Section 2 (Beth) - Psalm 119:9-16 begins each verse with a word that begins with "beth" ( ב), the second letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
Psalm 119:11 — Comments- John Hagee says, "The Word I memorize is the Word I utilize." He gives the example of how Jesus used the Word of God in the wilderness of temptation in order to defeat the Devil. 108]

108] John Hagee, John Hagee Today (San Antonio, Texas: John Hagee Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 13September 2001.

Psalm 119:17-24 — Section 3 (Gimel) - Psalm 119:17-24 begins each verse with a word that begins with "gimel" ( ג), the third letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:17 GIMEL. Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and keep thy word.
Psalm 119:18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.
Psalm 119:18 — Comments- In Psalm 119:18 the Psalmist is asking God to open his eyes that he may behold wondrous things out of His Law. Now we know that David is not referring to his physical eyes, for his vision was normal. Rather, the eyes are often referred to figuratively as the spirit of a man. David was asking the Lord to open his heart, his spirit, so that he could see the marvelous riches of God's Word. His heart bore witness that these rich truths were there, but his mind did not understand all that his heart told him was there. Paul speaks of on this same issue by saying that "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." ( 1 Corinthians 2:13-14)

1 Corinthians 2:13-14, "Which things also we speak, not in the words which man"s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."

Psalm 119:25-32 — Section 4 (Daleth) - Psalm 119:25-32 begins each verse with a word that begins with "daleth" ( ד), the fourth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:33-40 — Section 5 (He) - Psalm 119:33-40 begins each verse with a word that begins with "he" ( ה), the fifth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:36 Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness.
Psalm 119:36 — Comments- Why should be incline our hearts to the Word of God? Because the world will pass away, but the Word of God will endure forever ( 1 John 2:17). 

1 John 2:17, "And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever."

Psalm 119:41-48 — Section 6 (Vau) - Psalm 119:41-48 begins each verse with a word that begins with "vau" ( ו), the sixth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:49-56 — Section 7 (Zain) - Psalm 119:49-56 begins each verse with a word that begins with "zain" ( ז), the seventh letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:57-64 — Section 8 (Cheth) - Psalm 119:57-64 begins each verse with a word that begins with "cheth" ( ח), the eighth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:65-72 — Section 9 (Teth) - Psalm 119:65-72 begins each verse with a word that begins with "teth" ( ט), the ninth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes. 
Psalm 119:71 — Comments- Psalm 119:71 refers to chastisement. Psalm 119:75 also refers to the Lord"s chastening ( Hebrews 12:5).

Hebrews 12:5, "And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My Song of Solomon , despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:"

Psalm 119:72 The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver. 
Psalm 119:73-80 — Section 10 (Jod) - Psalm 119:73-80 begins each verse with a word that begins with "jod" ( י), the tenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:73 JOD. Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I may learn thy commandments. 
Psalm 119:74 They that fear thee will be glad when they see me; because I have hoped in thy word. 
Psalm 119:75 I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me.
Psalm 119:75 — Comments- In Psalm 119:75 we see that David endured the chastening of the Lord, and he was not discouraged by it. Psalm 119:71 also refers to the Lord"s chastening (see Hebrews 12:5).

Psalm 119:71, "It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes."

Hebrews 12:5, "And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My Song of Solomon , despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:"

Psalm 119:81-88 — Section 11 (Caph) - Psalm 119:81-88 begins each verse with a word that begins with "caph" ( כ), the eleventh letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:89-96 — Section 12 (Lamed) - Psalm 119:89-96 begins each verse with a word that begins with "lamed" ( ל), the twelfth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:89 — Illustration- In heaven, saints of God sing the song of Moses ( Revelation 15:3).

Revelation 15:3, "And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints."

Psalm 119:97-104 — Section 13 (Mem) - Psalm 119:97-104 begins each verse with a word that begins with "mem" ( מ), the thirteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:97 MEM. O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.
Psalm 119:105-112 — Section 14 (Nun) - Psalm 119:105-112 begins each verse with a word that begins with "nun" ( נ), the fourteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:105 NUN. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
Psalm 119:105 — Comments- Note this comment from Frances J. Roberts:

"I shall walk with thee through the valley, and thou shalt fear no shadow. Hold to My promises. They are given to thee as a chart is given to a ship, and a compass to the hunter. Ye may set thy course or find thy way by My promises. They will lead thee and guide thee in places where there is no trodden path. They will give thee direction and wisdom and will open thine own understanding….My people, heed My words; yea, walk not carelessly; neither lay out thine own paths on which to travel. Ye cannot know what lieth in the distance, nor what adversity ye may encounter tomorrow. So walk closely with Me, that ye may be able to draw quickly upon My aid." 109]

109] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 16-7.

God has already ordained and prepared a path for each of His children. We are to use God's Word to guide us down that path prepared uniquely for us. Note these additional comments from Frances J. Roberts:

"O My beloved, ye do not need to make your path (like a snow plow), for lo, I say unto thee, I go before you. Yea, I shall engineer circumstances on thy behalf. I am thy husband, and I will protect thee and care for thee, and make full provision for thee. I know thy need, and I am concerned for thee: for thy peace, for thy health, for thy strength. I cannot use a tired body, and ye need to take time to renew thine energies, both spiritual and physical. I am the God of Battle, but I am also the One who said: They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. And Jesus said, Come ye apart and rest a little while.

"I will teach you, even as I taught Moses on the back side of the desert, and as I taught Paul in Arabia. So will I teach you. Thus it shall be a constructive period, and not in any sense wasted time. But as the summer course to the school teacher, it is vital to thee in order that ye be fully qualified for your ministry." 110]

110] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 145.

It is interesting to interpret Psalm 119:106 in light of the spiritual journey that God puts each of us on in our lives. We have been foreknown and elected by God the Father, justified by Jesus Christ His Son and sanctified by the work of the Holy Spirit in order that we might one day be glorified with Them in Heaven. This is God's plan of redemption for every human being. Yet, each one of us takes a slightly different spiritual journey. Thus, the Word of God has been structured like our spiritual journey in order to help us understand our plan and walk in it, as is stated in Psalm 119:106. For example, the Old Testament reveals God the Father's foreknowledge; the Gospels reveal justification through Jesus His Son; the New Testament epistles reveal our sanctification through the Holy Spirit; and the book of Revelation reveals our future glorification and entrance into Heaven.

God the Father Used the Scriptures During Jesus Christ's Childhood to Prepare Him for His Spiritual Journey - Billy Brim was teaching in the early childhood of Jesus Christ as a guest on the Kenneth Copeland Ministries television Believer's Voice of Victory. 111] She said that a woman by the name of Clara Grace, who was a prophetess, received a vision from the Lord. In this vision, she saw the Lord Jesus Christ as a young man building his last piece of furniture before entering into the ministry. As He finished His work that day and turned to put up His tools, He looked at Clara Grace. She was then brought within Jesus Christ's body and spirit and received insight into the eighteen silent years of Jesus' life from the age of twelve until He was baptized by John in the river Jordan. In this vision, Jesus Christ told her that He never laid his head to rest without first meditating about who He was and what He was in God's divine plan. Billye Brim refers to Deuteronomy 6:7 where it tells us to speak and meditate on God's Word when we lay down and when we awake as an example of how Jesus did the same.

111] Billye Brim, interviewed by Gloria Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 22May 2003.

Deuteronomy 6:7, "And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up."

Billy Brim makes the point that the statement made by Jesus Christ in John 8:28 includes the teachings that the Father taught Him before He entered into the ministry as well as what the Father taught Him during His three-year ministry.

John 8:28, "Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of Prayer of Manasseh , then shall ye know that I am Hebrews , and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things."

She gives other Scriptures that refer to the fact that the Father taught Jesus how to walk daily and to prepare for the ministry. She says that the passage in Psalm 119:97-102 is Messianic because He is the only one who ever refrained His feet from every evil way ( Psalm 119:101). In this passage, the Psalmist says, "For thou hast taught me."

Psalm 119:97-102, "MEM. O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts. I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word. I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me." 

The Lord would wake Jesus day by day and reveal to Him His plan for that day and season. This revelation would give Jesus Christ the tongue of the learned to speak a word to him who was weary.

Isaiah 50:4-5, "The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back."

This plan required obedience to His Heavenly Father, even when it included persecutions and death on the Cross. 

Isaiah 50:6-7, "I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed."

