《The People ’s Bible – 2 Thessalonians》(Joseph Parker)
Commentator

Joseph Parker (9 April 1830 - 28 November 1902) was an English Congregational minister.

Parker's preaching differed widely from his contemporaries like Spurgeon and Alexander Maclaren. He did not follow outlines or list his points, but spoke extemporaneously, inspired by his view of the spirit and attitude behind his Scripture text. He expressed himself frankly, with conviction and passion. His transcriber commented that he was at his best when he strayed furthest from his loose outlines.

He did not often delve into detailed textual or critical debates. His preaching was neither systematic theology nor expository commentary, but sound more like his personal meditations. Writers of the time describe his delivery as energetic, theatrical and impressive, attracting at various times famous people and politicians such as William Gladstone.

Parker's chief legacy is not his theology but his gift for oratory. Alexander Whyte commented on Parker: "He is by far the ablest man now standing in the English-speaking pulpit. He stands in the pulpit of Thomas Goodwin, the Atlas of Independency. And Dr. Parker is a true and worthy successor to this great Apostolic Puritan." Among his biographers, Margaret Bywater called him "the most outstanding preacher of his time," and Angus Watson wrote that "no one had ever spoken like him."

Another writer and pastor, Ian Maclaren, offered the following tribute: "Dr. Parker occupies a lonely place among the preachers of our day. His position among preachers is the same as that of a poet among ordinary men of letters."
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[Note.—"This Epistle appears to have been written from Corinth not very long after the First, for Silvanus and Timotheus were still with St. Paul ( 2 Thessalonians 1:1). In the former letter we saw chiefly the outpouring of strong personal affection, occasioned by the renewal of the Apostle"s intercourse with the Thessalonians, and the doctrinal and hortatory portions are there subordinate. In the Second Epistle, on the other hand, his leading motive seems to have been the desire of correcting errors in the Church of Thessalonica....

"This Epistle, in the range of subject as well as in style and general character, closely resembles the First; and the remarks made on that Epistle apply for the most part equally well to this. The structure also is somewhat similar, the main body of the Epistle being divided into two parts in the same way, and each part closing with a prayer ( 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 3:16; both commencing with αύτός δέ ό κύριος). The following is a table of contents:—"The opening salutation ( 2 Thessalonians 1:1-2).

"1. A general expression of thankfulness and interest, leading up to the difficulty about the Lord"s advent ( 2 Thessalonians 1:3 to 2 Thessalonians 2:17).

1. The Apostle pours forth his thanksgiving for their progress in the faith; he encourages them to be patient under persecution, reminding them of the judgment to come, and prays that they may be prepared to meet it ( 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12). 

2. He is thus led to correct the erroneous idea that the judgment is imminent, pointing out that much must happen first ( 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12). 

3. He repeats his thanksgiving and exhortation, and concludes this portion with a prayer ( 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17). 

"2Direct exhortation ( 2 Thessalonians 3:1-16).

1. He urges them to pray for him, and confidently anticipates their progress in the faith ( 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5). 

2. He reproves the idle, disorderly, and disobedient, and charges the faithful to withdraw from such ( 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15). 

This portion again closes with a prayer ( 2 Thessalonians 3:16).

"The Epistle ends with a special direction and benediction ( 2 Thessalonians 3:17-18)." Smith"s Dictionary of the Bible."]
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