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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Mind
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Secondary Theme- Israel's Redemption Through Jesus the Son's Justification
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: 

yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 

and with his stripes we are healed.

Isaiah 53:4-5
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROPHETS
It was the office of the prophet that brought to us the divine writings of the Old Testament, for these inspired words came to us through the divine oracles of the prophets. Josephus (A.D 37 to 100) tells us that the twenty-two books which serve as the canon of the Old Testament were given to us by a succession of prophets, and when this succession ceased, so did the authoritative writings of the Old Testament.

"For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another, [as the Greeks have,] but only twenty-two books, which contain the records of all the past times; which are justly believed to be divine; and of them five belong to Moses, which contain his laws and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his death. This interval of time was little short of three thousand years; but as to the time from the death of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct of human life. It is true, our history hath been written since Artaxerxes very particularly, but hath not been esteemed of the like authority with the former by our forefathers, because there hath not been an exact succession of prophets since that time." (Against Apion 18)

A. Recipients- I have come to the conclusion in the past several years that the prophecies of the Old Testament are primarily directed towards Israel"s role in God"s plan of redemption for mankind, although they often involve the New Testament Church; and theprophecies of the New Testament are primarily directed to the Church"s role in redemption, although they sometimes involve Israel. Daniel"s prophecies stand unique in that those in the first seven chapters are directed primarily to the Gentiles nations (the times of the Gentiles), while the last chapters reveal Israel"s roleduring the "times of the Gentiles.".

Old Testament prophecies are primarily for Israel, and secondarily for the Church. In other words, these prophecies reflect Israel"s role and participation in regards to the coming of the Messiah. They may have a 2-fold message regarding Christ"s First and Second Comings. For example, when the angel interpreted Jeremiah"s seventy-year prophecy to Daniel in Daniel 9:20-27, the angel explained this prophecy as both a literal seventy years, where Israel would enjoy an initial restoration, but it primarily referred to seventy weeks and the Messiah"s Second Coming at the end of the Great Tribulation and the full restoration of the nation of Israel during the thousand-year Millennial reign of Christ on earth.

These prophecies in the Old Testament reflect not only Israel"s role at Christ"s first coming, but also Israel"s role in His Second Coming, with the Church simply being grafted into the vine and rejoicing in the Messiah for this season of God"s redemptive history. In other words, these prophecies in Isaiah still have a future fulfillment at the time of Jesus" Second Coming. This helps explain why many Old Testament prophecies merge the events of Christ's First and Second Coming.

B. Date of Writing- Douglas Stuart believes that the order of placement of the twelve Minor Prophets was largely influenced by the date of writing and subject matter. The earliest prophets are placed first and the later prophets are placed last. 1]

1] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -, Jonah , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on "General Introduction," and "Introduction to Hoses: Assumptions about Dates."

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of Isaiah Since ancient times the book of Isaiah has been one of the most popular and inspiring books of the Old Testament canon. One reason for its popularity among ancient Jews is the emphasis placed upon the coming of the Messiah in its prophecies, which theme was in the hearts and minds of the Jews who were being oppressed under Roman rule. Evidence as to the importance of Isaiah in New Testament times is seen in Luke 4:16-30 when Jesus entered the synagogue and Nazareth and read from Isaiah 61:1-2. Also, in Acts 8:28 we see the eunuch from Ethiopia reading from the book of Isaiah.

Acts 8:27-28, "And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet."

Its popularity among the early Church was because Isaiah's prophecies were used to testify that Jesus Christ fulfilled all Old Testament Messianic prophecies. Thus, the book of Isaiah became one of the most quoted books of the Old Testament canon within the New Testament.

For the Jews, the book of Isaiah inspired hope that their Messiah was coming to deliver their people, and for the early Church it strengthened their faith in Jesus Christ. This Old Testament book remains popularity today, as well as in ancient times. Isaiah is one of the most inspiring books to read in the Old Testament, and is often referred to as "the Gospel of the Old Testament," because of its prophecies of the coming Messiah.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Daniel will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 2] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

2] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 3]

3] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Isaiah will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Isaiah was the author of the book of Isaiah , with him and others recording his prophecies during his public ministry.

I. The Title
II. Historical Background
A. The Title of the Book of Isaiah - Luke was familiar with the title of the book of Isaiah ( Luke 4:17).

Luke 4:17, "And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,"

B. The Biography of Isaiah the Prophet - There are references to the prophet Isaiah in ancient extra-biblical writings. We find a book about Isaiah in the Old Testament pseudepigraphal book The Martyrdom of Isaiah. 4] There is a reference to the prophet Isaiah in one of the New Testament apocryphal books entitled The Vision of Paul. In this ancient document, Isaiah tells Paul the apostle that he was sawn asunder by King Manasseh (The Vision of Paul 49). 5] Isaiah's martyrdom is alluded to in Hebrews 11:37, "… they were sawn asunder…"

4] The Martyrdom of Isaiah , trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, 155-162, ed. R. H. Charles (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913).

5] "When he had spoken thus far, there came other twelve, and seeing me said: Art thou Paul the glorified in heaven and on earth? And I answered and said: What are ye? The first answered and said: I am Esaias whom Manasses cut asunder with a wooden saw. And the second said likewise: I am Jeremias who was stoned by the children of Israel and slain. And the third said: I am Ezekiel whom the children of Israel dragged by the feet over a rock in a mountain till they knocked out my brains, and we endured all these toils, wishing to save the children of Israel: and I say unto thee that after the toils which they laid upon me, I cast myself on my face in the sight of the Lord praying for them, bending my knees until the second hour of the Lord"s day, till Michael came and lifted me up from the earth. Blessed art thou, Paul, and blessed the nation which believed through thee." The Vision of Paul, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906), 165.

III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence
1. Isaiah
Isaiah 1:1, "The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah."

2 Chronicles 26:22, "Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, write."

2 Chronicles 32:32, "Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his goodness, behold, they are written in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, and in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel."

2. Hezekiah ( Isaiah 38:9-20)

Isaiah 38:9, "The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness:"

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that Hezekiah wrote the books of Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book [Pentateuch] and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book [Joshua] and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 6]

6] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
The northern kingdom of Israel lasted 254years, from Jeroboam's inauguration as the first king (approx 975 B.C.) to the time when this kingdom was laid waste and carried off by the Assyrian army (approx 721 B.C.). Isaiah"s ministry overlapped this time-period. Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah ( Isaiah 1:1). He dates his inaugural vision ( Isaiah 6:1) in the year of Uzziah"s death, which ISBE says was approximately 740 B.C. 7] This marks, therefore, the beginning of his prophetic ministry. We know that he was still active as late as the siege of Jerusalem by Sennacherib in 701 B.C. Hence, the minimum period of his activity as a prophet was approximately from 740 to 701 B.C.

7] George L. Robinson, " Isaiah 1-7 ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

The four kings whom Isaiah ministered under were:

1. Uzziah- Eleventh king of Judah 809-8 to 757-6 B.C, reigned 52years.

2. Jotham- Twelfth king of Judah, 758 - 741 B.C, reigned 16 years.

3. Ahaz- Thirteenth king of Judah, 741-726 B.C, reigned about 16 years.

4. Hezekiah- Fourteenth king of Judah, 726 - 701 B.C, reigned 25 years. 

The biblical chronology in the book of Isaiah is not dated in terms of years, but in terms of the reigns of kings, similar to Luke 3:1-2. This is because many ancient cultures did not go by calendar dates, but rather by events, such as the reigns of kings. For example, in Africa, people are not time conscience; rather, they are event conscience. For example, many of them do not know the day and year of their birth, but they know what major events took place during the year of their birth. These major events usually centered around the events of their king.

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 8]

8] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the kingdom of Israel, the author of the book of Isaiah chose to write using the literary style of the ancient prophetic literature. Thus, the book of Isaiah is assigned to the literary genre called "prophecy." Included in the genre of prophecy are the three books of the Old Testament major prophets and twelve minor prophets. 

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 9]

9] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Isaiah , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Isaiah for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
A. Foundational Theme of the Books of Prophecy (How To Worship the Lord With All thy Mind) - While the book of Psalm and other Hebrew poetry move us to worship God with all of our hearts and the historical narratives and writings inspire us to serve the Lord with all of our strength, the Prophets stir us up to seek God with all our mind as they reveal to us God's eternal plan and destiny for Israel and the Gentiles. The Prophets teach us the future so that we will serve the Lord now in hope of obtaining our eternal, divine destiny. We find several examples in the New Testament as to the purpose of the books of prophecy. In 1 Peter 1:10-12, we are told that these Old Testament prophets did a mental search in order to understand the meaning of their prophecies of the future. They realized that they were speaking of events that would not happen to themselves, but to a future generation.

1 Peter 1:10-12, "Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into."

One story that illustrates the theme of prophetic literature is found in the New Testament. In Acts 8:30-31 we find Philip the evangelist meeting the Ethiopian eunuch in the desert while reading the book of Isaiah. This eunuch was inspired by reading this book of prophecy to seek a deeper understanding of its meaning and of the ways of God. Philip then took the opportunity to instruct him in the ways of righteousness by faith in Christ Jesus ( Acts 8:30-31).

Acts 8:30-31, "And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him."

In John 12:14-16 we see how the Holy Spirit brought the Old Testament prophecies to the remembrance of the early Church so that they could understand the events that took place in the life of Jesus Christ.

John 12:14-16, "And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass"s colt. These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him."

In these three New Testament passages, the prophetic books were used to stir up the minds of men to seek God. In other words, it inspired men to seek God with all of their minds.

1. The Central Theme of Daniel: The Times of the Gentiles - The theme of the book of Daniel is God's Plan of Redemption during the Times of the Gentiles. The book of Daniel stands alone in the Old Testament in its structure and content in much the same way that the book of Revelation is unique to the New Testament. Both are apocalyptic in nature, using symbolic figures to prophesy of future events. Daniel is structured different than the three major prophets, being similar to the books of Ezra , Nehemiah and Esther in its narrative material, while containing a large amount of prophecy. The book of Daniel takes us through the Times of the Gentiles when God divinely works in this group of people to carry out His divine plan of election and redemption. He makes mention of the Kingdom of Heaven from the view of the ages of the worldly kingdoms. Thus, the theme and prophecies of Daniel focus upon the "Times of the Gentiles" from the fall of Jerusalem until the full restoration of the nation of Israel at Christ's Second Coming. Daniel's prophecies encompass the prophecies of Isaiah , Jeremiah and Ezekiel , so that it serves as a foundational book of prophecy.

While the other thirty-eight books of the Old Testament focus upon the nation of Israel, the prophecies in the book of Daniel focus upon the period of human history called the "Times of the Gentiles" and upon the destiny of the Gentile nations from the fall of Jerusalem up until the time when the nation of Israel is fully restored at Christ's Second Coming. Thus, its primary theme is about the period of history called the "Times of the Gentiles". The fall of Jerusalem to King Nebuchadnezzar began this period of human history and it will last until the time when Christ returns again and usher the world into the thousand-year Millennial Reign. At that time Christ will rule and reign from the holy city of Jerusalem and the nation of Israel will again take center stage and be restored to its fullness. The prophet Daniel ministered directly to the Babylonian kings. As a result he was given insight into the "Time of the Gentiles." However, this Jewish Old Testament writing ministers to the Jews as well in that it tells them when their nation will be fully restored and when their Messiah will come to deliver them from the oppression of the Gentiles. Thus, we can then see the importance of Daniel's understanding of the seventy-year prophecy of Jeremiah. He understood by a vision that a temporary restoration would take place in a seventy-year period, but that a full restoration would not be accomplished until a seventy-week period was fulfilled. 

The book of Daniel weaves the theme of God's sovereign power and destiny for mankind within the revelation of the Times of the Gentiles. Despite the historical setting of the destruction of Jerusalem and enslavement of God's people, these prophecies clearly show that the God of Israel is still on the throne and determining the outcome of mankind. Thus, the foreknowledge of God the Father is the underlying theme of the Old Testament with the book of Daniel being given special emphasis upon the destiny of the Gentile nations as they are a part of God's redemptive plan for mankind.

The prophet Daniel was a contemporary of Ezekiel. While Daniel was ministering to the kings of the Gentile nations, Ezekiel was providing comfort and hope to the Jews in Babylonian captivity. If we compare their two ministries, we see that they both served to provide to the Jews a hope of future restoration. Daniel's prophecies emphasize their restoration from the time frame of the Age of the Gentiles, while Ezekiel's prophecies reveal Israel's restoration from the perspective of a clear understanding of divine judgment upon His people Israel, His pending judgment upon their enemies and their future restoration. Although Ezekiel did prophesy about the judgment of those nations surrounding Israel, his main focus reveals the rebirth and establishment of Israel, while Daniel focused upon the rise and fall of the Gentile nations. In addition, both prophets show us that all nations will one day be made subject to the Ancient of Days, the King of Kings, when Jesus Christ will rule and reign over this earth with His saints. The book of Daniel plays an important role in the books of the prophets in that it sets a framework and timelines for all other prophetic events to take place. Daniel literally predicted the year A.D 27 as the year of the Messiah's atonement. Although the prophet Isaiah , as well as King David in Psalm 22, described the coming and death of the Messiah, Daniel established the timeline for Christ's first and second Coming.

If we compare the three prophetic books of Ezekiel , Daniel and Revelation , we can make the following observations. Regarding the end-time events, Daniel addresses the Gentiles, Ezekiel addresses the Jews on these same events, and the book of Revelation addresses the Church on this subject. The book of Ezekiel was written to the people of Israel to help them persevere through their time of persecutions during the Babylonian Captivity; but the book of Revelation was addressed to the Church, and not to the Jews, to help them persevere until the end. Therefore, Ezekiel speaks of three major events that relate to the nation of Israel leading up to the ushering in of the Millennial Reign of Christ Jesus, which are the restoration of Israel (36-37), the great battle with Russia and its allies (38-39) and the rebuilding of the Temple with its institution of worship (40-48). These are the three important events that will involve Israel during these last days leading up to and through the seven-year Tribulation Period. Thus, Ezekiel tells of these end-time events from the perspective of Israel. In contrast, the book of Daniel tells of Christ's Second Coming from the perspective of the Gentile nations. Finally, the book of Revelation tells of the end-time events from the perspective of the Church. 

Finally, it is interesting to note how the prayers of the saints throughout history determined the outcome of many historical events within God's framework of His plan of redemption. This reveals the important role of God's people in shaping history for good by overcoming evil. Thus, both God and men have a role to plan in God's eternal plan of redemption for mankind.

2. The Three Major Prophets: Israel's Redemption through the Father, the Song of Solomon , and the Holy Spirit- As we study the life of the three Major Prophets, we see how each of them received a divine visitation from the Lord that launched them into their respective ministries. In these visitations, they received their unique commissions. For example, the books of Isaiah , Jeremiah and Ezekiel all have a common opening in that each one of them has an encounter with the Lord. Isaiah sees the glory of the Lord upon His majestic throne. Jeremiah was overwhelmed with the word of the Lord as it came to him with visions revealing God's judgment upon Judah and other nations. Ezekiel saw the living creatures going forth before the throne of God, exalted high in the heaven. In contrast, the twelve Major Prophets did not receive such a divine visitation in order to commission them. 

One reason why these three prophets received such a mighty visitation is understood in a comment by Kenneth Hagin, who said that when the Lord gives us a vision or a word for the future, it often precedes a trial, and is used to anchor our soul and take us through the trial. 10] If we look at the lives of the three Major Prophets, this is exactly what we see. These three men faced enormous trials and objections during their ministries. Their divine commissions certain were the anchor of their souls as it gave them strength and assurance that they were in God's will despite their difficulties. We see such dramatic encounters in the lives of Moses and Saul of Tarsus, as God gave them their divine commissions for a work that was difficult and even cost them their lives.

10] Kenneth Hagin, Following God's Plan For Your Life (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1993, 1994), 118.

a) The Central Theme of Jeremiah: Israel's Redemption Through God the Father's Foreknowledge- The prophecies of Jeremiah emphasizes God the Father's divine timeline of judgment and redemption for the nation of Israel and Gentile nations, as stated in its opening passage ( Jeremiah 1:10). Jeremiah's prophecy of Israel's seventy-year captivity serves as God's remedy for divine judgment upon His people Israel before He can bring about their restoration. God also called Jeremiah to judge the nations ( Jeremiah 1:10) in preparation for the coming of the Messiah. Thus, we can see how Jeremiah's prophecies ushered in the Times of the Gentiles.

Jeremiah 1:10, "See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant."

Jeremiah also spoke of the rise and fall of Babylon and gave prophecies of other nations besides Israel. The prophecy of Israel's seventy-year Captivity was perhaps the most important prophecy he made because it dealt with the nation of Israel and gave us a timeline of the Last Days. We find a two-fold fulfillment in this prophecy when studying Daniel 9. Jeremiah was speaking of the Jews returning to Jerusalem after a literal 70-year period. The angel explained to Daniel that this prophecy also served as a prediction of the time of the Messiah's First and Second Coming. Thus, Jeremiah places emphasis upon God the Father's foreknowledge of Israel's redemption as well as the Gentile nations in that he shows us a time-table for God's plan of redemption. Thus, God's remedy for divine judgment is to bring about full redemption to Israel and the nations through the First and Second Coming of the Messiah. 

b) The Central Theme of Isaiah: Israel's Redemption Through Jesus the Son's Justification- The prophecies of Isaiah emphasize the cleansing of the rebellious nation of Israel, as stated in its opening verses ( Isaiah 1:2). The prophet calls them to repentance by saying, "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool," ( Isaiah 1:18). He will explain how this cleansing works later in chapters 52-53by giving them a lengthy description of Christ's sacrificial death on Calvary as a reference to Jesus' first coming. This is because the remedy for rebellion is reconciliation, and God chose Calvary as the means of reconciling Israel and the Gentiles back unto Himself. We may be able to say that Isaiah focuses upon the justification of God's people which was accomplished by Jesus' work on Calvary. 11]

11] The book of Isaiah is sometimes referred to as "the Gospel of the Old Testament" or "the Gospel of Isaiah" because the emphasis upon the redemptive work of Jesus Christ is well recognized. Literary evidence is offered by Davies and Allison, who note that half of the Old Testament quotes found in the Gospel of Matthew come from the book of Isaiah. See W. D. Davies and Dale C. Allison, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel According to Saint Matthew: Commentary on Matthew XIX-XXVIII, vol 3, in The International Critical Commentary (London: T. & T. Clark Ltd, 1988), 575.

In his commission, Isaiah found himself unclean before the throne of God and received cleansing by the angel from the live coals of fire being placed upon his tongue. He was then told to preach a message of conversion and healing to a rebellions people. We see this message in the preaching of Jesus Christ. Thus, in this vision we see the theme of justification.

God then told Isaiah to speak to a rebellious people that will reject his message so that they are scattered and a remnant allowed to remain ( Isaiah 6:9-13). Isaiah's prophecies were two-fold in application also. They were fulfilled by the carrying away of the Babylonian Captivity. They were also prophetic of the Messiah's First Coming. Thus, they had a two-fold application. Isaiah places emphasis upon Jesus' work of Calvary, which offers justification to a sinful world. Thus, the remedy for Israel's rebellion is provided for in justification through the coming Messiah.

c) The Central Theme of Ezekiel: Israel's Redemption Through the Holy Spirit's Sanctification and Future Glorification - Ezekiel emphasizes Israel's future restoration through the rebirth of the nation and building of the new temple that will allow God to once again dwell with men. At his commission the prophet Ezekiel had a vision of four creatures that were sent from the throne of God to set in motion God's divine plan of the restoration of the nation of Israel. This is why God gave to Ezekiel three major prophecies regarding the role of Israel's during the times leading up to Christ Jesus' Second Coming. He closes his prophecies by telling about God's three-fold method of restoring Israel to its fullness through (1) the restoration of the nation, (2) the battle of Armageddon and (3) the rebuilding of the Temple, for this is the method in which God has chosen to restore His people. In this vision we see the theme of glorification emphasized as Ezekiel seems to focus upon the glorification of God's people Israel at the time of Christ's second coming.

3. The Central Theme of the Twelve Minor Prophets - The twelve Minor Prophets carry the themes of the three Major Prophets. Hosea reveals the heart of God by showing His unfailing love for His people. Micah emphasizes the birth of Jesus and deliverance of God's people, and he portrays the Messiah as the Shepherd of Israel. Jonah emphasizes Jesus' resurrection after three days in the grave, and His provision of justification for the ungodly. Zechariah is the most Messianic of the twelve minor prophets, giving more prophecies of Jesus' life and passion than any of these others.


Figure 1 - Thematic Scheme of Prophet Books

B. Secondary (Structural) Theme of the Book of Isaiah - Israel's Redemption Through Jesus the Son's Justification - It is clear that the book of Isaiah places a tremendous amount of emphasis upon prophecies regarding Jesus' earthly ministry, His Passion and the preaching of the Gospel to the Gentile nations. For example, as we study the Gospel of Matthew which lays out for us a chronological list of Old Testament prophecies that Jesus Christ fulfilled during His birth, ministry and passion, we find that a significant number of them come from the book of Isaiah.

1. Regarding His virgin birth:

Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Song of Solomon , and shall call his name Immanuel."

2. Regarding the coming of John the Baptist to herald His coming:

Isaiah 40:3, "The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God."

3. Regarding His initial ministry in Galilee:

Isaiah 9:1-2, "Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined."

4. Regarding His healing ministry:

Isaiah 53:4, "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted."

5. Regarding meekness in proclaiming the Gospel:

Isaiah 42:1-4, "Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law."

6. Regarding the Jew's Rejection of the Gospel:

Isaiah 6:9-10, "And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed."

7. Regarding the offences that come from preaching the Gospel:

Isaiah 29:13, "Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:"

8. Regarding His triumphant entry into Jerusalem:

Isaiah 62:11, "Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him."

9. Regarding His cleansing of the Temple:

Isaiah 56:7, "Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people."

We have the lengthy prophecy in Isaiah that details Jesus' crucifixion in Isaiah 52:13 to Isaiah 53:12.

Marvin Vincent notes that some scholars suggest Isaiah "embodied" the theme "of his message within the names of his children: Mahershalal-hash-baz (speed-prey), a warning of the coming of the fierce Assyrians; Shear-Jashub (a remnant shall return), a reminder of God's mercy to Israel in captivity, and Immanuel (God is with us), a promise of God's presence and succor." 12] Perhaps Isaiah's prophecies against Israel ( Isaiah 1:2 to Isaiah 12:6) and against the Nations ( Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 24:23) are reflected in the name Mahershalal-hash-baz (speed-prey). Perhaps the prophecies of the reign of Christ ( Isaiah 28:1 to Isaiah 35:10) are reflected in the name Immanuel (God is with us). Perhaps the prophecies of Israel's future comfort and redemption ( Isaiah 40:1 to Isaiah 66:24) are reflected in the name the Shear-Jashub (a remnant shall return). 

12] Marvin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1905), in OnLine Bible, v 20 [CD-ROM] (Nederland: Online Bible Foundation, 1992-2005), notes on Matthew 1:23.

C. Third (Imperative) Theme of the Book of Isaiah - Israel Must Place their Hope in the Coming Messiah Who will Redeem them from their Sins
IX. Literary Structure
Justification of Israel ( Isaiah 40-59)

Glorification of Israel ( Isaiah 60-66)

X. Outline of Book
Here is a proposed outline of the book of Isaiah:

I. Title— Isaiah 1:1 

II. Prophecies Against Israel— Isaiah 1:2 to Isaiah 12:6
A. Isaiah's First Prophecy— Isaiah 1:2-31
1. God's First Indictment Against Israel (Physical)— Isaiah 1:2-9
2. God's Second Indictment Against Israel (Mental)— Isaiah 1:10-20
a. Israel's Vain Worship— Isaiah 1:10-15
b. A Description of True Worship— Isaiah 1:16-20
1) Pureness of Heart— Isaiah 1:16-17
2) God Reasons with Israel— Isaiah 1:18
3) Physical Blessings Restored— Isaiah 1:19-20
3. God's Third Indictment Against Israel (Spiritual)— Isaiah 1:21-23
4. God Decrees Judgment & Restoration — Isaiah 1:24-31
B. Isaiah's Second Prophecy— Isaiah 2:1 to Isaiah 5:30
C. Isaiah's Divine Commission— Isaiah 6:1-13
D. Isaiah's Prophecy to King Ahaz— Isaiah 7:1-25
E. Prophecy of Assyria's Invasion— Isaiah 8:1 to Isaiah 12:6
1. Messianic Prophecy— Isaiah 9:1-7
2. The Messiah's First Coming— Isaiah 11:1-3
3. The Messiah's Second Coming— Isaiah 11:4-5
4. The Millennial Reign of Christ— Isaiah 11:6-16
5. Praise to the Lord— Isaiah 12:1-6
III. Prophecies Against the Nations— Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 24:23
A. Judgment upon Babylon— Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 14:27
B. Judgment upon Philistia— Isaiah 14:28-32
C. Judgment upon Moab— Isaiah 15:1 to Isaiah 16:14
D. Judgment upon Damascus— Isaiah 17:1-14
E. Judgment upon Ethiopia— Isaiah 18:1-7
F. Judgment upon Egypt— Isaiah 19:1-25
G. Prophecy upon Ethiopia & Egypt— Isaiah 20:1-6
H. Prophecy upon Babylon— Isaiah 21:1-10
I. Judgment upon Dumah— Isaiah 21:11-12
J. Judgment upon Arabia— Isaiah 21:13-17
K. Judgment upon Judah— Isaiah 22:1-25
L. Judgment upon Tyre— Isaiah 23:1-18
M. Judgment upon the Earth— Isaiah 24:1-23
N. Praise to God for Israel's Restoration— Isaiah 25:1 to Isaiah 27:13
IV. Prophecies of the Reign of Christ— Isaiah 28:1 to Isaiah 35:10
V. King Hezekiah— Isaiah 36:1 to Isaiah 39:8
A. Judah's Divine Deliverance— Isaiah 36:1 to Isaiah 37:38
B. Hezekiah's Divine Healing— Isaiah 38:1-22
C. Hezekiah's Divine Judgment— Isaiah 39:1-8
VI. Prophecies of Future Comfort & Redemption— Isaiah 40:1 to Isaiah 66:24
Justification—52-53

Indoctrination—54-55

—58-60

Divine Service—61-62

Perseverance—63to Isaiah 65:16
Glorification— Isaiah 65:17-25
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1 

Isaiah 1:1 — Title - Isaiah 1:1 serves as the title of the book of Isaiah , introducing the author and the time period in which his collection of prophecies were uttered.

Isaiah 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
Isaiah 1:1 — "The vision of Isaiah" - Word Study on "vision" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "vision" ( חָזוֹן) (H 2377) means, "a divine vision, a divine Revelation , an oracle." Strong says it means, "a sight, a dream, a Revelation , an oracle," and comes from the primitive root ( חָזָה) (H 2372), which means, "to gaze at, to perceive, to contemplate (with pleasure), to have a vision of." 

Word Study on "Isaiah" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name ( יְשַׁעְיָהוּ) (H 3470) means "the salvation of Jehovah." Strong says it means, "Jah has saved," and is derived from the primitive root "Yasha" ( יָשַׁע) (H 3467), which means, "to be safe, to free, succor," and he Hebrew word "Yahh" ( יָהּ) (H 3050), which is a contraction of the name "YHWH" ( יהוה) (H 3068). 

Comments- As his name implies, Isaiah's prophecies foretell of Christ's coming in several passages of this book, especially of His birth and Crucifixion:

Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Song of Solomon , and shall call his name Immanuel."

Isaiah 9:6, "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace."

Isaiah 52:12 thru Isaiah 53:12 deals with Christ's crucifixion. 

Isaiah 1:1 — "the son of Amoz" - Word Study on "Amoz" - The father of Isaiah was called "Amoz" ( אָמֹוץ) (H 531) and not "Amos" ( עָמֹוס) (H 5986). Strong says this name means, "strong," and comes from the primitive root ( אָמֵץ) (H 553), which means, "to alert." The Enhanced Strong says this name occurs 13times in the Old Testament and refers to only one individual. 

Comments- This name is only found in the phrase "Isaiah the son of Amoz." Thus, nothing is positively known about his life. However, ancient Jewish tradition says that he was the brother of Amaziah, the tenth king of Judah (837-809 B.C.). 13]

13] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Amoz." 

Isaiah 1:1 — "which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah" - Isaiah's ministry extends through the reigns of four kings of Judah:

1. Uzziah- Eleventh king of Judah 809-8 to 757-6 B.C, reigned 52years.

2. Jotham- Twelfth king of Judah, 758 - 741 B.C, reigned 16 years.

3. Ahaz- Thirteenth king of Judah, 741-726 B.C, reigned about 16 years.

4. Hezekiah- Fourteenth king of Judah, 726 - 701 B.C, reigned 25 years. 

Dates and times have been measured differently throughout the course of history. Today's western civilization uses the Roman calendar and its citizens wear watches to know the time of day; thus, this culture is "time conscience." Other, more primitive cultures tend to be more "event conscience." This simply means that westerners organize their day around a clock, while primitive cultures mark time by significant events in their lives. After reading Isaiah 1:1, the first thing our mind does as a Bible student is to try and put dates with the period that is described in this passage, but not so in ancient cultures. Even today, in African societies, people do not always know their birthday by the day in the year they were born, but by an event, usually centered around the event of their local king. This is because these people are more conscience of particular events than they are of time. Many of these Old Testament prophets were dated around the events of the kings of Israel and Judah, rather than by a date. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, the president of Uganda, 1986 to present, does not know his birthday. Rather, he just knows that he was born in the year that King Kahaya II, the king of the Anchole tribe, died, which was now known to date 1944. 14]

14] Yoweri K. Museveni, Sowing the Mustard Seed (London: Macmillan Publishers Ltd, 1997), 1.

Isaiah 1:1 — Comments - The Title of the Book- Isaiah 1:1 does not simply introduction Isaiah's first prophecy ( Isaiah 1:2-31); but rather, it serves as a summary of the entire collection of prophecies found in the book of Isaiah. The Old Testament prophet ministered to Israel and Jerusalem for approximately sixty years during the reign of four kings of Judah. Thus, this opening verse serves as a title for the book.

Comments - The Manner in which Divine Oracles were Delivered unto the Prophets- God spoke through the Old Testament prophets in various ways, as the author of the epistle of Hebrews says, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets…" ( Hebrews 1:1). The Lord spoke divine oracles ( מַשָּׂא) through the Old Testament prophets in three general ways, as recorded in the book of Hosea , "I have also spoken by the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets." ( Hosea 12:10) (NKJV) In other words, the prophets spoke to Israel through the words they received, they described divine visions to the people, and they acted out as divine drama an oracle from the Lord.

(1) The Word of the Lord Came to the Prophets- God gave the prophets divine pronouncements to deliver to the people, as with Hosea 1:1. The opening verses of a number of prophetic books say, "the word of the Lord came to the prophet…" Thus, these prophets received a divine utterance from the Lord.

(2) The Prophets Received Divine Visions- God gave the prophets divine visions ( חָזוֹן), so they prophesied what they saw ( חזה) (to see). Thus, these two Hebrew words are found in Isaiah 1:1, Obadiah 1:1, Nahum 1:1, and Habakkuk 1:1. Ezekiel saw visions ( מַרְאָה) of God.

(3) God Told the Prophets to Deliver Visual Aids as Symbols of Divine Oracles- God asked the prophets to demonstrate divine oracles to the people through symbolic language. For example, Isaiah walked naked for three years as a symbol of Assyria's dominion over Egypt and Ethiopia ( Isaiah 20:1-6). Ezekiel demonstrated the siege of Jerusalem using clay tiles ( Ezekiel 4:1-3), then he laid on his left side for many days, then on his right side, to demonstrate that God will require Israel to bear its iniquities.



Verses 2-6 

Prophecies Against Israel - Isaiah 1:2 to Isaiah 12:6 contains a collection of prophecies against the nation of Israel. The phrase, "for all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still," is repeated five times within this passage of Scripture ( Isaiah 5:25; Isaiah 9:12; Isaiah 9:17; Isaiah 9:21; Isaiah 10:4).

Also found within this first major section of Isaiah are three prophecies of the Messiah's birth. These prophecies reflect three characteristics of the Messiah. He will be born of a virgin as the Son of God dwelling with mankind ( Isaiah 7:14-15). He will rule over Israel in the Davidic lineage ( Isaiah 9:6-7). He will come from the seed of David and be anointed as was David ( Isaiah 11:1-5).



Verses 2-9 

God's First Indictment Against Israel (Physical): The Progressive Stages of Divine Chastisement- It is interesting to compare the progression of events in Isaiah 1:2-9. The people hardened their hearts ( Isaiah 1:2) so that they could no longer discern spiritual matters in their lives ( Isaiah 1:3). As a result, their lives became very corrupt because they chose a path of sin ( Isaiah 1:4). This journey led to sickness ( Isaiah 1:5-6), then divine judgment upon their nation ( Isaiah 1:7-8) and eventually the destruction of all but a remnant of people ( Isaiah 1:9). This was all because God gave up on His chastisement, realizing it would not do any good. Thus, He says, "Why should ye be stricken any more?" ( Isaiah 1:3). We find a very similar progression of events in 1 Corinthians 11:30, which shows three levels of divine chastisement upon believers, which says "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." When there is sin in the life of one of God's children, He will give him time to correct himself through rebuke. If this person will not take rebuke, the Lord will judge him with difficult circumstances that weaken him so that he might see his need for a Saviour. If this does not work, the Lord will allow sickness to come upon him. If this does not work, the Lord will cause him to die before his time and He will take him to Heaven so that he does not go to Hell. We find this same progression of chastisement described here in Isaiah 1:3-9.

Isaiah 1:2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.
Isaiah 1:2 — "Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken" - Word Study on "give ear" - Strong says the Hebrew word "give ear" ( אָזַן) (H 238) is a primitive root literally meaning, "to expand, to broaden out the ear," and figuratively meaning, "to listen." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 41times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "give ear 31, hearken 6, hear 3, perceived by the ear 1."

Comments - The Throne of God - In Isaiah 1:2 God calls heaven and earth together in order to decree judgment upon Israel. The prophet will close this collection of prophecies by saying, "Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?" ( Isaiah 66:1) Thus, we understand that God is seated upon His throne in Isaiah 1:2 and entering into a time of judgment.