To this plan the Lord was not rebellious ( Isaiah 50:5). Song of Solomon , this is how Jesus Christ learned to wait on the Heavenly Father and hear from Him. Jesus laid down to sleep meditating on the Word of God and how He fit into God's plan. Jesus awoke with God speaking to Him about His plan for Him that day.

Psalm 119:108 Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, and teach me thy judgments.
Psalm 119:108 — "the freewill offerings of my mouth" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Hebrews 13:15, "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that Isaiah , the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name."

Psalm 119:113-120 — Section 15 (Samech) - Psalm 119:113-120 begins each verse with a word that begins with "samech" ( ס), the fifteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:121-128 — Section 16 (Ain) - Psalm 119:121-128 begins each verse with a word that begins with "ain" ( ע), the sixteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:127 Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.
Psalm 119:127 — "yea, above fine gold" - Comments- Fine gold would be refined gold, or pure gold.

Psalm 119:129-136 — Section 17 (Pe) - Psalm 119:129-136 begins each verse with a word that begins with "pe" ( פ), the seventeenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:130 The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.
Psalm 119:130 — "The entrance of thy words giveth light" - Word Study on "entrance" - Strong says the Hebrew word "entrance" ( פֵּתַח) (H 6608) means, "an opening," and figuratively, "a disclosure." This is a unique Old Testament use.

Comments- The word "light" is rephrased in the second half of this verse as "understanding." Therefore, light is used figuratively in Psalm 119:130 to mean understanding.

Psalm 119:130 — "it giveth understanding unto the simple" - Word Study on "simple" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "simple" ( פְּתִי) (H 6612) means, "simplicity, folly, and used concretely, it means, "a silly person, one easily persuaded and enticed." Strong says it means, "silly (i.e, seducible), foolish, simple." Holladay says it means, "A young, naïve person, easily deceived." Webster says the word "simple" means, "a. uneducated, ignorant, showing little sense or reasoning, or easily misled on deceived, stupid or foolish. b. pure, unadulterated, innocent, without guile or deceit.

Psalm 119:130 — Comments- NASB, "The unfolding of thy words gives light." RSV, "It imparts understanding to the simple"

Psalm 119:130 — Comments- There are five sense gates in man's body by which all information has entrance; the eyes, ears, nose, mouth and touch. The knowledge of God's Word enters man primarily through the eyes and ears. In other words, we hear God's Word being spoken and we see God's divine principles taking place before our very eyes. 

Psalm 119:130 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 

Psalm 19:7, "The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple."

Psalm 119:131 I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy commandments.
Psalm 119:137-144 — Section 18 (Tzaddi) - Psalm 119:137-144 begins each verse with a word that begins with "tzaddi" ( צ), the eighteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live.
Psalm 119:145-152 — Section 19 (Koph) - Psalm 119:145-152 begins each verse with a word that begins with "koph" ( ק), the nineteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:145 KOPH. I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LORD: I will keep thy statutes.
Psalm 119:153-160 — Section 20 (Resh) - Psalm 119:153-160 begins each verse with a word that begins with "resh" ( ר), the twentieth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:161-168 — Section 21 (Schin) - Psalm 119:161-168 begins each verse with a word that begins with "schin" ( ש), the twenty-first letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Psalm 119:161 SCHIN. Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word.
Psalm 119:169-176 — Section 22 (Tau) - Psalm 119:169-176 begins each verse with a word that begins with "tau" ( ת), the twenty-second letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
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Psalm 120
Introduction- Fifteen psalms ( Psalm 120-134) are entitled "Song of Ascents," or "Song of Degrees" ( שִׁ֗יר הַֽמַּ֫עֲל֥וֹת). Scholars believe that these songs were probably sung by the Levites as they proceeded up the Temple steps. For example, Alfred Edersheim says regarding the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles in Herod's Temple that there were "fifteen steps which led down from the Court of Israel to that of the Women, according to the number of the fifteen Songs of Degrees in the Book of Psalm." 112] Amos 9:6 refers to God's staircase in heaven." 

112] Alfred Edersheim, The Temple: Its Ministry and Services as They were at the Time of Jesus Christ (London: The Religious Tract Society, 1908), 284.

Amos 9:6, "It is he that buildeth his stories in the heaven, and hath founded his troop in the earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name."

These songs may have been sung as the children of Israel made their way up the hills to Jerusalem for the yearly feasts. Evidence of this is seen in Psalm 121:1; Psalm 122:3-4.

Psalm 121:1, (A Song of degrees.) "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help."

Psalm 122:3-4, "Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD."

Psalm 120:1 (A Song of degrees.) In my distress I cried unto the LORD, and he heard me.
Psalm 120:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 120:2 Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue.
Psalm 120:3 What shall be given unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue?
Psalm 120:4 Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper.
Psalm 120:5 Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!
Psalm 120:5 — "that I dwell in the tents of Kedar" - Word Study on "Kedar" - The Hebrew name "Kedar" "qedar" ( קֵדָר) (H 6938) literally means, "dusky (of the skin or the tent)," and comes from the primitive root ( קָדַר) (6937), which means, "to be ashy, i.e, dark-colored." This name is used 12times in the Old Testament and is translated in the KJV as "Kedar 12." Kedar was the second son of Ishmael ( Genesis 25:13-15, 1 Chronicles 1:29-31).

Genesis 25:13-15, "And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah:"

1 Chronicles 1:29-31, "These are their generations: The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, Mishma, and Dumah, Massa, Hadad, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael."

Comments- According to Isaiah 42:11; Isaiah 60:7, Kedar was a semi-nomadic tribe that lived at times in villages, and at other times moved about in tents with their flocks of animals. According to Ezekiel 27:21 they traded their flocks with other merchants for other goods. Thus, Jeremiah refers to their tents, flocks, curtains, vessels and camels.

Isaiah 42:11, "Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains."

Isaiah 60:7, "All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee: they shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my glory."

Jeremiah 49:28-29, "Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon shall smite, thus saith the LORD Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of the east. Their tents and their flocks shall they take away: they shall take to themselves their curtains, and all their vessels, and their camels; and they shall cry unto them, Fear is on every side."

Ezekiel 27:21, "Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they occupied with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats: in these were they thy merchants."

In addition, they also seemed to have been a warlike tribe of archers who raided the good of others.

Psalm 120:5-7, "Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar! My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war."

Isaiah 21:17, "And the residue of the number of archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the LORD God of Israel hath spoken it."

The ISBE says the tribe of Kedar settled in northwest Arabia near the border with Palestine. Assyrian inscriptions have mentioned the tribe of Kedar in association with the Arabs and Nebaioth. 113]

113] A. S. Fulton, "Kedar," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

The tribe of Kedar were a semi-nomadic tribe that often dwelt in tents made of haircloth. John Gill says that the continual exposure to the sun and rain made these tents black, "and yet a number of them made a fine appearance." He quotes Shaw who had traveled to this region of the world and observed the Bedouin tribesmen:

"the Bedouin Arabs at this day live in tents called "hhymes," from the shelter which they afford the inhabitants; and "beet el shaar," that Isaiah , "houses of hair," from the materials or webs of goats' hair whereof they were made; and are such hair cloth as our coal sacks are made of; the colour of them is beautifully alluded to, # Song of Solomon 1:5; for nothing certainly can afford (says he) a more delightful prospect than a large extensive plain, whether in its verdure, or even scorched up by the sunbeams, than, these movable habitations pitched in circles upon them; of which (he says) he has seen from three to three hundred." 114]

114] John Gill, Song of Solomon , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Song of Solomon 1:5.
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Psalm 121
Introduction- There is no human being, no matter how strong and powerful, that does not face situations that are beyond his ability to control. Even King David saw his own weakness and need for a Saviour and Comforter. Psalm 121reminded the children of Israel of their need for God's sustaining help as they made their way up to Jerusalem on their holy pilgrimage.

Psalm 121:1 (A Song of degrees.) I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.
Psalm 121:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 121:1 — "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills" - Comments- The context of Psalm 121is the march up to Jerusalem. The reference to the hills are those that surround the city of Jerusalem ( Psalm 125:2). In the same way that the hills surround the city of David, God surrounds His people. These protective hills make the city of Jerusalem a stronghold against the enemy ( 2 Samuel 5:7).

Psalm 125:2, "As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever."

2 Samuel 5:7, "Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David."

Psalm 121:2 My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. 
Psalm 121:3 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
Psalm 121:3 — Word Study on "keepeth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "keepeth" ( שָׁמַר) (H 8104) literally means "to hedge about, to guard, protect, attend to." In Psalm 121, it is translated, "keep, keeper, preserve." This is a key word of this Psalm ( Psalm 34:7, Jude 1:24).

