《Vincent’s Word Studies – 2 Timothy》(Marvin R. Vincent)
Commentator

The Word Studies in the New Testament by Marvin R. Vincent (1834-1922) was first published in 1887 in four volumes. Since that time, the more than 2600 pages of this classic work have helped the English reader better understand the Bible in its original Greek language. Now the full richness of the original meaning, history, derivation, grammar, and usage of important New Testament words is accessible to the average English reader.

Vincent's Word Studies falls half-way between an exegetical commentary and a Greek lexicon. It is actually a study, in commentary form, of the vocabulary of the New Testament. This format gives Vincent the opportunity to not only discuss the subtle distinctions in meaning between different Greek words, but also to comment on the history contained in a word that might get lost in a translation. He reveals the characteristics in writing style and word usage of a particular Bible writer, pointing out the marvelous interplay of the different Greek tenses and the nicely-calculated force of the Greek article. Vincent explains in detail the proper usage and meaning of Greek idioms and the connection between different English words that are translated from the same Greek word. These fine points often cannot be brought out in a translation, but in the pages of Vincent's Word Studies, all of these language barriers are removed.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
An apostle by the will of God
Colossians 1st Corinthians adds called or by call ( κλητὸς ).

According to the promise, etc. ( κατ ' ἐπαγγελίαν )
Αποστόλος κατὰ does not appear in any of the Pauline salutations. In 1Timothy, κατ ' ἐπιταγὴν accordingto the commandment, and in Titus κατὰ πίστιν etc., according to the faith, etc. Κατ ' ἐπαγγελίαν , though in other connections, Acts href="/desk/?q=ac+13:23&sr=1">Acts 13:23; Galatians 3:29. Ἑπαγγελία , primarily announcement, but habitually promise in N.T. In Pastorals only here and 1 Timothy 4:8. With the promise of the life in Christ goes the provision for its proclamation. Hence the apostle, in proclaiming “ye shall live; through Christ,” is an apostle according to the promise.

Of life which is in Christ Jesus
The phrase promise of life only here and 1 Timothy 4:8. oP. Life in Christ is a Pauline thought. See Romans 8:2; 2 Corinthians 4:10; Romans 6:2-14; Galatians 2:19, Galatians 2:20; Colossians 3:4; Philemon 1:21. It is also a Johannine thought; see John 1:4; John 3:15; John 6:25; John 14:6; 1 John 5:11.

Verse 2
Dearly beloved ( ἀγαπητῷ )
Better, beloved. (Comp. 1 Corinthians 4:17. In 1 Timothy 1:2, Timothy is addressed as γνήσιος , and Titus in Titus 1:4.

Verse 3
I thank God ( χάριν ἔχω τῷ θεῷ )
Lit. I have thanks to God. The phrase in Luke 17:9; Acts 2:47; oP. unless 2 Corinthians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 12:28; 3 John 1:4. Paul uses εὐχαριστῶ Igive thanks (not in Pastorals) or εὐλογητὸς ὁ θεός blessedbe God (not in Pastorals). The phrase χάριν ἔχω is a Latinism, habere gratiam, of which several are found in Pastorals.

I serve ( λατρεύω )
In Pastorals only here. Comp. Romans 1:9, Romans 1:25; Philemon 3:3. Frequent in Hebrews. Originally, to serve for hire. In N.T. both of ritual service, as Hebrews 8:5; Hebrews 9:9; Hebrews 10:2; Hebrews 13:10; and of worship or service generally, as Luke 1:74; Romans 1:9. Especially of the service rendered to God by the Israelites as his peculiar people, as Acts 26:7. Comp. λατρεία service Romans 9:4; Hebrews 9:1, Hebrews 9:6. In lxx always of the service of God or of heathen deities.

From my forefathers ( ἀπὸ προγόνων )
Πρόγονος , PastoSee on 1 Timothy 5:4. The phrase N.T.oFor the thought, comp. Acts 14:14; Philemon 3:5. He means, in the spirit and with the principles inherited from his fathers. Comp. the sharp distinction between the two periods of Paul's life, Galatians 1:13, Galatians 1:14.

With pure conscience ( ἐν καθαρᾷ συνειδήσει )
As 1 Timothy 3:9. The phrase, Pasto Hebrews 9:14has καθαριεῖ τὴν συνίδησιν ἡμῶν shallpurge our conscience.

That without ceasing ( ὡς ἀδιάλειπτον )
The passage is much involved. Note (1) that χάριν ἔχω τῷ θεῷ Ithank God must have an object. (2) That object cannot be that he unceasingly remembers Timothy in his prayers. (3) That object, though remote, is ὑπόμνησιν λαβὼν whenI received reminder (2 Timothy 1:5). He thanks God as he is reminded of the faith of Timothy's ancestors and of Timothy himself. Rend. freely, “I thank God whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, as there goes along with my prayers an unceasing remembrance of thee, and a daily and nightly longing, as I recall thy tears, to see thee, that I may be filled with joy - I thank God, I say, for that I have been reminded of the unfeigned faith that is in thee,” etc. Ἀδιάλειπτον unceasingonly here and Romans 9:2. Ἁδιαλείπτως , Romans 1:9; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:17.