A number of verses throughout the book of Isaiah will reflect the motif of a judgment hearing assembled before God's throne with heaven and earth as witnesses ( Isaiah 1:18; Isaiah 41:1; Isaiah 41:21; Isaiah 43:9-10; Isaiah 43:26; Isaiah 44:23; Isaiah 45:20-21; Isaiah 48:1; Isaiah 48:14; Isaiah 49:1; Isaiah 49:13; Isaiah 49:22; Isaiah 51:17; Isaiah 51:22).

This is not the only place where heaven and earth have been called together to witness divine judgment. In Deuteronomy Moses also called heaven and earth to be his witnesses ( Deuteronomy 4:26; Deuteronomy 30:19; Deuteronomy 31:28; Deuteronomy 32:1-2) as he declares the Word of God to the children of Israel. Thus, Moses is declaring divine judgment which only God can decree. Moses is speaking in behalf of God and decreeing divine judgment upon Israel. 

Deuteronomy 4:26, "I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed."

Deuteronomy 30:19, "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:"

Deuteronomy 31:28, "Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them."

Deuteronomy 32:1-2, "Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:"

In Psalm 50, God again calls heaven and earth to witness His divine judgment upon Israel. 

Psalm 50:4, "He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people."

Therefore, when God decrees divine judgment, He sits upon His throne in the presence of heaven and earth, who bear witness to His words as they are sent forth to become executed upon mankind. The book of Isaiah can now be understood as one great courtroom hearing before God's throne that begins in Isaiah 1:2 and concludes it the final chapter of this book.

The Testimony of Witnesses- In Isaiah 1:2 God calls heaven and earth as a witness to His prophecy against the children of Israel. The Scriptures teach that in the mouth of two or three witnesses a matter is confirmed ( Deuteronomy 17:6). Isaiah 1:2 describes for us a scene where God is passing judgment, while heaven and earth serve as two witnesses. Thus, God is judging Israel in a judicial manner similar to the way elders decreeing judgments at the gates of the ancient cities. 

Deuteronomy 17:6, "At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death."

We find similar passages in Deuteronomy where Moses calls heaven and earth to witness his charge to the children of Israel, and in the Psalm where the Lord brings indictments against His people Israel. In Psalm 50, the Lord also reproves Israel for their vain sacrifices just as He does in Isaiah 1:10-15. In this Psalm , God called heaven and earth as a witness in order to judge His people ( Psalm 50:4-6).

Deuteronomy 4:26, "I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed."

Deuteronomy 30:19, "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:"

Deuteronomy 31:28, "Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them."

Psalm 50:4-6, "He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people. Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah."

The Redemption of the Heavens and Earth Proceeds from Divine Judgment- The divine judgment upon Israel through the prophecies of Isaiah will result not only in the redemption of mankind at the end of the ages, but the last chapters of this book reveal that heaven and earth will share in this complete redemption of all creation.

Isaiah 1:2 — "I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me" - Comments- The word "nourish" refers to the infant stages of child rearing. The term "brought up" refers to the childhood stages of development. God orchestrated the birth of His people Israel, and He watched over them and cared for them through the centuries. The main point of this passage is that God's children (Judah) have rebelled and turned from the true and living God after having been set apart and blessed by Him. The primary indictment against Israel in this judicial hearing is the nations' rebellion against their King.

Isaiah 1:2 — Comments- 
Isaiah 1:3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master"s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.
Isaiah 1:3 — "The ox knoweth his owner" - Comments- In America we picture a domesticated animal as being locked up in a stall, or inside a fence to graze. We picture the farmer putting their feed into a bin, but not up as a person who is close to his domesticated animals. However, in Bible times, and today in underdeveloped, agricultural societies, the picture is very different. Animals usually have open range. Fences are not needed. This means that animals will wander from home and graze during the day. However, at night they know where to return home. For example, in Uganda, goats graze casually around the roadways. I asked a local Ugandan how the owners keep up with their goats. I was told that at night, the goats returned to their master"s home to spend the night. Many times, the animals are led around the village by a herdsman grazing during the day. They are either tied to trees with a rope at night, or put into a corral. When returning from a day of grazing, the animals always know how to return home, and the herdsman simply has to follow them and keep them together as one or two animals lead the pack. In these agricultural societies, the relationship between owner and beast goes very deep. Here is an excerpt from Yoweri K. Museveni"s book Sowing the Mustard Seed, giving an example of the close relationship between a modern-day herdsman and his cattle:

"Cows were, and still are, central to Banyankore culture. All our cows have names and the names are descriptive, according to the animal"s colour and shape of its horns, but we also name them according to characteristics- some are fast-moving and others are slow-moving. The name not only identifies the cow, but indicates the name of its mother. So we say: "the brown cow of the mother with the long horns", as the Arabs say "Said bin Said", Said son of Said. In this way we can keep track of what has happened to such and such a cow- a form of record-keeping in what has traditionally been a non-literate society. 

"Our cows, with their large long horns, are remarkably gentle and even the bulls are placid. This is because of the way that we treat them. We do not regard them as existing only for commercial gain. They are like members of our families and we treat them very intimately. For instance, we have a brush called enkuyo, which we use to clean and massage the cow, a process we call okuragaza. This is done for most of the milking cows, but also for favourites amongst them. It is a form of communicating with them and they enjoy it very much. A cow will follow you everywhere if you massage it with that brush. I have a great personal feeling for my cows, especially the ones whose ancestors have been in our family for a very long time. They are like cousins and sisters to me. I think if I acquired other cows they would not mean as much to me. I do not have the same feeling for the exotic breeds from Europe, but perhaps over time they will become like adopted children and we shall like them." 15]

15] Yoweri K. Museveni, Sowing the Mustard Seed (London: Macmillan Publishers Ltd, 1997), 3-4.

Thus, a cow or ox can very well know its owner, and look to him for provision. Note a similar description of a man bonding to an animal in 2 Samuel 12:3.

2 Samuel 12:3, "But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter."

"and the ass his master"s crib" - Comments- Domesticated animal know where their feed stall can be found. Each morning or evening when the master comes, out of habit they run to their feeding stall and wait for their food.

Isaiah 1:3 — "but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider" - Comments- The ox knows who owns him and that he has a master to obey, and the ass knows his feed trough and that this food comes from his master, but Israel did not know their God nor understand his ways. Israel did know that He gives them their life and substance to live. Today we may know a lot of technology and science, even ways of nature, but we can miss knowing God in the midst of a world full of knowledge. We can fail to understand God's ways in our life as Israel did during this time. 

Israel did not know nor understand due to their rebellion against God ( Psalm 2:1-3; Psalm 2:10, Mark 4:24-25). God only rewards those who diligently seek him ( Hebrews 11:6). 

Psalm 2:1-3, "Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us."

Psalm 2:10, "Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth."

Mark 4:24-25, "And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath."

Hebrews 11:6, "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he Isaiah , and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."

Isaiah 6:10 refers to the hardness of their hearts towards Him so that they were unable to see and understand His ways. 

Isaiah 6:10, "Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed."

Jesus also quotes this passage showing us that it was fulfilled both during the time of Isaiah as well as during the time of Jesus' earthly ministry as He spoken in parables ( Mark 4:10-12). It speaks to us today.

Mark 4:10-12, "And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable. And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them."

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse in Jeremiah 8:7.

Jeremiah 8:7, "Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD."

Isaiah 1:4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.
Isaiah 1:5 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
Isaiah 1:6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.
Isaiah 1:5-6 — "Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more" - Comments- The children of Israel were not recognizing that they were being chastised by God because of the hardness of their hearts. There is a point in the heart of some who have resisted God's Word that even chastisement and enduring the curse does not turn the heart of a man back to God. It is at this point that sin is not purged until death ( Isaiah 22:14, Revelation 9:20-21).

Isaiah 22:14, "And it was revealed in mine ears by the LORD of hosts, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord GOD of hosts."

Revelation 9:20-21, "And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts."

Isaiah 1:5-6 — "the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores" - Comments- Isaiah 1:5-6 describes a people who were sick, both emotionally, spiritually and physically, in that order because this is the way sin enters the human being. The person begins to think carnally. He then accepts this way of thinking and begins to practice it, turning his heart from God, which results in even physical sickness.

The law of Moses warned Israel that plagues and sickness was a part of divine judgment ( Deuteronomy 29:22) But there is hope ( Jeremiah 30:17).

Deuteronomy 29:22, "So that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which the LORD hath laid upon it;"

Jeremiah 30:17, "For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after."

As an application for today, note the terrible sicknesses in our land. There is a horrible disease raging through people today, even a sickness of doubt and unbelief. It is contagious, because is spread by the mouth as people speak and confess doubt to one another. The only known antidote for this disease is the word of God itself. Beware of contracting this horrible disease. It will take a man's life (to hell - Revelation 21:8, "fearful, unbelieving"). Solomon calls it a plague of a man's heart ( 1 Kings 8:38).

Revelation 21:8, "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death."

1 Kings 8:38, "What prayer and supplication soever be made by any Prayer of Manasseh , or by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house:"

Isaiah 1:5-6 — "neither mollified with ointment" - Comments- The idea of mollifying with ointment means, "to soften or sooth with oil."

Isaiah 1:7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.
Isaiah 1:7 — Comments- The next step in the process of falling away from God is described in Isaiah 1:7 as poverty. Here the people were not only sick and diseased, but in poverty and destruction was now before their eyes. 

Isaiah 1:8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. 
Isaiah 1:8 — "And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers" - Comments- In Africa a land owner will often hire someone to sit on his land in order to watch over it. These watchmen live in the simplest mud huts and shelters that a person can imagine. It is the ultimate description of poverty. The landowner finds the poorest of the land to take this job and he builds them the cheapest shelter possible.

Isaiah 1:8 — Comments- In essence, the Lord is telling Israel in Isaiah 1:8 that He will cause them to live in utter poverty, as a cottage in a vineyard and a lodge in a garden. This poverty will be compounded by fear and bondage, referred to in this verse as "a besieged city." The only description in the Scriptures of a worse fate is when destruction causes His people to flee into caves and hide ( Isaiah 2:20-21).

Isaiah 2:20-21, "In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats; To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth." 

Isaiah 1:9 Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.
Isaiah 1:9 — Comments- God would have destroyed the nation of Israel as He did Sodom and Gomorrah had He not bound Himself by a covenant with Abraham. His promise that through Abraham's seed all nations would be blessed ( Genesis 22:18) must be fulfilled. Thus, God"s grace continued in the nation of Israel, and this is why they were not yet destroyed. 



Verses 2-31 

Isaiah's First Prophecy: Predestined for Judgment and Redemption (The Lord's Indictment against Israel and Offer of Redemption) - In Isaiah 1:2-31 God declares His charges, or indictment, against Israel and invokes His judgment in light of these charges. Note that God does not require a jury as man does today in the western judicial system because He alone judges righteously. God provides three testimonies against His people ( Isaiah 1:2-9; Isaiah 1:10-20; Isaiah 1:21-23) and decrees judgment upon them once ( Isaiah 1:24-31). These three indictments describe (1) Israel's physical condition under the curse of the Law ( Isaiah 1:2-9), (2) Israel's mental condition of vain worship and prayer ( Isaiah 1:10-20), and (3) Israel's spiritual condition of harlotry against the Lord ( Isaiah 1:21-23). We can compare these charges to a human court of law in which a formal indictment must be made before judgment is past. In this passage of Scripture, the prophet Isaiah first gives an evaluation of the people and the land of Israel from a divine perspective. The Lord compares them to rebellious children who will not be corrected, and offers them a means of redemption. (We see Nehemiah also coming to Jerusalem and taking the time to evaluation the situation before deciding how to proceed.) (1) Indictment of Israel's Physical Condition under the Curse of the Law- In the first indictment ( Isaiah 1:2-9), Isaiah describes Israel's physical condition as a nation under the curse. He tells them that they are God's children ( Isaiah 1:2), but their sins have made them forget their God ( Isaiah 1:3-4); therefore, God has chastised them until it will no longer to any good ( Isaiah 1:5): their bodies are sick ( Isaiah 1:6); their land is desolate and overcome by strangers ( Isaiah 1:7-8) and near total destruction except for God's decision to leave a remnant ( Isaiah 1:9). Isaiah tries to explain that these problems are not God's blessings, but rather a description of the curse of the Law. (2) Indictment of Israel's Mental Condition of Vain Worship and Prayer- The second indictment testifies of Israel's empty and vain religious worship and prayer ( Isaiah 1:10-20). Although they still perform religious duties, God will no longer hear their prayers, for they are a people "full of blood." Within this indictment, Isaiah describes true religion before God, which gives them a remedy for their situation ( Isaiah 1:16-20). He calls them back to Him through repentance so that he will forgive their sins; but if they refuse, He will destroy them. Within this call, He will explain that their covenant with Him is not simply religious activities, but it is how we treat our neighbours from a pure heart ( Isaiah 1:16-17). The prophet tries to reason together with the children of Israel ( Isaiah 1:18). If they respond to His call for repentance, their physical conditions will turn from living under the curse, to living under His blessings ( Isaiah 1:19-20). (3) Indictment of Israel's Spiritual Condition- Isaiah delivers the Lord's third indictment against Israel by revealing the wickedness of their heart ( Isaiah 1:21-24). Thus, this call for repentance addresses Israel's spiritual, mental and physical well-being. (4) God Decrees Judgment and Restoration - The Lord then declares judgment and future restoration upon His people ( Isaiah 1:24-31). This judgment upon Israel's idolatry will ultimately bring repentance and restore true righteousness to the land. Within the context of this judicial hearing and judgment from the Lord, Israel needs an advocate, someone who is qualified to stand in behalf of Israel. Such an advocate is found in Christ Jesus, who brings Israel back from judgment and into restoration with God through His redemption. Jesus paid the penalty for Israel's indictments, freeing Israel from these indictments. 

Because this prophecy is placed at the beginning of the book of Isaiah , it serves as a message that predestines Israel to judgment, reflected in Isaiah 1-39 and ultimate redemption through the atoning work of Jesus Christ, reflected in Isaiah 40-66. In light of the fact that the book of Isaiah places emphasis upon God's redemption for Israel through His Son Jesus Christ, this opening prophecy alludes to the cleansing bloodshed on Calvary and to the future judgment that Jesus Christ will inflict upon those who rebel against His future Millennial Reign from Jerusalem, where He will rule all nations with a rod of iron. Because these three indictments focus upon the person's physical, mental, and spiritual failures, the future redemption of Israel in Christ Jesus must also atone for man's spirit, soul, and body. The Messiah's redemption of Calvary will transform man's heart, renew his soul, or mind, and heal his physical body. The three-fold aspect of Jesus' redemption is reflected in Isaiah 53:5, "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed."

Outline- Here is a proposed outline:

1. God's First Indictment Against Israel (Physical) — Isaiah 1:2-9
2. God's Second Indictment Against Israel (Mental) — Isaiah 1:10-20
a. Israel's Vain Worship — Isaiah 1:10-15
b. A Description of True Worship — Isaiah 1:16-20
1) Pureness of Heart — Isaiah 1:16-17
2) God Reasons with Israel — Isaiah 1:18
3) Physical Blessings Restored — Isaiah 1:19-20
3. God's Third Indictment Against Israel (Spiritual) — Isaiah 1:21-23
4. God Decrees Judgment and Restoration — Isaiah 1:24-31


Verses 10-20 

God's Second Indictment Against Israel (Mental) - Isaiah 1:10-20 contains the second indictment that God declares against Israel. This indictment will reveals Israel's vain efforts of Temple worship and contrast it to a brief description of God's standard of right standing before Him.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Israel's Vain Worship — Isaiah 1:10-15
2. A Description of True Worship — Isaiah 1:16-20
a) Pureness of Heart — Isaiah 1:16-17
b) God Reasons with Israel — Isaiah 1:18
c) Physical Blessings Restored — Isaiah 1:19-20
Isaiah 1:10-15 — A Description of Israel's Religious Vanity - In Isaiah 1:10-15 the prophet Isaiah describes Israel's religion vanity, where they practiced religious traditions outwardly, but their hearts were far from the Lord. The backslidden nation of Israel tried to appease God thru rituals such as animal sacrifices and official holidays. They were overwhelmed with God's chastisement and judgment through sickness and calamities. Thus, they were seeking favor from God in order to be delivered from their problems. Yet, their lifestyle and their rituals imitated those of the heathen around them. Despite their efforts for deliverance, they would not cleanse their hearts. Therefore, in the following passage God calls them to repentance, which was the only way out of their problems ( Isaiah 1:16-17). 

Since the book of Isaiah is prophetic of Christ's First Coming, we can see in Isaiah 1:10-15 a description of the Palestinian Jews during the time of Jesus' earthly ministry.

Isaiah 1:10 Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.
Isaiah 1:11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.
Isaiah 1:12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?
Isaiah 1:13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.
Isaiah 1:13 — "the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting" - Comments- There are a number of variations to Isaiah 1:13 b in modern English translations:

ESV, "New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations— I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly."

NCV, "I can't stand your New Moons, Sabbaths, and other feast days; I can't stand the evil you do in your holy meetings."

NIV, "New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations--I cannot bear your evil assemblies."

NLT, "As for your celebrations of the new moon and the Sabbath and your special days for fasting— they are all sinful and false. I want no more of your pious meetings."

RSV, "New moon and sabbath and the calling of assemblies— I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly."

Isaiah 1:14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.
Isaiah 1:15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.
Isaiah 1:15 — "And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you" - Comments- That Isaiah , when they lift up their hands in prayer unto the Lord, He will hide His eyes from them.

Isaiah 1:16-20 — A Description of True Worship - In Isaiah 1:16-20 God reveals to Israel the true form of worship, which will establish a right standing before Him so that He can bless them again.

Isaiah 1:16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;
Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.
Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
Isaiah 1:18 — Comments - Isaiah has just declared all of the sins of the nation of Israel. This declaration of judgment was made before heaven and earth ( Isaiah 1:2). Now, the Lord wants them to accept His redemption, His way of cleansing.

Isaiah 1:19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:
Isaiah 1:19 — "If ye be willing and obedient" - Comments- In the Parable of the Two Son ( Matthew 21:28-31) one son was willing, but did not do what his father asked him to do. In contrast, one son was not willing, but he was later obedient. God wants both of these virtues in our service to Him. We show our fear and reverence for God when we are obedient, but we reveal our love for Him when we do it willingly. Thus, how much more is God moved when we serve Him out of love.

Matthew 21:28-31, "But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Song of Solomon , go work to day in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you."

Illustration- The Lord once said to me, "Obedience is the key that unlocks all doors, for in My will you will find My blessings." (November 2002)

Illustration- Kenneth Hagin tells the story of his struggle to be willing and obedient when the Lord told him to do something. He had pastored a church in Farmersville, Texas, left premature and had returned to finish what God had called him to do. Later in his ministry, there was a time when he struggled with the Lord's leading to go back to this church a third time. He spend many nights in prayer struggling with this issue, saying, "No, God. I don't want to go back there the third time, and that's a cinch." Finally, after a long struggle, he gave in and told the Lord that he was willing to go back. The Lord then spoke to him and said, "I don't want you to go back to Farmersville. I just want you to be willing to go. Song of Solomon , if you are not willing to go back to that church, then I can't use you in other areas when I want to use you." 16]

16] Kenneth Hagin, Following God's Plan For Your Life (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1993, 1994), 43.

Illustration- Bob Nichols says that in his early years as a pastor, he was working hard to remodel his church. He worked long hours himself on the building and often by himself. One day he was working, but with a complaining attitude. The Lord quickened to him Isaiah 1:19, "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land." This statement was followed by the words, "There is a reward for those who are willing and obedient." 17] This is why Paul the apostle said, "For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me." ( 1 Corinthians 9:17) God rewards those who serve Him.

17] Robert B. Nichols, "Sermon," Calvary Cathedral, International, Fort Worth, Texas.

Isaiah 1:20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.


Verses 21-23 

God's Third Indictment Against Israel (Spiritual) - Isaiah 1:21-23 contains God's third indictment against Israel. This indictment will focus upon their spiritual depravity, revealing how their problems have originated from a heart of idolatry and rebellion against Him.

Isaiah 1:21 How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers.
Isaiah 1:21 — Comments - Isaiah 1:21 reveals that a city and even a nation can progress through periods of righteousness and moral decay. History has shown that moral decline is the propensity for all nations.

Isaiah 1:22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water:
Isaiah 1:22 — Comments- Isaiah 1:22 describes a condition of impurity using the examples of silver and wine. These two items were abundant during the time of Israel's prosperity, but became less and less in proportion to Israel's poverty. Israel's poverty was directly in proportion to its sins. When silver looses it purity, it loses it beauty, but the dross that is skimmed off of purified silver is worthless, and fit to be thrown away. When wine is diluted with water, it loses its taste, and is thrown out. We find a similar event in Israel's history when King Rehoboam made brass shields to replace the shields of gold ( 1 Kings 14:26-27). 

1 Kings 14:26-27, "And he took away the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king"s house; he even took away all: and he took away all the shields of gold which Solomon had made. And King Rehoboam made in their stead brasen shields, and committed them unto the hands of the chief of the guard, which kept the door of the king"s house."

Isaiah 1:23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them.
Isaiah 1:23 — Comments- We can measure a nation of righteousness by how the people treat one another. Such people respect one another and conduct their business with godly ethics, but the further a nation drifts from the Lord, the more corruption and thief and bribery become rooted in a society, until it becomes a place of where the weak and defenseless despair of life, a place where no one responds to a need without a bribe, where bands of thugs rob the innocent and no one is able to judge such sins. Isaiah 1:23 describes a people who have fallen to the lowest form of human depravity, where God's only recourse is divine destruction. 



Verses 24-31 

God Decrees Judgment and Restoration - Isaiah 1:24-31 contains God's decrees towards Israel after having brought them before His judgment seat, a seat that expands across heaven and earth ( Isaiah 1:1). His decree is based upon his three-told indictment against them. In other words, God has found three testimonies (physical, mental, and spiritual) that declare Israel guilty of sin. The necessary response is divine judgment. However, God's form of divine judgment accomplishes its intended purpose of divine restoration of the nation of Israel.

Isaiah 1:24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies:
Isaiah 1:25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin:
Isaiah 1:26 And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city.
Isaiah 1:26 — Comments- Isaiah 1:26 is a prophecy of Jerusalem during the Millennial Reign of Christ at His Second Coming, when Jesus will rule and reign from this holy city. This verse also refers to the time when heavenly Jerusalem will descend out of Heaven and God will make a new heavens and a new earth where all things will be restored and righteousness dwells. Thus, we see the prophet looking down a long tunnel of time without making a clear distinction between several distinct events. This is often done in Old Testament prophecy.

Isaiah 1:29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen.
Isaiah 1:29 — Comments- Isaiah 1:29 describes sites of pagan worship. These people worshiped idols in "sacred" groves and in gardens where idols were placed.

Isaiah 1:31 And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench them.
Isaiah 1:31 — Word Study on "tow" - Webster defines a "tow" as, "A rope by which anything is towed; a towline, or towrope."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-4 

A Prophecy of the Millennial Reign of Christ - Isaiah 2:1-4 describes the Millennial Reign of Christ on earth. Isaiah the prophet will refer to this period of history on a number of occasions in the book of Isaiah. Since this book places emphasis upon the role of Christ Jesus in the nation of Israel's ultimate redemption, the prophet takes them to the time of their complete redemption when Jesus Christ shall deliver this nation from its enemies at the final, great battle that closes the seven-year Tribulation Period and ushers the world into the thousand-year Millennial Reign of Christ Jesus on earth.

Isaiah 2:1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
Isaiah 2:2-4 — Comments- Isaiah 2:2-4 is identical to Micah 4:1-3.

Isaiah 2:2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD"S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.
Isaiah 2:3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
Isaiah 2:3 — Comments- The Millennial Reign of Christ is most often described in Bible prophecy as a time when the Lord will rule and reign on earth from the holy city Jerusalem; however, we must keep in mind that these prophecies in Isaiah of this period in history are for the nation of Israel. Song of Solomon , from their perspective, the land of Israel will serve as the place where other nations will come to be instructed in the Word of the Lord.

Isaiah 2:4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
Isaiah 2:4 — "and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks" - Comments- We can imagine the value of iron in the ancient world, so that recycling would have been common place.

Isaiah 2:4 — "nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more" - Comments- This thousand-year period called the Millennial Reign of Christ will be characterized by a time of peace on earth when there will be no war.



Verses 5-10 

Isaiah 2:6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers.
Isaiah 2:6 — "because they be replenished from the east" - Comments- This phrase literally says, "because they are filled from the east." In other words, the land of Israel had been filled with the ways of the people of the east. Note other modern English translations:

ASV - "because they are filled with customs from the east" 

BBE - "because they are full of the evil ways of the east"

NIV - "They are full of superstitions from the East"

RSV - "because they are full of diviners from the east"

YLT - "For they have been filled from the east"



Verses 11-17 

A Description of Man's Pride - Isaiah 2:11-17 gives a lengthy description of man's pride in his rebellion against God. The passage gives us a list of things that are tall and stately in this world: the trees of the field, and the mountains and the hills, the high towers and fortified walls, and the tall, stately ships of the sea. 

If we were to give this prophecy today, we would refer to tall buildings instead of high towers and fortified walls. For example, when the two tall buildings in New York fell on September 11, 2001, the nation began discussions of how to restore this part of the city. They decided to rebuild these buildings even taller as a sign of America's national pride, rather than call the nation to repentance. However, this was an expression of human pride rather than humility and repentance towards God; since it was America's sins that opened the door to such a tragedy. 

Isaiah 2:16 And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures.
Isaiah 2:16 — "and upon all pleasant pictures" - Word Study on "pleasant" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew word "pleasant" "chemdah" ( חֶמְדָּה) (H 2532) means, "delight, desire, goodly, precious, pleasant," and it comes from the root word ( חָמַד) (H 2530), which means, "to delight in." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 25 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "pleasant 12, desire 4, beloved 3, goodly 2, precious 4." 

Word Study on "pictures" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "pictures" "sek-ee-yaw"" ( שְׂכִיָּה) (H 7914) means, "image, form, appearance." Strong says it means, "a conspicuous object, picture." This word is used once in the Old Testament, being translated "pictures." Strong says it is similar to ( שֶׂכוּ) (H 7906), which means, "an observatory," and both of these words come from an unused root word that means, "to surmount." Gesenius says the word ( שְׂכִיָּה) can refer to the "flag of a ship," or "a standard." However, he refers to the Vulgate and suggests that the phrase "and all pleasant images" serves to sum up everything listed in Isaiah 2:13-16.

Comments- The KJV gives its literal translation. However, it can also refer to a ship because of the context of the preceding phrase, "and upon all the ships of Tarshish."

ASV - "and upon all pleasant imagery (or watch-towers)" 

LXX - "and upon every display of fine ships"

NIV - "and every stately vessel"

RSV - "and against all the beautiful craft"

YLT - "And for all desirable pictures"

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-26 

Isaiah 3:8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory.
Isaiah 3:8 — Comments- Isaiah"s ministry is dated approximately 755 B.C. to 701 B.C. ( Isaiah 1:1) Thus, it would be another one hundred years before his prophecy of Jerusalem's ruin in Isaiah 3:8 would be fulfilled.

1. Uzziah- Eleventh king of Judah 809-8 to 757-6 B.C, reigned 52years.

2. Jotham- Twelfth king of Judah, 758 - 741 B.C, reigned 16 years.

3. Ahaz- Thirteenth king of Judah, 741-726 B.C, reigned about 16 years.

4. Hezekiah- Fourteenth king of Judah, 726 - 701 B.C, reigned 25 years. 

Isaiah 3:24 And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty.
Isaiah 3:24 — Comments- In Isaiah 3:24 we have a contrast between a lady who is dressed in luxuries compared with one who is in deep sorrow. The possible allusions to ancient Eastern customs of mourning are:

1. "stink" - Sitting on a dung heap like Job.

2. "a rent" - Renting mantle. 

3. "baldness" - Shaving head.

4. "a girding of sackcloth" - Putting on sack cloth.

5. "burning" - Dusting oneself with ashes. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-6 

Isaiah 4:1 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one Prayer of Manasseh , saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.
Isaiah 4:1 — "And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man" - Comments- One characteristic of a nation that is depressed and underdeveloped is the weakness and lack of men. There tend to few men who are financially able and capable of managing a marriage and a family. In the poor nations, such as are found in Africa, women are easily taken into marriage because there is a lack of available men who are financially ready for marriage.

The number seven always is to be recognized as a divine act of God. The fact that there are seven women to one man simply means that God judged the nation to create such an unequal balance by destroying the men in war.

Isaiah 4:1 — "saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach" - Comments- The husband is responsible to provide the basic necessities for his wife and family ( Exodus 21:10). These women are saying in Isaiah 4:1 that they will not hold their husbands to their duties of marriage.

Exodus 21:10, "If he take him another wife; her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish."

Isaiah 4:1 — Comments- Victorinus, bishop of Pettau (d. c 304), allegorizes Isaiah 4:1 to mean that these seven women represent the New Testament seven churches to whom Paul wrote, the man represents Christ, and the bread represents the Holy Spirit, the apparel represents the glory of the immortality, and the removal of reproach represents the washing away of a Christian's original sins through water baptism. (Commentary on the Apocalypse of the Blessed John 1:16) 18]

18] "But he wrote to the Romans , to the Corinthians, to the Galatians , to the Ephesians , to the Thessalonians, to the Philippians , to the Colossians; afterwards he wrote to individual persons, so as not to exceed the number of seven churches. And abridging in a short space his announcement, he thus says to Timothy: ‘That thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the Church of the living God.' We read also that this typical number is announced by the Holy Spirit by the month of Isaiah: ‘Of seven women which took hold of one man.' The one man is Christ, not born of seed; but the seven women are seven churches, receiving His bread, and clothed with his apparel, who ask that their reproach should be taken away, only that His name should be called upon them. The bread is the Holy Spirit, which nourishes to eternal life, promised to them, that Isaiah , by faith. And His garments wherewith they desire to be clothed are the glory of immortality, of which Paul the apostle says: ‘For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on mortality.' Moreover, they ask that their reproach may be taken away--that Isaiah , that they may be cleansed from their sins: for the reproach is the original sin which is taken away in baptism, and they begin to be called Christian men, which Isaiah , ‘Let thy name be called upon us.'" Victorinius, Commentary on the Apocalypse of the Blessed John, trans. Robert E. Wallis, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 7, eds. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson (Buffalo, New York: The Christian Literature Publishing Company, 1886), 345-346.

Isaiah 4:5 And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.
Isaiah 4:5 — Comments- In Isaiah 4:5 the prophet draws upon the events of Israel's divine protection in their wilderness journeys as they were covered by a cloud and smoke by day and by a flaming fire at night. 

Isaiah 4:6 And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.
05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-30 

Isaiah 5:5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:
Isaiah 5:5 — "I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down" - Comments- God has placed a wall of protection around His people Israel. We find a reference to a hedge of protection that God had place around Job.

Job 1:10, "Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land."

I believe that Job's hedge was God's host of angels or even just one angel, encamping about Job and all of his household, as in Psalm 34:7, Psalm 91:11-12, and 2 Kings 6:17.

Psalm 34:7, "The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them."

Psalm 91:1-16, "For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone."

2 Kings 6:17, "And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."

Isaiah spoke of a hedge of protection that had been place around the people of Israel.

Isaiah 5:5, "And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:"

The angels of the Lord are sent forth by God for our protection today. Note: 

Matthew 18:10, "Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven."

Hebrews 1:14, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" 

Isaiah 5:10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah.
Isaiah 5:10 — "Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath" - Comments - The phrase "ten acres of vineyard" literally means, "ten yokes of vineyard" (TWOT) The area of land that one pair of oxen could plow in a day was considered one yoke, which John Watts says is about 2 ,000 square meters, so that ten yokes (of oxen) would refer to about 6¼ acres. John Watts says a bath ( בַּת) is a liquid measurement equal to about 21-23liters or 5¼ gallons. 19] Thus, the Lord is saying about six acres of land would only yield about five gallons of wine or grape juice, a poor harvest because God's blessings are no longer upon the people nor the land.

19] John D. W. Watts, Isaiah 1-33, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 24, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004, comments on Isaiah 5:9-10.

"and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah" - Comments - The TWOT says that if the homer ( חֹמֶר) was equal to 10 ephahs, and if the ephah ( אֵיפָה) is equal to 22liters of dry measurement, or 3/8's to 2/3's of a bushel, then the homer held 6¼ bushels. Thus, the Lord is saying that the planting of six bushels of seed would only yield 2/3's of a bushel.

Isaiah 5:18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope:
Isaiah 5:18 — Word Study on "draw" - Strong says the Hebrew word "draw" ( מָשַׁךְ) (H 4900) means, "to draw (along, out)," and "to sow, sound, prolong, develop, march, remove, delay, be tall."

Isaiah 5:18 — Word Study on "cords" - Strong says the Hebrew word "cords" ( חֶבֶל) (H 2256) means, "a rope (as twisted), a measuring line."

Isaiah 5:18 — Word Study on "cart" - Strong says the Hebrew "cart" ( עֲגָלָה) (H 5699) means, "something revolving, i.e, a wheeled vehicle."

Isaiah 5:18 — Word Study on "rope" - Strong says the Hebrew word "rope" ( עֲבׂת) (H 5688) means, "something intwined, a string, wreath, foliage, band, cord, rope."

Isaiah 5:18 — Comments- A man has sin in his life due to the vanity that he lives with. Song of Solomon , picture a man pulling a rope behind him attached to a large object. The rope is the vanities of life. The object is the sins in a man's life. 

Isaiah 5:19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it!
Isaiah 5:19 — "see....know" - Comments- A carnal mind wants to experience the five senses, rather than to trust God's Word by faith. 

Isaiah 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!
Isaiah 5:21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!
Isaiah 5:21 — Comments- Isaiah 5:21 is quoted in the Epistle of Barnabas when it warns believers not to separate themselves from other believers.