Psalm 34:7, "The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them."

Jude 1:24, "Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,"

Psalm 121:6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 
Psalm 121:6 — Comments- In Psalm 121:6 the sun and moon represent the fact that God will protect us 24-hours per day.

Psalm 121:8 The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.
Psalm 121:8 — — Scripture References- Note:

Matthew 28:20, "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."

Hebrews 13:5, "Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
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Psalm 122
Psalm 122:1 (A Song of degrees of David.) I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD. 
Psalm 122:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 122:2 Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.
Psalm 122:3 Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together:
Psalm 122:3 — Word Study on "Jerusalem" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Jerusalem" ( יְרוּשָׁלַיִם) (H 3389) means, "founded peacefully." The name "Jerusalem" is derived from two root words, ( יָרָה) and ( שָׁלַם). Strong says the Hebrew word ( יָרָה) (H 3384) literally means, "to flow," thus, "to lay, or to throw," and figuratively it means, "to point out, or to teach." The Hebrew word ( שָׁלַם) (H 7999) means, "to be safe," and figuratively it means, "to be completed," thus, "to be at peace."

The usage of the name "Jerusalem" is often found in the dual in this Hebrew text, as opposed to the singular usage ( יְרוּשָׁלֵם) (H 3390), which is also used in the biblical text. Besides the singular and plural forms that most languages are limited to, the Hebrew language has an additional form, called the dual. It refers to "two" things that are never mentioned apart from each other, such as eyes and ears. Jewish scholars see this dual form as a reference to the earthly Jerusalem below being one day united with the heavenly Jerusalem that is above. 115] Thus, the prayer for the peace of Jerusalem in Psalm 122:4 of this psalm would refer to the complete and full unity of the heavenly and earthly Jerusalem.

115] John Gill, Psalm , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Psalm 122:3.

Comments- Alfred Edersheim says the allusion of Jerusalem being built as a compact city is to a reference to the various hills which, like companies, are joined together to form "the appearance of an immense natural fortress." 116] John Gill says that in David"s time, the upper and lower cities were joined together. Thus, the streets and houses were able to be built in an orderly fashion. 117]

116] Alfred Edershein, The Temple: Its Ministry and Services as they were at the Time of Jesus Christ (London: The Religious Tract Society, 1908), 27-28.

117] John Gill, Psalm , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Psalm 122:3.

Note other translations:

BBE, "O Jerusalem, you are like a town which is well joined together;"

YLT, "Jerusalem--the builded one--Is as a city that is joined to itself together."

Psalm 122:6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. 
Psalm 122:6 — "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem" - Comments- We know that there will be no peace until Jesus comes again. Thus, when we pray for the peace of Jerusalem, we are essentially praying for Jesus' Return.

Psalm 122:6 — Comments- We are to keep our eyes upon Israel because the events that take place in this nation reveal the events that are about to take place upon this earth. The events that are taking place in the nation of Israel today are prophetic of what is about to take place upon the nations of the earth. When Israel is at war, then the nations will soon experience war. When there is peace in Jerusalem, then there is sure to be peace for other nations. This verse tells us to pray for peace in Israel so that we may have peace in our nations. Prosperity for a nation comes during times of peace. For example, when the Muslim terrorists in Palestine began to wage a war against Israel in 2000, little did the nations of the world know that this same war would soon spread to many other nations by these same terrorists. 

Psalm 122:7 Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. 
Psalm 122:8 For my brethren and companions" sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee.
Psalm 122:9 Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek thy good.
123 Psalm 123 

124 Psalm 124 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 124
Psalm 124:1 (A Song of degrees of David.) If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may Israel say; 
Psalm 124:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 124:2 If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us:
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Psalm 125
Psalm 125:1 (A Song of degrees.) They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. 
Psalm 125:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 125:2 As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever. 
Psalm 125:2 — Comments- There are a number of other passages in Scripture that tell us that the Lord sends His angels to encamp about us and to keep us from harm ( Job 1:9-10, Psalm 34:7).

Job 1:9-10, "Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land."

Psalm 34:7, "The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them."
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Psalm 126:1 (A Song of degrees.) When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. 
Psalm 126:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 126:1 — "we were like them that dream" - Comments- Just as tragic events can bring someone into a trauma, so can a wondrous event leave us in a realm of peace and joy, of wondering how God could do such a thing.

Psalm 126:4 Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south. 
Psalm 126:4 — Comments- Just as the dry streambeds are brought back to life by seasonal rains, so is our captivity turned into joy by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Thus, if we humble our hearts in brokenness and true sorrow over our sins and in intercession ( Psalm 126:5), then God responds by setting us free from bondages of sin.

As I flew over Saudi Arabia in 2000, I was surprised to see that these dry streambeds were clearly visible in the desert and a common sight.

Psalm 126:5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
Psalm 126:6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
Psalm 126:6 — Comments- In the matter of prayer, the seed can be the words that we have sown in the hearts of men. The weeping are the tears of intercession that water the seed that it might bring forth a harvest. Note the words by Frances J. Roberts:

"O My child, the days are fraught with burdens that need to be borne upon the shoulders of faithful prayer warriors. Where are the ones who are willing to make themselves available to the Spirit for this ministry? Lo, I say, the Word sown shall dry up like carelessly strewn seed if it be not watered with tears of intercession. Ye cannot in yourself lay this ministry upon thy soul, but ye can make room in thy life for time apart with Me; and as ye place thyself at the disposal of the Holy Spirit, He shall use thee as a channel when the needs arise." 118]

118] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 14.

Illustration- Paul the apostle went forth bearing precious seed (God's word) while weeping (i.e, through much prayer, affiliation and tribulations - Galatians 4:19), but he rejoiced at the fruit of saved lives ( 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20).

Galatians 4:19, "My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,"

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy."

Note Paul's sorrow, travail and labour in the vineyard of the Lord:

2 Corinthians 2:3, "And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all."

1 Thessalonians 2:9, "For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God."

Illustration- In October 2000 Reinhard Bonnke held a large crusade in Lagos, Nigeria. In this 6-night crusade, six million people attended. Of this enormous crowd, 34million people filled out decision cards, having answered an altar call. The Lord spoke to him and said, "You are reaping with joy what many have sown in tears." 119]

119] Reinhard Bonnke, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, October 2000), television program.

Psalm 126:6 — Comments- In the natural realm, man is to work by the sweat of his brow, or in sorrow, in order to produce a harvest from his seed ( Genesis 3:17). 

Genesis 3:17, "And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;"

This is not always enjoyable, but necessary. Later, the sowing produces joy, as a man sees the harvest of his toil and labour. In the parable of the sower in the Gospels ( Luke 8, Mark 4), the fruit produced are both the souls and also the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Note also Hosea 10:12.

Hosea 10:12, "Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you."

Psalm 126:5-6 — Comments- Weeping is an expression of loss or someone or of something, of a need unfulfilled. Psalm 126:5-6 tells us to sow a seed during such times that we weep over some loss. It is not enough to just mourn and ask God to help you. He is willing to restore good things to you, but He asks for a seed. We are promised that if we sow during these times of tears, that we will reap a harvest of restoration and come rejoicing. We must accompany our tears with a seed, an offering, to our God.
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Psalm 127
Introduction- Psalm 127 is one of only two Psalm that are attributed to Solomon. We find the other recorded in Psalm 72. However, King Solomon is said to have written many more songs; but we only have these two recorded. See:

1 Kings 4:32, "And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five."

Psalm 127:1 (A Song of degrees for Solomon.) Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.
Psalm 127:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 127:1 — "Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it"- Comments- A church must be built by the Lord for it to profit in God's Kingdom and to prosper in souls. This work can be done as the Holy Spirit is allowed to work in men's lives. Note these insightful words from Kenneth Hagin:

"Notice in this Scripture, that they did build the house. They got it built, all right, but their labor was all in vain because the Lord wasn't in it. So many times in the ministry, what we do is good, but it is not the Lord's plan at all. It is man's plan." 120]

120] Kenneth Hagin, Plans Purposes and Pursuits (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1988, 1993), 23.

Woe to the man that builds his house out of wood, hay and stubble, and leaves off the gold, silver and precious stones. He will have no rewards in heaven, although he himself shall be saved ( 1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

1 Corinthians 3:12-15, "Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man"s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man"s work of what sort it is. If any man"s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man"s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."