I have remembrance ( ἔχω τὴν μνείαν )
The phrase once in Paul, 1 Thessalonians 3:6. Commonly, μνείαν ποιοῦμαι Imake mention, Romans 1:9; Ephesians 1:16; 1 Thessalonians 1:2; Philemon 1:4.

Night and day ( νυκτὸς καὶ ἡμέρας )
See 1 Timothy 5:5. The phrase in Paul, 1 Thessalonians 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 3:10; 2 Thessalonians 3:8. Const. with greatly desiring.

Verse 4
Greatly desiring ( ἐπιποθῶν )
Better, longing. Pastorals only here. Quite frequent in Paul. See Romans 1:11; 2 Corinthians 5:2; 2 Corinthians 9:14; Philemon 1:8, etc. The compounded preposition ἐπὶ does not denote intensity, as A.V. greatly, but direction. Comp. 2 Timothy 4:9, 2 Timothy 4:21.

Being mindful of thy tears ( μεμνημένος σου τῶν δακρύων )
The verb, μιμνήσκεσθαι in Paul, only 1 Corinthians 11:2. In Pastorals only here. The words give the reason for the longing to see Timothy. The allusion is probably to the tears shed by Timothy at his parting from Paul. One is naturally reminded of the parting of Paul with the Ephesians elders at Miletus (Acts 20:17ff., see especially Acts 20:37). Holtzmann remarks that Paul's discourse on that occasion is related to this passage as program to performance. Bonds await the apostle (Acts 20:23), and Paul appears as a prisoner (2 Timothy 1:8). He must fulfill his course Acts 20:24); here he has fulfilled it (2 Timothy 4:7). He bids the overseers take heed to the flock, for false teachers will arise in the bosom of the church (Acts 20:29, Acts 20:30); these letters contain directions for the guidance of the flock, and denunciations of heretical teachers.

That I may be filled with joy
Const. with longing to see you.

Verse 5
When I call to remembrance ( ὑπόμνησιν λαβὼν )
The object of χάριν ἔχω , 2 Timothy 1:3. Lit. having received a reminding. The phrases N.T.o Ὑπόμνησις reminding(but sometimes intransitive, remembrance ), only here, 2 Peter 1:13; 2 Peter 3:1. In lxx three times. As distinguished from ἀνάμνησις remembrance(1 Corinthians 11:24, 1 Corinthians 11:25) it signifies a reminding or being reminded by another; while ἀνάμνησις is a recalling by one's self.

Unfeigned faith that is in thee ( τῆς ἐν σοὶ ἀνυποκρίτου πίστεως )
See on 1 Timothy 1:5. For the peculiar collocation of the Greek words, comp. Acts 17:28; Romans 1:12; Ephesians 1:15. The writer's thought is probably not confined to Christian faith, but has in view the continuity of Judaism and Christianity. In 2 Timothy 1:3he speaks of serving God from his forefathers. In Acts 24:14Paul is represented as saying that even as a Christian he serves the God of his fathers, believing all things contained in the law and the prophets.

Dwelt ( ἐνῴκησεν )
Paul uses the verb with sin, the divine Spirit, God, the word of Christ, but nowhere with faith. The phrase faith dwells in, N.T.oAccording to Paul, Christians are or stand in faith; but faith is not represented as dwelling in them. Christ dwells in the heart through faith (Ephesians 3:17).

First ( πρῶτον )
With reference to Timothy, and with a comparative sense, as Matthew 5:24; Matthew 7:5; Mark 3:27; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, etc. This is shown by the last clause of the verse. The writer merely means that faith had already dwelt in Timothy's grandmother and mother before it did in him. How much farther back his believing ancestry went he does not say. Comp. Acts 16:1.

Grandmother ( μάμμῃ )
N.T. Once in lxx, 4Macc. 16:9. Later Greek. The correct classical word is τήθη . See Aristoph. Ach. 49; Plato, Repub. 461 D. From the emphasis upon Timothy's receiving his training from his Jewish mother, it has been inferred that his father died early. That he was the child of a mixed marriage appears from Acts 16:1
I am persuaded ( πέπεισμαι )
The verb in Pastorals only here and 2 Timothy 1:12. Often in Paul.

Verse 6
Wherefore ( δἰ ἣν αἰτίαν )
Lit. for which cause. Ἁιτία not in Paul. The phrase in 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 1:13; also in Luke, Acts, and Hebrews. Paul's expression is διό or διὰ τοῦτο .

Stir up ( ἀναζωπυρεῖν )
N.T.olxx, (Genesis 45:27; Luke href="/desk/?q=lu+12:49&sr=1">Luke 12:49; James 3:5. It is not necessary to assume that Timothy's zeal had become cold.

The gift of God ( τὸ χάρισμα τοῦ θεοῦ )
See on 1 Timothy 4:14.

The laying on of my hands
See on 1 Timothy 4:14.

Verse 7
Spirit of fear ( πνεῦμα δειλίας )
Better, of cowardice. N.T. Comp. Romans 8:15, and see on the Spirit, Romans 8:4, § 5.