"Do not, by retiring apart, live a solitary life, as if you were already [fully] justified; but coming together in one place, make common inquiry concerning what tends to your general welfare. For the Scripture saith, ‘Woe to them who are wise to themselves, and prudent in their own sight!'" (Epistle of Barnabas 4) 20]

20] The Epistle of Barnabas, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 1, eds. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913), 139.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-13 

Isaiah's Divine Commission - We often find a divine commission at the beginning of the story of God' servants in the Scriptures. We see in the book of Genesis that Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob each received their commissions at the beginning of their genealogies which divide the book of Genesis into major divisions. We also see how Moses received his divine commission near the beginning of his story found within Exodus to Deuteronomy. Joshua received his commission in the first few verses of the book of Joshua. Also, we see that Isaiah , Jeremiah and Ezekiel each received a divine commission at the beginning of their ministries. The book of Ezra opens with a divine call to rebuild the Temple and the book of Nehemiah begins with a call to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which callings Ezra and Nehemiah answered. In the New Testament, we find Paul the apostle receiving his divine commission in Acts 9:1-22 at the beginning of the lengthy section on Paul's life and ministry. 

Each of these divine callings can be found within God's original commission to Adam in the story of Creation to be fruitful and multiply. For these men were called to bring the about the multiplication of godly seeds. The patriarchs were called to multiply and produce a nation of righteousness. Moses was called to bring Israel out of bondage, but missed his calling to bring them into the Promised Land. Joshua was called to bring them in to the land. Esther was called to preserve the seed of Israel as was Noah, while Ezra and Nehemiah were called to bring them back into the Promised Land. All of the Judges , the kings and the prophets were called to call the children of Israel out of sin and bondage and into obedience and prosperity. They were all called to bring God's children out of bondage and destruction and into God's blessings and multiplication. The stories in the Old Testament show us that some of these men fulfilled their divine commission while others either fell short through disobedience or were too wicked to hear their calling from God.

Isaiah's vision and commission is recorded in Isaiah 6:1-13. This commission reflects the atoning work of Christ in that the prophet's call to pronounce Israel's sins is rejected by his people in the same way Jesus' atonement will be rejected by the Jews centuries later. In contrast, Jeremiah's commission reflects the office and ministry of God the Father's divine plan of redemption in that the prophet is set over nations to "root out, pull down, destroy, throw down, build and plant."

One of the unique features of Isaiah's vision and commission is that it does not come in the opening chapter of his book, as does the commissions of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Perhaps the reason for Isaiah's calling coming after two recorded prophecies is the fact that a person can give a prophecy without standing in the office of a prophet. For example, we read about King Saul laying on the ground all night prophesying, but this event did not make him a prophet ( 1 Samuel 19:24). Isaiah may have given a number of prophecies before his vision and calling in Isaiah 6:1-13.

1 Samuel 19:24, "And he stripped off his clothes also, and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all that day and all that night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the prophets?" 

Isaiah 6:1-13 — Isaiah's Divine Commission (The Vision of the Throne of God) - David ( Psalm 2; Psalm 110:1-7), Ezekiel ( Ezekiel 1:1-28), Stephen ( Acts 7:55-56) and John the Apostle ( Revelation 1:9-20; Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 5:14) also had visions of the glory of God and of His throne.

Isaiah 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
Isaiah 6:1 — "In the year that king Uzziah died" - Comments- King Uzziah ( עֻזִּיָּה) or ( עֻזִּיָּהוּ) (H 5818), or Azariah ( עֲזַרְיָה) or ( עֲזַרְיָהוּ) (H 5838), reigned over Judah for fifty-two years beginning at young age of sixteen (792-740 B.C.). See 2 Kings 15:1-7 and 2 Chronicles 26:1-23 for the story of his reign.

We are told in the opening verses of the book of Isaiah that the prophet ministered during the reign of King Uzziah. Therefore, if the prophecies in the book of Isaiah follow some pattern of chronological order, it is possible that the first two prophecies recorded in Isaiah 1-5 were given to him during this king's reign.

Isaiah 6:1 — "I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne" - Comments- God was still ruling and in control during the most difficult times of our lives. Even though the earthly king of Judah had died, the heavenly king was still in control. When we look to Prayer of Manasseh , we find him as mortal and limited and some times failing. But we know that God will always be there for us.

Isaiah 6:1 — "high and lifted up" - Comments- In Africa, when a king is seated at a local function or event, his chair is set up higher than all other chairs around him. Even his wife, the queen, is seated in a chair placed lower than the king"s chair. Thus, the higher and larger this throne the greater the person who sits upon it. This is why God has the highest throne of all.

Isaiah 6:1 — "and his train filled the temple" - Comments- The length of robe measures magnitude of greatness. Song of Solomon , God's robe shows that he is the greatest.

Isaiah 6:2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 
Isaiah 6:3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 
Isaiah 6:3 — "And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts" - Comments- Why do the angels cry, "Holy, holy, holy!"? Jesse Duplantis said that when he visited heaven and saw these angels crying these words, he found out that every time the angels behold God Almighty in all of His glory, they see a new aspect of His being. Therefore, this continuous revelation of God moves them to cry these words. Benny Hinn replied to Jesse Duplantis by saying that the Lord once spoke to him that the angels cry out, "Holy, holy, holy!" because of the revelation they are receiving from God. 21]

21] Jesse Duplantis, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, July 16, 2002), television program.

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Revelation 4:8, "And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and Isaiah , and is to come."

Isaiah 6:3 — "the whole earth is full of his glory" - Comments- Rick Joyner writes, "I could not understand how they could say, ‘The whole earth is filled with His glory,' when the whole earth seemed to be filled with wars, disease, child abuse, treachery and evil on every side. Then the Lord spoke to me one day and said, ‘The reason that these cherubim say that the whole earth is filled with My glory is because they dwell in My presence. When you dwell in My presence, you will not see anything but glory.'" 22]

22] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 38-9.

Isaiah 6:4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 
Isaiah 6:5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.
Isaiah 6:5 — Comments- After declaring eight woes upon the nation of Israel, Isaiah then sees himself in the presence of God. This experience brings a woe upon himself as he sees himself as unrighteous in the presence of God's holiness.

In the presence of God, we feel so unclean and small, but when we are around people of this world we feel comfortable in our sins. This is because in God's presence we see the true wickedness of our own hearts and minds in this corrupt body. Isaiah has experienced a true encounter with Almighty God. His response is similar to the words of others in the Scriptures when they had an encounter with God.

Gideon felt this way in his encounter with an angel:

Judges 6:22, "And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for because I have seen an angel of the LORD face to face."

Samson"s father felt this way in his encounter with an angel:

Judges 13:22, "And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God."

Job had an encounter with God and felt this way:

Job 42:5, "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes."

Agur, the author of Proverbs 30 had an encounter with God and felt this way:

Proverbs 30:2, "Surely I am more brutish than any Prayer of Manasseh , and have not the understanding of a man."

The apostle Peter felt this way in his realization of the divinity of Jesus Christ:

Luke 5:8, "When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus" knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful Prayer of Manasseh , O Lord."

The apostle John had an encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ and felt this way:

Revelation 1:17, "And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:"

Isaiah 6:5 — Illustration- In 1990 I was sitting in my apartment meditating. I had just finished lunch, and was about to go back to work. I worked at the apartment complex as a maintenance man. I suddenly saw in a vision, the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ descending upon the Mount of Olives. I then felt the fear of God come upon me. I began to shake and tremble inside. All I could say was what Isaiah said in this passage, "Woe is me." I then cried out "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty."

In the years before, I had experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit coming in my room as a sweet anointing, a place where one would want to enjoy the presence of God. But in this experience, the uncomfortable fear of God was filling my room and my heart. I finally got up and went back to work, but the presence of God continued with me for several hours before completely lifting. 

Isaiah 6:6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:
Isaiah 6:7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.
Isaiah 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I send me.
Isaiah 6:8 — Scripture References - Note similar statements made later in the book of Isaiah:

Isaiah 42:18-20, "Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD"S servant? Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not."

Isaiah 44:18-19, "They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand. And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree?"

Isaiah 6:9-10 — Prophecy of Israel's Blindness - The prophecy in Isaiah 6:9-10 regarding Israel's blindness is quoted five times in the New Testament. It is quoted within the parallel passages of the Parable of the Sower ( Matthew 13:14-15, Mark 4:12, Luke 8:10), when the Jews rejected Paul's message in Rome ( Acts 28:26-27), and when the hearts of the disciples of Jesus were blinded ( John 12:40). When we ask the question of why this prophecy is given to Isaiah during his divine commission to preach to the nation of Israel, we find the answer in referring to the underlying theme of the book of Isaiah , which is a book of prophecies about the First Coming of the Messiah and how the Jews will reject His Gospel. This is exactly what this prophecy in Isaiah 6:9-10 is saying. This is the context within which it is quoted in the New Testament. 

Matthew 13:14-15, "And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people"s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them."

Mark 4:12, "That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them."

Luke 8:10, "And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand."

Acts 28:26-27, "Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them."

John 12:40, "He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them."

Isaiah 6:9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.
Isaiah 6:9 — Comments- The Jews hears Jesus' teachings and they saw His miracles, and yet they did not believe in Him as the Son of God.

Isaiah 6:10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.
Isaiah 6:10 — Comments- Isaiah 6:10 tells us that God will speak to His people in three ways. He will give them visions and dreams to see into the heavenly realm; He will speak to them prophetic words that they can hear; and He will give them spiritual discernment in their heart. I have had dreams and visions in which I saw into the heavenly realm; I have also had the Lord speak to me with words, whether personal, or for someone else; and I have had the gifts of the word of knowledge or word of wisdom imparted into my spirit so that I knew things supernaturally.

It is possible that this 3-fold method of divine revelation is mentioned in 1 Chronicles 29:29, where Samuel is called a "seer" ( רָאָה) (H 7200), which literally means, "to see," but figuratively means, "to discern, perceive" (Strong); Nathan is called a "prophet" ( נָבִיא) (H 5030), which means, "a prophet, inspired man" (Strong); and Gad is called a "seer" ( חֹזֶֶה) (H 2374), which means, "a beholder in vision" (Strong).

1 Chronicles 29:29, "Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer,"

Isaiah 6:11-13 — Israel's Blindness- Isaiah asks how long this blindness will be upon the nation of Israel ( Isaiah 6:11). The Lord replies that the nation of Israel will first be utterly destroyed and scattered far away among the nations ( Isaiah 6:11-12). Then, a remnant will return and the nation will be reborn. The rebirth of the nation of Israel took place on 14May 1948. 23] This rebirth will precede the Second Coming of Christ, at which time Israel's blindness will fall off of their eyes when they see their Messiah in His glory coming in the clouds with a host of angels. At this Second Coming the Jews will accept their Messiah ( Isaiah 6:13), having rejected Him at His First Coming.

23] Bernard Reich, "Israel," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 10 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1994), 487.

Isaiah 6:13 But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.
Isaiah 6:13 — Comments- Note two modern English translations of Isaiah 6:13 :

ASV, "And if there be yet a tenth in it, it also shall in turn be eaten up: as a terebinth, and as an oak, whose stock remaineth, when they are felled; so the holy seed is the stock thereof."

NIV, "And though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth and oak leaves stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land."

If we follow the readings of the ASV and NIV, then we can say that some trees, such as the teil tree or the oak, can be cut down to the ground and its stump will sprout new growth. Other trees, such as the pine tree, will die if they are cut close to the ground. Thus, Isaiah 6:13 means that the nation of Israel will be utterly and entirely destroyed, yet a remnant of the nation of Israel will sprout up after it has been cut down and it will produce a nation again in the future. We saw this in the rebirth of Israel in 1948.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-25 

Isaiah's Prophecy to King Ahaz - Isaiah 7:1-25 gives the account of Isaiah's prophecy to King Ahaz during a time when the kings of Syria and northern Israel joined forces and came against Judah. At the time of this troubling news the Lord sends the prophet Isaiah to give the king a word of promise. The Lord knew the king's heart was wicked; yet, in His mercy for His people the Lord offered them deliverance, if they would only believe and accept this divine word.

A similar account of this event is found in 2 Kings 16:1-20, which records the wickedness of King Ahaz. Because of this threat Syria and Israel he turned to the king of Assyria rather than to the Lord. Ahaz hired him to fight against Syria by stripping gold and silver from the Temple building and robbing the treasures dedicated to the Lord. Assyria responded by attacking Syria and killing their king, relieving Ahaz of his immediate danger. Ahaz responded to his perceived victory by further defiling the sacred Temple in Jerusalem. He was so impressed by the Assyrian king and his gods that he commissioned a replica of his pagan altar, set it up in the Temple, and charged the priest to begin making his daily sacrifices upon it. King Ahaz also stripped more of the precious metals off of the Temple building and gave them to the Assyrian king as a token of gratitude.

Isaiah 7:1 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it.
Isaiah 7:1 — Comments- Isaiah 7:1 dates the next prophecies following Isaiah's divine commission ( Isaiah 6:1-13) during the reign of King Ahaz. Isaiah ministered during the reigns of four kings of Judah ( Isaiah 1:1).

1. Uzziah- Eleventh king of Judah 809-8 to 757-6 B.C, reigned 52years.

2. Jotham- Twelfth king of Judah, 758 - 741 B.C, reigned 16 years.

3. Ahaz- Thirteenth king of Judah, 741-726 B.C, reigned about 16 years.

4. Hezekiah- Fourteenth king of Judah, 726 - 701 B.C, reigned 25 years.

King Uzziah's death is mentioned in Isaiah 6:1, at which time Isaiah received his divine commission as a prophet to his people. Jotham reigned in Judah for sixteen years, at which time "the LORD began to send against Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah." ( 2 Kings 15:37) King Jotham is mentioned only twice in the book of Isaiah ( Isaiah 1:1; Isaiah 7:1). King Ahaz is mentioned seven times in the book of Isaiah ( Isaiah 1:1; Isaiah 7:1; Isaiah 7:3; Isaiah 7:10, Isaiah 12 : Isaiah 14:28; Isaiah 38:8).

Isaiah 7:2 And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.
Isaiah 7:2 — Comments- Fear came upon the king of Judah and his people. A simile is used in Isaiah 7:2 to describe their hearts being moved about as the swaying of the trees in the wind. For a person who is not rooted and grounded in faith towards God, such fearful circumstances evoke rash decisions, the type of decisions that a person would not make under normal circumstances.

Isaiah 7:3 Then said the LORD unto Isaiah , Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shearjashub thy Song of Solomon , at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller"s field;
Isaiah 7:3 — Comments- Perhaps the prophet was not welcome in the king's court. Therefore, the Lord orchestrated a divine appointment with the king. We read of a similar event 1 Kings 18:1-16 when God sent Elijah to meet Obadiah , the servant of King Ahab, to deliver a message to the king.

Isaiah 7:4 And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah.
Isaiah 7:4 — Comments- A word from the Lord can establish the heart of a man of faith. God is faithful to speak to his servants during times of trouble. Although King Ahaz was undeserving of the Lord's favor and deliverance, God was bound by His covenant and His name's sake to look over His people Israel.

Isaiah 7:5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying,
Isaiah 7:6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:
Isaiah 7:6 — "and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal" - Comments- The Aramaic name "Tabeal" ( טְבֵאל) (H 2870) means, "pleasing to God" (Strong), "God is good" (Smith), "God is good" or "God is wise" (Hastings). This name is used one time in the Scriptures ( Isaiah 7:6); thus, the identity of Tabeal and his son is unknown. Smith suggests that he was "an Ephraimite in the army of Pekah the son of Remaliah, or a Syrian in the army of Rezin." John Gill tells us that the Targum paraphrases this statement by translating the word "Tabeal" as a statement rather than a proper name, "let us appoint a king in the midst of it, who is right for us." 24]

24] John Gill, Isaiah , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Isaiah 7:6.

Isaiah 7:7 Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.
Isaiah 7:8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people.
Isaiah 7:9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah"s son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.
Isaiah 7:10 Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying,
Isaiah 7:11 Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.
Isaiah 7:11 — Comments- Children of faith need only a word from the Lord to believe and obey. Because of the hardness of men's hearts the Lord works with signs and wonders to get them to believe. Therefore, this sign was because of the hardness of the king's heart.

Isaiah 7:12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD.
Isaiah 7:13 And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?
Isaiah 7:13 — "And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David" - Comments- Rather than addressing King Ahaz, Spurgeon notes that God delivers this prophecy of the coming Messiah in remembrance of His covenant with His servant David and His people Israel. 25] Thus, the Lord addresses a broader audience than a individual king because this prophecy is not only for the king's deliverance from his immediate situation, but for the redemption of the generations of Jews following. In other words, this is a two-fold prophecy, applying to Ahaz's situation, and ultimately fulfilled at the birth of the Saviour Jesus Christ. God promises to deliver Ahaz because of His covenant, and Judah must continue for this prophecy to be fulfilled.

25] Charles Spurgeon, The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, vol 39, electronic edition (1839), in Christian Library Series, vol 6, Charles H. Spurgeon Collection, in The Ages Digital Library [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: AGES Library, 1996), 272.

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Song of Solomon , and shall call his name Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14 — "Behold" - Comments- The word "Behold" is used to indicate that God was about to do a wonderful and extraordinary thing in order to bring about His divine plan of redemption for mankind.

Isaiah 7:14 — Word Study on "a virgin" - Strong says the Hebrew word "virgin" "almah" ( עַלְמָה) (H 5959) word means, "a lass, damsel, maid, virgin." The Enhanced Strong says it is used time in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "virgin 4, maid 2, damsels 1." Strong says this Hebrew word is a diminutive of its masculine form "elem" ( עֶלֶם) (H 5958), meaning "a lad, a young Prayer of Manasseh ," and comes from the primitive root "alam" ( עָלַם) (H 5956), which means, "to veil, conceal." Thus, a young virgin is a woman whose nakedness has never been uncovered by a man.

Comments- A lot of discussion has been made as to the use of the Hebrew word "almah" in this passage, because it also means "young woman". Many modern translations support the concept of "virgin". But there was very little difference in the Jewish minds, since a young woman who was unmarried and living with her parents was a virgin. They were one and the same. Therefore, this word was quite appropriate to the text. But to our western minds, living in societies of promiscuity, there is a big difference between the two persons. 

NIV, "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a Song of Solomon , and will call him Immanuel."

Yet, some modern translations go so far as to place emphasis upon the meaning of a "young woman". 

RSV, "the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a Song of Solomon , and shall call his name Imman"u-el."

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-22 

Isaiah 8:3 And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LORD to me, Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz.
Isaiah 8:3 — Word Study on "Mahershalalhashbaz" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Mahershalalhashbaz" ( שָׁלָל חָשׁ בַּז מַהֵר) (H 4122) means, "hasting (he is [the enemy] to the) booty," or "swift (to the) prey." It is only used twice in the Scriptures ( Isaiah 8:1; Isaiah 8:3). This name comes from the following four Hebrew words:

1. Hebrew ( מַהֵר) (H 4118) - Strong says the Hebrew word means, "hurrying, in a hurry." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 18 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "quickly 8, speedily 4, hastily 3, soon 1, suddenly 1, at once 1."

2. Hebrew ( שָׁלָל) (H 7998) - Strong says the Hebrew word means, "booty, prey, spoil." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 73times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "spoil 63, prey 10."

3. Hebrew ( חוּש) (H 2363) - Strong says the Hebrew word means, "to hurry, to be eager." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 20 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "haste 19, ready 1."

4. Hebrew ( בַּז) (H 957) - Strong says the Hebrew word means, "to plunder." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 25 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "prey 18, spoil 4, spoiled 2, booty 1."

Isaiah 8:10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us.
Isaiah 8:10 — Comments -The Hebrew phrase ( עמנו אל) (Immanuel) is found three times in the Old Testament, used exclusively by the prophet Isaiah ( Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 8:8; Isaiah 8:10). The Gospel of Matthew uses the Greek word ἐμμανουή λ (Emmanuel) as a reference to this passage in Isaiah ( Matthew 1:23), its only use in the New Testament.

Matthew 1:23, "Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Song of Solomon , and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted Isaiah , God with us."

The phrase "for God is with us" ( Isaiah 8:10) stands parallel to "O Immanuel" ( Isaiah 8:8).

Isaiah 8:19 And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?
Isaiah 8:19 — "Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter" - Word Study on "peep" - Strong says the Hebrew word "peep" "tsaphaph" ( צָפַף) (H 6850) used in Isaiah 8:19 literally means, "to coo or chirp," and it is translated in the KJV as, "to chatter, or to peep, or to whisper." It is used only four times in the Old Testament and those uses are only found in the book of Isaiah. 

Comments- Note that this word is used within the context of a bird twice ( Isaiah 10:14; Isaiah 38:14) and within the context of familiar spirits twice ( Isaiah 8:19; Isaiah 29:4).

Isaiah 10:14, "And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped."

Isaiah 29:4, "And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust."

Isaiah 38:14, "Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me."

Note other translations of Isaiah 8:19 that support the definition of a bird chirping:

ASV, "And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits and unto the wizards, that chirp and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? on behalf of the living should they seek unto the dead?"

JPS, "And when they shall say unto you: "Seek unto the ghosts and the familiar spirits, that chirp and that mutter; should not a people seek unto their God? on behalf of the living unto the dead

RSV, "And when they say to you, ‘Consult the mediums and the wizards who chirp and mutter,' should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living?"

WEB, "When they shall tell you, Seek to those who have familiar spirits and to the wizards, who chirp and who mutter: should not a people seek to their God? on behalf of the living should they seek to the dead?"

Therefore, Bob Larson referred to Isaiah in order to give Scriptural support to the fact that people who are demon possessed often manifest behavior and sounds similar to animals. 26] In his television program he showed a video of a woman who was flapping her arms and contorting her face like a bird during the deliverance process. He learned that she had been involved in the demonic game of Dungeons and Dragons, where she had become involved with a bird-like character named Raven. 27] 

26] Bob Larson, Bob Larson in Action, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), September 23, 2002, television program.

27] Dungeons and Dragons (D&D) is one of the most popular role-playing, social game for hobbies today. Wikipedia says that it was "originally designed by Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson, and first published in 1974by Tactical Studies Rules, Inc. (TSR)." In this game individuals play the roles of fantasy characters and interact with one other as they embark upon imaginary adventures. One player becomes the game's referee and guides the others along the adventure, as the other players earn "experience points" through participation. Because of the satanic characters and figurines used in this game, many Christian leaders have spoken out against this game as a dangerous ploy of Satan to influence and even possession the game players. (see "Dungeons and Dragons," Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia (San Francisco, California: Wikipedia Foundation, Inc.) [on-line]; accessed 20 December 2008; available from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dungeons_&_Dragons; Internet.)

Isaiah 8:19 — Comments - The prophet Isaiah exposes the ridiculous idea of a people turning away from the divine counsel of the living God regarding the affairs of life and seeking those who are dead. How can the dead know about the affairs of the living? Yet, this people sought the dead as they embraced the cultic religions of their neighbours in the blindness of a hardened heart that had turned from God.

Isaiah 8:21 And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward.
Isaiah 8:21 — "And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry" - Comments- Isaiah 8:21 is understood as a reference to the hunger and famine that accompanies war. The Assyrian army will devastate northern Israel's economy, leaving many people hungry. 

"and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward" - Comments- As a result of their distress, the Israelites will look at their weakened king and blame him and cursing him. They will look up and curse the God of Israel, whom they believe has unjustly allowed their destruction.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-21 

Isaiah 9:1-7 — Messianic Prophecy - Comments- Isaiah 9:1-7 contains a clear Messianic prophecy. Note how God sends Israel, especially Isaiah , words of great hope and comfort in the midst of a perverse generation. God promises Israel a future of mercy as He brings judgment upon Israel.

Isaiah 9:3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
Isaiah 9:3 — Comments- The world can only know a joy from their circumstances in life. The Christian joy comes from the heart and can rejoice under any situation.

Isaiah 9:4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 
Isaiah 9:4 — Comments- Isaiah 9:4 refers to "the day of Midian," an event recorded in Judges 7:1-25 when God raised Gideon up to deliver the children of Israel from the oppression of the Midianites.

Isaiah 9:5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.
Isaiah 9:5 — "but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire" - Comments- The reference to the burning of the weapons of those defeated by the Lord reflects that fact that ancient weapons consisted largely of wood. For example, their weapons of war consisted of wooden arrow and spear shafts, wooden shields, wooden catapults, etc.

Isaiah 9:6-7 — Prediction of the Birth and Reign of the Lord Jesus Christ - Isaiah 9:6-7 gives a prediction of the birth and reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. Very often when Old Testament prophecy speaks of the coming of the Messiah we find descriptions of Jesus Christ's first and second comings placed side by side with no distinction between these two events, although they are separated by two thousand years of Church history. It is as if the prophet looks down a long tunnel and only sees one event. This is the reason we find in the Gospels the Jews looking for a Messiah that would immediately set up an earthly kingdom by throwing off the Roman rule over the Jewish people. They saw nothing in their Messianic prophecies that spoke of two returns. In contrast, the prophecies of the New Testament make this distinction very clear.

As we examine Isaiah 9:6-7 we clearly see references to Jesus' first coming to earth by being born of a woman, and we see a prophecy of His triumphant eternal reign on earth. We understand that the phrase "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given," clearly speaks of Jesus Christ's birth and earthly ministry up until His crucifixion. However, the rest of the prophecy in Isaiah 9:6-7 speaks clearly of Jesus' second return at the end of the seven-year Tribulation period in which He sets up an earthly kingdom and reigns in Jerusalem as King of Kings forever. 

This leads us to the question of why no reference is made to the two thousand years of Church history that takes place between these two Comings of the Lord Jesus Christ. The answer lies in the fact that Isaiah is prophesying primarily to the Jews and not to the Church. Although the Old Testament Scriptures are also for the Church to read and to understand, these prophecies were spoken to the Jewish people as the primary recipients and to the Church as secondary recipients. Thus, Isaiah 9:6-7 only addresses the role that Israel will play during Jesus' first and second coming. Since Israel does not play a vital role in Church history for a period of two thousand years, the prophet leaves out such events.

Another example of this distinction in end-time prophecy can be found by comparing the books of Ezekiel and Revelation. The book of Ezekiel was written to the people of Israel to help them persevere through their time of persecutions during the Babylonian Captivity. But the book of Revelation was addressed to the Church, and not to the Jews, to help them persevere until the end. Therefore, Ezekiel speaks of three major events leading up to the ushering in of the Millennial Reign of Christ Jesus, which are the restoration of Israel (36-37), the great battle with Russia and its allies (38-39) and the rebuilding of the Temple with its institution of worship. These are the three important events that will involve Israel during these last days leading up to and through the seven-year Tribulation Period. 

In contrast, the book of Revelation speaks of many other events that take place during this time from the perspective of someone who is standing in Heaven. This is because the Church is raptured at this time and is watching these events while in Heaven. The book of Revelation opens with a message to the seven churches in Asia Minor by telling them to sanctify themselves. This is a message of preparation for the Rapture, which takes place figuratively in Revelation 4:1-2 with the catching up of John the apostle into Heaven. The rest of the events that unfold in this book are events that one would see if he was in Heaven after having been raptured. These events are not something that the Jewish people would see from their nation on earth while awaiting their Messiah, having rejected Jesus Christ as the Messiah. This explains why two different biblical writers tell the same story from two different perspectives to two different readers.

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6 — "For unto us" - Comments- John Gill understands the phrase ( לָ֗נוּ) "unto us" to mean "for us," or "for our good, for our profit and advantage." 28]

28] John Gill, Isaiah , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Isaiah 9:6.

Isaiah 9:6 — "a child is born, unto us a son is given" - Comments- Isaiah 9:6 prophesies both the physical and divine birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. The phrase "unto us a child is born" seems to reflect Jesus' human birth through His mother Mary. The phrase "unto us a son is given" may refer to the fact that God gave to us His only begotten Son through a miraculous conception, sending Him from His glory in heaven.

Isaiah 9:6 — "and the government shall be upon his shoulder" - Word Study on "government" - Gesenius and Holladay tell us that the Hebrew word "misrah" ( מִשְׂרָה) (H 4951) means "dominion." BDB says it means, "rule, dominion." Strong says this word comes from the root word ( שׂוּר) (H 8280), meaning "to prevail, to have power (as a prince)." It is used two times in the Old Testament ( Isaiah 9:6-7), being translated "government" in both uses.

Comments- "upon his shoulder" - Isaiah mentions in the preceding verse that the Messiah will break "the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor." ( Isaiah 9:4) We find a similar phrase of authority being placed upon the Messiah's shoulders in Isaiah 22:22, "And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open." Thus, the phrase "upon his shoulder" refers to the impartation of authority.

If the phrase "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given" speaks of the Messiah's birth at His First Coming, then the phrase "and the government shall be upon his shoulder" could properly speak of Jesus' Second Coming when He will return to Jerusalem and rule and reign over the nations during the Millennial Reign. However, Jesus received His authority, or dominion, at His Resurrection, when He said, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth." ( Matthew 28:18).

Isaiah 9:6 — "and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace" - Comments- When Jesus Christ rules and reigns on earth, beginning during the Millennial Reign, His office will best be described with the following names, "Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 

Wonderful - His presence will cause us to wonder and marvel as we sense His Holy presence and the anointing surrounding His throne. 

Counsellor - His words will be full of wisdom and His counsel will exceed what man can devise.

The Mighty God - His power will excel above all that is known upon the earth and His words will overcome all of His enemies. None can stand against Him.

The Everlasting Father - He will be the image of the eternal God, being "the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person." ( Hebrews 1:2) When we have seen Jesus Christ, we have seen the Father because they are one ( John 10:30; John 14:9). Because He is eternal and everlasting, His reign shall be the same.

The Prince of Peace - His reign will be described as a reign of peace that the world had never known.

Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
Isaiah 9:7 — "Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end" - Comments- If the previous verse refers to Jesus' "government," or dominion, being given to Him at His Resurrection, then the phrase "of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end," could refer to the growth of the church across the earth, culminating in Jesus' Second Coming. Such growth and increase in the Kingdom of God is reflected in Daniel's interpretation of King Nebuchadnezzar's dream, "and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth." ( Daniel 2:35) We see the idea of increase of Jesus' dominion upon the earth in the Great Commission, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Song of Solomon , and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." ( Matthew 28:19-20) 

"upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever" - Comments- The throne of David is seated in Jerusalem. Jesus will return at His Second Coming and rule the nations from this Holy City. This rule will never end.

Isaiah 9:7 — "The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this" - Comments- This coming Messiah would carry many titles as described in Isaiah 9:6-7. Isaiah prophesies that it would be the zeal of the Lord that would bring this to pass. In other words, it would be a divine, miraculous intervention of God Almighty in the affairs of man to accomplish this prophecy.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-34 

Isaiah 10:3 And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your glory?
Isaiah 10:3 — "And what will ye do in the day of visitation" - Comments- A day of visitation is a time when God interrupts the natural flow of worldly events and moves supernaturally to effect His divine purpose and plan of redemption upon earth. It is a day when the physical laws of nature yield to the supernatural, divines laws of grace and mercy. In Isaiah it appears to refer to a day of judgment and destruction upon the people of Israel.

The phrase "day of visitation" is found in 1 Peter 2:12. With this epistle's frequent references to the Second Coming of Christ, the phrase "in the day of visitation" most likely refers to the this event within this epistle, rather than a divine encounter for one individual. In Luke 19:44 if clearly refers to Jesus' First Coming.
1 Peter 2:12, "Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation."
Luke 19:44,"And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation."
Isaiah 10:9 Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus?
Isaiah 10:9 — Comments- Damascus was taken by Assyria ( 2 Kings 16:9).

2 Kings 16:9, "And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: for the king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin."

Isaiah 10:27 And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing.
Isaiah 10:27 — Word Study on "shall be destroyed" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew word "shall be destroyed" "chabal" ( חָבַל) (H 2254) means, "to wind tightly (as a rope), i.e. to bind," or "a pledge," and figuratively, "to pervert, to destroy." The Enhanced Strong says this word is found 29 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "destroy 7, take a pledge 5, pledge 5, bands 2, brought forth 2, at all 1, corrupt 1, corruptly 1, offend 1, spoil 1, travaileth 1, very 1, withholden 1." 

Isaiah 10:27 — Word Study on "the anointing" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew word "the anointing" "shemen" ( שֶׁמֶן) (H 8081) literally means, "grease," and figurative, "anointing." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 193times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "oil 165, ointment 14, olive 4, oiled 2, fat 2, things 2, misc 4."

Isaiah 10:27 — Comments- Isaiah 10:27 reminds us of Matthew 11:28-30 where Jesus says that His yoke is easy and His burden is light.

Matthew 11:28-30, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

Isaiah 10:28 He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriages:
Isaiah 10:28 — Word Study on "Aiath" - The ISBE says the name of the city "Aiath" is the feminine construction for Ai, "a town of central Palestine, in the tribe of Benjamin, near and just east of Bethel and beside Bethaven near Jericho." 29] 

29] Edward Mack, "Aiath," and "Ai," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Comments- It was the second city taken on the invasion of Canaan.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-5 

Prophecy of the Coming of the Messiah - Comments- Isaiah 11:1-5 gives a prophecy of the coming of the Messiah. This Messianic prophecy is typical of Isaiah in that the events of His first and second coming and of the Millennial Reign of Christ are blended together and viewed as one event.

Isaiah 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:
Isaiah 11:1 — Comments- Isaiah 11:1 refers to the cutting off of the people of Israel by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. and the Babylonians in 586 B.C. Isaiah 11:1 also describes the way the Messiah would appear to His people Israel. After the royal lineage of King David had ceased for almost four hundred years, it was renewed by the anointing of Jesus Christ at His water baptism and forever established at His resurrection.

The previous passage in Isaiah 10:32-34 refers to the crashing down of the thickets of the forests of trees that destroyed the people of Israel, which were the Assyrians. In God's divine providence He used such judgment and tragedy to bring about His divine plan of redemption for mankind. We often see tragedies within a narrow time frame as a bad thing. However, from God's divine perspective, His judgment against nations is used to bring redemption. Thus, judgment is a good thing.

Isaiah 11:2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD
Isaiah 11:2 — Comments- The Spirit of the Lord rested upon Jesus Christ, the Messiah, at His water baptism and will continue with Him forever. It was by the Holy Spirit's impartation of wisdom and understanding that Jesus was able to know and do the Father's will.