Psalm 127:1 — "except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain." - Comments- God can watch over his Church, keeping evil from developing in the church, such as sin, strife, sickness, poverty, etc. Many people working in churches in denominations which depart from the Bible work hard to increase numbers and guide people into happiness. But, the curse rules their lives and souls are not watered and fed in order to grow.

Comments- Note that when the city of built by God, His walls are walls of salvation ( Isaiah 26:1). The Lord also kept and protected Job in this same manner ( Job 1:10). In Isaiah 22:9 the city of Jerusalem was full of breaches.

Isaiah 26:1, "In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks."

Job 1:10, "Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land."

Isaiah 22:9, "Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of David, that they are many: and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool."

Psalm 127:2 It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.
Psalm 127:2 — Comments- Sorrows refer to anxious soil, painful labours. Many preachers and church workers have spent years, even lifetimes of work, in vain because they have served Prayer of Manasseh -made programs, but they have not built churches on the Word of God.

It is vain to get up early and go to bed late for the purpose of eating the bread of painful labours. God provides for our needs and gives us the peace and confidence that we will provide for us. Therefore, we know that we can sleep in peace, as we learn that God will meet all of our needs ( Proverbs 3:24).

Proverbs 3:24, "When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet."

Psalm 127:3-5 — Children are a Heritage of the Lord- Sons are a blessing from God ( Deuteronomy 28:11, 1 Chronicles 26:5). This is particularly obvious in the lives of Sarah, Rachel, Hanna and Elizabeth.

1 Chronicles 26:5, "Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peulthai the eighth: for God blessed him."

Deuteronomy 28:11, "And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee."

Psalm 127:3 Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.
Psalm 127:3 — Word Study on "heritage" - Strong says the Hebrew word "heritage" ( נַחֲלָה) (H 5159) means, "something inherited, occupancy," and comes from the primitive root ( נָחַל) (5157), which means, "to inherit, occupy." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 222times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "inheritance 192, heritage 27, inherit 2, possession 1."

Psalm 127:3 — Comments- The purpose of God's creation was so that it would be fruitful and multiply. God's first command to man was to be fruitful, multiply and take dominion over the earth. To procreate children in the institution of the family and spiritual children in the institution of the church is everyone's divine calling. God gives us children as a blessing so that we can fulfill His command to be fruitful and multiply. We see throughout Scripture how God opened the womb as a blessing and how He closed the womb as a form of judgment.

Souls in the Kingdom of God, or children of God, are God's reward to a praying church. Rebirth of souls into God's Kingdom is likened to a woman who travails and gives birth to a child ( Galatians 4:19). Much praying in the spirit and intercession must be made to God for the powers of darkness broken.

Galatians 4:19, "My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,"

Psalm 127:4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.
Psalm 127:4 — Comments- Psalm 127:4 refers to spiritual warfare. A church with spiritual birth, or souls being won, is like adding artillery to an army. The church becomes more powerful and able to fight and win larger battles as it grows. The arrows of the mighty man can be likened to the arrow of deliverance in 2 Kings 13:17.

2 Kings 13:17, "And he said, Open the window eastward. And he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And he said, The arrow of the LORD"S deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them."

Psalm 127:5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.
Psalm 127:5 — "Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them" - Comments- Paul the Apostle explains that joy also comes by having spiritual children in the Lord, which means a productive ministry ( 1 Thessalonians 2:20).

1 Thessalonians 2:20, "For ye are our glory and joy."

Psalm 127:5 — "they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate" - Comments- The gate may be viewed as figurative of God"s throne, where both Satan is accusing the brethren, and where the saints on earth are interceding for lost souls and other wayward Christians.

128 Psalm 128 

Verses 1-6 

Psalm 128
Psalm 128:1 (A Song of degrees.) Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD that walketh in his ways. 
Psalm 128:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

129 Psalm 129 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 129
Psalm 129:1 (A Song of degrees.) Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth, may Israel now say: 
Psalm 129:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 129:6 Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, which withereth afore it groweth up:
Psalm 129:6 — "Let them be as the grass upon the housetops" - Comments- It is a common site in underdeveloped countries for grass and even shrubbery and small trees to grow in the cracks of buildings and on the flat roofs that collect dirt and debris. So it was in the days of the Old Testament.

130 Psalm 130 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 130
Psalm 130:1 (A Song of degrees.) Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD. 
Psalm 130:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 130:8 And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
Psalm 130:8 — Comments- The Hebrew phrase "and he shall redeem" ( וְ֭הוּא יִפְדֶּ֣ה) is literally translated, "He Himself shall redeem." Therefore, the emphasis is on " Hebrews ," a prophecy that Jesus, and only Jesus, will redeem man from their sins. The LXX reads, " καὶ αὐτὸς λυτρώσεται τὸν ισραηλ ἐκ πασῶν τῶν ἀνομιῶν αὐτοῦ."

131 Psalm 131 

Verses 1-3 

Psalm 131
Introduction - Scholars generally agree that the songs of ascent were read or sung when the children of Israel were gathered together.

Psalm 131:1 (A Song of degrees of David.) LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me.
Psalm 131:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 131:1 — "neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me" - Comments- This would be like seeking the limelight or being know-it-all person ( Romans 12:16).

Romans 12:16, "Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits."

Psalm 131:1 — Comments- David refers to his heart, his eyes, and his activities in Psalm 131:1, which reflects the three-fold make-up of man: spirit, soul and body. Brandon Cash says David is essentially saying, "God, I am not you." He suggests this phrase in Psalm 131is limited to God's majesty. 121] David is saying he will not try to do what only God can do in his time ( Psalm 71:19; Psalm 106:21-22).

121] Brandon Cash, "Hurry Up and Wait," Evangelical Homiletics Society 2007 Conference, Talbot School of Theology, La Mirada, California, 12October 2007.

Psalm 71:19, "Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high, who hast done great things: O God, who is like unto thee!"

Psalm 106:21-22, "They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt; Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red sea."

Psalm 131:1 — — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse: 

1 Peter 5:5-6, "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:"

Psalm 131:2 Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a weaned child.
Psalm 131:2 — Comments- In Psalm 131:2 David is saying that that he has calmed his soul, he is at rest. He is content and resting as a child in his mother's arms. To lean on the arm of flesh is not rest, but to lean on the everlasting arms is truly rest ( Isaiah 30:15).

Isaiah 30:15, "For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not."

Note a similar verse in 1 Peter 5:7, "Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you."

Psalm 131:3 Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth and for ever.
132 Psalm 132 

Verses 1-18 

Psalm 132
Psalm 132:1 (A Song of degrees.) LORD, remember David, and all his afflictions: 
Psalm 132:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 132:2 How he sware unto the LORD, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; 
Psalm 132:3 Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; 
Psalm 132:4 I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, 
Psalm 132:5 Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.
Psalm 132:6 Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood. 
Psalm 132:6 — "Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah" - Comments- David was an Ephrathite from Bethlehemjudah ( 1 Samuel 17:12).

1 Samuel 17:12, "Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehemjudah, whose name was Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the man went among men for an old man in the days of Saul."

Another name for Bethlehem was Ephrath ( Genesis 35:19).

Genesis 35:19, "And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem."

Therefore, those from Bethlehem were called Ephrathites ( 1 Samuel 1:1, 1 Kings 11:26).

1 Samuel 1:1, "Now there was a certain man of Ramathaimzophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite:"

1 Kings 11:26, "And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, Solomon"s servant, whose mother"s name was Zeruah, a widow woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king."

Psalm 132:6 — "we found it in the fields of the wood" - Comments- The Hebrew word translated "the wood" in Psalm 132:6 is "Jear" ( יַעַר) (H 3293). It is short for Kiriathiearmin (H 7157), which Strong says means "city of forests, city of towns." Kirjathjearim is the city that kept the Ark of the Covenant for twenty years until David moved the ark to Jerusalem ( 1 Samuel 7:1-2).

1 Samuel 7:1-2, "And the men of Kirjathjearim came, and fetched up the ark of the LORD, and brought it into the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD. And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD."

Psalm 132:7 We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool. 
Psalm 132:8 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 
Psalm 132:8 — "Arise, O LORD" - Comments- This is the same statement that Moses used when he commanded the Ark of the Covenant to move forward in the wilderness journeys of the children of Israel ( Numbers 10:35-36). This phrase in the Hebrew text is the same in both passages of Scripture ( קוּם) (H 6965).

Numbers 10:35-36, "And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee. And when it rested, he said, Return, O LORD, unto the many thousands of Israel."

Psalm 132:8 — "into thy rest" - Comments- Jerusalem was the final place of rest for the Ark of the Covenant.