Isaiah 11:3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:
Isaiah 11:4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.
Isaiah 11:4 — Comments- Isaiah 11:4 makes a reference to some events that took place at Jesus' First Coming as He ministered to the poor, but it more clearly fits the events that will take place at His Second Coming as He judges the world by the sword of His mouth ( Revelation 19:15; Revelation 19:21).

Revelation 19:15, "And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."

Revelation 19:21, "And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh."

Isaiah 11:5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.


Verses 1-6 

Prophecy of the Messianic Kingdom - Isaiah 11:1-6 gives a prophecy of the future Messianic kingdom. The Messiah will come from the seed of David; He will be anointed as David; and He will rule in righteousness as did David ( Isaiah 11:1-5). All creation will be restored to its original order under this kingdom ( Isaiah 11:6-9). He will restore the nation of Israel and rule over all nations ( Isaiah 11:10-16). Israel will then praise the Lord for His wonderful salvation ( Isaiah 12:1-6). 



Verses 6-9 

Comments - The Redemption of Creation- We find a beautiful description in Isaiah 11:6-9 and a similar one in Isaiah 65:25 of God's creatures living in harmony on earth during the Millennial reign of Christ on earth. 

Isaiah 65:25, "The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent"s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD."

The original order of the animal kingdom was for all creatures to eat plants. It was not God's plan for animals to be carnivorous; rather, in the Story of Creation God gave the green herbs for meat to all the beasts of the field. 

Genesis 1:30, "And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so."

We see in the book of Isaiah how the lion will one day in the new heavens and new earth return to this order and eat straw like the ox. 

Today, scientists tell us of the "food chain" in nature where small animals are eaten by larger animals, until certain predators emerge at the top of these food chains in each ecosystem around the world. In the land of Palestine, it was probably the wolf, the lion and the leopard mentioned in these two verses that were at the top of this food chain. We find a comment on the original harmony of God's creation in one of the inter-biblical writings of the Jews called The Book of Jubilees. It tells us how the order of animals was originally not to devour one another, but to live together peacefully. It says that this corruption of order in nature took place in Genesis 6 when men became so corrupt that God had to destroy the earth with the flood. 

"And it came to pass when the children of men began to multiply on the face of the earth and daughters were born unto them, that the angels of God saw them on a certain year of this jubilee, that they were beautiful to look upon; and they took themselves wives of all whom they chose, and they bare unto them sons and they were giants. And lawlessness increased on the earth and all flesh corrupted its way, alike men and cattle and beasts and birds and everything that walks on the earth- all of them corrupted their ways and their orders, and they began to devour each other, and lawlessness increased on the earth and every imagination of the thoughts of all men (was) thus evil continually. And God looked upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt, and all flesh had corrupted its orders, and all that were upon the earth had wrought all manner of evil before His eyes. And He said that He would destroy man and all flesh upon the face of the earth which He had created. But Noah found grace before the eyes of the Lord. And against the angels whom He had sent upon the earth, He was exceedingly wroth, and He gave commandment to root them out of all their dominion, and He bade us to bind them in the depths of the earth, and behold they are bound in the midst of them, and are (kept) separate." (The Book of Jubilees 51-7) 30]
30] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 20.

Isaiah 11:11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.
Isaiah 11:11 — Word Study on "Pathros" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Pathros" "path-roce"" ( פַּתְרֹוס) (H 6624) refers to Upper Egypt. The ISBE tells us that the word "Pathros" is of Egyptian origin and literally means, "the south land." Pathros is a part of Egypt and the home country of the Pathrusim people; probably located in upper Egypt. 31] The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 5 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Pathros." Note the other five uses:

31] "Pathros," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Jeremiah 44:1, "The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews which dwell in the land of Egypt, which dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the country of Pathros, saying,"

Jeremiah 44:15, "Then all the men which knew that their wives had burned incense unto other gods, and all the women that stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah , saying,"

Ezekiel 29:14, "And I will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of their habitation; and they shall be there a base kingdom."

Ezekiel 30:14, "And I will make Pathros desolate, and will set fire in Zoan, and will execute judgments in No."

Isaiah 11:11 — Comments- Cush and Mizraim were the sons of Ham ( Genesis 10:6) and lived to the south of Israel, in northern Africa. The inhabitants of Pathros would be descendents of the sons of Ham. Assyria and Elam were the children of Shem ( Genesis 10:22) and lived to the west and northwest of Israel, whose descendents inhabited the land of Shinar. Hamath was a city to the north of Israel. The islands of the sea would represent the people to the west of Israel across the sea. Thus, we see a description of God bringing back the Jews out of the nations who surround Israel on its four sides. Isaiah 11:11 appears to list these surrounding nations in the order of their power and eminent threat against Israel during the time of Isaiah. For example, Assyria is listed first and was the leading power of this period in Israel's history. Egypt, which is listed second, was the second most powerful nation at this time. The least threat to Israel would be the islands of the sea.

Genesis 10:6, "And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan."

Genesis 10:22, "The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram."

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-6 

Epilogue - Isaiah 12:1-6 serves as the epilogue to the first major section in the book of Isaiah (1-12), with its literary genre being poetry. We find another song of praise in Isaiah 26:1 to Isaiah 27:13, which closes the next major section of Isaiah ( Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 27:13). A third Song of Solomon , or poem, of praise is found in Isaiah 35:1-10, which serves as an epilogue for the next major section of Isaiah ( Isaiah 28:1 to Isaiah 35:10). The narrative story of Hezekiah's illness and prophetic recovery ( Isaiah 36:1 to Isaiah 39:8) records the king's song of praise near the closing of this section ( Isaiah 38:9-20).

Such a structure with passages of Scripture ending in a song or poem is not unique to the book of Isaiah. The Pentateuch consists of a combination of four literary types, the author having used narrative material, poetry, law and genealogical lists woven together to produce the story of Israel's establishment as a nation. We can clearly see that the book of Genesis is divided into ten major genealogies that take us from the creation of Adam to the birth of the nation of Israel. John Sailhamer makes an interesting comment on a pattern that can be seen in how these literary types are placed together throughout the Pentateuch. 32] He says that the author of the Pentateuch often ended his narrative material with poetry followed by an epilogue. For example, we find a brief poetic statement made by Adam ( Genesis 2:23) followed by a short epilogue ( Genesis 2:24) closing the story of the creation of Adam and Eve ( Genesis 2:4-22). He suggests that the story of the Fall ( Genesis 3:1-24) closes with a poetic discourse ( Genesis 3:14-19) followed by an epilogue ( Genesis 3:20-24). The story of Cain killing Abel ( Genesis 4:1-6) also ends with poetry ( Genesis 4:23-24) and closes with an epilogue ( Genesis 4:25-26). The genealogy of Noah ( Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29) ends with the poetic material which curses Canaan ( Genesis 9:25-27) followed by an epilogue ( Genesis 9:28-29). The genealogies of Adam ( Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8) and of the sons of Noah ( Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9) both end with God's prophetic judgment and a closing remedy to judge mankind. The genealogy of Abraham (and Terah) ( Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:11) ends with the story of Isaac taking Rebekah as his wife. At the closing of this story, she receives a prophetic blessing from her people ( Genesis 24:60) and this genealogy ends with an epilogue ( Genesis 25:7-11). The story of Joseph (chpts 37-48) ends with a lengthy poetic prophecy by Jacob (chpt 49) followed by a closing epilogue (chpt 50). 

32] John H. Sailhamer, Genesis , in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol 2, eds. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1976-1992), in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, Michigan: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), comments in "Introduction: 4. Purpose: a. Compositional Analysis of the Pentateuch."

Sailhamer goes on to say that the story of the Exodus ( Exodus 1-14) is followed by poetry ( Exodus 15). At the end of Israel's forty-year wilderness journey, the author places the poetic prophecies of Balaam ( Numbers 23-24). Finally, the five books of the Pentateuch end with the song of Moses ( Deuteronomy 32-33) followed by a closing epilogue ( Deuteronomy 34). 

Sailhamer also notes a common pattern in the lengthy poetic prophecies of Jacob ( Genesis 49), Balaam ( Numbers 23-24) and Moses ( Deuteronomy 32-33). All three of these men call together an audience and proclaim what will take place in the future of the history of the nation of Israel. All three prophecies use a common Hebrew phrase "in the days to come" which is found in only one other place in the Pentateuch, giving us a clue as to the fact that this material is structured in a common pattern. The fact that all three of these poetic passages give us a prophecy of the coming Messiah reveals that they all have a common eschatological theme. As we look back as the other brief poetic material, we find another Messianic prophecy ( Genesis 3:15). It appears as if the narrative material sets the course for the eschatological message found within the poetic material. In other words, the actions of mankind found in the narratives have divine consequences in the future history of mankind and particularly in the nation of Israel. This pattern could be explained as a customary way of writing narrative material during the time of the author, with the understanding that this was also the way that God inspired Moses to record this material for us. 

This pattern is found outside of the Pentateuch. We see how the book of Joshua closes with a non-poetic, but prophetic speech, by Joshua followed by an epilogue. We also see how the life of David closes with a poetic farewell speech in 2 Samuel 22:1 to 2 Samuel 23:7. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-5 

The Lord Musters His Army - Isaiah 13:1-5 describes the call and gathering of a great and mighty army that the Lord gathers to implement His divine plan of redemption for Israel. Herodotus (485-425 B.C.) 33] and Xenophon (430-354 B.C.), 34] two Greek historian, record this assembly of a great army of Medes and Persians under Cyrus, and his conquest of the city of Babylon. The description of Cyrus mustering his army and marching them towards Babylon with regular meetings in his tent in preparation for his assault upon the city of Babylon is reflected in Isaiah 13:1-5. This is the same Cyrus that Ezra mentions in Ezra 1:1, whose decree officially ended the Babylonian Captivity of the Jewish people, allowing many to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple and their city. Daniel records the fall of Babylon under King Belshazzar with the writing on the wall and the prophecy of the fall of this great city ( Daniel 5:1-30).

33] See Herodotus 1191in Herodotus I, Books I-II, trans. by A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1975), 238-241.

34] See Xenophon, Cyropaedia 751-34in The Cyropaedia, or Institutions of Cyrus, and the Hellenics, or Grecian History, trans. J. S. Watson and Henry Dale (London: George Bell and Sons, 1880), 220-225.

It is possible that this army will be used to destroy some or all of the ten nations listed in Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 27:13. We are given an allusion to the swift movement of the Lord's army in Isaiah 19:1, which says that "the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud."

Isaiah 19:1, "The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it."

Isaiah 13:1 The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see.
Isaiah 13:1 — Word Study on "burden" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "burden" "massâ" ( מַשָּׂא) (H 4853) means, "a bearing, a carrying, a burden, a load," and it also means, "something uttered, singing, a gift or tribute." Strong says it literally means, "burden, tribute," and figuratively, "an utterance, a doom, a singing, a desire." 

Comments- Within the collection of prophecies against the Gentile nations ( Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 27:13), ten of them will begin with the Hebrew word ( מַשָּׂא) (H 4853), which means, "a burden" ( Isaiah 13:1; Isaiah 14:28; Isaiah 15:1; Isaiah 17:1; Isaiah 19:1; Isaiah 21:1; Isaiah 21:11; Isaiah 21:13; Isaiah 22:1; Isaiah 23:1).

Isaiah 13:1 — Word Study on "see" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "see" ( חָזָה) (H 2372) means, "to see, to behold." Strong says it literally means, "to gaze at," and thus, "to perceive, contemplate (with pleasure)," and specifically, "to have a vision of."

Isaiah 13:2 Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the hand, that they may go into the gates of the nobles.
Isaiah 13:2 — Comments- Reading Isaiah 13:2 we envision a man standing upon the peak of a high mountain. He plants a large banner with a message on it for all to see. We also see a man waving his hands and crying out with all his might with a message that all must hear. He stands upon "the high mountain" in order for his message to be heard to the ends of the earth, which is stated in Isaiah 13:5.

Scripture Reference:
Isaiah 18:3, "All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye."

Isaiah 13:3 I have commanded my sanctified ones, I have also called my mighty ones for mine anger, even them that rejoice in my highness.
Isaiah 13:3 — Comments- Reading Isaiah 13:2, we ask ourselves what this man is doing. What is he saying? In a few minutes after he cries out, the scene moves to a tent with military generals planning for battle. 

Isaiah 13:4 The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the LORD of hosts mustereth the host of the battle.
Isaiah 13:4 — Comments- Reading Isaiah 13:4, we hear a faint noise in the distance, a sort of rumbling that steadily grows louder in volume and intensity. The trumpets blast in the distance to rally the troops. Suddenly, over the horizon appears the distant images of an army, its soldiers, horses and chariots prepared for battle, and supply wagons in the rear. There are generals leading their troops forward. Above them the host of heaven are assembled in the sky, great and mighty angels ready to give support to this mighty army of men. A great and dreadful army has gathered from the nations who have responded to this cry upon the mountains, and there is none to stop them.

Isaiah 13:5 They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the LORD, and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land.
Isaiah 13:5 — Comments- Reading Isaiah 13:5, we begin to realize that the message on the banner has been read, and the voice of the messenger has been heard, and his frantic waving has gathered the attention of a huge audience. We now understand that this messenger sent a cry across the nations to gather themselves for a great battle. His voice has been heard to the fartherest reaches of the heavens. There is no army to distant to respond to this muster of armies for battle.

This is the army of the Lord, and He has raised up mighty men to implement His divine purpose and plan for the redemption of mankind. There is no one able to altar this plan.



Verses 1-13 

Prophecies Against the Nations - Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 27:13 records prophecies against twelve nations, culminating with praise unto the Lord. God planted the nation of Israel in the midst of the nations as a witness of God's plan of redemption for mankind. Instead of embracing God's promises and commandments to mankind, the nations rejected Israel and their God, then they participated in Israel's destruction. Although God judges His people, He also judged these nations, the difference being God promised to restore and redeem Israel, while the nations received no future hope of restoration in their prophecies; yet, their opportunity for restoration is found in Israel's rejection when God grafts the Church into the vine of Israel ( Romans 11:11-32). The more distant nations played little or no role in Israel's idolatry, demise, and divine judgment, so they are not listed in this passage of Scripture.

It is important to note in prophetic history that Israel's judgment is followed by judgment upon the nations; and Israel's final restoration is followed by the restoration of the nations and the earth. Thus, some end time scholars believe that the events that take place in Israel predict parallel events that are destined to take place among the nations.

Here is a proposed outline:

1. Judgment upon Babylon — Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 14:27
2. Judgment upon Philistia — Isaiah 14:28-32
3. Judgment upon Moab — Isaiah 15:1 to Isaiah 16:14
4. Judgment upon Damascus — Isaiah 17:1-14
5. Judgment upon Ethiopia — Isaiah 18:1-7
6. Judgment upon Egypt — Isaiah 19:1-25
7. Prophecy Against Ethiopia & Egypt — Isaiah 20:1-6
8. Judgment upon the Wilderness of the Sea — Isaiah 21:1-10
9. Judgment upon Dumah — Isaiah 21:11-12
10. Judgment upon Arabia — Isaiah 21:13-17
11. Judgment upon Judah — Isaiah 22:1-25
12. Judgment upon Tyre — Isaiah 23:1-18
13. Judgment upon the Earth — Isaiah 24:1-23
14. Praise to God for Israel's Restoration — Isaiah 25:1 to Isaiah 27:13


Verses 1-27 

Judgment upon Babylon - Comments- Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 14:27 records Isaiah's prophecy against Babylon. This prophecy is the longest and first in a collection of prophecies against foreign nations, revealing that the seat of Satan dwells in this nation. The downfall of this major stronghold of Satan will serve as a testimony of God's divine power to the other minor strongholds, as He systematically decrees judgment against them.



Verses 6-8 

Fear Grips those Destined for the Lord's Wrath- Isaiah 13:6-8 records the response from those who see this great and mighty army marching. Fear has gripped their hearts. This passage describes the physical symptoms of the human body that has been overcome with fear. The hands become weak because the muscles of the body become weak. This is caused by an irregular heartbeat. The heart "melting" means that heart palpations feel as if the heart skips its beats or stops beating. As a result, breathing becomes difficult and the head dizzy, thus the body feels weak. The stomach pains or cramps with possible nausea or vomiting. The face becomes hot and red because of increased blood pressure, caused by rapid heartbeats.



Verses 9-16 

The Day of the Lord- In Isaiah 13:9-10, the prophecy against Babylon begins to sound similar to the events described in the book of Revelation and in Jesus' Eschatological discourse ( Matthew 24-25) The phrases "day of the Lord" ( Isaiah 13:9) ( 2 Peter 3:10), the darkening of the sun, moon and stars ( Isaiah 13:10) ( Matthew 24:29), punish upon the world ( Isaiah 13:11), deaths of much of mankind ( Isaiah 13:12), and the heavens and the earth being removed ( Isaiah 13:13) ( 2 Peter 3:10) all reflect eschatological passages found in the New Testament. 

Thus, we begin to realize that this prophecy has a two-fold application. It provides for Israel's immediate restoration from the Babylonian Captivity; but it also predicts the ultimate destruction of this world's corrupt system and the ushering in of the Kingdom of Heaven with Israel's restoration immediately before the Tribulation Period and beginning of the Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ upon earth. Israel's restoration is only partial and temporary when King Cyrus issues his decree in the first year of his reign that allowed the Jews to return to their homeland; however, Israel's redemption will be full and complete and everlasting at Jesus' Second Coming.

2 Peter 3:10, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up."

Matthew 24:29, "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:"

Isaiah 13:9 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.
Isaiah 13:10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.
Isaiah 13:10 — Word Study on "constellations" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Orion" "kes-eel" ( כְּסִיל) (H 3685) means, "a fool." Strong says it is derived from the primitive root ( כָּסַל) (H 3684), which literally means, "to be fat," and figuratively, "to be silly." Thus, this constellation is also called "the Fool." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used only 4times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Orion 3, constellation 1." This word is used in Job 38:31 and Amos 5:8 as the name of one of several constellations. Isaiah 13:10 uses this word in its plural form in a wider sense to mean all of the constellations in the heavens.

Job 9:9, "Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south."

Job 38:31, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Isaiah 13:10, "For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine."

Comments- Webster says that Orion is "a large and bright constellation on the equator between the stars Aldebaran and Sirius…it contains a remarkable nebula visible to the naked eye." In addition, John Gill tells us that the Hebrew name "Cesil" ( כְּסִיל) is a derivative of the name of the Hebrew month "Cisleu," which corresponds to the Roman calendar of November and December at which time this constellation is visible in the Middle East. He says because this constellation appears during the stormy, winter season, Virgil referred to it as "nimbosus Orion," or "stormy Orion." 35]

35] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 9:9.

The legend of this constellation is of a celebrated mythological hero who was bound in the heavens for an unsuccessful war against the gods. Thus, Job 38:31 describes Orion as being bound with cords. Among the Eastern tradition this individual was identified as Nemrod, who rebelled against the Lord in Genesis. 36] However, the Greeks identified this person as Orion, a celebrated hunter in the oldest Greek mythology of a gigantic stature. 37]

36] Albert Barnes, Job , in Barnes" Notes, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Job 9:9.

37] David H. Levy, "Orion," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 14 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1994), 856.

Since the Hebrew word in Isaiah for "constellations" is really the word "Cesil," or "Orion," the LXX translates it as "Orion" and adds the phrase, "and all the host of heaven." It is possible that there was an older Hebrew manuscript with a smother reading that is different from the Masoretic text. 

Brenton reads, "the stars of heaven, and Orion, and all the host of heaven, shall not give their light; and it shall be dark at sunrise, and the moon shall not give her light."



Verses 17-22 

Isaiah 13:17 Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it.
Isaiah 13:17 — Comments- The prophet Daniel records the fall of Babylon to the Medes.

Daniel 5:30-31, "In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old."

Darius the Mede, the son of Ahasuerus (Xerxes) of the seed of the Medes, reigned briefly from 538 to 536 B.C. ( Daniel 9:1). (This is not a reference to Darius the Persian who was the third successor to Cyrus the Great.) Scholars say that at the death of Belshazzar ( Daniel 5:30), Darius "received the kingdom" of Babylon by being made king, or viceroy, over the kingdom of the Chaldeans under Cyrus the king of Persia ( Daniel 5:31). Thus, Daniel 6:28 suggests that Darius and Cyrus ruled at the same time. This is supported by the fact that the name "Darius" never occurs in any ancient documents outside of the book of Daniel. We can conclude that Darius was probably never the king over the entire Persian Empire.

Daniel 6:28, "So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian."

Daniel 9:1, "In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;"

When we go to extra-biblical sources, we find that the Greek historians credit the takeover to Cyrus the Persian. 38] Herodotus (484-425 B.C.), the Greek historian, tells us that Cyrus led an army of Medes and Persians to Babylon and captured the city after diverting a water channel of the Euphrates river, with the dried river allowing entrance into the city by night (see Herodotus 1191). 39] Xenophon (430-354 B.C.), a later Greek historian, also records the fall of Babylon, but includes the story of two of Cyrus' skilled generals Gadatas and Gobryas, who orchestrating the assault (Cyropaedia 751-34). 40] Josephus tells us that Darius the king of Media was a relative of Cyrus the Great, king of Persia, and that together they took over the Babylonian kingdom from Belshazzar. 

38] Gleason L. Archer, Jeremiah , Daniel , The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol 7, ed. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House), 1976-1992, in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, MI: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), "Introduction: 7 Special Problems: c. Alleged historical inaccuracies: 5) The ‘legendary' Darius the Mede."

39] See Herodotus 1191in Herodotus I, Books I-II, trans. by A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1975), 238-241.

40] See Xenophon Cyropaedia 751-34in The Cyropaedia, or Institutions of Cyrus, and the Hellenics, or Grecian History, trans. J. S. Watson and Henry Dale (London: George Bell and Sons, 1880), 220-225.

"When Evil-Mcrodach was dead, after a reign of eighteen years, Niglissar his son took the government, and retained it forty years, and then ended his life; and after him the succession in the kingdom came to his son Labosordacus, who continued in it in all but nine months; and when he was dead, it came to Baltasar, who by the Babylonians was called Naboandelus; against him did Cyrus, the king of Persia, and Darius, the king of Media, make war; and when he was besieged in Babylon, there happened a wonderful and prodigious vision." (Antiquities 10112)

"And this is the end of the posterity of king Nebuchadnezzar, as history informs us; but when Babylon was taken by Darius, and when Hebrews , with his kinsman Cyrus, had put an end to the dominion of the Babylonians, he was sixty-two years old. He was the son of Astyages, and had another name among the Greeks. Moreover, he took Daniel the prophet, and carried him with him into Media, and honored him very greatly, and kept him with him; for he was one of the three presidents whom he set over his three hundred and sixty provinces, for into so many did Darius part them." (Antiquities 10115)

It would not have been uncommon for Cyrus the Persian to appoint a prominent Mede as viceroy over a part of his kingdom in order to reward loyalty and keep unity in the region. We know that many noble Medes were employed as officials, satraps and generals. This is very likely how Darius the Mede gained the description as taking the kingdom in Daniel 5:31. Since there is record of a man named Gubaru who appears as the governor of Babylonia and of Ebir-nari (the western domains under Chaldean sovereignty) in tablets dated from the fourth to the eighth year of Cyrus (535-532 B.C.), some scholars suggest that Gubaru took the title as "Dar eyawes" or "Darius" during his rule as viceroy under King Cyrus. 41]

41] Gleason L. Archer, Jeremiah , Daniel , The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol 7, eds. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House), 1976-1992, in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, MI: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), "Introduction: 7 Special Problems: c. Alleged historical inaccuracies: 5) The ‘legendary' Darius the Mede."

Isaiah 13:21-22 — Comments - The Ecosystem of the Middle East- Isaiah 13:21-22 lists several animals, mammals and birds that make up the ecosystem of the Middle East.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-32 

Isaiah 14:1 For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land: and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob.
Isaiah 14:1 — Comments - Babylon's destruction by the Medes and Persians ended Israel's captivity, for in the first year of King Cyrus' reign, he issued a decree that allowed the Jews to return to their homeland. However, Israel's full restoration will not take place until the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, when He will set up His earthly kingdom and rule and reign from Jerusalem. Thus, Israel's restoration is two-fold, as is this prophecy in Isaiah. It predicts Israel's deliverance from the Babylonian Captivity, but it also refers to Israel's final restoration that ushers the world into the Millennial Reign of Christ.

Isaiah 14:2 And the people shall take them, and bring them to their place: and the house of Israel shall possess them in the land of the LORD for servants and handmaids: and they shall take them captives, whose captives they were; and they shall rule over their oppressors.
Isaiah 14:3-21 — Satan's Fall - Isaiah 14:3-21 describes the fall of Lucifer. Note the names of Satan used in this chapter:

1. O Lucifer- Isaiah 14:12, "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!"

2. Son of the morning- 

Isaiah 14:12, "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!"

Isaiah 14:11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee.
Isaiah 14:11 — Word Study on "the worm…the worms" - Strong says the first Hebrew word "worm" in Isaiah 14:11 is "rimmah" ( רִמָּה) (H 7415), meaning, "a maggot, a worm." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 7 times in the Old Testament, being translated "worm 7." He says the second Hebrew word "worms" in Isaiah 14:11 is "towla" ( תֹּולָע) (H 8438) meaning, "a maggot, worm" or "crimson, scarlet." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 43times in the Old Testament, being translated "scarlet 34, worm 8, crimson 1."

Isaiah 14:11 — Comments- A dead body will attract files, which lay eggs and maggots. These maggots consume the flesh of the dead. The function of maggots is to consume dead flesh, thus cleaning up the environment. The similar statement in Mark 9:44, "Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched," testifies to the fact that those people who are condemned to hell will experience the consuming fly maggots as well as consuming fire. However, since their flesh will never be totally consumed, the maggots and the fire will eternally do their duty of continual consumption of human flesh.

Isaiah 14:13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:
Isaiah 14:13 — "I will exalt my throne above the stars of God" - Comments- The statement "I will exalt my throne above the stars of God" revealing pride in the heart ( 2 Thessalonians 2:4).

2 Thessalonians 2:4, "Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God."

Isaiah 14:12-15 — Comments - Satan's Pride Brings About His Downfall- The pride of Satan"s heart has deceived him. Note a similar passage in Obadiah 1:3-4, "The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground? Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD."

Isaiah 14:28-32 — Judgment upon Philistia - Isaiah 14:28-32 contains Isaiah's prophecy against Philistia. 

Isaiah 14:28 In the year that king Ahaz died was this burden.
Isaiah 14:28 — Ahaz was the thirteenth king of Judah, reigning about 16 years (741-726 B.C.).

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-9 

Isaiah 15:7 Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and that which they have laid up, shall they carry away to the brook of the willows.
Isaiah 15:7 — "shall they carry away to the brook of the willows" - Comments- Willow trees were abundant enough around the Euphrates River for the prophet Isaiah to call it "the brook (or river) of willows" ( Psalm 137:1-2)

Psalm 137:1-2, "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof."



Verses 1-14 

Judgment Upon Moab - Isaiah 15:1 to Isaiah 16:14 record's Isaiah's prophecy against Moab.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-14 

Isaiah 16:2 For it shall be, that, as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, so the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon.
Isaiah 16:2 — "as a wandering bird cast out of the nest" - Comments- When an immature baby bird is cast out of the nest, it has no where to go to find safety or food. Its life is now hopeless.

Illustration - I have seen a baby dove fell out of a nest and waited for its mother all day long by instinct. She was the baby bird's only hope of survival.

Isaiah 16:5 And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness.
Isaiah 16:5 — "he shall sit upon it" - Comments- Does this refer to "the lamb" in verse one?

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-14 

Isaiah 17:1-14 — Judgment upon Damascus - Isaiah 17:1-14 records Isaiah's prophecy against Damascus.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-7 

Isaiah 18:1-7 — Judgment upon Ethiopia - Isaiah 18:1-7 contains Isaiah's prophecy against Ethiopia.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-25 

Isaiah 19:1-25 — Judgment upon Egypt - Isaiah 19:1-25 records Isaiah's prophecy against Egypt.

Isaiah 19:19 — Comments- F. F. Bruce tells us that a collection of ancient Aramaic manuscripts, mostly papyri, were discovered between 1893,1908 in the area of the first cataract of the Nile, at the place now called Aswan and the river-island nearby called by the ancient Egyptians as Yeb. The Greeks later called these two places by the names Syene and Elephantine. These manuscripts verified that a Jewish colony lived in Egypt during the period of the Persian Empire. In fact, a Jewish temple was built on the island of Elephantine. These Jews came to these locations originally as mercenary soldiers employed by Psammetichus II of Egypt (594to 588 B.C.) This temple was later destroyed in 410 B.C. by Egypt in an attempt to purge its empire of other religions. 42]

42] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 53-54.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-6 

Isaiah 20:1-6 — Prophecy Upon Ethiopia and Egypt - Isaiah 20:1-6 record's Isaiah's prophecy against Ethiopia and Egypt.

Isaiah 20:3 And the LORD said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia;
Isaiah 20:3 — Comments- In the next verse ( Isaiah 20:4) nakedness means with buttocks uncovered. It implies that Isaiah wore not even a small loincloth.

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-17 

Isaiah 21:1-10 — Prophecy Upon Babylon - Isaiah 21:1-10 is popularly understood to be Isaiah's prophecy against Babylon, which is called "the desert of the sea" in this passage of Scripture. This prophecy predicts the fall of Babylon at the hands of the Medes and Persians.

Isaiah 21:3-4 — Comments- Isaiah's Pain - In Isaiah 21:3-4 the prophet describes the pain that someone feels when terrible news is given, when a person's heart fails because of fear and distress. There have been a number of occasions when the Lord gave me a similar experience in which I felt what others feel. For example, I joined my church's 24-hour prayer minister as a seminary student and was praying through the list of prayer requests. As I began to prayer for a child with a brain tumor, I felt a pain in the back of my head that came and went away. I have had a number of dreams in which the Lord has show me the feelings of others by letting me experience them. My sister had a dramatic dream in which the Lord took her through the pain that our mother has experienced over a period of years. This is what Isaiah was expressing in Isaiah 21:3-4. 

Isaiah 21:9 And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground.
Isaiah 21:9 — "And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen" - Comments - We find this same cry in the book of Revelation.

Revelation 14:8, "And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication."

Revelation 18:2, "And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird."

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-25 

Isaiah 22:1-25 — Judgment upon Judah - Isaiah 22:1-25 contains a prophecy of the invasion of Jerusalem by the Assyrian army. We know from other passages of Scriptures that this event took place in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah. We find the story of Hezekiah's fortification of the city and encouragement to the people in 2 Chronicles 32:1-8, and a reference to it in 2 Kings 20:20. We are given a picture of the confusion in the city in Isaiah 22:1-3. We have a description of the sorrow and pains of the prophet in Isaiah 22:4 as he sees in a vision this event taking place in the city. We also see in this passage the purpose of divine judgment. As harsh and painful it is to mankind, it has a redemptive work, and that is to restore man back to fellowship with God; for we read in Isaiah 22:11, "but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago." God wanted the people of Jerusalem to look to Him during the time of trouble. He wanted to be their deliverer.

2 Kings 20:20, "And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the city, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?"

Isaiah 22:1 The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops?
Isaiah 22:1 — "The burden of the valley of vision" - Word Study on "the burden" - Hebrew ( מַּשָּׂא) (H 4853) - This literally word means "a burden," and figuratively, "an utterance, a prophecy." Holladay says it means, "a burden or pronouncement (a sort of cursing pronouncement)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 66 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "burden 57, Song of Solomon 3, prophecy 2, set 1, exaction 1, carry away 1, tribute 1." Note that this Hebrew word is commonly translated "oracle" in modern English versions (NASB, NIV, RSV).

Comments- "of the valley" - Jerusalem was surrounded by mountains ( Psalm 125:2). Jeremiah describes the people of Jerusalem as "inhabitants of the valley" ( Jeremiah 21:13).

Psalm 125:2, "As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever."

Jeremiah 21:13, "Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the LORD which say, Who shall come down against us? or who shall enter into our habitations?"

Comments- "of vision" - A vision is given to priests for the purpose of delivering a word from the Lord to the people ( 1 Samuel 3:1, Micah 3:6, Romans 3:2). Priests would enter the Temple and receive God's judgment and Wisdom of Solomon , as did Zacharias concerning the birth of his son John the Baptist ( Luke 1:5-25). Thus, Jerusalem is described as a valley of vision since its primary function is to serve as the seat of judgment from God by means of the Temple services.

1 Samuel 3:1, "And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision."

Micah 3:6, "Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them."

Romans 3:2, "Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God."

Comments- The LXX reads, "The word of the valley of Sion." Thus, we see from this how the ancient Jews understood this phrase to be a reference to Jerusalem. We must note the phrases "the spoiling of the daughter of my people" ( Isaiah 22:4) and "the city of David" ( Isaiah 22:9) as supportive of the ancient Jewish interpretation that Jerusalem is being referred to in this prophecy.

Isaiah 22:1 — "What aileth thee now" - Comments- In other words, "What troubles you, what is the matter?"

Isaiah 22:1 — "that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops" - Comments- The people went to the housetops for better views. Their homes did not have sufficient windows that looked out, perhaps for personal security. Thus, when they heard a multitude of noises without, as described in the next verse ( Isaiah 22:2), they had to go to their rooftops to find out what was going on. They went up to get a view of the approaching enemy, and cast arrows down upon them. A second possibility is that they went up upon their roofs to weep and mourn and cry out to their idols, or perhaps to Jehovah ( Isaiah 15:3, Jeremiah 48:38).

Isaiah 15:3, "In their streets they shall gird themselves with sackcloth: on the tops of their houses, and in their streets, every one shall howl, weeping abundantly."

Jeremiah 48:38, "There shall be lamentation generally upon all the housetops of Moab, and in the streets thereof: for I have broken Moab like a vessel wherein is no pleasure, saith the LORD."

Isaiah 22:2 Thou that art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city: thy slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle.
Isaiah 22:2 — "Thou that art full of stirs, a tumultuous city" - Comments- Jerusalem is a city of noisy commotion, a city in an uproar of mass confusion. 

Isaiah 22:2 — "a joyous city" - Comments- This "joyous" city was not rejoicing in God's blessings, but rather, the people were eating and drinking in order to find comfort in the few remaining days of their life before destruction falls upon them ( Isaiah 22:12-13, Micah 6:3-6)

Isaiah 22:12-13, "And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall die."

Micah 6:3-6, "O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me. For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of the LORD. Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?"

Isaiah 22:2 — "thy slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle" - Comments- The people died of famine and pestilence ( Jeremiah 38:2; Jeremiah 52:6, Lamentations 4:9-10).

Jeremiah 38:2, "Thus saith the LORD, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live."

Jeremiah 52:6, "And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land."

Lamentations 4:9-10, "They that be slain with the sword are better than they that be slain with hunger: for these pine away, stricken through for want of the fruits of the field. The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children: they were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people."

Isaiah 22:3 All thy rulers are fled together, they are bound by the archers: all that are found in thee are bound together, which have fled from far. 
Isaiah 22:4 Therefore said I, Look away from me; I will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the daughter of my people.
Isaiah 22:4 — Comments- The phrase "daughter of my people" refers to the children of Israel who were in covenant with the God of Israel ( 2 Kings 19:21, Lamentations 2:13).

2 Kings 19:21, "This is the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee."

Lamentations 2:13, "What thing shall I take to witness for thee? what thing shall I liken to thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? what shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? for thy breach is great like the sea: who can heal thee?"

How much God hurts when He has to chasten His children. Dad once said before spanking me, " Song of Solomon , this is gonna hurt me worse than it does you."

Isaiah 22:5 For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord GOD of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains.
Isaiah 22:5 — "and of crying to the mountains" - Comments- The people cried to the mountains because this was their only place of refuge, or it perhaps refers to those who are seeking death ( Luke 23:30). 

Luke 23:30, "Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us."

Isaiah 22:6 And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir uncovered the shield.
Isaiah 22:6 — Comments- Elam refers to the Elamites, whose capital was Shushan, where King Darius later relocated the capital of the Persian Empire around 520 B.C. 43] John Gill notes that they were subject to the Assyrians during Isaiah's time. He also says that Kir was a city in Media, which represented the army of the Medes ( 2 Kings 16:9, Isaiah 15:1, Amos 1:5; Amos 9:7). 44] Thus, we have the Medes and Persians incorporated into the Assyrian army at this time in ancient history.

43] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Elamites." 

44] John Gill, Isaiah , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Isaiah 22:6.

2 Kings 16:9, "And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: for the king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin."

Isaiah 15:1, "The burden of Moab. Because in the night Ar of Moab is laid waste, and brought to silence; because in the night Kir of Moab is laid waste, and brought to silence;"

Amos 1:5, "I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD."

Amos 9:7, "Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the LORD. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?"

Isaiah 22:7 And it shall come to pass, that thy choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves in array at the gate. 
Isaiah 22:8 And he discovered the covering of Judah, and thou didst look in that day to the armour of the house of the forest.
Isaiah 22:8 — "he discovered the covering of Judah" - Comments- When we sin, God can allow the devil to come in on us and God can remove his hedge about us ( Job 1:10). 

Job 1:10, "Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land."

Isaiah 22:8 — "and thou didst look in that day to the armour of the house of the forest" - Comments- The "house of the forest" refers to Solomon's palace ( 1 Kings 7:2; 1 Kings 10:16-17). 

1 Kings 7:2, "He built also the house of the forest of Lebanon; the length thereof was an hundred cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars."

1 Kings 10:16-17, "And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels of gold went to one target. And he made three hundred shields of beaten gold; three pound of gold went to one shield: and the king put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon."

The armour refers to the five hundred golden shields, which were later replaced with brass. 

Isaiah 22:9 Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of David, that they are many: and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool. 
Isaiah 22:10 And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall.
Isaiah 22:10 — "And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem" - Comments- The houses were counted to figure out how many were needed to use their bricks to fortify their walls. 

In 2Samuel 24,1Chronicles 21, David"s act of numbering the people showed him giving consideration to man's strength and ability. 

A key verse is 1 Chronicles 27:23. The young were not numbered because of faith in God that He would cause the increase.

1 Chronicles 27:23, "But David took not the number of them from twenty years old and under: because the LORD had said he would increase Israel like to the stars of the heavens."

Isaiah 22:10 — "and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall" - Comments - In Isaiah 22:10 the Jews appear to have counted how many houses would be needed to fortify the wall in order to hold off the enemy; but they did not turn to the One who created it all. During the siege of Jerusalem by Sennacherib in 701 B.C, the Jews looked to the arm of flesh. They trusted and acted according to their own abilities instead of looking to the Lord. They will perform this same vain act of defense during the siege by Babylon in 587-586 B.C. ( Jeremiah 33:4).

Jeremiah 33:4, "For thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are broken down to make a defence against the mounds and against the sword;" (ASV)

The Lord has brought me to this verse many times to correct me when I am walking in the flesh, depending upon my own abilities. Man today is trying to build a wall of defence around himself with financial strength, a good home, health, life insurance etc. If he has the best-trained doctors money can buy, it cannot deliver him from God"s wrath.

Isaiah 22:11 Ye made also a ditch between the two walls for the water of the old pool: but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago.
Isaiah 22:11 — "Ye made also a ditch between the two walls for the water of the old pool" - Comments- Note 2 Kings 20:20 for part of this story at Hezekiah. Archaeologists tell us Hezekiah cut a tunnel through bedrock 1 ,550 feet long to bring water from the Gihon spring inside the city walls. 45]

45] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Water Supply." 

2 Kings 20:20, "And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the city, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?" 

Isaiah 22:11 — "but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago" - Comments- God brought about this siege and planned it long ago ( Isaiah 37:26).

Isaiah 37:26, "Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps."

When we find ourselves living under a curse, we must understand that God brought it upon us to bring us to Him ( Isaiah 22:12); so we must repent and turn to Him for help and mercy and grace ( Hebrews 4:15-16).

Hebrews 4:15-16, "For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."

Isaiah 22:12 And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth:
Isaiah 22:12 — Comments- Isaiah 22:12 teaches genuine repentance, which is how we come to God in times of need due to sin in our lives ( Psalm 34:18).

Psalm 34:18, "The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit."

Isaiah 22:13 And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall die.
Isaiah 22:13 — Comments- Man's pride keeps him from confessing sin and coming to God. 

Isaiah 22:22 And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.
Isaiah 22:22 — Comments- Isaiah 22:22 gives us a foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus Christ.

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-18 

Isaiah 23:1-18 — Judgment upon Tyre - Isaiah 23:1-18 records Isaiah's prophecy against Tyre.

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-23 

Isaiah 24:1-23 — Judgment upon the Earth - Isaiah 24:1-23 records Isaiah's prophecy against the earth. This passage of Scripture is descriptive of the Tribulation Period that precedes the Second Coming of Christ Jesus. The images in this passage portray the entire earth being laid waste ( Isaiah 24:1), shaken ( Isaiah 24:19-20), the sun and moon affected ( Isaiah 24:23), and the Lord reigning upon Mount Zion ( Isaiah 24:23), which reflect those passages of Scripture, such as the Eschatological Discourse ( Matthew 24-25) and the book of Revelation , that predict the Tribulation, followed by the Lord's eternal reign in Jerusalem, 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-12 

Isaiah 25:6 And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.
Isaiah 25:6 — "a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined" - Word Study on "lees" - Strong says the Hebrew word "lees" "shemer" ( שֶׁמֶר) (H 8105) literally means, "something preserved i.e. the settlings of wine, dregs, lees." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 5 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "lees 4, dregs 1." Webster defines "lees" as "that which settles at the bottom, as of a cask of liquor (esp. wine); sediment; dregs; -- used now only in the plural."

Comments- The phrase "wines on the lees" means that this wine has been stored and aged so that it is the best tasting of all wines. Note some modern translations.

BBE reads, "a feast of good things, a feast of wines long stored, of good things sweet to the taste, of wines long kept and tested."

God'sWord, "a feast with the best foods, a banquet with aged wines, with the best foods and the finest wines."

YLT reads, "a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined."



Verses 1-13 

Praise unto God - Isaiah 25:1 to Isaiah 27:13 contains a passage of praise unto God. It naturally follows a lengthy passage of judgments upon the nations of the earth; for it teaches us that divine chastisement and judgment is for our good, producing the fruit of righteousness. This passage of Scripture helps us to understand that God judged the world out of love in order to turn the nations back to Him so that He might be praised and worshipped upon the earth.

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-21 

Isaiah 26:1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.
Isaiah 26:1 — Comments- This is a song.

Isaiah 26:20-21 — Comments - Divine Protection for God's People- Isaiah 26:20-21 reveals that God protects His people during the judgment upon the earth, which is described in Isaiah 13:1 to Isaiah 24:23 as the judgment of the nations. These verses might as well describe God's judgment upon Israel, which is describing in the early chapters of Isaiah.

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-13 

Isaiah 27:6 He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.
Isaiah 27:6 — Comments- In fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah 27:6, Israel became a nation again in 1948. By the 1990"s, Israel became one of the world"s leading exporters of fruit.

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-10 

Prophecies of the Reign of Christ - Isaiah 28:1 to Isaiah 35:10 is a collection of prophecies that describe the reign of Christ on earth. — 


Verses 1-29 

Isaiah 28:8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.
Isaiah 28:8 — Comments- The context of Isaiah 28:8 is about the drunkards of Israel. This verse describes their homes as being full of vomit and filthiness. As a teenager, I was told the story about a group of drunkards in my home town who went on a drinking binge for several days after one of them received his wages. They remained in their house for days, drinking themselves drunk. This house became filled with the stench of vomit and human excrement, simply because they were too drunk to ease themselves in the bath rooms. Such is the description of Isaiah 28:8.

Isaiah 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.
Isaiah 28:10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:
Isaiah 28:10 — Comments- Isaiah 28:10 reflects the method by which God has ordained that divine revelation be given unto mankind. We call this progressive revelation. We clearly see it taking place from Genesis to Revelation as God progressively reveals more and more of His divine plan of redemption to mankind.

Throughout the course of Israel's history, God spoke to Israel with very simple language that they could understand..

Isaiah 28:11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.
Isaiah 28:11 — Comments- God will use a foreign nation with a foreign language (Assyria) to destroy Ephraim and get her attention. Isaiah 28:11 is also prophetic of the gift of tongues in the church age. 

Scripture References- Note that Isaiah 28:11 is quoted in 1 Corinthians 14:21, "In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord."

Isaiah 28:12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.
Isaiah 28:12 — Comments- Some scholars interpret Isaiah 28:12 to refer to the refreshing that comes from praying in the Spirit. This edification that is produced in our inner man when we pray in tongues is referred to a number of times in the New Testament ( 1 Corinthians 14:4, Jude 1:20).

1 Corinthians 14:4, "He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church."

Jude 1:20, "But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,"

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Matthew 11:28-30, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

Isaiah 28:13 But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.
Isaiah 28:13 — "that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken." - Comments- This simple message, "precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little" caused them to stumble ( 1 Corinthians 1:27-29). 

1 Corinthians 1:27-29, "But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence."

Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.
Isaiah 28:16 — Comments- Isaiah 28:16 refers to Jesus Christ, and is quoted in 1 Peter 2:6, "Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded."

Isaiah 28:29 This also cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working. 
Isaiah 28:23-29 — Comments - God Gives Man Wisdom to Build and Prosper- While driving to work, I drove through the construction of a new mix master, full of concrete, steel, overpasses, a feat of engineering. I realized in my spirit that God had given man the wisdom and know how through the ages to perform such tasks ( James 1:17). The work of road construction was a good work, and today the Lord shows me in this passage how He gives the farmer such wisdom as he needs to plant, harvest and prepare his crops.

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-24 

Isaiah 29:1 Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices.
Isaiah 29:1 — Word Study on "Ariel" - Strong says the Greek word "Ariel" ( אֲרִיאֵל) (H 740) means, "lion of God," and is a compound of ( אֲרִי) (H 738), which means, "a lion," and ( אֵל) (410), which means, "strength, the Almighty God." Gesenius says it means, "lion of God, hearth of God, Ariel." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 11times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "Ariel 6, altar 3, lion-like men 2."



Verse 22 

Comments- Isaiah 29:22 to Isaiah 30:5 is an illustration of the sure hope that we have in Christ Jesus, and the despair of placing our hope in this world.

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-33 

Isaiah 30:4 For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes.
Isaiah 30:4 — "For his princes were at Zoan" - Comments- Zoan seems to be a city where their wise men gathered to make decisions ( Isaiah 19:11-13).

Isaiah 19:11-13, "Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise counsellors of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings? Where are they? where are thy wise men? and let them tell thee now, and let them know what the LORD of hosts hath purposed upon Egypt. The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even they that are the stay of the tribes thereof."

Isaiah 30:4 — "and his ambassadors came to Hanes" - Comments- The name "Hanes" Hebrew ( חָנֵס) (H 2609) is used once in Old Testament.

Isaiah 30:8 Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever: 
Isaiah 30:8 — Comments- The New Testament says that the story of Israel was written for our benefit, in order to learn a lesson from it ( 1 Corinthians 10:6; 1 Corinthians 10:11).

1 Corinthians 10:6, "Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted."

1 Corinthians 10:11, "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come."

Isaiah 30:15 For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.
Isaiah 30:15 — Illustration- Just before coming to the Lord, I was a restless person. Having just graduated from college, and not having a Job , I was financially broke and running from God; therefore, I "returned" home to the Lord and spent a week reading in the book of Romans "rest" ( Matthew 11:28-30) and was saved. Now for "strength," I go to God in "quietness" and listen to words of life ( Isaiah 40:31).

Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."

Matthew 11:28-30, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-9 

Isaiah 31:3 Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together.
Isaiah 31:3 — Scripture Reference- Note: 

Zechariah 4:6, "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts." 

Isaiah 31:4 For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.
Isaiah 31:4 — "so shall the Lord of hosts come down" - Comments- Proverbs 30:30 says that a lion is "strongest among beasts," and does not turn in fear from anything. Hence, "he will not be afraid of their voice."

Proverbs 30:30, "A lion which is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for any;"

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-20 

Isaiah 32:4 The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly.
Isaiah 32:4 — "the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly" - Comments- Two of the greatest ministers of the twentieth century, Oral Roberts 46] and Benny Hinn 47], both stuttered as children when they spoke. God miraculously healed both of them to preach the Gospel.

46] Oral Roberts, A Daily Guide to Miracles and Successful Living Through SEED-FAITH (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Pinoak Publications, c 1975, 1976), 29, 32, 76.

47] Benny Hinn, Good Morning Holy Spirit (Nashville: Tennessee, c 1990, 1997), 44-5.

Isaiah 32:17 And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.
Isaiah 32:17 — Comments- Righteous leaders bring peace and assurance to a land. Note a parallel thought in 1 Timothy 2:2, "For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty."

33 Chapter 33 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-17 

Isaiah 34:4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree.
Isaiah 34:4 — "and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll" - Comments- Note these similar words from Frances J. Roberts:
"Indeed, if ye but knew how close I am standing to the ‘curtain of time', ye would draw very near and be filled with expectancy. For one of these days - so very soon - the curtain shall be drawn; the heavens shall be rolled back; the canopy of the ‘sky' as ye know it shall be lifted away, and the Son of Man shall be revealed in power and great glory" 48]

48] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 62.

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Revelation 6:14, "And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places."

Isaiah 34:4 — "as a falling fig from the fig tree" - Comments- E. W. G. Masterman says the fig tree has two annual harvests in the Middle East. The early figs ripen in June, and the latter figs ripen in August. These early figs are small, undeveloped figs that fall to the ground by the wind. 49]

49] E. W. G. Masterman, "Fig, figtree," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Revelation 6:13, "And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind."

Isaiah 34:5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment.
Isaiah 34:6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea.
Isaiah 34:5-6 — Word Study on "Idumea" - The word translated in Isaiah 34:5-6 as "Idumea" Hebrew "edom" ( אֱדֹום) (H 123) is actually "Edom" in the Hebrew text. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 100 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Edom 87, Edomites 9, Idumea 4."

Comments - The ISBE says the region of Edom came to be known by the name "Idumea" during the time of the Greeks, but with the fall of Judah under the Romans the name Idumea disappeared from history. 50]

50] W. Ewing, "Edom," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Isaiah 34:7 And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness.
Numbers 23:22 — Word Study on "the unicorn" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "unicorn" ( רְאֵם) (H 7214) probably refers the wild bull. Therefore, modern English versions often translated the word as "wild ox." The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word is found 9 times in the Old Testament and is translated "unicorn" all 9 times in the KJV. This word is only found in Hebrew poetry.

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-10 

Isaiah 35:1 The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.
Isaiah 35:2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God.
Isaiah 35:2 — "the excellency of Carmel and Sharon" - Illustration- On a visit the Rocky Mountains in August 1888, I saw God's handiwork in much of its glory.

Isaiah 35:2 — Scripture References- Note:

Psalm 150:6, "Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD."

Revelation 5:13, "And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever."

Isaiah 35:3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.
Isaiah 35:3 — Comments- Isaiah 35:3 describes the weary ( Isaiah 40:31).

Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."

Isaiah 35:4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.
Isaiah 35:4 — "Say to them that are of a fearful heart" - Comments- Those that are anxious.

Isaiah 35:4 — "he will come and save you" - Comments- Jesus is coming.

Isaiah 35:7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.
Isaiah 35:7 — "the habitation of dragons" - Comments- Or, "the haunts of jackals."

Isaiah 35:8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.
Isaiah 35:9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:
Isaiah 35:10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Isaiah 35:1-10 — Comments - Three Phases of Ministry- In his book Journey Into the Miraculous Todd Bentley describes Isaiah 35:1-10 as a passage of Scripture which laid out three phases of his early ministry. 

Phase 1 - As he began to wait upon the Lord and experience His presence, he learned how to walk continually in the presence of the Lord; for it was in these solitary places that He learned how to position himself to receive the presence of God on a daily basis. This is spoken of symbolically in Isaiah 35:1-4. 

Phase 2 - Soon healings began to manifest in his ministry and he learned how to believe God and walk in the gifts of healings. This is described in Isaiah 35:5-7.

Phase 3 - Finally, he felt an unction to preach on fiery messages on repentance and living a life of holiness. Those who repented came rejoicing in their new-found desire for the Lord. This is spoken of in Isaiah 35:8-10. Todd Bentley says that in these three phases of learning the ways of the Lord, he was taught five main lessons: intimacy, prophecy, healing, evangelism and repentance. 51]

51] Todd Bentley, Journey Into the Miraculous (Victoria, BC, Canada: Hemlock Printers, Ltd, 2003), 120-1.

This pattern of ministry is also seen in revivalists such as Steve Hill, who was a part of the great Pensacola revival in the 1990's. As Steve's passion for God grew, the Spirit of God began to manifest in his meetings and the miraculous took place. He preached sermons on repentance and holiness on a regular basis during such revivals. This resulted in many souls being touched by God, refreshed by the Holy Spirit and living a life of holiness and joy in serving the Lord. We see this pattern in the life and ministry of Charles Finney and others as well.

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-8 

The Prophecies of Isaiah to Hezekiah - Inserted between prophecies of judgment ( Isaiah 1-35) and restoration ( Isaiah 40-66) is the story of two major events in the life and ministry of Hezekiah king of Judah. Isaiah 36:1 to Isaiah 39:8 tells the story of Hezekiah's confrontation with Sennacherib, who tried to conquer Jerusalem, and God's miraculous deliverance. This passage of Scripture is almost the same in content to 2 Kings 18:13 to 2 Kings 20:19. Thus, the same author probably penned both two passages and one served as a copy of the other.

Note the proposed outline:

Sennacherib Besieges Jerusalem — Isaiah 36:1 to Isaiah 37:38
Hezekiah's Illness — Isaiah 38:1-22
The Visit of the Babylonians — Isaiah 39:1-8
If we compare the narrative material of Elijah and Elisha ( 1 Kings 17:1 - 2 Kings 9:37), there is a similarity in structure in that they both bear witness to the testimony of the prophets of the Lord. This becomes evident by the fact that both passages end with a testimony of the fulfillment of the words of the prophets Elijah and Isaiah. For example, the story of Sennacherib's siege of Jerusalem ends with the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy of Isaiah 37:7 ( Isaiah 37:36-38). The story of Hezekiah's illness ends by reflecting upon the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy ( Isaiah 38:21-22). The story of the visit of the Babylonians closes by noting the fulfillment of prophecy ( Isaiah 39:8).

Isaiah 36:1 Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them.
Isaiah 36:1 — Comments- Hezekiah reigned twenty-five years as king of Judah (726 - 701 B.C.). His fourteenth year of rule would have been around 712 B.C. The Assyrians destroyed northern Israel in 722 B.C, so this event had already taken place ten years earlier. Thus, the Assyrians saw Jerusalem as a stronghold of the Jews and wanted to conquer it. He first overcame the remaining fortified cities of Judah before approaching the capital of Jerusalem.

Isaiah 36:2 And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller"s field.
Isaiah 36:2 — Word Study on "Rabshakeh" - Many scholars see the Hebrew word "Rabshakeh" ( רַב־שָׁקֵה) as a title rather than a proper name. Adam Clark quotes Calmet as saying Rabshakeh means, "the chief butler or cup-bearer." 52] Strong calls it the "chief butler." F. F. Bruce interprets Rabshakeh as "the chief noble." 53] The view of this word being a title is seen in a number of modern translations, although the meaning of this title differs.

52] Edward Robinson, ed, Calmet's Dictionary of the Holy Bible, as Published by the Late Charles Taylor, with the Fragments Incorporated (Boston: Crocker and Brewster, 1832), 774; Adam Clarke, Isaiah , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Isaiah 36:2.

53] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 49.

AmpBible, "And the king of Assyria sent the Rabshakeh [the military official] from Lachish [the Judean fortress commanding the road from Egypt] to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem with a great army. And he stood by the canal of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field."

BBE, "And the king of Assyria sent the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a strong force, and he took up his position by the stream of the higher pool, by the highway of the washerman"s."

NIV, "Then the king of Assyria sent his field commander with a large army from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. When the commander stopped at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Washerman's Field."

Isaiah 36:11 Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak not to us in the Jews" language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall.
Isaiah 36:11 — Comments- F. F. Bruce tells us that Aramaic became the language of diplomatic intercourse in the eight century B.C, when the Assyrian Empire adopted it as such. The Assyrians usually spoke Aramaic when they communicated by mouth or by letter to their subjects and tributaries in Western Asia. In this verse, the Jews ask this delegation to speak in their normal diplomatic language of Aramaic, to which the Assyrians refused, because they wanted to instill fear into the hearts of the common people by speaking in the Hebrew language. 54]

54] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 49-50.

37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-38 

Isaiah 37:15-20 — Hezekiah's Prayer (Outline) - A prayer of Deliverance (prayer against Sennacherib):

Isaiah 37:16 - Addressing YHWH by name (his name fit the situation) 

Isaiah 37:17 - Requesting YHWH's attention 

Isaiah 37:18-19 - Explaining the situation to YHWH

Isaiah 37:20 - Specific request of deliverance - for YHWH's namesake and His glory.

Isaiah 37:15 And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying,
Isaiah 37:16 O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth.
Isaiah 37:16 — Comments- Note how God's name fits the need. The need was for the true, living God of all the kingdoms to disprove the false assumption (see Isaiah 37:17) by Rabshakeh from Sennacherib ( Isaiah 36:18-20). 

Isaiah 37:22 This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.
Isaiah 37:22 — Comments- God speaking to Sennacherib in Isaiah 37:22.

Isaiah 37:24 By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of his Carmel.
Isaiah 37:24 — Comments- Isaiah 37:24 serves as an illustration of Psalm chapter 2.

Isaiah 37:29 Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.
Isaiah 37:29 — "Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears" - Comments - Although the Assyrian army had rampaged through many cities and nations, there were little or no prayers lifted up to God until Hezekiah earnestly prayed for divine intervention. All of the other nations prayed to their gods, who had no ears to hear and no power to save.

Isaiah 37:30 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof.
Isaiah 37:31 And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward:
Isaiah 37:31 — "again" - Comments- Israel had previously sought after God 

Isaiah 37:31 — "take root downward" - Comments- Like in the parable in Matthew 7:24-27, we must build our foundation on the rock, which is Jesus. Our faith must increase as we study God's word and learn to be established in His word, which is so very precious and wonderful. 

Isaiah 37:31 — "and bear fruit upward" - Comments- Only the man who is grounded in God's word can bear fruit for the kingdom. The stronger the root system, the more the fruit.

h the LORD.
Isaiah 37:35 For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David"s sake.
Isaiah 37:35 — "and for my servant David"s sake" - Comments- Much of God's goodness to us is not because we deserve it, but because God is showing His goodness to our parents and grandparents.

Isaiah 37:36 Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.
Isaiah 37:36 — Comments- We, too, must trust the Lord with prayers like Hezekiah's in order to break down the enemy's strongholds in our lives, and to smite Satan from oppressing us.

38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-22 

Isaiah 38:5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.
Isaiah 38:5 — "behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years" - Comments- God alone can add years to a man's life ( Matthew 6:27). 

Matthew 6:27, "Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?"

Isaiah 38:11 I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world.
Isaiah 38:11 — "The land of the living" - Comments- Does this phrase refer to this life or to life after death?

39 Chapter 39 

40 Chapter 40 

Verse 1-2 

Isaiah 40:1-2 — God's Compassion after Judgment- Isaiah 40:1 is a turning point in the book of Isaiah. After thirty-nine chapters of judgment, God turns to comfort His people. Therefore, it is no coincidence that God reveals in these next chapters the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, His passion and His eternal exaltation with God"s children in heaven. This is God"s way of bringing eternal comfort to His people through the redemptive work of Calvary and Christ Jesus' shed blood.

Although God's hand of judgment had fallen, His love for Israel never grew any less. It is just like when our children stumble and fall into wicked sin and bear the consequences; we still keep on loving them with a complete love. God's great love and promises held strong throughout those horrible years of judgment. When a father is punishing a child, his love for that child is not any less. Likewise with us, God still loves us just as much in our worst sins as in our best obedience ( Isaiah 54:7-8).

Isaiah 54:7-8, "For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer."

How often have I seen my wife comfort our children after a spanking. The more severe her punishment, the more tender her heart towards the child after the punishment. I saw her take a wet rag and doctor my child"s buttock after she had made it red with a spanking. 

A parent who genuinely loves a child will bring punishment out of love, and they will bring great comfort after the punishment out of love for having to inflict the pain.

A good illustration of this compassion from God is found when He judged Israel for David"s sin of numbering the people. After destroying 70 ,000 people, God repented and stopped His judgment ( 2 Samuel 24:16). 

2 Samuel 24:16, "And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is enough: stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD was by the threshingplace of Araunah the Jebusite."

Isaiah 40:1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 
Isaiah 40:1 — "Comfort ye, comfort ye" - Comments- The words "Comfort ye, comfort ye," are repeated for emphasis. 

Isaiah 40:1 — "my people, saith your God" - Comments- God shows His affection towards His covenant people. They are His people and He is their God, by virtue of covenant. The rest of the book of Isaiah will reveal that He has not forsaken them and that He has a great plan of redemption and restoration for them.

Isaiah 40:2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD"S hand double for all her sins. 
Isaiah 40:2 — Comments - This passage of Scripture in Isaiah predicts the coming of John the Baptist and Jesus Christ, who will offer redemption for Israel even before His pays for their sins on Calvary. When Jesus Christ entered His public ministry after His water baptism by John the Baptist, He never condemned any sinner. He forgave everyone and healed all who were sick. Every before His atonement on Calvary, Jesus offered atonement to everyone. Jesus spoke comfort to Jerusalem and told them that God loved them, and forgives the sins of those who believe in Him.



Verses 3-11 

The Coming of the Gospel of Jesus Christ - Isaiah 40:3-11 predicts the coming of John the Baptist and Jesus Christ, as well as the proclamation of the Gospel throughout the world. 

Isaiah 40:3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Isaiah 40:3 — John the Baptist quotes Isaiah 40:3 as a biblical fulfillment of his public ministry. Thus, Israel's restoration is made available at the First Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, a coming announced by John the Baptist.

Matthew 3:3, "For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."

Mark 1:3, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."

John 1:23, "He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias."

Isaiah 40:4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 
Isaiah 40:4 — "Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low" - Comments - In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the humble will be exalted, and the proud will be made low.

"and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain" - Comments - The rough path that man walks in life will become smooth. Those obstacles that bound man in sin and made life difficult will be removed and every child of God will be able to walk along an easy path. This description is given in Isaiah 43:2, "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee."

Isaiah 40:5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
Isaiah 40:5 — "And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together" - Comments- The glory of God was revealed when Jesus became flesh and dwelt among us ( John 1:14).

John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."

Application- Paul Crouch uses Isaiah 40:5 to say that the Trinity Broadcasting satellite network, which broadcasts the Gospel around the world today, is being used to reveal the glory of God to all mankind simultaneously as a partial fulfillment of this prophecy. He reads the next verse where God says to "Cry!" He then quotes Isaiah 42:11 where God tells them to "shout from the mountaintops." He sees these verses as a reference to the thousands of TBN television towers that are placed upon the highest points around many cities of the world. 55]

55] Paul Crouch, "Praise the Lord," on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Isaiah 42:11, "Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains."

Isaiah 40:5 — "for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it" - Comments- The certainty of a prophetic event is confirmed from the mouth of the Lord.

Isaiah 40:3-5 — Comments- Luke's Prophecy of the Ministry of John the Baptist - Of the four Evangelists, the Gospel of Luke offers the lengthiest quotation from the book of Isaiah regarding the ministry of John the Baptist. Luke 3:4-6 quotes Isaiah 40:3-5.

Luke 3:4-6, "As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

Isaiah 40:6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field:
Isaiah 40:7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
Isaiah 40:7-8 — Comments - The Eternal Gospel of Jesus Christ- The apostle Peter cites Isaiah 40:7-8 to explain that "the Word of our God that stands forever" is the blessed, eternal Gospel of Jesus Christ ( 1 Peter 1:24-25).

1 Peter 1:24-25, "For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you."

Isaiah 40:9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!
Isaiah 40:9 — Word Study on "good tidings" - HALOT says the Hebrew word ( בשׂר) literally means, "to bring news." It is used to describe the delivery of news, whether good, bad, or neutral. Within the context of Isaiah 40:9 the word implies "good news." This Hebrew word is used in 1 Kings 1:42, Isaiah 40:9; Isaiah 52:7, and Nahum 1:15 to describe the announcement of good news. In Isaiah 40:9 the LXX translates ( בשׂר) with the Greek word εὐαγγελίζω (to bring good news).

Isaiah 40:9 — Comments - The early Church immediately embraced the word εὐαγγέλιον to describe their message to the world. Matthew and Mark use the word εὐαγγέλιον twelve times in their Gospels. The Gospel of Mark opens with the phrase "The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God." The term "Gospels" has been used to collectively describe the four books of Matthew ,, Mark ,, Luke , and John since the early years of the New Testament Church. However, the prophet Isaiah speaks of the preaching of the Gospel as God's means of bringing comfort to Zion. Isaiah speaks of the coming of John the Baptist ( Isaiah 40:3-5) to herald the arrival of the Jesus Christ, God manifested in the flesh, the Eternal Word of God.

Isaiah 40:10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.
Isaiah 40:10 — Comments - At His resurrection and ascension to the right hand of the Father, Jesus was given all authority to rule and reign forever. Jesus then delegated this authority to the New Testament Church and sent His disciples forth to preach the Gospel with signs and wonders ( Matthew 28:18-20).

Isaiah 40:11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.
Isaiah 40:11 — Comments- The repetitive description of how a shepherd feeds and tends his sheep with tender love in Isaiah 40:11 is similar to Jesus' plea to Simon Peter to "Feed my lambs…Feed my sheep…Feed my sheep." ( John 21:15-19) It reveals God's tender love for His people. God's wrath has been appeased at Calvary and He now extends His hands to comfort mankind.



Verses 12-22 

Isaiah 40:12 Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?
Isaiah 40:16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering.
Isaiah 40:16 — Comments- Even if all the cedars of Lebanon were cut and burnt as a giant altar into God Almighty and every boast of the earth laid upon it into the Lord, it is not sufficient into God.

Isaiah 40:18 To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him?
Isaiah 40:18 — Comments- When we try to describe something that we do not understand, we naturally use familiar illustrations to explain the unfamiliar. For example, the American Indians called the trains "iron horses" in an attempt to describe their nature and function. But how does man describe the character of Almighty God? Isaiah explains in Isaiah 40:18 that there is nothing on earth with which to compare His majesty. The prophet will then illustrate man's attempt to describe God in Isaiah 40:19-20 by making graven images of Him. Isaiah had seen Him in His glory ( Isaiah 6:1-13), sitting upon a throne, so he makes a comment about His majesty in Isaiah 40:21-22.

Isaiah 40:18 repeats this rhetorical question in Isaiah 40:25.

Isaiah 40:19 The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains.
Isaiah 40:20 He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. 
Isaiah 40:20 — "that shall not be moved" - Comments- The NIV reads, "that will not topple." These small idols were crafted so that they did not topple over ( Isaiah 41:7). I have seen poor quality carvings in craft shops that were too crooked to stand up right.

Isaiah 41:7, "So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the sodering: and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved."

Isaiah 40:21 Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
Isaiah 40:21 — Comments- The testimony of the divine Creator has been proclaimed since the creation of the world ( Romans 1:19-20).

Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

Isaiah 40:22 It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:
Isaiah 40:22 — "It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth" - Comments- In Isaiah 40:22 the Scriptures tells us that the earth is round, but, as late as the 1400"s, when Christopher Columbus discovered America, many Europeans believed that the world was flat.

Isaiah 40:22 — "that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse in Psalm 104:2, "Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain:"



Verses 12-29 

The Revelation of God as Creator- In Isaiah 40:12 to Isaiah 41:29 God challenges backslidden Israel to produce her reasons for trusting in idols ( Isaiah 41:21) while revealing Himself as the Creator of all things. God establishes His omnipotence and omniscience through irrefutable testimony cited in this section of Isaiah as the Creator of the universe. Thus, He is able to bring to pass anything He declares.