Psalm 132:11 The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. 
Psalm 132:11 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Peter quotes from Psalm 132:11 in his sermon on the day of Pentecost.

Acts 2:30, "Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;"

Peter says in Acts 2:31 that this verse is a prophecy of the resurrection of Christ from the dead.

Acts 2:31, "He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption."
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Psalm 133
Historical Background- Psalm 133is one of the fifteen Songs of Ascents. These particular psalms were probably sung at the yearly feasts, when the Israelites traveled up the hills to Jerusalem. The unity of the brethren was strongly felt during such large gatherings.

Theme- Psalm 133expresses the secrets of revival and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which is a result of the unity of the children of God. The oil ( Psalm 133:2) and the dew ( Psalm 133:3) referred to in Psalm 133represent the presence of the Holy Spirit in the midst of His Church. It is the presence of the Lord in the body of Christ that brings unity in the hearts of man. The fact that the oil pours down from the head onto the garments symbolizes the fact that when leadership is first anointed, they are able to impart this anointing unto the people, so that the entire nations is blessed, but without anointed leadership, the people do not experiences such outpourings of divine blessings.

One of David"s great accomplishments as king was the fact that he unified the kingdom of Israel. This unity was especially seen during the gathering of the children of Israel at the yearly feasts. Unfortunately, this unity was broken up at the end of the reign of King Solomon. 

The three yearly feasts when Israel gathered at Jerusalem were intended by God to be a time of revival, a time of refreshing by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, a time of repentance and brokenness before God, and a time of coming together in unity for the twelve tribes of Israel.

We see eleven times in the book of Acts that the church was in "one accord." This was the source of the anointing and power in the Holy Spirit.

In 1933Joseph E. Church, a medical missionary to East Africa, began to experience the flames of revival and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as he ministered to the native Africans. Note in the following quotes from his book Quest for the Highest how he saw that unity among the brethren helped spark the flames of this great African revival.

"At this time after the Mukono convention we began to understand more about real prayer for revival. God was teaching us that when two are in deep fellowship and really trust each other, have forgotten about colour, are really ‘in the light' together and have gone to the foot of the Cross together, he is there ‘in the midst of them'. That is the only placed where revival can be expected." 122]

122] Joseph E. Church, Quest for the Highest (Exeter, UK: The Paternoster Press, 1981), 133-4.

"God has shown us quite clearly that the conditions for the granting of His blessing to this fellowship have been the common bond of absolute surrender to Christ. And the only praying that is certain of results is that of those who know this same secret....The secret of all true Revival, and the fellowship that knows no barriers of race or class or privilege is personal unbroken communion with Christ....One cannot organize a Revival; it is mysterious as the wind. All human attempts at working up Revival are mere emotionalism- are Prayer of Manasseh -made fire. Even the organization of prayer can be mechanical; there is an invisible bond that unites the hearts of men who are truly on fire." 123]

123] Joseph E. Church, Quest for the Highest (Exeter, UK: The Paternoster Press, 1981), 267-8.

Psalm 133:1 (A Song of degrees of David.) Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 
Psalm 133:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 133:2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron"s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;
Psalm 133:2 — "It is like the precious ointment" - Comments- This fragrant, anointing oil was a mixture of olive oil and four spices: myrrh, cinnamon, calamus and cassia (See Exodus 30:22-25).

Exodus 30:22-25, "Moreover the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels, And of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of oil olive an hin: And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil."

With it the Tabernacle and all of its furnishings were anointed. Aaron and his sons were also anointed with this holy oil.

Exodus 30:30, "And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister unto me in the priest"s office."

This oil was holy unto God. It was not to touch the flesh of man nor was it to be copied for other personal uses. 

Exodus 30:31-33, "And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, This shall be an holy anointing oil unto me throughout your generations. Upon man"s flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of it: it is holy, and it shall be holy unto you. Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off from his people."

We know from the New Testament, that the oil is representative of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit at work in the hearts of men that brings unity in the body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:3, "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

It is by the unity of the Church working together that the purpose and plan of God will be accomplished on this earth. God chose to work through man in performing His work on earth. This unity is a result of the Holy Spirit working in the hearts and lives of the Church, brooding over the Church as He brooded over the face of the earth in creation.

Ephesians 4:16, "From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love."

The Symbolic Meanings of the Ingredients- One preacher has given symbolic meanings to the five ingredients of the holy anointing oil as seen in Exodus 30:23-24. The myrrh, which literally means to be troubles, represents suffering, or the fellowship of Christ's sufferings. The cinnamon was a fragrance of spicery and represents good things. The calamus, which literally means a rod or measuring stick, represents government and order. The cassia, which grows at high altitudes and produces a purple flower, represents worship. The oil represents the Holy Spirit.

In addition, the preacher suggests that myrrh represents the office of the apostle as seen in the book of Acts. The cinnamon represents the office of an evangelist, as seen in the Gospel of Mark. Calamus represents the teacher, who sets in order the doctrines of Scripture, as seen in the Gospel of Matthew. Cassia represents the pastor, or shepherd, as seen in the Gospel of John. The oil represents the office of the prophet, as seen in the Gospel of Luke.

Thus, this symbolism teaches us that when the offices of the Church are in unity, the Holy Spirit is able to work mightily through His members. The preacher used 2 Corinthians 2:15 to say that the body of Christ is likened unto the sweet smelling fragrance of the holy anointing oil.

2 Corinthians 2:15, "For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish:"

Psalm 133:2 — "upon the head" - Comments- Note another reference to oil upon the head:

Psalm 141:5, "Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities."

Psalm 133:2 — Comments- Rick Joyner describes in a vision the appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. He says that the hair of Jesus glistened with oil. He said that this represented the oil of unity. 124]

124] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 69-70.

Psalm 133:3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.
Psalm 133:3 — "As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion" - Comments- The Scriptures tell us that Hermon was an earlier name for mount Zion; or, as some scholars believe, it could have been a reference to the entire mountain range in this area.

Deuteronomy 4:48, "From Aroer, which is by the bank of the river Arnon, even unto mount Sion, which is Hermon,"

Zion, or Sion, is perhaps a derivative of the Phoenician name "Sirion." See:

Deuteronomy 3:8, "And we took at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites the land that was on this side Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto mount Hermon; (Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion; and the Amorites call it Shenir;)"

Psalm 133:3 — "for there the LORD commanded the blessing" - Comments- This is a reference to Zion, the city of God. In the march of the children of Israel to the annual feasts in Jerusalem, it refers to the city of David. To the Church, it refers to the heavenly Jerusalem, called Heaven. For Heaven will be a place of eternal life.

Psalm 133:3 — "even life for evermore" - Comments- One of the Lord"s blessings of the unity of brethren is eternal life. 
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Psalm 134
Psalm 134:1 (A Song of degrees.) Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, which by night stand in the house of the LORD. 
Psalm 134:1 — Word Study on "degrees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) (H 4609) literally means, "elevations," and in book of Psalm it means, "a climatic progression." Strong says this word is derived from the Hebrew verb "‘alah" ( עָלָה) (H 5927), which means "to ascend." This noun occurs 45 times in the Old Testament Scriptures and is often translated "steps," as in 1 Kings 10:19. In 2 Kings 20:9-11 "ma'alah" ( מַעֲלָה) is translated "degrees," referring to the ten steps the shadow regressed on the king's sundial. 

Psalm 134:2 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD. 
Psalm 134:2 — Comments- The nation of Israel and the New Testament church have always used the lifting up of holy hands as a form of worship ( Nehemiah 8:6, Psalm 141:2, 1 Timothy 2:8).

Nehemiah 8:6, "And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground."

Psalm 141:2, "Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice."

1 Timothy 2:8, "I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting."

Psalm 134:3 The LORD that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.
Psalm 134:3 — Comments- As the last of the Songs of Ascents, sung by the pilgrims who journeyed to Jerusalem for the yearly feasts, this is a fitting benediction and blessing upon those who came to the feasts. God had commanded the priests to speak a blessing upon the children of Israel when sacrifices are brought to the Tabernacle ( Numbers 6:23-27). This benediction serves to bless the people in the same way.

Numbers 6:23-27, "Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them."
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Psalm 135
Psalm 135:15-21 — Comments- An almost identical passage to Psalm 135:15-21 is given in Psalm 115:4-13.