We find a similar passage of Scripture in Job 38:1 to Job 41:34 where God challenges Job to produce his reasons for trusting in his own righteousness. In a similar manner God reveals to Job his frailty and weakness in the midst of His majestic creation that reveals Him as the divine creator of all things.



Verses 23-26 

Isaiah 40:23 That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. 
Isaiah 40:24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. 
Isaiah 40:25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 
Isaiah 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.
Isaiah 40:26 — "he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might" - Comments- In Isaiah 40:26 we are told that God has given a name to every star in the universe. This is stated again in Psalm 147:4. 

Psalm 147:4, "He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names."

One thing that is important to note by this statement is that we have the names of some of these stars as well as constellations recorded in Scriptures. In the books of Job and Amos , we find the names of the constellations Pleiades, Orion, Arcturus and Castor and Pollux. Although these are Latinized names, the Hebrew text hands down to us a more ancient name for these constellations. We also find as well as a reference to the twelve constellations of the Zodiac called by the Hebrew name Mazzaroth. 

Job 9:9, "Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south."

Job 38:31-32, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Acts 28:11, "And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux."

The phrase "the crooked serpent" found in Job 26:13 is a possible reference to a number of constellations with which the serpent is identified.

Job 26:13, "By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent."

Isaiah 40:26 — "not one faileth" - Word Study on "faileth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "faileth" ( עָדַר) (H 5737) means, "to make oneself naked, to be naked," and it means, "to be helpless, void of aid." Strong says it means, "to arrange, as a battle, a vineyard (to hoe); hence, to muster and so to miss (or find wanting)." 

Comments- Modern English versions translate this Hebrew word as "missing" (DRC, ESV, God'sWord, NAB, NASB, NET, NCV, NKJV, NRSV, Rotherham, RSV), or "lacking" (ASV, WEB, YLT). Brenton reads, "nothing has escaped thee." However, the BBE reads, "all of them are in their places," which implies that each star has been set in a particular place in the universe. It would imply that God has placed each star in its place in order to form the constellations. Every star in the universe has its place and order in serving in its divine role as signs and seasons for mankind ( Genesis 1:14) (see Albert Barnes). 56]

56] Albert Barnes, Isaiah , in Barnes" Notes, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Isaiah 40:26.

Genesis 1:14, "And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:"

Isaiah 40:26 — Scripture Reference- A similar verse:

Romans 1:20, "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"



Verses 27-31 

Isaiah 40:28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.
Isaiah 40:28 — "there is no searching of His understanding" - Scripture References- Note:

Romans 11:33, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!"

Isaiah 40:29 He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 
Isaiah 40:30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 
Isaiah 40:30 — Comments- Youth have the most energy of any age group of people. Young men have the most strength of any age.

Isaiah 40:31 But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 
Isaiah 40:31 — Word Study on "wait" - Strong says the Hebrew word "wait" "qavah" ( קָוָה) (H 6960) is a primitive root that literally means, "to bind (together) (perhaps by twisting), to collect," and figuratively, it means, "to expect, to gather (together), to look patiently, to tarry, to wait (for, on, upon)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 49 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "wait 29, look 13, wait for 1, look for 1, gathered 1, misc 4."

Isaiah 40:31 — "they shall mount up with wings as eagles" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Exodus 19:4, "Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles" wings, and brought you unto myself."

Isaiah 40:31 — Comments- Unless we wait upon God, we will not have the stamina or strength to resist Satan's attacks. The amount of time we spend waiting upon God is a direct reflection of how much strength we will have. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

"O My beloved, ye do not need to make your path (like a snow plow), for lo, I say unto thee, I go before you. Yea, I shall engineer circumstances on thy behalf. I am thy husband, and I will protect thee and care for thee, and make full provision for thee. I know thy need, and I am concerned for thee: for thy peace, for thy health, for thy strength. I cannot use a tired body, and ye need to take time to renew thine energies, both spiritual and physical. I am the God of Battle, but I am also the One who said: They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. And Jesus said, Come ye apart and rest a little while.

"I will teach you, even as I taught Moses on the back side of the desert, and as I taught Paul in Arabia. So will I teach you. Thus it shall be a constructive period, and not in any sense wasted time. But as the summer course to the school teacher, it is vital to thee in order that ye be fully qualified for your ministry. 

There is no virtue in activity as such - neither in inactivity. I minister to thee in solitude that ye may minister of Me to others as a spontaneous overflow of our communion. Never labor to serve, nor force opportunities. Set thy heart to be at peace and to sit at My feet. Learn to be ready, but not to be anxious. Learn to say ‘no' to the demands of men and to say ‘yes' to the call of the Spirit." 57]

57] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 145.

Isaiah 40:31 — Scripture References- See a similar verse in Isaiah 30:15. 

Isaiah 30:15, "For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not."

In contrast, an example of "fainting" is found in Isaiah 51:20.

Isaiah 51:20, "Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the LORD, the rebuke of thy God."

41 Chapter 41 

Verses 1-29 

Isaiah 41:1-9 — Comments- What a great passage of Scripture on church growth. First, man tries his own way to succeed in life ( Isaiah 41:5-7). God can raise up a church in a desert ( Isaiah 41:18-19). God is saying he can grow a church anywhere. 

Isaiah 41:4 Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he.
Isaiah 41:4 — "Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning?" - Comments- The genealogies of the Lord Jesus Christ serve as testimonies that God has orchestrated the history of mankind from the beginning of time ( Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 23-38).

Isaiah 41:7 So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the sodering: and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved.
Isaiah 41:7 — "that it should not be moved" - Comments -The NIV reads, "so it will not topple." These small idols were crafted so that they did not topple over ( Isaiah 40:20). I have seen poor quality carvings in craft shops that were too crooked to stand up right.

Isaiah 40:20, "He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved."

Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.
Isaiah 41:10 — Comments- The Lord's right hand is mentioned numerous times in the Old Testament as a figure of speech to refer to His mighty power. In contrast to the idols of men being crafted out of God's creation and toppling over, God will not allow His people to grow weary and faint.

Isaiah 41:14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.
Isaiah 41:14 — "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel" - Comments- In Isaiah 41:14 the Lord calls Israel by the descriptive name of "worm Jacob." Within the context of this verse the Lord reveals His majesty as the Creator of the universe and exposes man in his weakness and frailty. The idea of comparing the children of Israel to a worm is done to express their position of absolute weakness before their God, the Creator of all things, and their total dependence upon Him. The worm reflects one of the weakest and frailest of God's creatures to these ancient Jews, who did not have modern technology to discover and examine life much smaller than worms.

Isaiah 41:17-18 — Comments - Praise Refreshes the Soul of Prayer of Manasseh - Note these words from Frances J. Roberts regarding this passage of Scripture:

"Behold, I have placed within thee a spring of living water. For My Spirit shall be a continual flowing forth of life from thine innermost being. This I have promised to all My children, and this ye may experience as ye claim it by faith. For all My promises are received by faith. None are gained by merit, nor are they awards for human achievements.

"It is My Life that I am giving you. It is not an emotion; it is not a virtue, though these may follow subsequently. It is Myself. Divine grace, heavenly love, infinite mercy, fathomless peace, - all these shall spring forth unbeckoned and irrepressible out of the deeps within thee because My Spirit has taken residence there." 

"If there be dryness within thy soul and ye have not this life flowing forth, ye need not grieve, neither chide thyself for being empty. Fill up the empty place with praise. Thou mayest by praise open to Me the gates of the temple of thy soul. The King shall enter and bring His glory. The Rose of Sharon shall bloom in thy heart and His fragrance shall be shed abroad." 58]

58] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 42.

"Let thy praises rise in the daytime and in the night. Yea, when thou are utterly spent, then shall My speech fall upon thee. Then shalt thou lie down in peace and rise up in joy, and thou shalt be partaker of a perpetual fountain. As it is written: Out of thine innermost being shall gush forth rivers of living water." 59]

59] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 44.

Isaiah 41:19 I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together:
Isaiah 41:19 — Comments- The trees represent redeemed souls from all nations around the earth. 

Isaiah 41:20 That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the LORD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.
Isaiah 41:20 — Comments- When God raises up a church, all people will see that it was the hand of God doing this, because with man such deeds are impossible.

Isaiah 41:21 Produce your cause, saith the LORD bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob.
Isaiah 41:22 Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come.
Isaiah 41:23 Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.
Isaiah 41:21-23 — Comments- God's Challenge to Israel- God challenges Israel to demand from their pagan gods such revelation as Him Himself had been declaring to His people over the centuries through His prophets. These chapters refer numerous times to the idols that Israel had been serving ( Isaiah 40:19-20; Isaiah 41:21-23; Isaiah 41:29; Isaiah 42:8; Isaiah 42:17; Isaiah 44:9-20). The Lord made a similar demand to Job by asking Him to justify himself in light of the revelation of His divine attributes as revealed in Job 38-41 ( Job 38:1-3). Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to call fire down from heaven to consume their pagan sacrifices ( 1 Kings 18:21-40).

Job 38:1-3, "Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me."

42 Chapter 42 

Verses 1-4 

The Lord's Servant- Isaiah 42:1 prophecies that the Lord's servant is going to "bring forth judgment to the Gentiles." How is God's servant going to judge the Gentiles? The Table of Nations in Genesis 10:1-32 lists the seventy Gentile nations to whom Isaiah's prophecy is directed, and to whom all of Bible prophecy is generally directed. Normally, a leader rises up among a people and begins to conquer nations and kingdoms. This conquering king then imposes his laws and judgments upon the nations. The "servant of the Lord' will not execute judgment in such a manner, as the next verses reveal.

Isaiah 4:1-4 is quoted in Matthew 12:17-21 as a prophetic fulfillment of one aspect of Jesus' public ministry, which reveals that He withdrew from any physical conflicts of the Jewish leaders. The Pharisees met to devise a way to kill Jesus ( Matthew 12:13) after He publicly denounced their traditions ( Matthew 12:1-13). Rather than rally a group of zealous rebels to conquer the Pharisees, Jesus quietly retreats and ministers to the sick. Jesus Christ did not come to destroy, but rather, to heal and to redeem mankind.

Isaiah 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
Isaiah 42:2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 
Isaiah 42:3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 
Isaiah 42:3 — Comments- In her book Caught Up Into Heaven Marietta Davis sees a vision of Mercy contending with Justice. She sees how Justice was about to descend upon a frail human and condemn his soul to hell, but Mercy came and pleads for this poor soul, saying:
"‘Here, O God, is a fallen being. Sin is the violation of Your law. This sinner has presumed upon Your government and has touched the flaming sword ( Genesis 3:24) with impious hands; he has dared vengeance, trifled with Your will, and contended with eternal and irrevocable justice. He has fallen. He lies bruised, mangles, and dying. Yet, Ol God, You have created him an immortal being. His is intellectual and therefore accountable. He is spiritual, and because of sin he lies on the verge of a bottomless abyss, where, if he falls, he will feel immortal pangs and dwell in unremitting woe. The reed is bruised, but not entirely broken; the flickering blaze of the smoking flax, though expiring, still exists. ( Isaiah 42:3) Mercy is my name. Mercy is an attribute of Your throne. To You, O God, belong Justice and Mercy. Let Your love descend, O Eternal One! And you, Justice, spare this fallen being! Spare him, though he has sinned and has traded his eternal good for a morsel!' ( Hebrews 12:16-17)" 60]
60] Marietta Davis, Caught Up Into Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1982), 110-1.

She says the phrase "a bruised reed He will not break" means that He will not harm the helpless and "the smoking flax He will not quench" means that He will not extinguish the life or hope of man. This verse implies that Jesus Christ will come to man who is at the edge of his own destruction, weak and unable to help himself, and in His mercy He will rescue him. Jesus did not turn down anyone who came to him with a need. He welcomed all of suffering humanity.
Isaiah 42:4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law. 


Verses 1-28 

God's Sovereignty Over the Nations- God created the nation of Israel, the children of Abraham, to be a light unto the world, to be a messenger of God's salvation ( Isaiah 42:19). God had placed this nation at the crossroads of civilizations, at the crossroads of travel where three continents meet, of Europe, Asia and Africa. All who passed through the land of Israel would have seen God's blessings and would have heard of God's glorious salvation to His people. Israel had seen God's glorious miracles ( Isaiah 42:20) in the past and their obedience would have exalted the Law as great and glorious ( Isaiah 42:21) because their nation would have abounded with divine blessings. Instead, Israel rebelled and became deaf and blind ( Isaiah 42:18). Therefore, God turned them over to divine judgment ( Isaiah 42:22-25). Yet, because of God's unfailing love for His people ( Isaiah 43:3), He has redeemed them ( Isaiah 43:1-4). He will gather them back as a nation from the four corners of the earth ( Isaiah 43:5-9) so that they can become the witnesses that He created them to be ( Isaiah 43:10-13). God reminds them of their past deliverance through the Red Sea ( Isaiah 43:16-17) and tells them to forget their past sins ( Isaiah 43:18-28) because He will blot them out forever ( Isaiah 43:25). Israel is God's chosen ( Isaiah 44:1-5) and He is their Redeemer ( Isaiah 44:6-8). Thus, idols are nothing ( Isaiah 44:9-11) and those who follow them know nothing ( Isaiah 44:12-20). Israel has been redeemed ( Isaiah 44:21-23). Therefore, all creation rejoices ( Isaiah 44:23). 



Verses 5-11 

Isaiah 42:5 Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: 
Isaiah 42:5 — "he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein" - Comments- These words are similar to those used to describe how God created Adam in Genesis 2:7, "And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul."

Isaiah 42:6 I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 
Isaiah 42:7 To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. 
Isaiah 42:8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.
Isaiah 42:9 Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.
Isaiah 42:9 — Comments- Isaiah 42:9 and Isaiah 48:3-5 are excellent verses to refute the idea that any prophetic Scripture of the book of Isaiah was written after it happened.

Isaiah 48:3-5, "I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, and they came to pass. Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass; I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it came to pass I shewed it thee: lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten image, hath commanded them."

Isaiah 42:11 Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 
Isaiah 42:11 — "let them shout from the top of the mountains" - Comments- The Lord quickened this phrase to me in November 2003within the context of Lighthouse Television. Its antenna has been placed upon the highest hill in Kampala and its signal was shouting the Gospel from the mountaintop 24-hours per day.

Isaiah 42:19 Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD"S servant? 
Isaiah 42:19 — Comments- The Israelites were blind to the ways of God. The judgment of God was sent so that they might see. The Babylonian captivity was able to open the eyes of this nation.

Jesus warned the Pharisees that they, too, were blind and needed to see ( John 9:39-41).

John 9:39-41, "And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth." 

Saul of Tarsus was struck blind so that he might see. The light of God"s presence simply revealed Saul"s inner condition of blindness. 

43 Chapter 43 

Verses 1-28 

Isaiah 43:1 But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.
Isaiah 43:1 — Comments- Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Behold, in the hollow of My hand, there have I made thee a nest, and thou shalt lay thee down and sleep. Though the elements rage, though the winds blow and the floods come, thou shalt rest in peace. For, My child, thou art precious in My sight. I know thee by name, for thou art not the child of a stranger, but the fruit of Mine own loins. Yea, I have begotten thee, I have called thee by thy name, and thou are Mine." 61]
61] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 85.

Isaiah 43:2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.
Isaiah 43:3 For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.
Isaiah 43:7 Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.
Isaiah 43:7 — Comments- Isaiah 43:7 gives us the reason why man was created, which was for God's glory ( Isaiah 43:21; Isaiah 60:21, Ephesians 1:13-14). 

Isaiah 43:21, "This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise."

Isaiah 60:21, "Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified."

Ephesians 1:13-14, "In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory."

Isaiah 43:10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.
Isaiah 43:10 — Comments- Isaiah 43:10 answers the question of who was before God: no one existed before Him.

Isaiah 43:11 I, even I, am the LORD and beside me there is no saviour.
Isaiah 43:15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.
Isaiah 43:15 — Comments - God has just established His omnipotence and omniscience through irrefutable testimony cited in Isaiah 40:12-31 as the Creator of the universe. Thus, He is able to bring to pass anything He declares.

Isaiah 43:16 Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters;
Isaiah 43:16 — Comments- It was not until the late 1800's that scientists discovered the ocean currents. Science has now proved that there are ocean currents that flow in "paths" across the world which affect weather and animal life on this earth. Psalm 8:8 also refers to ocean currents.

Psalm 8:8, "The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas."

Isaiah 43:17 Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow.
Isaiah 43:16-17 — Comments- Isaiah 43:16-17 seems to refer to the event of the crossing of the Red Sea by the children of Israel, and the drowning of Pharaoh's army. In his documentary entitled The Exodus Revealed: Search for the Red Sea Crossing, Ron Wyatt provides compelling evidence that the children of Israel crossed the Gulf of Aqaba at a location where there is an elevated, underwater "path" across the otherwise deep Gulf of Aqaba. This underwater "path in the mighty waters," which is approximately 900 meter wide, begins on the shores of Nuweiba and crosses the Gulf of Aqaba, which Isaiah 9:6 miles wide at this crossing. 62]

62] Ron Wyatt, The Exodus Revealed: Search for the Red Sea Crossing, prod. Discovery Media Productions, Portland, Oregon, 82min, 2000, DVD.

Isaiah 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.
Isaiah 43:25 — Comments- In her book A Divine Revelation of Heaven Mary K. Baxter describes the process of how angels literally blot out and erase the written record of the sinner with the bloodstained cloth.
"When someone truly repented of his sins and asked Jesus to be his Savior and Lord, it was recorded that the person had given his life to the Lord. The angels with the golden buckets each took a book from the stack. Each angel held in his hands what looked like a bloodstained cloth. The red cloth was mixed with glory, light, and power. It was not gory or anything like that- it was beautiful! Each angel positioned the selected book in front of him, and starting at the first page, he expunged the written record with the bloodstained cloth. With God's direction, the angel erased the old history of this sinner and recorded that he or she had just been born again." 63]
63] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1998), 148-9.

Isaiah 43:26 Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified.
Isaiah 43:26 — Comments- The Lord made a similar demand of Job to plead his case of righteousness before God in Job 38:1 to Job 42:6.

44 Chapter 44 

Verses 1-28 

Isaiah 44:2 Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen.
Isaiah 44:2 — "Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb" - Comments- In her book A Divine Revelation of Heaven Mary K. Baxter writes, "An angel of the Lord said to me, ‘From the time of conception, a baby is an eternal soul…'" 64]

64] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1998), 117.

Isaiah 44:2 — Word Study on "Jesurun" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Jesurun," or "Jeshusun," literally means, "blessed." It was a symbolic name for Israel ( Deuteronomy 32:15).

Deuteronomy 32:15, "But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation."

Isaiah 44:3 For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:
Isaiah 44:3 — Comments- The words "water" and "floods" are figurative in Isaiah 44:3 of the Holy Spirit. It is structured in Hebrew poetry so that "water" and floods" are parallel and synonymous with the words "My Spirit" and "My blessing" mentioned in the second half of this verse.

The phrase "dry ground" used in Isaiah 44:3 refers to him that is thirsty, God"s seed and God"s offspring, terms all used in this verse. Note Isaiah 53:2, where "a dry ground" refers to people in darkness with no fruit:

Isaiah 53:2, "For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him."

People are compared to the earth bearing fruit ( Hebrews 6:7-8).

Hebrews 6:7-8, "For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God: But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned."

The Holy Spirit is poured out upon those who have desire God's presence and power. Benny Hinn writes, 

"That longing is very important. In fact it is the first key when it comes to experiencing the work of the Holy Spirit: You must have a passion for His power. You must have a starvation in your heart that causes you to search and search until you experience in your own life the miracles recorded in the Bible, the very same miracles that are available today.

As we open our hearts to the Holy Spirit, He will pour His presence out upon our thirsty souls like torrential rains upon the parched earth. His presence will become so real and so tangible. Broken lives are healed because of this presence and lives are changed forever.

Here's one of the most powerful lessons I've learned about the work of the Holy Spirit: He manifests His presence and power to those who yearn for His touch upon their lives. Spiritual thirst draws His anointing like a siphon draws fluid from a full container to an empty one.

That is why the Lord promised through the prophet Isaiah when He said, ‘I will pour water upon him who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground' I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, and My blessing on your offering.'" 65]

65] Benny Hinn, Welcome, Holy Spirit (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, c 1995, 1997), 14.

Isaiah 44:18 They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand. 
Isaiah 44:18 — Comments- How does this process take place in the human heart? God will turn people over to a reprobate mind ( Romans 1:22-24).

Romans 1:22-24, "Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible Prayer of Manasseh , and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:"

Isaiah 44:19 And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree? 
Isaiah 44:20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?
Isaiah 44:21 Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me. 
Isaiah 44:21 — "I have formed thee" - Comments- Man does not create God, as illustrated in Isaiah 44:9-20, but rather, God creates man. In this earlier passage, God shows the foolishness of making an idol for worship and burning the remaining part in a fire for warmth.

Isaiah 44:22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee. 
Isaiah 44:23 Sing, O ye heavens; for the LORD hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein: for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel. 
Isaiah 44:21-23 — Comments - Israel's Redemption Precedes Creation's Redemption- Isaiah 44:21-23 supports the truth that when Israel prospers, the entire earth and all of creation are blessed. Since Israel was recreated in 1947, we have been able to predict the events coming on the earth by watching what the Lord was doing in the nation of Israel. As we watch the events unfolding in Israel each day, we can be sure that these same events will overflow into the nations on the earth. For example, when the Palestinians began to wage war against the nation of Israel from 2000 to 2003, these events overflowed into the U.S, where the Islamic Revolution caused the tragedy of September 11, 2001, where almost three thousand people were killed in the destruction of the World Trade Centers. As the events of the tribulation gear up into full force, this travail upon earth for seven years will overflow into the heavens ( Matthew 24:29). The Jews consider Jerusalem to be the center of the Universe, 66] so that everything that affects the earth and heavens proceeds from the events around Jerusalem.

66] The Babylonian Talmud reads, "The sages, however, said: The world was created beginning with Zion. As it is written [Ps. l 1, 2]: ‘The God of Gods, the Lord Speaketh,' etc. ‘Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty'; That signifies, from Zion began to be the beauty of the whole world. In another Boraitha we have learned: R. Eliezer the Great said, It is written [Gen. ii 4]: ‘These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, on the day that the Lord God made earth and heaven.' The luminous stars, etc, were created from the heavens, and all earthly things from the earth. But the sages say: Everything was created from Zion. As it is written [Ps. l. i]: ‘A Psalm of Assaph. The God of gods,' etc. ‘The perfection of beauty,' i.e, the beauty of the whole world." See Michael L. Rodkinson, "Tract Yomah (Day of Atonment)," in New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 6 (Boston: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1903), 78; Louis Ginzberg writes, "The construction of the earth was begun at the centre, with the foundation stone of the Temple, the Eben Shetiyah, for the Holy Land is at the central point of the surface of the earth, Jerusalem is at the central point of Palestine, and the Temple is situated at the centre of the Holy City. In the sanctuary itself the Hekal is the centre, and the holy Ark occupies the centre of the Hekal, built on the foundation stone, which thus is at the centre of the earth." See Louis Ginzberg, Legend of the Jews, vol 1, trans. Henrietta Szold (Philadelphia, PA: The Jewish Publication of America, 1909), 12.

Matthew 24:29, "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:"

Isaiah 44:26 That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof: 
Isaiah 44:26 — "That confirmeth the word of his servant" - Illustrations:
1 Kings 17:1, "And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word."

2 Kings 23:16, "And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the LORD which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words."

Isaiah 44:28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.
Isaiah 44:28 — "That saith of Cyrus" - Comments- Isaiah prophesied for at least forty years, from 740 to 701 B.C. King Cyrus conquered the Median king in 559 B.C. and became the first ruler of the Persian Empire. Thus, this prophecy was spoken almost two hundred years before it took place. This prophetic decree is recorded in Ezra 1:1-4, when Cyrus declared that God had told him to build Jerusalem. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah are historical records of this event taking place.

Ezra 1:1-4, "Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem."

45 Chapter 45 

Verses 1-25 

Isaiah 45:3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 
Isaiah 45:3 — "which call thee by thy name" - Comments- God called Cyrus by name two hundred years before Cyrus knew God. Note the next verse in Isaiah 45:4, "though thou hast not known me."

Isaiah 45:3 — "am the God of Israel" - Comments- The names of God used in passages of Scripture often relate to the context of the passage. Here, God is using a name that reveals His close relationship to the nation of Israel.

Isaiah 45:12 I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded.
Isaiah 45:12 — "and all their host have I commanded" - Comments- In the first chapter of Genesis , the Hebrew verbs are in the imperative when God speaks to His creation, "Let there be…" Thus, when God speaks, He literally commands, as this verse declares.

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 148:5, "Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created."

Isaiah 45:15 Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.
Isaiah 45:15 — Comments- The Lord revealed Himself to Isaiah as "a God that hidest thyself" ( Isaiah 45:15). When Hezekiah began his reign as king over Israel, the Scriptures tell us that the Lord was with him ( 2 Kings 18:7). However, there came a season in his life when Hezekiah's heart was lifted up with pride ( 2 Chronicles 32:24-26). Therefore, the Lord had to bring about circumstances that humbled the king. God chose to remove Himself for a season so that Hezekiah would realize his need and dependence upon the Lord, and repent and turn back to Him ( 2 Chronicles 32:31).

2 Kings 18:7, "And the LORD was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not."

2 Chronicles 32:31, "Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to enquire of the wonder that was done in the land, God left him, to try him, that he might know all that was in his heart."

God wants us to pursue Him, which is a sign of our love and devotion and dependence upon Him; for God wants our fellowship. The angel of the Lord pull away from Jacob, but the patriarch wrestled with the angel until he received a blessing ( Genesis 32:24-30). Jesus did not stay with the Samaritans until they urged Him ( John 4:40). When Jesus came walking on the water towards the disciples in the boat during a storm, He made as if He were going to pass by them. They cried out to Him and He came ( Mark 6:48).

Isaiah 45:15, "Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour."

John 4:40, "So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days."

Mark 6:48, "And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them."

46 Chapter 46 

47 Chapter 47 

48 Chapter 48 

Verses 1-22 

Isaiah 48:13 Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up together.
Isaiah 48:13 — Word Study on "hath spanned" - Strong says the Hebrew word "spanned" ( טָפַח) (H 2946) is a primitive root meaning, "to flatten out, extend," and figuratively, it means, "to nurse a child." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "span 1, swaddle 1."

Isaiah 48:18 — "I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit" - Comments- Prosperity must be taught. Although greed and covetousness come naturally to the carnal Prayer of Manasseh , true prosperity must be learned from the divine principles of sowing and reaping. Jehoshaphat told the children of Israel that if they would believe God's Word, they would be established and to believe in His prophets and they would prosper ( 2 Chronicles 20:20). God even placed within the Mosaic Law a tremendous amount of teaching about prosperity because He wants His children to prosper.

2 Chronicles 20:20, "And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper."

Isaiah 48:18 O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea:
Isaiah 48:22 There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked.
Isaiah 48:22 — Scripture References- Note: — 

Romans 5:1, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:"

49 Chapter 49 

Verses 1-26 

Isaiah 49:1 Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name.
Isaiah 49:1 — Comments- In her book A Divine Revelation of Heaven Mary K. Baxter writes, "An angel of the Lord said to me, ‘From the time of conception, a baby is an eternal soul…'" 67]

67] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1998), 117.

Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 

Psalm 22:10, "I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother"s belly."

Isaiah 49:6 And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.
Isaiah 49:6 — "I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth" - Scripture References- Note:

Isaiah 52:10, "The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God."

Matthew 28:18-20, "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Song of Solomon , and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."

Isaiah 49:15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
Isaiah 49:15 — Comments- My wife and I have had three children. It is my observation that there is no time when a human bond is greater than between a newborn and a mother. She can devote her entire attention to a new born and not think about herself. Yet, Isaiah 49:15 tells us that God's love for us is greater than that bond of affection. In fact, the next verse ( Isaiah 49:16) states that He will never stop thinking about us; and this is exactly how a mother is towards her newborn baby.

Isaiah 49:16 Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me.
Isaiah 49:16 — "I have graven thee upon the palms of my hand" - Comments- Jesus bore the scars of Calvary in the palms of his hands.

Isaiah 49:16 — "thy walls are continually before me" - Comments- The city walls of Jerusalem, or Zion, never forgotten by God because He has an everlasting covenant with Israel.

Isaiah 49:13-16 — Comments - God's Love for Israel- God brings out an illustration of how much He remembers us by comparing it to a woman with a suckling child. A woman with such a young child is almost never at a time when her attention is not towards the child or doing for the child while it sleeps, etc. How much more are we, even in heavy chastisement, always before God.

Illustration- One evening I was feeling down and I could not understand how God could have granted me repentance from those six years of staying away from Him. I read Hebrews 6:4-6 again and wondered if God could have even saved me. Later that evening I opened my Bible and read these passages. The Lord answered my doubting questions with much mercy and grace.

50 Chapter 50 

Verses 1-11 

Isaiah 50:6 I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.
Isaiah 50:6 — "and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair" - Comments- There is no specific verse in the New Testament that describes Jesus crucifixion that involved His beard being plucked out. However, the Shroud of Turin, which is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ, reveals a man who has been crucified. The image of the bearded face in this cloth shows that some of the beard has been pulled off. This was confirmed after years of scientific research that has taken place on the Shroud of Turin. 68]

68] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.

51 Chapter 51 

Verses 1-23 

Isaiah 51:1 Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged.
Isaiah 51:1 — Comments- The nation of Israel was formed within the loins of Abraham. Anyone who has ever studied geology knows that each rock quarry has its unique pattern and features that are different from all other rock quarries. Even a hole dug in the ground had it own unique layers of soil. 

Isaiah 51:2 Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.
Isaiah 51:2 — "for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him" - Comments- At this point in history, only one man on earth was receiving God's blessings, and every one else on earth was living under the curse.

52 Chapter 52 

Verses 1-7 

Putting on Our Strength - Isaiah 52:7 tells us how to put our strength, or else return to our former bondages. In his book The Anointing, Benny Hinn gives a wonderful interpretation of Isaiah 52:1-2. "Awake, awake" - He explains that the cry, "Awake, awake!" is a call to prayer. We are to shake off our lethargy and seek the Lord with all our might. "put on thy strength" - As we do this we find that our lives are transformed. We tap into a divine source of supernatural strength. We are able to stand against the wiles of Satan and our own fleshly passions. "O Zion…O Jerusalem, the holy city" - The names "Zion" and "Jerusalem, the holy city" are symbolic of the Church. "put on thy beautiful garments" - We will find ourselves clothed with righteousness so that sin cannot soil us. This allows our conscience to remain pure before God so our faith and confidence in God to hear our prayers becomes strong and certain. "for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean" - We will no longer have fellowship with the wickedness of this world, but will live a life set apart. "Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down" - We will be able to rise up and shake off the dust of misery and defeat that the world lives in and be set free from the bondages of this world. We will rise up and go about our daily affairs in the liberty that Christ has set us free. We will sit down and rest in the true peace of God that the world cannot know. "loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion" - We will have the strength and wisdom to break Satan's grip on every area of our lives and stay free from the sin that keeps coming back to enslave us. 69]

69] Benny Hinn, The Anointing (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1992), 43-4.

In Isaiah 52:3-5 we are told the consequences of not seeking the Lord. It will bring us back into the old bondages of sin, oppression and sorrow that we were redeemed from. For those who seek His face, they will know Him and the power that is available through His marvelous name ( Isaiah 52:6). There are those who will pay the price to lay aside their own will and proclaim to others the Gospel of Jesus Christ ( Isaiah 52:7).

Isaiah 52:1 Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean.
Isaiah 52:1 — "Awake, awake" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Isaiah 29:10, "For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered."

Isaiah 52:1 — "put on thy strength, O Zion" - Comments- Our strength is our joy ( Nehemiah 8:10).

Nehemiah 8:10, "Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength."

Isaiah 52:1 — "put on thy beautiful garments" - Comments - The priestly garments were the most beautiful garments worn in the Jewish culture. The putting on of the priestly garment gave one access into the presence of God ( 1 Samuel 30:7).

1 Samuel 30:7, "And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech"s Song of Solomon , I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David."

In addition, this phrase may be interpreted as putting on the garments of praise, and taking off the sackcloth of mourning ( Isaiah 61:3).

Isaiah 61:3, "To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified."

Isaiah 52:1 — "O Jerusalem, the holy city" - Comments- This is figurative for God's sanctification of His people and their place to dwell in God's presence.

Isaiah 52:1 — "for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean" - Comments- The enemy will no more triumph over them. 

Isaiah 52:2 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.
Isaiah 52:2 — "Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem" - Comments- Israel will have been trodden asunder by Assyria, destroyed and laid to the ground.

Isaiah 52:2 — "loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion" - Comments- Bands refer to the chains used to carry people into captivity.

Isaiah 52:3 For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money.
Isaiah 52:3 — Comments- They were sold for nothing and will be redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 52:4 For thus saith the Lord GOD, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.
Isaiah 52:4 — Comments- Israel was heavily oppressed in Egypt prior to their exodus. In Isaiah 52:4 Egypt represents Satan and the world bringing people into bondage and destruction. God will deliver this people from these oppressors.

Isaiah 52:5 Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken away for nought? they that rule over them make them to howl, saith the LORD and my name continually every day is blasphemed.
Isaiah 52:5 — Comments- Assyrian captivity was oppressive like Israel's bondage in Egypt.

Isaiah 52:6 Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold, it is I.
Isaiah 52:6 — Comments- God makes known His name in the new covenant by signs and wonders that Jesus reigns.

Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!
Isaiah 52:7 — Comments- Paul the apostles quotes Isaiah 52:7 in Romans 10:15 as a description of those who are sent forth to preach the Gospel to the nations of the world. Men's feet are used for travel and represent being the act of being sent out ( Matthew 28:18-20). Moses brought the people of Israel good news while they were yet in Egyptian bondage.

Romans 10:15, "And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!"

Matthew 28:18-20, "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Song of Solomon , and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."



Verses 8-12 

Isaiah 52:8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion.
Isaiah 52:8 — "for they shall see eye to eye" - Comments- They will see with their own eyes.