136 Psalm 136 

Verses 1-26 

Psalm 136
Theme- Psalm 136 resounds with the declaration of God's mercy and love towards His creation. The Hebrew word "mercy" "hesed" ( חֵסֵד) (H 2617) is used twenty-six times in this Psalm , one use for each verse. The phrase "for his mercy endureth for ever" closes each verse of the psalm. This psalm reveals that God's eternal love is the foundation or basis for all that He does for mankind and His creation, and within the context of this Psalm , for the children of Israel. 

Structure - The writer of Psalm 136 opens with a call for everyone to give thanks unto the Lord because of His eternal mercy and love towards creation ( Psalm 136:1). He first declares God's majesty (2-4), then declares two of God's greatest wonders: the creation of the heavens and the earth ( Psalm 136:5-9), and the children of Israel's deliverance from Egypt and entrance into the Promised Land ( Psalm 136:10-22). The psalmist acknowledges God in his personal redemption ( Psalm 136:23-25), then closes by repeating his opening call for everyone to give thanks unto the Lord ( Psalm 136:26).

Psalm 136:4 To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his mercy endureth for ever.
Psalm 136:4 — Comments- In Psalm 136:4 the psalmist states that God alone does great wonders, then he declares two of His greatest wonders, the story of Creation ( Psalm 136:5-9), and the story of Israel's deliverance from bondage and entrance into the Promised Land ( Psalm 136:10-22).
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Psalm 137
Authorship and Date of Writing - Psalm 137 is considered a post-exilic Psalm , as are many of the psalms written in the fourth and fifth books of Psalm. Its author is unknown. It was probably composed during or soon after the Babylonian Captivity.

Structure- We can imagine a group of exiled Jews finding the time to come and sit down beside the riverbank under the willow trees, perhaps on the Sabbath day ( Psalm 1:1-2). It would have been a beautiful and tranquil place of rest and meditation. They had brought their harps to play their traditional songs. But such rest and worship reminded them of their homeland. With emotions high they hung their harps up on the branches of the willow trees in order to keep them from being damaged on the ground, either from being trampled or from moisture and damp soil ( Psalm 1:2). They had been required to amuse and entertain their captor with their songs from a far away land ( Psalm 1:3), but their hearts were still in Jerusalem ( Psalm 1:4). They resolve with a vow to never forget their beloved city, and to cling to a hope that they will one day return ( Psalm 1:5-6). They cry out to God to remember what their enemies had done and vindicate them (1:7-9).

Psalm 137:1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. 
Psalm 137:1 — Comments- The ancient city of Babylon was situated on a flat plain where there was little rain fall. Therefore, the life of the people depended upon the intricate system of rivers and Prayer of Manasseh -made canals that provided water for agriculture and other uses.

Psalm 137:2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. 
Psalm 137:2 — Comments- A riverbank decorated with willow trees would have been a restful place to relax. We see in Acts 16:13 where a group of devout women met by the river on the Sabbath to pray.

Acts 16:13, "And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither."

Willow trees were abundant enough around the Euphrates River for the prophet Isaiah to call it "the brook (or river) of willows" ( Isaiah 15:7).

Isaiah 15:7, "Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and that which they have laid up, shall they carry away to the brook of the willows."

Psalm 137:3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 
Psalm 137:5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 
Psalm 137:5 — Comments- The right hand was used to play skillfully upon the harp.

Psalm 137:6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 
Psalm 137:6 — Comments- The tongue was used to sing joyfully unto the Lord.

Psalm 137:7 Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof. 
Psalm 137:7 — Comments- All of the major prophets prophesied against Edom because of how they had treated the Jews ( Isaiah 63:1-6, Jeremiah 49:7-22, Lamentations 4;21-22, Ezekiel 25:8-17; Ezekiel 35:1-15, Obadiah 1:1-21).

Psalm 137:9 Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.
Psalm 137:8-9 — Comments- The Scriptures describe such horrible judgment upon the children of Israel ( 2 Kings 8:12, Hosea 11:5-6, Nahum 3:10).

2 Kings 8:12, "And Hazael said, Why weepeth my lord? And he answered, Because I know the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and their young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash their children, and rip up their women with child."

Hosea 11:5-6, "He shall not return into the land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be his king, because they refused to return. And the sword shall abide on his cities, and shall consume his branches, and devour them, because of their own counsels."

Nahum 3:10, "Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: her young children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the streets: and they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her great men were bound in chains."

The Jews are asking God to vindicate them with the same judgment that Babylon judged them. In other words, they were asking for an "eye for an eye." Such vindication was justified by them because it was in the Mosaic Law ( Exodus 21:24, Leviticus 24:20, Deuteronomy 19:21).

Exodus 21:24, "Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,"

Leviticus 24:20, "Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a Prayer of Manasseh , so shall it be done to him again."

Deuteronomy 19:21, "And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot."

As in Psalm 137:8-9, Isaiah also prophesied of judgment upon Babylon:

Isaiah 13:1-6, "The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see....Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty."
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Psalm 138
Psalm 138:8 The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands.
Psalm 138:8 — "The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me" - Comments- As David sought the Lord and worshipped Him continually, he was confident that the Lord would bring to pass the divine purpose and plan that God had ordained him to complete. I can rest in the hope that God will complete His purpose for my life. I have learned that my role is to simply see Him and serve Him. He will take care of the rest ( Philippians 1:6).

Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:"
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Psalm 139
Structure - Psalm 139 can be divided into four stanzas of six verses each. Three of these stanzas declare a different aspect of God"s character. The last stanza is the psalmist"s humbling response to God"s unspeakable character.

1. First stanza ( Psalm 139:1-6) - God"s omniscience. He knows all things.

Psalm 139:2 a- God knows what I do.

Psalm 139:2 b- God knows what I think.

Psalm 139:3 a- God knows where I go.

Psalm 139:4 - God knows what I say.

2. Second stanza ( Psalm 139:7-12) - God"s omnipresence. He dwells everywhere.

3. Third stanza ( Psalm 139:13-18) - God"s omnipotence. He is all-powerful.

4. Fourth Stanza ( Psalm 139:19-24) - Overwhelmed by this revelation of God, the psalmist cries out for divine justice upon the wicked (19-22) and for pureness of heart (23-24).

Psalm 139:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.) O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. 
Psalm 139:2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 
Psalm 139:2 — "Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising" - Comments- God knows everything that we do from the end of the day to the beginning of a new day. He knows what we dream in our sleep.

Psalm 139:2 — "thou understandest my thought afar off" - Comments- God knows all of our thoughts.

Psalm 139:3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 
Psalm 139:3 — "Thou compassest my path and my lying down" - Comments- God knows where we go.

Psalm 139:4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 
Psalm 139:4 — Comments- God knows every word that we say.

Psalm 139:5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. 
Psalm 139:5 — Comments- God is always with us.

Psalm 139:6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
Psalm 139:7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 
Psalm 139:7 — Comments- When someone is in God"s presence, it can be overwhelming for the flesh. The flesh wants to flee. Adam and Eve tried to flee from the presence of God when they had sinned. As a result of partaking of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, man became self-centered and insecure in the presence of the Lord. These feelings make the knowledge and presence of God appear fearful, when in fact, they are the source of peace and security. 125]

125] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 129-30.

Genesis 3:8, "And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden."

Cain was also driven from the presence of the Lord because of his sin.

Genesis 4:16, "And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden."

Jonah found that he could not flee from the presence of the Lord.

Jonah 1:3, "But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD."

Jonah 1:10, "Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them."

God does not allow uncleanness in His presence.

Leviticus 22:3, "Say unto them, Whosoever he be of all your seed among your generations, that goeth unto the holy things, which the children of Israel hallow unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, that soul shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD."

There is judgment in the presence of the Lord. This is why it is so unbearable for flesh to dwell in God"s presence.

1 Chronicles 16:33, "Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of the LORD, because he cometh to judge the earth."

Isaiah 19:1, "The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it."

Jeremiah 4:26, "I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger."

Jeremiah 5:22, "Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?"

Scripture References- Note other verses about God"s presence on earth:

Psalm 97:5, "The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth."

Psalm 100:2, "Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing."

Psalm 114:7, "Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob;"

Psalm 139:8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 
Psalm 139:8 — Comments- Psalm 139:8 refers to the presence of the Lord from heights to the depths, from heaven to hell.

Psalm 139:9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
Psalm 139:9 — Comments- Psalm 139:9 refers to the presence of the Lord from the east to the west. The "wings of the morning" would be figurative of the east. John Gill says the wings are the sun rays of the morning light race across the sky. 126] The "uttermost parts" would be figurative of the west, since the Mediterranean Sea is to the west of Palestine.

126] John Gill, Psalm , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Psalm 136:9.

Psalm 139:10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.
Psalm 139:11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. 
Psalm 139:12 Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.
Psalm 139:12 — — Comments- God sees mankind as clearly in the night as in the day.

Psalm 139:13 For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother"s womb. 
Psalm 139:13 — Word Study on "covered" - Strong says the Hebrew word "cover" ( סָכַך) or ( שָׂכַךְ) (H 5526) is a primitive root word meaning, "to entwined as a screen." It implies the idea of "to fence in," or "to cover over," and figuratively, it means, "to protect." Strong notes that the other uses of this Hebrew word in the Old Testament translated in the KJV are, "cover, defense, defend, hedge in, join together, set, and shut up."

Comments- Carl Baugh likens the root meaning of "entwine" to describe the fact that DNA is "woven" in the mother"s womb during the fertilization of the egg with the sperm and as a part of the development of the fetus, thus creating a living being. 127] 

127] Carl Baugh, Creation in the 21st Century (Glen Rose, Texas: Creation Evidence Museum), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Psalm 139:24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
Psalm 139:23-24 — "Search me, O God, and know my heart" - Comments- God will not lie to us: 

Numbers 23:19, "God is not a Prayer of Manasseh , that he should lie; neither the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?"

The heart is the most deceitful of all things:

Jeremiah 17:9-10, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings."
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Psalm 140
Psalm 140:3 — "adders" poison is under their lips" - Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Paul quotes Psalm 140:3 in Romans 3:13.

Romans 3:13, "Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:"
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Psalm 141
Psalm 141:1 (A Psalm of David.) LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. 
Psalm 141:2 Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Psalm 141:2 — "Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense" - Comments- This incense was burnt at the morning and evening sacrifices. Therefore, Psalm 141:2 would refer the evening as well as the morning prayer time ( Exodus 30:7).

Exodus 30:7, "And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it."

Exodus 30:8, "And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations."

This incense was made of sweet spices.

Exodus 37:29, "And he made the holy anointing oil, and the pure incense of sweet spices, according to the work of the apothecary."

The Tabernacle was symbolic of prayer. Incense was symbolic of the prayers of the saints.

Revelation 8:3, "And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne."

The burning of incense covered the mercy seat, symbolic of our prayers ascending into the presence of God.

Leviticus 16:13, "And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:"

Jack Taylor tells a story, in reference to the lifting up of hands in worship, of how his granddaughter, when he first enters the room, lifts up her hands to him, in order that he might hold her. 128]

128] Jack Taylor, "Sermon Series on Praise," Southcliff Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, September, 1982.

In Psalm 141:2 the evening sacrifice was symbolic of the lifting up of hands.

Psalm 141:5 Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities. 
Psalm 141:5 — "it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head" - Scripture References - Note a similar verse about oil on the head in Psalm 133:2, "It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron"s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;"
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Psalm 142
Psalm 142:1 (Maschil of David; A Prayer when he was in the cave.) I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication. 
Psalm 142:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 129]

129] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Psalm 142:1 — "A Prayer when he was in the cave" - Comments- This is probably a reference to the cave Adullam or the cave in the wilderness of Engedi ( 1 Samuel 22:1; 1 Samuel 24:1-3).

1 Samuel 22:1, "David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam: and when his brethren and all his father"s house heard it, they went down thither to him."

1 Samuel 24:1-3, "And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi. Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of the wild goats. And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet: and David and his men remained in the sides of the cave."

Psalm 142:2 I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble. 
Psalm 142:1-2 — Comments- Psalm 142:1-2 is Hebrew parallel poetry in which each verse states parallel thoughts.
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Psalm 144:3 LORD, what is Prayer of Manasseh , that thou takest knowledge of him! or the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that thou makest account of him!
Psalm 144:3 — Scripture Reference- Note a similar passage: 

Psalm 8:4, "What is Prayer of Manasseh , that thou art mindful of him? and the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that thou visitest him?"

Psalm 144:11 Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange children, whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood: 
Psalm 144:11 — "and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood" - Comments- Men use their right hand in making promises and vows, with a handshake or by taking an oath. Therefore, a man who breaks his vow would have given his right hand in falsehood.

Psalm 144:12-14 — Comments - The Purpose of War- In Psalm 144:1 God teaches us to make war. Psalm 144:12-14 shows us the righteous purpose of war, which is to bring peace and prosperity to a nation.

144 Psalm 144 
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Psalm 145
Characteristics- Psalm 145, made up of twenty-one verses, is an acrostic, with each verse beginning with a Hebrew letter of the alphabet. The Hebrew letter ( נ) is the only letter that is missing of twenty-two Hebrew letters.

Theme- The key words in this Psalm are "works, Acts , power, ways."

Psalm 145:8 The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.
Psalm 145:8 — Scripture References- Note similar passages:

Exodus 34:6-7, "And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children"s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation."

Psalm 103:8, "The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy."

Jonah 4:2, "And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil."

Nehemiah 9:17, "And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them; but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage: but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not."

Psalm 145:9 The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.
Psalm 145:10 All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD and thy saints shall bless thee.
Psalm 145:10 — Comments- Everything that God does brings praise unto His name. Not only do His blessings reveal His goodness and cause those recipients to praise Him, but His divine chastisement and judgments are also intended for a good purpose. God only brings judgment, no matter how severe, to produce something good in the end. He disciplines His children and they draw near to Him for deliverance. Even the judgment of sending the wicked to Hell will cause those who fear Him to give Him praise.

He judges and blesses because He is both holy and He is loving; therefore, all of His acts of judgment contain a divine purpose mixed with His love.

Psalm 145:14-20 — Comments- Psalm 145:14-20 teach us that God will take care of every one of our needs. We read a similar verse in Philippians 4:19 which also promises us that God shall supply all of our needs according to His riches in glory; however, we know from a study of the epistle to the Philippians that they had partnered with God and met Paul's needs. Therefore, God was committed to meet their needs. In other words, the Philippians took care of God's needs first and He in turn took care of their needs. As God's creation, we must all meet the same conditions of faith and obedience in order to receive from the hand of God. His hand is always open, but we must receive by His divine principles, or else we go lacking as many people do so in this life. In this corrupt world we see much poverty and lack because of the sins of mankind and not because of God wills that anyone go lacking in anything. Thus, in the next verses ( Psalm 145:17-20), the Psalmist explains the conditions that must be met for His creatures to receive His blessings. His blessings are reserved for those who fear Him and who call upon Him in a true heart. He will protect those who love Him, but to the wicked, God will not pour out His blessings, but rather His judgment.

Philippians 4:16, "For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity."

Psalm 145:21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.
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Psalm 146
Structure- Psalm 146 tells us not to trust in mortal man ( Psalm 146:3-4), but in God, who made heaven and earth ( Psalm 146:5-10).

Psalm 146:1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul.
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Psalm 147
Psalm 147:4 He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.
Psalm 147:4 — "He telleth the number of the stars" - Word Study on "telleth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( מָנָה) (H 4487) means, "to be divided, to be divided out, to divide, to allot, assign, prepare, make ready, number." Strong says it means, "to weigh out, to allot or constitute officially, to enumerate or enroll."

Comments - A number of modern English versions translate this to mean that God counts, or numbers all of the stars in heaven. Russell Humphreys explains how this statement implies that the number of stars in the universe is "finite," meaning there are a limited number of stars. This means that the universe itself is finite. In contrast, Humphreys notes that the next verse tells us that God's "understanding is infinite." ( Psalm 147:5) 130]

130] Russell Humphreys, Starlight and Time, in Creation Library: Answers in Genesis , prod. Forever Productions of NW, Mark DeSpain [CD-ROM], (answersingenesis.org, Hebron, Kentucky, c 2001, 2005).

RSV, "He determines the number of the stars, he gives to all of them their names."

YLT, "He counteth the number of the stars; He calleth them all by their names."

Psalm 147:4 — Comments- We are told in Psalm 147:4 that God has given a name to every star in the universe. This is stated again in Isaiah 40:26. 

Isaiah 40:26, "Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth."

In the creation of the earth, God named Adam, but He gave him the job of naming all of the animals inhabiting the earth ( Genesis 2:19-20). This was because everything on the earth had been put under his dominion. In contrast, the heavens remained under God's domain. Therefore, it was his job to name the heavenly bodies.