Isaiah 52:8 — "when the LORD shall bring again Zion" - Word Study on "shall bring again" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "shall bring again" ( שׁוּב) (H 7725) means, "to turn about, to return." Strong says it is a primitive root that means, "to turn back," hence, "turn away." This word has a wide variety of meanings. Gesenius says this phrase in Isaiah 52:8 can be translated, "when Jehovah shall return to Zion," or "when Jehovah brings back Zion."

Isaiah 52:8 — Comments- Isaiah 52:8 has a variety of translations, referring either to the Jews returning from Babylonian Captivity (DRC, KJV, NAB), or the Lord returning to Zion (ASV, ESV, NCV, NET, NIV, NLT, Rotherham, RSV). Modern English versions seem to favor the translation referring to the Coming of Jesus Christ.

DRC reads, "The voice of thy watchmen: they have lifted up their voice, they shah praise together: for they shall see eye to eye when the Lord shall convert Sion."

KJV reads, "Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion."

NAB reads, "Hark! Your watchmen raise a cry, together they shout for joy, For they see directly, before their eyes, the LORD restoring Zion."

NASB reads, "Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices, They shout joyfully together; For they will see with their own eyes When the Lord restores Zion."

ASV reads, "The voice of thy watchmen! they lift up the voice, together do they sing; for they shall see eye to eye, when Jehovah returneth to Zion."

ESV reads, "The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion."

NCV reads, "Listen! Your guards are shouting. They are all shouting for joy! They all will see with their own eyes when the Lord returns to Jerusalem."

NET reads, "Listen, your watchmen shout; in unison they shout for joy, for they see with their very own eyes the Lord's return to Zion."

NIV reads, "Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When the Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes."

NLT, "The watchmen shout and sing with joy, for before their very eyes they see the Lord returning to Jerusalem."

Rotherham reads, "The voice of thy watchmen! They have uplifted a voice Together, do they renew the shout of triumph, For eye to eye, shall they see, When Yahweh returneth to Zion."

RSV reads, "Hark, your watchmen lift up their voice, together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion."

From the throne of God a herald brings good tidings to Jerusalem, announcing Israel's forgiveness and salvation. 

Isaiah 52:9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.
Isaiah 52:9 — "he hath redeemed Jerusalem" - Comments- Strong says the Hebrew word "redeem" ( גָּאַל) (H 1350) means to redeem, deliver, purchase, ransom." It refers to the custom of buying back someone or something a person has lost through helplessness, poverty, or violence. Usually, the one who redeems is a close relative who is in a stronger position to purchase back the person or possessions on behalf of his weaker relative. In Isaiah 52:9 God redeems Jerusalem, symbolic of the Church. God has pledged to eventually redeem all of His creation. The Lord Jesus Christ is the firstfruits of this redemption plan. The same Hebrew word is used in Psalm 72:14, when it says that the Messiah, referred to in this passage of Scripture, will redeem the poor and needy from deceit and violence.

Psalm 72:14, "He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their blood be in his sight."

Isaiah 52:9 — Comments- Isaiah 52:9 is similar to Isaiah 52:1. 

Isaiah 52:10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Isaiah 52:10 — "The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations" - Comments- Used figuratively, the Lord's arm represents His divine strength ( Psalm 98:1). God revealed His arm, or His power, with the ten plagues to Egypt. God revealed His Holy arm through Jesus Christ ( Isaiah 53:1, John 12:37-38). Paul preached Jesus to the Galatians , revealing God's holy arm ( Galatians 3:1).

Psalm 98:1, "O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory."

John 12:38, "That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?"

Isaiah 53:1, "Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?"

Galatians 3:1, "O foolish Galatians , who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?"

Isaiah 52:10 — "all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God" - Scripture References- Note:

Isaiah 49:6, "And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth."

Note Matthew 28:18-20 - the great commission:

Matthew 28:18-20, "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Song of Solomon , and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."

Note similar verses:

Luke 3:4-6, "As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

Acts 13:47, "For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth."

Acts 28:28, "Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it."

Isaiah 52:11 Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD.
Isaiah 52:11 — "Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence" - Comments- Isaiah calls Israel to depart in a similar way the nation of Israel came out of Egypt. 

Isaiah 52:11 — "touch no unclean thing" - Comments- In the Exodus from Egypt, the Egyptians took no leaven bread with them. Because of their haste, they did not have time to make leaven bread.

2 Corinthians 6:17, "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,"

Isaiah 52:12 For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rereward.
Isaiah 52:12 — "For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight" - Comments- The Egyptians had been urgent for Israel to leave, so that Israel was thrust out; thus the Israelites ate in haste the night of the Exodus from Egypt ( Exodus 12:11; Exodus 12:33; Exodus 12:39).

Exodus 12:11, "And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD"S passover."

Exodus 12:33, "And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men."

Exodus 12:39, "And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any victual."

Isaiah 52:12 — "for the LORD will go before you" - Comments- God sent an angel before Israel in their wilderness journeys, a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night.

Isaiah 52:12 — "and the God of Israel will be your rereward" - Comments- Webster says the word "rereward" means, "the rear guard of an army." God will gather up His people so that none tarry behind. He will protect the feeblest among them.

Isaiah 52:11-12 — Comments- One must ask the question, "Go out from where?" Isaiah 52:11 tells us to come out from a particular place. If we examine Isaiah 52:12, it draws a picture of Israel's hasty nighttime flight from Egypt. Thus, this passage is telling us to come out from Egypt, which is figurative of the sinful world. 



Verse 13 

The Passion of the Messiah - Isaiah 52:13 to Isaiah 53:12 reveals the sufferings of Christ Jesus on the Cross to the greatest degree of any place found in Holy Scriptures. When such a description of God's great sacrifice is placed with a book of judgment against His children, we begin to see how great is God's love towards them. Even while God was judging them, He was preparing to send His Only Begotten Son to Calvary in order to pay the penalty for their wicked sins. Such love is summed up in John 3:16.

John 3:16, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Song of Solomon , that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

I saw this tremendous truth found with this passage as was comforting our three-year old child. My wife had sent our child out of the kitchen because of her misbehavior. I heard her crying in the hallway and went to comfort her. Although I stood with my wife in the need for discipline, I felt a father's love within me. I wanted restoration. The child had been banished from the kitchen and I was trying to bring restoration so that she could be reunited in fellowship with her mother and thus, reenter the kitchen. (February 2, 2004)

It is in this fullness of love that the God of Israel can both judge His people while preparing to send His Beloved Son to atone for their sins. The tremendous judgment in the book of Isaiah reveals God's depth of holiness that is beyond our capacity to understand. But in the same way, His tremendous love in sending His Son is also beyond our ability to comprehend. Such a contrast of God's holiness and love will only be understood as we spend eternity in Heaven getting to know our loving Heavenly Father and as we are taught of the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made in leaving Heaven to die on the Cross for the sins of a disobedient people. 



Verse 13-14 

Isaiah 52:13 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.
Isaiah 52:13 — "Behold, my servant shall deal prudently" - Word Study on "servant" - Strong says the Hebrew word "servant" ( עֶבֶד) (H 5650) means, "a servant, a bondman, a bond-servant." The Enhanced Strong say it is used 800 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "servant 744, manservant 23, bondman 21, bondage 10, bondservant 1, on all sides 1."

Word Study on "shall deal prudently" - Strong says the Hebrew word "shall deal prudently" ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919) is a primitive root meaning, "to be circumspect, hence, intelligent, Wisdom of Solomon , to understand, to prosper." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 63times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "understand 12, wise 12, prosper 8, wisely 6, understanding 5, consider 4, instruct 3, prudent 2, skill 2, teach 2, misc 7." This word occurs 13times in the book of Proverbs.

Comments- "Behold, my servant" - This servant, Jesus Christ, becomes the Deliverer. Who He is and how He delivers God"s people follows in Isaiah 52:13 to Isaiah 53:1-12. 

Isaiah 52:13 — "he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high" - Word Study on "he shall be exalted" - Strong says the Hebrew word "exalted" ( רוּם) (H 7311) is a primitive root meaning, "to be high, to rise, to raise, to bring up, to exalt." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 194times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "(lift, hold, etc...) up 63, exalt 47, high 25, offer 13, give 5, heave 3, extol 3, lofty 3, take 3, tall 3, higher 2, misc 24."

Word Study on "extolled" - Strong says the Hebrew word "extolled" ( נָשָׂא) (H 5375) is a primitive root meaning, "to lift, arise, to bear." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 654times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "(bare, lift, etc...) up 219, bear 115, take 58, bare 34, carry 30, (take, carry)..away 22, borne 22, armourbearer 18, forgive 16, accept 12, exalt 8, regard 5, obtained 4, respect 3, misc 74."

Word Study on "very" - Strong says the Hebrew word "very" ( מְאֹד) (H 3966) means, "vehemence, vehemently, wholly, speedily." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 299 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "very 137, greatly 49, sore 23, exceeding 18, great 12, exceedingly 11, much 10, exceeding + 039666, exceedingly +039665, diligently 4, good 3, might 2, mightily 2, misc 17."

Word Study on "be high" - Strong says the Hebrew word "be high" ( גָּבַהּ) (H 1361) is a primitive root meaning, "to soar, to be lofty, to be haughty." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 34times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "exalt 9, ...up 9, haughty 5, higher 4, high 3, above 1, height 1, proud 1, upward 1." 

Comments- The first description of the Messiah in this lengthy passage on the suffering servant is the fact that servanthood brings exaltation. Because Jesus Christ humbled Himself more than any Prayer of Manasseh , He has been exalted above all men. This divine principle teaches us that the degree we humble ourselves in submission to God will determine the height that He exalts us before man. We also find this same description of Jesus Christ in Philippians 2:5-11, where we are told that Jesus Christ humbled himself as a servant and became obedient unto death. Therefore, God has highly exalted Him above all.

Isaiah 52:14 As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any Prayer of Manasseh , and his form more than the sons of men:
Isaiah 52:14 — Word Study on "astonied" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( שָׁמֵם) (H 8074) - It means, "to stun, to devastate, to stupefy." The Enhanced Strong says this primitive root is used 92times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "desolate 49, astonished 20, desolation 7, waste 5, destroy 3, wondered 2, amazed 1, astonishment 1, misc 4." 

Isaiah 52:14 — Word Study on "visage" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( מַרְאֶה) (H 4758) means, "a view, an appearance, a shape, a vision." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 103times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "appearance 35, sight 18, countenance 11, vision 11, favoured 7, look upon 4, fair + 028962, misc 15; 103."

Isaiah 52:14 — Word Study on "marred" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( מָשְׁחָת) (H 4893) means, "disfigurement, corruption, marred." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "marred 1, corruption 1." 

It comes from the primitive Hebrew root ( שָׁחַת) (H 7843), which means, "to decay, to ruin." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 147 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "destroy 96, corrupt 22, Mark 7, destroyer 3, corrupters 2, waster 2, spoilers 2, battered 1, corruptly 1, misc 11."

Isaiah 52:14 — Word Study on "form" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( תֹּאַר) (H 8389) - This word means, "outline, figure, appearance." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 15 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "form 3, goodly 2, beautiful + 033032, favoured 2, comely 1, countenance 1, fair + 033031, goodly + 028961, resembled 1, visage 1."

Isaiah 52:14 — Comments- The Shroud of Turin is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this cloth is the image of a man that has been crucified. Scientists have revealed that the face of this man was severely marred. One eye is swollen shut from bruises below that eye. The nose shows signs of being broken. The face shows signs of being bruised, cut and beaten. From head to toe on both sides of the body's image are marks of a severe lashing with a whip tipped with bone or metal. 70]

70] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.



Verse 15 

Isaiah 52:15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.
Isaiah 52:15 — "So shall he sprinkle many nations" - Comments- The sprinkling is a reference to the blood sprinkling of Jesus, His redemption by the shedding of His blood ( Exodus 24:8, Hebrews 9:13-14; Hebrews 12:24, 1 Peter 1:2).

Exodus 24:8, "And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words." 

Hebrews 9:13-14, "For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"

Hebrews 12:24, "And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel."

1 Peter 1:2, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied."

Isaiah 52:15 — "and that which they had not heard shall they consider" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Ephesians 3:5, "Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;"

Isaiah 52:15 — Comments- This is a similar message to Isaiah 64:4, "For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him."

53 Chapter 53 

Verses 1-12 

The Suffering Servant- Comments- In Isaiah 53:1-12 we see the Messiah portrayed as a suffering servant, not a coming king. Although the Jews will reject Jesus, Isaiah 52:15 shows us that the Gentiles will receive Him.

Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?
Isaiah 53:1 — "Who hath believed our report" - Word Study on "report" - Strong says the Hebrew word "report" ( שְׁמוּעָה) (H 8052) means, "something heard, an announcement." 

Comments - The herald was sent forth from the throne of God with the glad tidings of salvation for Israel in Isaiah 52:7-8. The report is the Good News, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God's report cannot be understood with man's reasoning ( 1 Corinthians 1-2), but by simple faith ( John 3:1 f). The prophet cries out, "Who has faith in God's Word?" As you look around in this world today, it is so hard to find someone who is actually trusting God at His Word. 

Isaiah 53:1 — "and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed" - Comments - The arm of the Lord represents His salvation. Jesus came preaching the Gospel and working signs and wonders. He healed and delivered people as a testimony of His divinity, so that we might believe in Him. God revealed His holy arm through the miracles of Jesus and in Jesus Himself ( Isaiah 52:10, John 12:37-38). Once we believe in Him, the arm of the Lord symbolizes His strength when we lean upon the everlasting arms day by day. Can you find anyone who has experienced the true strength that God can give His children?

Isaiah 52:10, "The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God."

John 12:37-38, "But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 

Isaiah 53:1 — Comments- When we chose to believe God's report, then He reveals His arm of salvation to us. We will not see His help until we turn to Him in faith believing His Word. Only by God's spirit can we see and know Jesus as He truly is ( 1 Corinthians 2:14).

1 Corinthians 2:14, "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."

Many people choose to believe the natural reports as opposed to God's written report stated here ( Exodus 23:1).

Exodus 23:1, "Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness."

Isaiah 53:2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.
Isaiah 53:2 — "For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground" - Comments- "For he shall grow up before him" - Jesus took up on himself the form of Prayer of Manasseh , and grew up in His physical stature, born of a woman. Jesus also grew up before the Lord in wisdom. He was in the Temple full of wisdom at the tender age of twelve ( Luke 2:46). He increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man ( Luke 2:52).

Luke 2:46, "And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions."

Luke 2:52, "And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man."

"and as a root out of a dry ground" - This dry ground is figurative of death. Luke 3:1 tells us that Jesus was born in Israel during a time of corruption and evil leadership. God sent Jesus into a world of darkness. Jesus was fresh, new life in the midst of death, and light in the midst of darkness ( Matthew 4:15-16). 

Luke 3:1, "Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,"

Matthew 4:15-16, "The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up."

Scripture References- Note similar verses: 

2 Samuel 23:4, "And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain."

Isaiah 11:1, "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:"

Jeremiah 23:5, "Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth."

Ezekiel 17:22-24, "Thus saith the Lord GOD I will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the LORD have spoken and have done it."

Zechariah 6:12, "And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD:"

Isaiah 53:2 — "he hath no form nor comeliness" - Word Study on "form" - The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word "form" is used 15 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "form 3, goodly 2, beautiful + 033032, favoured 2, comely 1, countenance 1, fair + 033031, goodly + 028961, resembled 1, visage 1."

Word Study on "comeliness" - The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word "comeliness" is used 30 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "glory 7, majesty 7, honour 5, beauty 4, comeliness 3, excellency 2, glorious 1, goodly 1."

Comments - Jesus came into this world without any of His rightful splendor and glory. He came in the humble form of a man ( Philippians 2:6-7).

Philippians 2:6-7, "Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:"

Isaiah 53:2 — "and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him" - Comments- When Jesus began His earthy ministry, though He was King of Kings and Lord of Lords, He did not travel in pomp as a king, but as a normal man who dressed and walked like any other man.

Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Isaiah 53:3 — Word Study on "esteem" - Webster says the word "esteem" means "to set a high value on." 

Isaiah 53:3 — Comments- The Jews did not esteem their Messiah; rather, the Jewish leaders despised Him ( John 1:10).

John 1:10, "He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not."

Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
Isaiah 53:4 — "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows" - Word Study on "Surely" - Strong says the Hebrew word "surely" ( אָכֵן) (H 403) literally means, "firmly," and figuratively, "surely." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 18 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "surely 9, but 3, verily 2, truly 2, certainly 1, nevertheless 1." 

Comments- In Isaiah 53:1 God is questioning man's faith in His report. Isaiah 53:4 begins with a declaration of certainty in His report. God"s wants us to know confidently that His report is true. That Isaiah , despite the fact that man rejected Jesus ( Isaiah 53:1-3), Jesus still went to the Cross for their sins. The BBE comes close to idea, saying, "But it was our pain he took, and our diseases were put on him: while to us he seemed as one diseased, on whom God"s punishment had come."

Word Study on "he hath borne" - Strong says the Hebrew word "borne" ( נָשָׂא) (H 5375) is a primitive root meaning, "to lift, lift us, bear, carry." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 654times in the Old Testament, and thus, being given a great variety of applications, both literal and figurative, it is translated in the KJV as, "(bare, lift, etc...) up 219, bear 115, take 58, bare 34, carry 30, (take, carry) away 22, borne 22, armourbearer 18, forgive 16, accept 12, exalt 8, regard 5, obtained 4, respect 3, misc 74."

Comments- In the ministry of the Tabernacle, the concept of bearing something is refers to "bearing" sin ( Exodus 28:38; Exodus 28:43).

Exodus 28:38, "And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD."

Exodus 28:43, "And they shall be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and die: it shall be a statute for ever unto him and his seed after him."

In a type and figure of Christ, this word is use of the sin that the scapegoat is to bear for the people of God ( Leviticus 16:22).

Leviticus 16:22, "And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness."

Word Study on "our griefs" - Strong says the Hebrew word "griefs" ( חֳלִי) (H 2483) means, "a malady, anxiety, calamity, disease, grief, or sickness," and comes from a primitive root ( חָלָה) (H 2470), which literally means, "to be rubbed or worn," and figuratively, "to be weak, sick afflicted." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "sickness 12, disease 7, grief 4, sick 1."

Word Study on "carried" - Strong says the Hebrew word "carried" ( סָבַל) (H 5445) is a primitive root meaning, "to carry, to be burdensome." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 9 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "carry 4, bear 3, labour 1, burden 1."

Word Study on "sorrows" - Strong says the Hebrew word "sorrows" ( מַכְאׂבׂ) (H 4341) literally means, "anguish," and figuratively, "affliction," and comes from the root word ( כָּאַב) (H 3510) meaning, "to feel pain, to grieve." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "sorrow 12, pain 2, grief 2."

Comments - The prophecy of Isaiah 53:4 was fulfilled by Jesus Christ in Matthew 8:17.

Matthew 8:16-17, "When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses."

A. B. Simpson writes, "Any person who will refer to such a familiar commentary as that of Albert Barnes on Isaiah , or any other Hebrew authority, will see that the two words here used denote respectively sickness and pain, and that the words for "bear" and "carry," denote not mere sympathy, but an actual substitution and the removal utterly of the thing borne. Therefore, in the same full sense as He has borne our sins, Jesus Christ has SURELY BORNE AWAY and CARRIED OFF our sicknesses; yes, and even our PAINS, so that abiding in Him, we may be fully delivered from both sickness and pain." 71]

71] A. B. Simpson, The Gospel of Healing, 4th ed. (New York: Christian Alliance Publishing Company, 1890), chapter 1: The Spiritual Foundation.

Jesus also sorrowed so that we would no longer have to sorrow. We now have hope of eternal life ( 1 Thessalonians 4:13).

1 Thessalonians 4:13, "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."

Isaiah 53:4 — "yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted" - Comments- As Jesus was scourged, beaten and crucified, the Jews considered it divine punishment; but actually, Jesus was carrying our sicknesses and pains and our sins; yet, the Jews did not consider this divine truth at the time.

Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
Isaiah 53:5 — "he was bruised for our iniquities" - Comments- The Shroud of Turin, which is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ, reveals a face that has been badly bruised. One eye is swollen shut. The nose shows signs of being broken. 72]

72] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.

Isaiah 53:5 — "the chastisement of our peace was upon him" - Comments- Jesus was chastised to bring us peace ( Romans 5:1). 

Romans 5:1, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:"

Isaiah 53:5 — "and with his stripes we are healed" - Word Study on "stripes" - Strong says the Hebrew word "stripes" ( חַבּוּרָה) (H 2250) means, "bound (with stripes), a weal (a black-and-blue mark itself), a stripe, a wound."

Comments- The Shroud of Turin, believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ, reveals the backside of a man that had been severely scourged. Scientists are able to count about one hundred and twenty stripes, perhaps from the multiple tips used on a Roman whip. 73]

73] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Isaiah 53:6 — "All we like sheep have gone astray" - Comments- Believers have returned unto Jesus, the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. Praise ye the Lord! Note 1 Peter 2:25. 

1 Peter 2:25, "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls."

Isaiah 53:6 — "we have turned every one to his own way" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Proverbs 14:12, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a Prayer of Manasseh , but the end thereof are the ways of death."

Isaiah 53:6 — "and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all" - Comments- Isaiah 53:6 c describes the scapegoat in the Mosaic Law as a type and figure of Jesus' death.

Scripture Reference- Note:

Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;"

Isaiah 53:6 — Comments - Everyone has sinned. Jesus paid for the sins of mankind. 

Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
Isaiah 53:7 — "He was oppressed, and he was afflicted" - Comments - Before His crucifixion, Jesus was mocked and beaten, put on trial and ridiculed ( Luke 23:8-11). A crown of thorns was placed upon His head ( Matthew 27:29).

Luke 23:8-11, "And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him. Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him. And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate."

Matthew 27:29, "And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!"

Isaiah 53:7 — "yet he opened not his mouth…so he opened not his mouth" - Comments- Isaiah 53:7 was fulfilled in that Jesus did not open His mouth before His accusers ( Matthew 27:11-14, Mark 15:2-5, John 18:28-40). 

Matthew 27:11-14, "And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly."

Mark 15:2-5, "And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answering said unto him, Thou sayest it. And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing. And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they witness against thee. But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled."

John 18:28-40. 

Isaiah 53:7 — "and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb" - Comments- The word "dumb means, "silent." Jesus was God; He did not have to justify or defend His actions to any man ( Matthew 27:13). 

Matthew 27:13, "Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly."

Isaiah 53:7 — Comments- Isaiah 53:7 helps us to understand that the sacrificial lamb in the Mosaic Law was a type and figure of Jesus' death. This verse uses the characteristics of a lamb before its shearers, or before those who are about to slaughter it to describe our Saviour's behaviour. Anyone who has ever slaughtered livestock knows how unwilling to die many of them are at this time, and they often struggle and have to be bound. However, a sheep does not resist his own slaughter. In the same way, Jesus did not resist those who condemned Him to death, nor did He resist those who led Him and bound Him to the Cross; for He died willing in behalf of our sins.

Isaiah 53:8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
Isaiah 53:8 — "He was taken from prison and from judgment" - Comments- They took Him away by distress and judgment.

Isaiah 53:8 — "for he was cut off out of the land of the living" - Comments- This phrase refers to Jesus' death on the Cross

Isaiah 53:9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.
Isaiah 53:9 — "he made his grave with the wicked" - Comments- Jesus was crucified between two thieves ( Matthew 27:44).

Matthew 27:44, "The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth."

Isaiah 53:9 — "and with the rich in his death" - Word Study on "death" - The Hebrew word for "death" here in the Hebrew is plural ( מָוֶת) (H 4194), the plural construct.

Comments- Joseph of Arimathaea, a wealthy Prayer of Manasseh , placed Jesus in his own tomb ( Matthew 27:57-60, John 19:38).

Matthew 27:57-60, "When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus" disciple: He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed."

John 19:38, "And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus."

Isaiah 53:10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
Isaiah 53:10 — "Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him" - Comments- The Shroud of Turin, which is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ, reveals a face that has been badly bruised. One eye is swollen shut. The nose shows signs of being broken. 74]

74] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.

Isaiah 53:10 — "when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;"

Isaiah 53:10 — "he shall see his seed" - Comments- Souls are being saved.

Isaiah 53:10 — "he shall prolong his days" - Comments- There is eternal life in Him, so He will reign forever more.

Isaiah 53:10 — "and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand" - Comments- Jesus will fulfill God's will and purpose and plan. 

Isaiah 53:11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.
Isaiah 53:11 — "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied" - Comments- Isaiah 53:11 says, "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied." This can be interpreted as the Father seeing the sacrificial suffering and death of Jesus Christ as sufficient for the payment of the sins of mankind. However, Dutch Sheets gives an interesting insight into Isaiah 53:11. He refers to the two times when Jesus Chris travailed in His spirit in prayer. The first time was when He groaned and wept just before He raised Lazarus from the dead ( John 11:33-38). This passage of Scripture describes an occasion when Jesus was deeply troubled in His spirit and began to weep. We must be careful not to interpret this event in Jesus' life as something that took place in His emotions; for it tells us that before Jesus wept, He "groaned in the spirit, and was troubled." We must interpret is as a work and manifestation of the Holy Spirit stirring inside of Him and breaking forth through weeping. We call it travailing in the Spirit. I remember watching one of my mentors in the early 1980's having this similar experience. After the church service, the pastor and several of us gathered around in a circle and began to pray. Within a few minutes Jack Emerson began to tremble and groan, then fell to the floor and began to weep. We all waited while he regained his composure and strength and stood up. He later told some of us that this was not him weeping, but the moving of the Holy Spirit within him. When Jesus began to weep, the people around only saw it in the natural realm ( John 11:36-37), but, it was this type travail and weeping in the Spirit that was necessary in order for this miracle to break forth and manifest as the resurrection of Lazarus. The second time was when He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane just before His arrest; for there Jesus said, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death," ( Matthew 26:38). This is a description of Jesus experiencing a heavy weight in His Spirit and being moved into prayer for a release of this weight. Dutch Sheets says that this event was a fulfillment of Isaiah 53:11. 75]

75] Dutch Sheets, Intercessory Prayer (Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1996), 129.

Isaiah 53:11 — "by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many" - Comments- We will know Jesus in order to be saved.

Isaiah 53:12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
Isaiah 53:12 — "Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great" - Comments- God will deliver all into His hands, so that Jesus Christ has become heir of all things.

Isaiah 53:12 — "he shall divide the spoil with the strong" - Comments- We are joint heirs ( Colossians 2:15). 

Colossians 2:15, "And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it."

Isaiah 53:12 — "because he hath poured out his soul unto death:" - Comments- His death on the cross was the reason why Jesus has been exalted, by humbling Himself ( Philippians 2:8-9, 1 Peter 5:6). 

Philippians 2:8-9, "And being found in fashion as a Prayer of Manasseh , he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:" 

1 Peter 5:6, "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:"

Isaiah 53:12 — "and he was numbered with the transgressors" - Comments- This phrase is a reference to the two thieves ( Mark 15:27-38, Luke 22:37). 

Mark 15:27-28, And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left. And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors."

Luke 22:37, "For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things concerning me have an end."

Isaiah 53:12 — "and he bare the sin of many" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;"

Isaiah 53:12 — "and made intercession for the transgressors." - Comments- Jesus prayed for those who crucified Him, and He now serves as our Great High Priest ( Luke 23:34, Hebrews 7:25).

Luke 23:34, "Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots." 

Hebrews 7:25, "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."

Isaiah 53:12 — Comments- Jesus spoiled principalities and powers ( Colossians 2:15), and gave gifts into men ( Ephesians 4:8). He divides the spoils with the church and we find our strength in his Name.

Ephesians 4:8, "Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men."

Colossians 2:15, "And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it."

54 Chapter 54 

Verses 1-17 

Isaiah 54:1 Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 54:1 — "for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife" - Comments- Clement of Rome says, "[He means] that our people seemed to be outcast from God, but now, through believing, have become more numerous than those who are reckoned to possess God."(The Second Epistle of Clement 2) 76] That Isaiah , the Gentile believers are becoming more numerous than Jewish believers.

76] Clement of Rome, The Second Epistle of Clement, trans. John Keith, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906), 251.

Isaiah 54:9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.
Isaiah 54:9 — Comments- The flood waters of judgment upon the wickedness in Noah's time, promised never to be used again, is compared here to God's use of Israel's enemy nations. These nations were used of God to bring judgment upon Israel ( Genesis 9:11).

Genesis 9:11, "And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth."

Isaiah 54:10 For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee.
Isaiah 54:10 — Comments- The new covenant will be an everlasting covenant. It will be established through Christ Jesus at His First Coming to usher in the Kingdom of God. The Church will be grafted into the vine of Israel at this time. At His Second Coming, Israel's redemption will be fulfilled as Jesus Christ rules and reigns from Jerusalem during the thousand-year Millennial Reign. The nation of Israel will be redeemed and God's peace will never be removed from her midst again.

Isaiah 54:11 O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.
Isaiah 54:12 And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.
Isaiah 54:11-12 — "O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted" - Comments- The description of Israel's affliction in Isaiah 54:11 refers to God's judgment of His people. 

"behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones" - Comments- The building made of precious stones described in Isaiah 54:11-12 is reflective of the glorious, heavenly temple, and is figurative of God building a house of righteous here on earth, which means establishing a righteous people. This will be fulfilled initially in the establishment of the Kingdom of God as Christ's First Coming, and completed at His Second Coming when Israel's redemption is complete.

Isaiah 54:13 And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD and great shall be the peace of thy children.
Isaiah 54:13 — "And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD" - Comments- Jesus quotes Isaiah 54:13 in John 6:45 within the context of His testimony as the bread of life sent from the Father, just as God sent manna to Israel in the wilderness. Jesus told the Jews that those who hear and receive His testimony, and who know the Father, will come to Jesus also and learn of Him by partaking of His blood and body. Note how God gives children to the desolate earlier in this passage in Isaiah 54:1-3. The desolate would refer to someone who longs for redemption. 

Isaiah 54:13 — "and great shall be the peace of thy children" - Comments- This peace comes because Israel's cities are fortified from the enemy. Israel will be walking in dominion and authority, being taught by the Holy Spirit ( John 6:45). This prophecy is initially fulfilled in the Church, which is grafted into the vine of Israel, and completed in its fulfillment at Christ's Second Coming to establish His throne in Jerusalem.

John 6:45, "It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me."

Isaiah 54:14 In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.
Isaiah 54:14 — "In righteousness shalt thou be established" - Comments- That Isaiah , by walking in the divine laws of righteousness, which are the divine laws of faith and love, they will be established and dwell in peace. They will also be established by walking in the authority of God's Word through faith in the name of Jesus.

Isaiah 54:14 — "thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee" - Comments- Kenneth Copeland said that terrorism is a planned form of fear that comes against God's people. 77]

77] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Isaiah 54:15 Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake.
Isaiah 54:15 — "Behold, they shall surely gather together" - Comments- That Isaiah , oppression, fear and terror will join forces together and operate in the lives of those who are bound by the laws of sin and death. 

"but not by me" - Comments- After the resurrection of Christ Jesus God will be working to redeem mankind under the laws of love. It is the curses that are working in the lives of those who reject the Gospel of Christ Jesus, but not because God wants man cursed; for Jesus, His Beloved Song of Solomon , has now become the curse for mankind.

Isaiah 54:16 Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the waster to destroy.
Isaiah 54:17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 54:17 — "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn" - Comments- Notice that Isaiah 54:17 does not say that no weapon will be formed against us; rather, it declares that when this takes place, it will not prosper against us. Therefore, we must learn how to stand against the wiles of the enemy ( Ephesians 6:10-18).

Isaiah 54:17 — "their righteousness is of me" - Scripture Reference- See: 

Romans 5:1, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:"

Isaiah 54:16-17 — Comments- The most powerful weapons of this period of ancient history were metallic weapons, made of iron and bronze. Thus, all other weapons of wood and stone were inferior. This passage says that the most powerful weapons of the enemy shall not prosper against God's children who will stand in righteousness and judge the enemy.



Verses 1-24 

Israel's Redemption- The chapters that follow the prophecy of Christ's sufferings in Isaiah 53:1-12 tell the children of God to rejoice; for Christ has given them the victory over sin, death and the grave. However, these chapters speak of Christ's redemption from the perspective of the nation of Israel rather than from the perspective of the Gentiles; for the book of Isaiah contains prophecies of the future destiny of Israel. Later in redemptive history, the Church will be grafted into these prophecies as members of the Kingdom of Heaven.

55 Chapter 55 

Verses 1-13 

Isaiah 55:1 Hosea , every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Isaiah 55:1 — " Hosea , every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters" - Comments- The living waters of salvation and indwelling of the Holy Spirit ( John 7:37-39).

John 7:37-39, "In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)"

Isaiah 55:1 — "yea, come, buy wine" - Comments- The baptism of the Holy Spirit ( Acts 2:15-18).

Acts 2:15-18, "For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:"

Isaiah 55:1 — "and milk" - Comments- The milk of Word of God, representing the beginning of the new birth ( Hebrews 5:12-14, 1 Peter 2:2).

Hebrews 5:12-14, "For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil."

1 Peter 2:2, "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:"

Isaiah 55:1 — Comments- Notes these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts about the buying milk and honey without price, which he says refers to the Lord calling us into intimate communion with Him:

"When I promised thee green pastures, I had not in mind religious activity. When I said, ‘Come, buy milk and honey without money nor price', I was not challenging thee to fevered service, but to contemplative fellowship and collective communion. Only thus are souls made strong, and hearts made pure, and minds refreshed." 78]

78] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 136.

The next verse of this passage in Isaiah refers to labouring for that which satisfies not. Thus, this is a description of the busy, vain activities of the flesh, which are illustrated in the story of Martha and Mary, when Martha was cumbered about with work, while Mary sat at the feet of Jesus ( Luke 10:38-42).