One thing that is important to note by this statement is that we have the names of some of these stars as well as constellations recorded in Scriptures. In the books of Job ,, Amos , and Acts we find the names of the constellations Pleiades, Orion, Arcturus and Castor and Pollux ( Job 9:9; Job 38:31-32, Amos 5:8). Although these are Latinized names, the Hebrew text hands down to us a more ancient name for these constellations than the modern English names used today. The book of Job also makes a reference to the twelve constellations of the Zodiac called by the Hebrew name Mazzaroth ( Job 38:32). 

Job 9:9, "Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south."

Job 38:31-32, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Acts 28:11, "And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux."

The phrase "the crooked serpent" found in Job 26:13 is a possible reference to a number of constellations with which the shape of the serpent is identified.

Job 26:13, "By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent."

Psalm 147:11 The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.
Psalm 147:11 — "The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Numbers 14:8, "If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey."

Deuteronomy 28:63, "And it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought; and ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess it."

Deuteronomy 30:9, "And the LORD thy God will make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good: for the LORD will again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers:"

2 Samuel 22:20, "He brought me forth also into a large place: he delivered me, because he delighted in me."

1 Chronicles 29:17" "I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all these things: and now have I seen with joy thy people, which are present here, to offer willingly unto thee."

Psalm 149:4, "For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation."

Proverbs 11:20, "They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight."

Proverbs 15:8, "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight."

1 Kings 10:9, "Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the LORD loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice."

Isaiah 62:5, "For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee."

Isaiah 65:19, "And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying."

Jeremiah 32:41, "Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul."

Luke 15:23-24, "And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry."

148 Psalm 148 

Verses 1-14 

Psalm 148
Theme- Psalm 148 gives us a foreshadowing of what it will be like in Heaven. There will be praise unto God proceeding from every part of God's creation. Those who have visited Heaven and returned to earth to testify of its beauty tell us how even the flowers seem to reach up to God in praise to him. The animals also seem to worship him with their chatter. Everything in heaven was created to praise the Lord. 

Jack Taylor calls this psalm a roll call for creation to praise the Lord. Psalm 148:1-6 tells the heavenly creation to praise the Lord. Psalm 148:7-12 tell the earthly creation to praise the Lord. Psalm 148:13-14 tell the heavens and the earth to praise the Lord together. 131]

131] Jack Taylor, "Sermon Series on Praise," Southcliff Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, September, 1982.

Note the praise that comes from a man"s heart as he sees the revelation of an almighty, eternal God from viewing His creation. Romans 1:19-20 tells us that God is revealed in His creation.

Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

Psalm 148:5 Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.
Psalm 148:5 — "for he commanded, and they were created" - Comments- In the first chapter of Genesis , the Hebrew verbs are in the imperative when God speaks to His creation. Thus, when God speaks, He literally commands, as this Psalm declares.

Genesis 1:3, "And God said, Let there be light: and there was light."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Isaiah 45:12, "I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded." 

Psalm 148:6 He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.
Psalm 148:6 — "he hath made a decree which shall not pass" - Comments- Just as parades, other of man's organizing have themes, creation"s theme throughout eternity will be "Praise the Lord forever and ever."

Psalm 148:8 Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word: 
Psalm 148:8 — "Fire, and hail" - Illustrations - God rained fire and brimstone upon Sodom and Gomorrah ( Genesis 19:24). God appeared to Moses in the burning bush ( Exodus 3:2). God rained down hail and fire upon the Egyptians during the ten plagues ( Exodus 9:23). God led the children of Israel through the wilderness with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night ( Exodus 13:21). God descended upon Mount Sinai in a cloud of smoke and in fire ( Exodus 19:18; Exodus 24:17). Fire came out from the altar and devoured Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron ( Leviticus 10:2). Fire consumed the rebellious Jews in the wilderness ( Numbers 11:1). Fire consumed two hundred and fifty men that offered incense before the Tabernacle ( Numbers 16:35). Thus, Moses described God as "a consuming fire." ( Deuteronomy 4:24). God send giant hailstones down upon the Canaanites during Joshua's conquest ( Joshua 10:11). Elijah commanded fire to come down from heaven and consume the troop of soldiers on two occasions ( 2 Kings 1:10; 2 Kings 1:12). Fire consumed the sacrifices of Moses ( Leviticus 9:24), Samson's father Manoah ( Judges 13:18), King David ( 1 Chronicles 21:26), King Solomon ( 2 Chronicles 7:1), and Elijah ( 1 Kings 18:38). During the tribulation, God will rain down great hail upon mankind ( Revelation 16:21).

Genesis 19:24, "Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;"

Exodus 3:2, "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed."

Exodus 9:23, "And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt."

Exodus 13:21, "And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night:"

Exodus 19:18, "And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly."

Exodus 24:17, "And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel."

Leviticus 10:2, "And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD."

Numbers 11:1, "And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp."

Numbers 16:35, "And there came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered incense."

Deuteronomy 4:24, "For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God."

Joshua 10:11, "And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword."

2 Kings 1:10, "And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty."

2 Kings 1:12, "And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty."

Leviticus 9:24, "And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces."

Judges 13:19, "So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground."

1 Chronicles 21:26, "And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering."

2 Chronicles 7:1, "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house."

1 Kings 18:38, "Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench."

Revelation 16:21, "And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great."

Psalm 148:8 — "stormy wind fulfilling his word" - Illustrations - Perhaps the greatest example of the stormy wind fulfilling God's Word is seen in the story of Jonah , where God allowed a great wind to come upon the sea and trouble Jonah's boat. This wind immediately ceased when Jonah was thrown overboard. Also, an east wind brought the plague of locusts upon the Egyptians ( Exodus 10:13). God parted the Red Sea with a strong east wind ( Exodus 14:21).

Exodus 10:13, "And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts."

Exodus 14:21, "And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided."

Psalm 148:14 He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD.
Psalm 148:14 — "He also exalteth the horn of his people" - Comments- He also raised up a horn for his people, i.e, Jesus ( Luke 1:69).

Luke 1:69, "And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David;"

God has always exalted a righteous nation ( Proverbs 14:34). God exalted the nation of Israel during the righteous reigns of David and Solomon. During the history of the church, God has exalted Germany, the UK, and the USA during the periods of their righteous leadership.

Proverbs 14:34, "Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people."

149 Psalm 149 

Verses 1-9 

Psalm 149
Theme- Psalm 149:1-4 tell God"s people to praise Him. Psalm 149:5-9 tell the results of praising the Lord. The judgment of God is released through the praises of His people. There are a number of examples of this in the Old Testament.

In the march thru the wilderness for forty years, God appointed the tribe of Judah, the tribe of praise, to lead the other tribes through the wilderness.

Numbers 10:14, "In the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of Judah according to their armies: and over his host was Nahshon the son of Amminadab."

Joshua led the children of Israel in a march around Jericho, with the trumpets leading the army.

Joshua 6:6, "And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams" horns before the ark of the LORD."

Jehoshaphat led his people into battle by appointing singers to lead the army.

2 Chronicles 20:20-21, "And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD for his mercy endureth for ever."

Psalm 149:1 Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new Song of Solomon , and his praise in the congregation of saints.
Psalm 149:1 — Illustrations:
Joshua and the conquest of Canaan.

Psalm 118:10-12, "All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD will I destroy them. They compassed me about; yea, they compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them. They compassed me about like bees; they are quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of the LORD I will destroy them."

Psalm 149:6-9 — The Power God Gives His Children - Psalm 149:6-9 declares the power that God has given to His children.

Numbers 25:16-18, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Vex the Midianites, and smite them: For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for Peor"s sake."

Psalm 149:8 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;
Psalm 149:8 — Illustration: 

Joshua 10:23-24, "And they did Song of Solomon , and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua , that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their feet upon the necks of them."

Psalm 149:9 To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD.
Psalm 149:9 — "To execute upon them the judgment written" - Comments- The devil has already been judged and defeated ( John 16:11). Declare unto him his judgment. 

John 16:11, "Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged."

Illustration: 
Deuteronomy 7:1-2, "When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou; And when the LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them:"

150 Psalm 150 

Verses 1-6 

Psalm 150
Characteristics- This last Psalm is a doxology of doxologies, a praise of praise Song of Solomon , the highest praise of praises. Psalm 146-150 begin a crescendo of praise to finish the book of Psalm.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline of Psalm 150 :

Psalm 150:1 - Where is God to be praise?

Psalm 150:2 - Why is God to be praised?

Psalm 150:3-5 - How is God to be praised?

Psalm 150:6 - Who is to praise God?