If we reject this divine call because of our guilty sin, we grieve the Lord and cause Him far more pain than He suffered on Calvary. Note these words by Frances J. Roberts:

" Hosea , every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk without money and without price ( Isaiah 55:1). Lo, My heart is grieved by thine independence. How would Joseph have felt if his father and family had remained at home, starving in the famine, when he had invited them to share the bountiful stores which he had at his disposal and desired to share freely with them? ( Genesis 45) Would he not have grieved far more deeply than over that unjust actions of his brothers who hated him? For to be rebuffed by a loved one causeth pain not to be compared with the cruelties inflicted by an enemy. So thine indifference and unresponsiveness to My call bringeth anguish to My soul, yea, deeper grief than the crimes of the reprobate sinner. For My rod have I laid upon the sinner, but Mine hand have I laid upon thee." 79]

79] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 169.

Isaiah 55:2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 
Isaiah 55:3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.
Isaiah 55:3 — Comments- As God made a covenant with Abraham and David, so will He make a covenant with you and me.

Isaiah 55:6 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:
Isaiah 55:6 — "Seek ye the LORD while he may be found" - Comments- F. F. Bruce tells us that the Hebrew verb "he may be found" is in the Niphal construction, which carries first the tolerative sense, then the reflexive and reciprocal senses, and finally the passive sense. In this case the tolerative sense is used, resulting in a translation, "Seek ye the Lord while He lets Himself be found." 80] However, almost all translations render this verb in the passive sense, as is used here in the KJV.

80] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 44.

Isaiah 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 
Isaiah 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Isaiah 55:8-9 — Scripture Reference- See: 

Romans 11:33-35, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?"

Isaiah 55:10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
Isaiah 55:10 — "as the rain cometh down" - Comments- On Sunday, June 11, 2000, Lighthouse Television Uganda was installing a new 15-foot satellite dish in order to pick up the new TBN signal. As I sat in church, the Lord quickened this verse to me. We would be receiving the signal within a day or two. My body was tired, but my spirit was then renewed with a fresh word from God. The Lord quickened this passage to me, "as the rain cometh down...so shall My word be that goes forth out of My mouth." Rain comes down from the lowest heaven. The satellite signal comes down from a higher heaven, even as the word of the Lord comes from the highest heaven. 

Who could have prophesied 2700 years ago that the word of God would descend upon this earth as rain comes down. But God can see the beginning from the end ( Isaiah 55:8, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways). God saw this day and this hour and prophesied of the TBN satellite signal coming down like rain upon Uganda. Within a few days, Lighthouse Television will be receiving and broadcasting the Word of God as it comes down from heaven like rain. 

In addition, God"s Word promises here in Isaiah that it would prosper and accomplish His will. Verse one of this chapter says, "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters." Many nations are thirsty for the Gospel in these last days. The waters, like rain, represent the word of God, who gives us the living water of life in Christ Jesus ( John 7:37-39). From verse one of this chapter, water refers to the wells of salvation, wine represents the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and milk represents the milk of the word of God, as a believer grows in the knowledge of the Lord.

John 7:37-39, "In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)"

Thus, verse five says, "Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee."

This nation has produced some bad leaders, thorns an briars to its people ( Isaiah 55:13, "Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree). But God promises that Uganda will bring forth the cypress and the myrtle tree. Thorn and briars are signs of the curse. The cypress and myrtle tree are signs of the blessings of God.

Song of Solomon , though it has been a busy week at Lighthouse Television, I am encouraged to know that as God"s Word rains down from heaven and waters the nation of Uganda, it will accomplish God"s plan and purpose for this nation. 

Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
Isaiah 55:11 — "it shall not return unto me void" - Comments- Jack Emerson, as a young preacher, asked the Lord why it seemed that his preaching appeared to produce no results in many people"s lives. Jack said that the Word of God promises that it will never return void. The Lord spoke to him and said that the Word of God never returns void. It will bring blessings into the lives of those who receive it and it brings curses into the lives of those who reject it. Either way, the Word does not return void. 81]

81] Jack Emerson, "Sermon," Alethia Fellowship Church, Panama City, Florida, 1883-88.

Isaiah 55:11 — "but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" - Comments- The Word of God accomplishes two basic purposes. It blesses those who receive it and curses those who reject it.

Isaiah 55:12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Isaiah 55:13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
Isaiah 55:10-13 — Comments- We are to always be willing to spread God's Word and to help others, trusting that somehow, someway, God will return upon us His blessings. Whether we cast our bread upon calm waters or turbulent floodwaters, we must trust that God's Word will not return void ( Ecclesiastes 11:1-2 and Isaiah 55:10-11).

Ecclesiastes 11:1-2, "Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days. Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth." 

Somehow, by God's marvelous design, we will receive God's blessings and go forth rejoicing ( Isaiah 55:12-13). We are not called to understand all of God's ways, but we are called to follow Him, by looking to Him each day as our provider.

56 Chapter 56 

Verses 1-8 

The Gentile's Desire for Salvation - Comments- Israel Isaiah 56:1-8 reveals that the Gentile nations are also desiring God's salvation, thus prophesying of their future grafting into the vine of Israel. Although the nations of the earth have not been entrusted with the oracles of God, they will readily embrace them and carefully obey them if given the opportunity. In contrast, the passage that follows ( Isaiah 56:9-12) describes Israel's foolish slumber and disregard for their opportunity of salvation ( Romans 11:17).

Romans 11:17, "And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree;"

Isaiah 56:1 Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.
Isaiah 56:1 — Comments- The Messiah will come, and He will reveal God's standard of righteousness in the Sermon on the Mount ( Matthew 5-7). Before His arrival, John the Baptist will be come the herald to the Jews of His glorious arrival and offer of salvation. He will preach repentance for the Jews in preparation for His revealing to Israel. John will say in essence, "Keep ye judgment, and do justice," as a way of preparing for the Messiah's arrival. John will be a herald of God's standard of judgment and justice.

Isaiah 56:2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.
Isaiah 56:2 — Comments- Commentators generally understand the keeping of the Sabbath as symbolic of the keeping of all Jewish rites, and they carry its significance into the Gospel dispensation as a symbol of the Christian's devotion to the Lord. The single, most important indicator of a Jew walking upright before the Lord is demonstrated the keeping of the Sabbath. This act of divine duty of a man's lifestyle testifies to his devotion to the Lord. For the Christian, his church attendance serves as a testimony of his salvation and devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ. For either dispensation, whether under the Law, or under the Gospel, man finds renewed strength on the Sabbath to go forth and keep himself from evil during the course of the week. Adam Clarke cites the Jewish rabbis who said that had the Jews kept the Sabbath, Jerusalem would have never been destroyed. 82] In the Gospel dispensation, a Christian generally backslides and begins to commit evil against his fellow man when he stops attending church.

82] Adam Clarke, Isaiah , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Isaiah 56:1.

Isaiah 56:2 — Comments- The book of Isaiah uses the Hebrew word "sabbath" ( שַׁבָּת) on seven occasions ( Isaiah 1:13; Isaiah 56:2; Isaiah 56:4; Isaiah 56:6; Isaiah 58:13[twice]; Isaiah 66:23).

Isaiah 56:3 Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LORD hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree.
Isaiah 56:3 — Comments- In Isaiah 56:3 we get a glimpse of an oppressed people seeking redemption and deliverance from this world. The children of strangers in a foreign land often work menial tasks, being denied access to the luxurious jobs reserved for the sons of local, wealthy citizens. The eunuchs were often made eunuchs by men while in slavery. The desire of the eunuch shall be met by the Lord in Isaiah 56:4-5, and the desire of the stranger met in Isaiah 56:6-8.

Isaiah 56:4 For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant;
Isaiah 56:5 Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.
Isaiah 56:6 Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;
Isaiah 56:6 — Comments- If God will gather His people from the ends of the earth, and restore to them their land, He will certainly bring others who desire to join themselves to the God of Israel.

Isaiah 56:7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.
Isaiah 56:8 The Lord GOD which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.


Verses 9-12 

Israel's Carelessness Regarding Their Redemption - Comments- The Gentile's watchfulness and desire to enter in to God's plan of redemption ( Isaiah 56:1-8) is now contrasted with the carelessness and slumber of Israel regarding the salvation that is offered through God's people ( Isaiah 56:9-12). The Jews were to be alert and watchful for the promise of their salvation, as stated in the opening verse of this passage, "for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed." ( Isaiah 56:1) The Messiah was coming, and John the Baptist would be come the herald to the Jews of His glorious arrival and offer of salvation. Unfortunately, the Jews were in a slumber ( Romans 11:8), so that they rejected and crucified their Messiah.

Romans 11:8, "(According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day."

Isaiah 56:9 All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest.
Isaiah 56:9 — Comments- God calls for divine judgment upon His careless people Israel.

Deuteronomy 28:26, "And thy carcase shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth, and no man shall fray them away."

Isaiah 56:10 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.
Isaiah 56:10 — Comments- Dogs were used in ancient times, as well as today, as watchdogs in the night.

Isaiah 56:11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.
Isaiah 56:10 — Comments- As watchdogs looked after their masters, shepherds served a similar role by watching after their master's sheep. Figuratively speaking, these shepherds refer to the Jewish priests and leaders over Israel, God's people ( Ezekiel 34:1-10).

Isaiah 56:12 Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.
57 Chapter 57 

Verses 1-21 

Isaiah 57:10 Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy way; yet saidst thou not, There is no hope: thou hast found the life of thine hand; therefore thou wast not grieved.
Isaiah 57:10 — Comments- The NIV says, "You were wearied by all your ways, but you would not say, ‘It is hopeless.' You found renewal of your strength, and so you did not faint." Their ways of religious duties had worn them out and wearied their bodies, and yet they found no deliverance. Yet, in all of their weariness, they did not give up on their idols. Instead, they encouraged themselves and continued in their vain ways. Praying in the flesh wears us down. It does not build us up. We will never be able to find God with the works of the flesh.

Isaiah 57:15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.
Isaiah 57:15 — Comments- God does not live in the realm of time. He dwells in eternity. Man lives in the busy realm of time, but when we enter into the Sabbath rest by yielding ourselves to God, we find rest from a busy schedule. It is only in this rest with God that our spirits are revived. Note the words by Frances J. Roberts that explain how we must strive to enter into God's time frame by forsaking the cares of this busy world.

"My ageless purposes are set in Eternity. Time is as a little wheel set within the big wheel of Eternity. The little wheel turneth swiftly and shall one day cease. The big wheel turneth not, but goeth straight forward. Time is thy responsibility - Eternity is Mine! Ye shall move into thy place in the big wheel when the little wheel is left behind. See that now ye redeem the time, making use of it for the purposes of My eternal kingdom, thus investing it with something of quality of the big wheel. As ye do this, thy days shall not be part of that which turneth and dieth, but of that which goeth straight forward and becometh one with My great universe.

"Fill thy days with light and love and testimony. Glorify and honor My Name. Praise and delight thyself in the Lord. So shall eternity inhabit thy heart and thou shalt deliver thy soul from the bondages of time. Thou shalt experience a liberation from the pressures of time and shalt in thine own heart slow down the little wheel. So shall ye find a new kind of rest. Ye shall have a foretaste of the Sabbath rest, into which the whole earth shall enter before long. When this time comes, I Myself will slow down the little wheel of time, and there shall be an adjustment, and it shall be as it was in the beginning.

"The pressures of time have increased as sin has increased, and all too often My children have been found living more in the little wheel than in the big. This happens whenever the flesh is in ascendancy to the Spirit. Whenever the opposite is true, ye have always experienced a fleeting but glorious freedom from the racing little wheel. Is it not true? Ye have found the Spirit always unhurried, and ye have marveled to find how oblivious ye had been to the passage of time whenever ye have been truly in the Spirit.

"Ye can live here as much as ye choose. Ye can enjoy this rest and disengage thyself from the little wheel as often and as long as ye desire. Ye shall lose nothing and gain much. Try it as a therapy for thy physical body. Always it shall most certainly be a tremendous source of energy and vitality for they spiritual life!" 83]

83] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 31-2.

58 Chapter 58 

Verses 1-14 

Explanation of True Righteousness under the Mosaic Law- Isaiah 58:1-14 shows us that the Mosaic Law had been forsaken by the children of Israel. They were religious, with their golden calves built by Jeroboam, and their temple rituals, but their heart was far from God. In Isaiah 58:1-5 God reproves them for their false religious duties. They were making sacrifices to the Lord, but they had lost the true meaning of righteousness. In Isaiah 58:6-7 the Lord explains to them the meaning of true righteousness, much as Jesus did in His Sermon on the Mount to the New Testament Jews who were confused by the religious Pharisees. In these two verses, God summaries the heart of the Mosaic Law by telling them to love their neighbor. Finally, in Isaiah 58:8-14 the Lord repeats the blessings of the Law which Moses gave in Deuteronomy 28.

Isaiah 58:1 Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. 
Isaiah 58:2 Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God. 
Isaiah 58:3 Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your labours. 
Isaiah 58:3 — "Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge?" - Comments- This question is answered in the next part of this verse, and also in Isaiah 59:1.

Isaiah 59:1-2, "Behold, the LORD"S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear."

The phrase "we have afflicted our soul" is found a number of times in the Old Testament ( Leviticus 16:29; Leviticus 16:31; Leviticus 23:27; Leviticus 23:29; Leviticus 23:32, Numbers 29:7, Isaiah 58:3; Isaiah 58:5; Isaiah 58:10). It is generally understood to mean to abstain from food and drink, as well as "wearing sackcloth, mourning, and prayer," as described in Psalm 35:13, "But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom." 84] 

84] John E. Hartley, Leviticus, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 4, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), notes on Leviticus 16:29-31.

Isaiah 58:4 Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high. 
Isaiah 58:5 Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD? 
Isaiah 58:5 — "and an acceptable day to the LORD" - Comments- Compare this phrase to the phrase which is about to be used in Isaiah 61:2.

Isaiah 61:2, "To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;"

Isaiah 58:6-9 — The Fast that God has Chosen- Comments- Compare Isaiah 58:6-9 to Isaiah 61:1-3. The nation of Israel had not been letting the captives go free; rather, they had been bringing the people into bondage; but Jesus will come and set the captives free.

Isaiah 58:6 Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? 
Isaiah 58:7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?
Isaiah 58:8 Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward. 
Isaiah 58:8 — Comments- This was a nation of sick people. The opening chapter gives a description of a nation that was sick from head to toe ( Isaiah 1:5-6). In addition, the nation had fallen into poverty and oppression ( Isaiah 1:7-8). 

Isaiah 1:5-6, "Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment."

During the time of Isaiah the prophet, the nation of Israel was living in deception. They kept their religious practices ( Isaiah 58:2-3), but were confused as to why they found no deliverance. Even their fastings were of no value in God's eyes ( Isaiah 58:4). This is because their hearts were filled with sin and they mistreated their neighbours. Jesus described the Pharisees as "whited sepulchers" ( Matthew 23:27), and this is an accurate description of such a people. They performed their religious duties, but mistreated one another from a sinful heart. 

Isaiah 58:9 Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity;
Isaiah 58:9 — "the putting forth of the finger" - Scripture Reference- Note a similar phrase:

Proverbs 6:13, "He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;"

Isaiah 58:10 And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday:
Isaiah 58:11 And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.
Isaiah 58:11 — Comments- If we will seek the Lord with a pure heart, He will always with us, even in times of drought, which represent the trials of this life. In this world of evil, it is easy for the child of God to become frustrated and even angry because of persecutions and jealous at the prosperity of the wicked. In order to live with peace within our hearts, we must learn to cast our cares upon Him, and trust that He will take care of us and bring us through every trial into a place of blessing and prosperity. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Behold, My hand is upon thee to bless thee and to accomplish all My good purpose. For this hour I have prepared thy heart; and in My kindness I will not let thee fail. Only relinquish all things into My hands; for I can work freely only as ye release Me by complete committal - both of thyself and others. Even as was written of old: ‘Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass' ( Psalm 37:5). I will be thy sustaining strength; and My peace shall garrison thy mind. Only trust Me - that all I do is done in Love. For adversities must of necessity come. They are part of the pattern of life's pilgrimage for every individual; and who can escape them? But I say unto thee, that for those who walk in Me, and for those who are encircled by the intercessory prayers of My children, I shall make of the suffering, yea, I shall make of the trials a steppingstone to future blessing." 85]

85] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 63.

59 Chapter 59 

Verses 1-21 

Isaiah 59:1 Behold, the LORD"S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 
Isaiah 59:1 — Comments- Joyce Meyer said that God has a long arm. He can reach down into the deepest pit of a person's life and pull them out. 86]

86] Joyce Meyer, Praise the Lord (Santa Ana, California: Trinity Broadcasting Network), 17 February 2006, television program.

Isaiah 59:1 — Scripture References- Note other uses of the Lord"s hand and arms. There are many such examples in Scripture:

Psalm 77:15, "Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah."

Psalm 89:10, "Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces, as one that is slain; thou hast scattered thine enemies with thy strong arm."

Psalm 89:13, "Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand."

Isaiah 40:10, "Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him."

Isaiah 53:1, "Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?"

Isaiah 59:16 And he saw that there was no Prayer of Manasseh , and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.
Isaiah 59:16 — Word Study on "intercessor" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "intercessor" ( פָּגַע) (H 6293) means, "to assail one with petitions, to urge someone."

Isaiah 59:16 — "therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him" - Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 98:1, "O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory."

Isaiah 59:16 — Comments- God saw no one who was righteous enough to deliver His people from their sins. Therefore, Go will provide His own salvation. This prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus Christ ( Isaiah 59:17). Jesus triumphed over the enemy at Calvary and His resurrection ( Isaiah 59:18), so that the Lord"s name will be glorified throughout the world ( Isaiah 59:19). Jesus will come and rescue those who will repent ( Isaiah 59:20) and God will pour His spirit into His redeemed people and He will give them a new heart, wherein dwells God"s Word ( Isaiah 59:21).

Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 

Isaiah 63:5, "And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me."

Isaiah 59:18 According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence. 
Isaiah 59:18 — Comments- The phrase "to the islands" in Isaiah 59:18 simply means that His judgment will be complete and thorough. He will not leave any nations out.

Isaiah 59:19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 
Isaiah 59:20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 59:20 — Comments- The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53has now become the Redeemer, for He has conquered sin and death.

Isaiah 59:21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed"s seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.
Isaiah 59:21 — This is a new covenant, never before made between God and man.



Verses 1-22 

The Sin of Zion ( Isaiah 59:1-21
The Confession of Zion ( Isaiah 59:9-15 b)

The Redemption of Zion ( Isaiah 59:15 c-21)

The Glory of Zion ( Isaiah 60:1-22)

60 Chapter 60 

Verses 1-22 

The Millennial Reign of Christ - The prophecy of Isaiah 60:1-22 is directed to the people of Israel. The Lord will arise over the Jewish people and His glory will be seen among them. 

John Watts interprets this passage of Scripture as a prophecy of the time of Israel's return from Babylonian Captivity, which the king of Persia will send Ezra back to Jerusalem with a great amount of wealth. 87] I believe Isaiah 60:1-22 refers to the Millennial Reign of Christ on earth as well as the eternal age of the new heaven and earth because of Isaiah 60:19-20, at which time Jesus will enter into an eternal reign beyond millennial reign and after the great judgment day. This description in the book of Isaiah of Jerusalem's future glory is similar to Revelation 22:1-5.

87] John D. W. Watts, Isaiah 34-66, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 25, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), notes on Scene 4: Zion's Day Dawns ( Isaiah 60:1-22).

Isaiah 60:19, "The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory."

Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 
Isaiah 60:1 — Comments- We find a similar statement in Isaiah 9:1-2, "Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined." Matthew will interpret Isaiah 9:1-2 as the arrival of Jesus' public ministry on earth, saying "That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up." ( Matthew 4:14-16)

Isaiah 60:2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.
Isaiah 60:2 — Comments - Even as we are approaching the Second Coming of the Lord, we see a world that is falling deeper into darkness, sin and fear. At the same time the Church is shining more glorious than in its history.

Isaiah 60:3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.
Isaiah 60:3 — Comments- The prophecy of Isaiah 60:3 has a two-fold meaning. It foretells events of Jesus" birth ( Matthew 1:1-2) and of His reign as King of Kings in all of His Father"s glory. 

Matthew 2:1-2, "Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him."

Isaiah 60:4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.
Isaiah 60:5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 
Isaiah 60:5 — "because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee" - Comments- The "sea" represents the nations of the earth.

Isaiah 60:5 — "the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee" - Comments- The ASV reads, "the wealth of the nations shall come unto thee." We see this take place at Jesus' birth ( Matthew 2:11). 

Matthew 2:11, "And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh."

Isaiah 60:21 Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.
Isaiah 60:21 — Comments- Mankind was created for God's glory ( Isaiah 43:7; Isaiah 43:12, Ephesians 1:13-14). 

Isaiah 43:7, "Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him."

Isaiah 43:21, "This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise."

Ephesians 1:13-14, "In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory."

61 Chapter 61 

Verses 1-11 

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
Isaiah 61:1 — Word Study on "anointed" - Strong says the Hebrew word "anointed" "mashach" ( מָשַׁח) (H 4886) means, "to rub with oil, to anoint, to consecrate, to paint." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 69 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "anoint 68, paint 1." From the root word comes the term "Messiah," which is translated in the New Testament as "Christ."

Isaiah 61:1 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse: 

Psalm 102:20, "To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death;"

Isaiah 61:2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;
Isaiah 61:2 — "To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD" - Comments- Compare the phrase "the acceptable year of the Lord" to the one just used in Isaiah 58:5.

Isaiah 58:5, "Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD?"

Scripture References - Note:

Isaiah 49:8, "Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;"

2 Corinthians 6:2, "(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)"

Isaiah 61:3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
Isaiah 61:3 — "to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness" - Comments- Ashes tell us that destruction has come and the despair and spirit of heaviness that accompanies the loss of things that are precious.

How do you overcome spirit of heaviness - Praise the Lord!

Isaiah 61:1-3 — Comments- Jesus' Earthly Ministry- The purpose of Jesus coming for an earthly ministry is revealed in Isaiah 61:3. One of his returns in Revelation is to execute judgment upon the enemy. One coming is to receive those of the first resurrection. Thus, in John 10:10 Jesus came the first time for us to have an abundant life.

John 10:10, "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."

Compare Isaiah 61:1-3 to Isaiah 58:6-9. The nation of Israel had not been letting the captive go free. Rather, they had been bringing the people into bondage. But, Jesus will come and set the captives free.

Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.
Isaiah 61:10 — "for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness" - Comments- In his book Heaven: Close Encounters of the God Kind Jesse Duplantis says that he saw people entering into heaven wearing two different types of closing. Some wore beautiful, glorious robes while others wore simple gowns. He was told by his angel that those Christians who were faithful in their life were given these beautiful robes while the less faithful ones were simply given gowns to wear. 88]

88] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Encounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 72.

Isaiah 61:11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.
62 Chapter 62 

Verses 1-12 

Isaiah 62:2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.
Isaiah 62:2 — "and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name" - Comments - God called Abraham by a new name in reference to His newly established covenant with Him. This new name reflected this covenant in that it served as both a reminder and a prophecy of its fulfillment. We can assume that the new name that the Lord will give to Jerusalem will reflect the same.

63 Chapter 63 

Verses 1-19 

Isaiah 63:3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.
Isaiah 63:3 — "I have trodden the winepress alone" - Comments- In her book Caught Up Into Heaven Marietta Davis comments that this phrase is a reference to the fact that Jesus Christ had to go to the Cross alone. 89]

89] Marietta Davis, Caught Up Into Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1982), 143.

Isaiah 63:4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.
Isaiah 63:5 And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me.
Isaiah 63:5 — Word Study on "uphold" - Strong says the Hebrew word "uphold" ( סָמַךְ) (H 5564) means, "to prop, to lean upon. or take hold of." 

Isaiah 63:5 — Comments- The Lord was looking for someone to intercede for the land of Moab so that he would not destroy it. How often the Lord looks for an intercessor to lift up a lost soul that His wrath might not destroy this soul in eternal hell. Since "broad is the way, and wide is the gate that leads to destruction, and may there be that go in thereat," it must mean that there must be a shortage of intercessors.

Matthew 7:13, "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:"

Isaiah 63:5 — Scripture Reference- See: 

Isaiah 59:16, "And he saw that there was no Prayer of Manasseh , and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him."

64 Chapter 64 

Verses 1-12 

Isaiah 64:4 For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.
Isaiah 64:4 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Isaiah 64:4 is quoted in 1 Corinthians 2:9.

1 Corinthians 2:9, "But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of Prayer of Manasseh , the things which God hath prepared for them that love him."

Comments- Note these insightful words from Sadhu Sundar Singh.

"The human spirit abides in the body very much as the chicken in the shell. If it were possible for the bird within the shell to be told that outside of it was a great widespread world, with all kinds of fruit and flowers, with rivers and grand mountains, that its mother also was there, and that it would see all this when set free from its shell, it could not understand or believe it. Even if anyone told it that its feathers and eyes, ready now for use, would enable it to see and to fly, it would not believe it, nor would any proof be possible till it came out of its shell. In the same way there are many who are uncertain about the future life and the existence of God, because they cannot see beyond this shell-like body of flesh, and their thoughts, like delicate wings, cannot carry them beyond the narrow confines of the brain. Their weak eyes cannot discover those eternal and unfading treasures which God has prepared for those who love Him (Isa. lxiv 4, lxv 17). The necessary condition for attaining to this eternal life is this, that while still in this body we should receive from the Holy Spirit by faith that life-giving warmth which the chicken receives from its mother, otherwise there is danger of death and eternal loss." 90]

90] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "I The Manifestation of God's Presence," section 2, part 7.

Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
Isaiah 64:6 — "and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" - Comments- These kind of good deeds do not bring glory to God, but glory to man. Those done by faith glorify God, who is their hope and strength.

Isaiah 64:11 Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are laid waste.
Isaiah 64:11 — Comments- The holy and beautiful house mentioned in Isaiah 64:11 refers to the Temple in Jerusalem.

65 Chapter 65 

Verses 1-25 

Isaiah 65:1-16 — The Judgment of Israel and the Acceptance of the Gentiles - Isaiah 65:1-16 tells us of how God will one day graft in the Gentiles into the vine and cut wickedness off the seed of Israel so that only a remnant will remain. Paul explains this event in Romans 9-11.

Isaiah 65:1 I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.
Isaiah 65:1 — Comments- Isaiah 65:1 is a prophecy of God grafting in the Gentiles into the vine of the people of Israel. Paul calls it the mystery hidden from the ages. This verse is quoted in Romans 10:20.

Romans 10:20, "But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me."

Isaiah 65:2 I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;
Isaiah 65:2 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Isaiah 65:2 is quoted in Romans 10:21.

Romans 10:21, "But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people."

Isaiah 65:20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.
Isaiah 65:20 — Comments- We find a similar description in The Book of Jubilees of people living a long life. It appears that during the Millennial Reign of Christ on earth that people will return to righteousness and will be able to extend their life to a thousand years as it was in the beginning.

"And in those days the children shall begin to study the laws, and to seek the commandments, and to return to the path of righteousness. And the days shall begin to grow many and increase amongst those children of men till their days draw nigh to one thousand years. And to a greater number of years than (before) was the number of the days. And there shall be no old man nor one who issatisfied with his days, for all shall be (as) children and youths. And all their days they shall complete and live in peace and in joy, and there shall be no Satan nor any evil destroyer; For all their days shall be days of blessing and healing." (The Book of Jubilees 2326-29) 91]

91] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 49.

Isaiah 65:25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent"s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 65:25 — Comments- We find a beautiful description in Isaiah 65:25 and a similar one in Isaiah 11:6-9 of God's creatures living in harmony.

Isaiah 11:6-9, "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice" den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea."

The original order of the animal kingdom was for them to eat plants. It was not God's plan for animals to be carnivorous. Rather, in the Story of Creation God gave the green herbs for meat to all the beasts of the field. 

Genesis 1:30, "And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so."

We see in the book of Isaiah how the lion will one day in the new heavens and new earth return to this order and eat straw like the ox. 

Today, scientists tell us of the "food chain" in nature where small animals are eaten by larger animals. In the land of Palestine, it was probably the wolf, the lion and the leopard mentioned in these two verses that were at the top of this food chain. We find a comment on the original harmony of God's creation in one of the inter-biblical writings of the Jews called The Book of Jubilees. It tells us how the order of animals was originally not to devour one another, but to live together peacefully. It says that this corruption of order in nature took place in Genesis 6 when men became so corrupt that God had to destroy the earth with the flood. 

"And it came to pass when the children of men began to multiply on the face of the earth and daughters were born unto them, that the angels of God saw them on a certain year of this jubilee, that they were beautiful to look upon; and they took themselves wives of all whom they chose, and they bare unto them sons and they were giants. And lawlessness increased on the earth and all flesh corrupted its way, alike men and cattle and beasts and birds and everything that walks on the earth- all of them corrupted their ways and their orders, and they began to devour each other, and lawlessness increased on the earth and every imagination of the thoughts of all men (was) thus evil continually. And God looked upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt, and all flesh had corrupted its orders, and all that were upon the earth had wrought all manner of evil before His eyes. And He said that He would destroy man and all flesh upon the face of the earth which He had created. But Noah found grace before the eyes of the Lord. And against the angels whom He had sent upon the earth, He was exceedingly wroth, and He gave commandment to root them out of all their dominion, and He bade us to bind them in the depths of the earth, and behold they are bound in the midst of them, and are (kept) separate." (The Book of Jubilees 51-7) 92]
92] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 20.

66 Chapter 66 

Verses 1-24 

Isaiah 66:1 Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?
Isaiah 66:1 — Comments- In his book I Visited Heaven Julius Oyet says, "Standing there on the golden stage hand in hand with my Messiah, I could look down upon the earth and see it very clearly, and hear whatever was happening here on the earth. You can probably sense that I am finding it difficult to express and expound the mysteries of heaven and earth put together. I mean heaven and earth have such a close relationship so much that seeing with the Spiritual eyes we could see human beings the same size they are here on earth. There, I really came to understand Isaiah 66:1 which says: ‘The LORD says, "Heaven is my throne; And earth is my footstool…"' [GNB] God does not take a 21day journey to reach the earth from heaven. Neither does he have to strain to touch the earth." 93]

93] Julius Peter Oyet, I Visited Heaven (Kampala, Uganda: Bezalel Design Studio, 1997), 82.

Isaiah 66:8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.
Isaiah 66:8 — "or shall a nation be born at once" - Comments- Many scholars believe that this is a direct prophecy to the birth of the nation of Israel in 1948.

Isaiah 66:8 — "for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children" - Word Study on "travailed" - Strong says the Hebrew word "travail" ( חוּל) (H 2342) literally means, "to twist, to whirl, to dance, to writhe in pain (especially of parturition) or fear."

Scripture References - Note a similar verse:

Galatians 4:19, "My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,"

Isaiah 66:8 — Comments- Kenneth Hagin says that the prophecy of Isaiah 66:8 has a 2-fold application, the natural and the spiritual (or supernatural). Isaiah is prophesying that Israel will be reborn as a nation in the natural, which happened in 1948. Israel will also be reborn in the spiritual as "Zion" ( Hebrews 12:18-23). The church today dwells there. Also dwelling in this "Zion" is God, the spirits of men and Jesus. 94]

94] Kenneth Hagin, The Art of Intercession (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1980, 1984), 51-52.

Hebrews 12:18-23, "For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more: (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:) But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,"

Isaiah 66:23 And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 66:23 — Comments- Isaiah 66:23 is referring the new heavens and earth when mankind will enter eternity. It implies that God's children in Heaven will gather each Sabbath day around the throne and worship before the Lord. There will be particular festivals upon the new moons. Song of Solomon , although time will be no more as we know it on earth, we will observe monthly and weekly festivals. We will serve the Lord for six days and come to worship Him on the seventh.

Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.
Isaiah 66:24 — Word Study on "the carcases" - Strong says the Hebrew word "carcases" "peger" ( פֶּגֶר) (H 6297) means, "a carcass (as limp) whether man or beast," and figuratively, "an image." He says this word comes from the primitive root ( פָּגַר) (H 6296), which means, "to relax, to be exhausted." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 22times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "carcase 14, dead body 6, corpse 2."

Comments- I believe that the Scriptures use this word to describe the appearance of those who are burning in the flames of hell. Mary Baxter's description of those people in Hell comes close to the meaning of "carcasses" because although they are alive, they look like corpses:

"We had not walked far when Jesus stopped in front of another cell. As we looked in, a light came on. (Jesus made the light.) I stood and looked at a soul that I knew was in great torment! It was another woman, and she was a blue-gray color. Her flesh was dead, and the parts that had decayed were falling off the bones. Her bones were all burned to a deep black, and she had on bits and pieces of ragged clothes. Worms were crawling out of her flesh and bones. A dirty odor filled the cell." 95]

95] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Hell (Springdale, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1993), 89-90.

Isaiah 66:24 — Word Study on "worm" - Strong says the Hebrew word "worm" "towla" ( תֹּולָע) (H 8438) means, "a worm, a maggot," or "scarlet crimson." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 43times in the Old Testament, being translated "scarlet 34, worm 8, crimson 1."

Isaiah 66:24 — Comments- In the earthly Jerusalem, which is a type and figure of the heavenly Jerusalem, there was the Valley of Hinnon, where all of the rubbish was placed. From this Hebrew name comes the Greek word "gehenna," which is translated in the New Testament as "Hell". 

If you ever live in an underdeveloped nation, these small rubbish piles are created in every village, wherever people live in a community. In the evenings, the daily rubbish piles are burned. In a large city like Jerusalem, this pile of rubbish would be burned and this fire would never go out. It would burn until the next morning, when it was rekindled by more rubbish. This place was always abhorring, always smelling, always burning, and full of worms. Thus, it became a symbol of hell in the New Testament.

When Alexander Mackay, the first missionary to Uganda, East Africa, helped the Buganda king stop a plague of disease, he asked the king to stop throwing dead corpses into a nearby swamp. Instead, the people were asked to bury their dead.

"As the summer came on the plague grew worse, and many deaths occurred. The king applied to Mackay for medicines; but as he did not understand the disease, Mackay refused to treat it. But he was persuaded that it sprang chiefly from their filthy habits, and from the swamps round about, where the bodies of people who were slaughtered daily were thrown after being chopped in pieces." 96]

96] C. T. Wilson, Alexander Mackay: Missionary Hero of Uganda (London: The Sunday School Union, 1893), 80.

Scripture Reference - John describes a similar scene in his revelation of Jesus Christ:

Revelation 14:10, "The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:"