Of power ( δυνάμεως )
Found in all the Pauline Epistles except Philemon. In Pastorals only here, 2 Timothy 1:8, and 2 Timothy 3:5. Not used by our writer in the sense of working miracles, which it sometimes has in Paul. Here, the power to overcome all obstacles and to face all dangers. It is closely linked with the sense of παρρησία boldnessOf love ( ἀγάπης )
See on Galatians 5:22.

Of a sound mind ( σωφρονισμοῦ )
N.T.oolxx, oClass. Not self-control, but the faculty of generating it in others or in one's self, making them σώφρονες ofsound mind. Comp. Titus 2:4. Rend. discipline. See on σωφροσύνη 1 Timothy 2:9.

Verse 8
Be not ashamed ( μὴ ἐπαισχυνθῇς )
See on Luke 9:26.

Testimony ( μαρτύριον )
See on 1 Timothy 2:6.

His prisoner ( δέσμιον αὐτοῦ )
Paul styles himself the prisoner of the Lord, Ephesians 3:1; Ephesians 4:1, Philemon 1:9. Only here in Pastorals. Not in a figurative sense, one who belongs to Christ, but one who is imprisoned because of his labors as an apostle of Christ. On Paul's supposed second imprisonment, see Introd. IV.

Be partaker of the afflictions ( συνκακοπάθησον )
Only here and 2 Timothy 2:3. olxx, oClass. The compounded συν withnot with the gospel, as Rev., but with me. Share afflictions with me for the gospel.

According to the power of God
Which enables him to endure hardness. Connect with be partaker, etc.

Verse 9
Who hath saved us
Salvation is ascribed to God. See on our Savior, 1 Timothy 1:1.

Called ( καλέσαντος )
Comp. 1 Timothy 6:12, and see Romans 8:30; Romans 9:11; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Galatians 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 2:12. It is Paul's technical term for God's summoning men to salvation. In Paul the order is reversed: called, saved.

With a holy calling ( λκήσει ἁγίᾳ )
Κλῆσις , calling, often in Paul; but the phrase holy calling only here. In Paul, κλῆσις sometimes as here, with the verb καλεῖν tocall, as 1 Corinthians 7:20; Ephesians 4:1, Ephesians 4:4.

Purpose ( πρόθεσιν )
See on Acts 11:23; see on Romans 9:11.

Grace which was given ( χάριν τὴν δοθεῖσαν )
Comp. Romans 12:3, Romans 12:6; Romans 15:15; 1 Corinthians 3:10; Ephesians 3:8; Ephesians 4:7. The phrase only here in Pastorals.

Before the world began ( πρὸ χρόνων αἰωνίων )
See additional note on 2 Thessalonians 1:9. In Pastorals the phrase only here and Titus 1:2. Not in Paul. Lit. before eternal times. If it is insisted that αἰώνιος meanseverlasting, this statement is absurd. It is impossible that anything should take place before everlasting times. That would be to say that there was a beginning of times which are from everlasting. Paul puts the beginnings of salvation in God's purpose before the time of the world (1 Corinthians 2:7; 1 Peter 1:20); and Christ's participation in the saving counsels of God prior to time, goes with the Pauline doctrine of Christ's preexistence. The meaning, therefore, of this phrase is rightly given in A.V.: before the world began, that is, before time was reckoned by aeons or cycles. Then, in that timeless present, grace was given to us in God's decree, not actually, since we did not exist. The gift planned and ordered in the eternal counsels is here treated as an actual bestowment.

Verse 10
Made manifest ( φανερωθεῖσαν )
See on 1 Timothy 3:16. In contrast with the preceding clause, this marks the historical fulfillment in time of the eternal, divine counsel. Comp. Titus 1:3. There is an implication that the divine counsel was hidden until the fitting time: comp. Ephesians 3:5, and see Colossians 1:26.

By the appearing ( διὰ τῆς ἐπιφανείας )
See on 2 Thessalonians 2:8; see on 1 Timothy 6:14.

Who hath abolished ( καταργήσαντος )
Better, since he made of none effect. In Pastorals only here. Frequent in Paul. See on make without effect, Romans 3:3, and comp. is swallowed up, 1 Corinthians 15:54. Notice the association of the verb with ἐπιφάνεια appearingin 2 Thessalonians 2:8.

Brought to light ( φωτίσαντος )
Only here in Pastorals. In Paul, 1 Corinthians 4:5; Ephesians 1:18; Ephesians 3:9.

Immortality ( ἀφθαρσίαν )
Better, incorruption. With this exception, only in Paul. See Wisd. 2:23; 6:9; 4Macc. 9:22; 17:12.

Verse 11
A teacher of the Gentiles ( διδάσκαλος ἐθνῶν )
Omit of the Gentiles. Comp. 1 Timothy 2:7, from which the words were probably transferred when the three Epistles were jointly edited. Paul calls himself an apostle, and describes himself as preaching ( κηρύσσων ); but he nowhere calls himself διδάσκαλος ateacher, although he uses διδάσκειν toteach, of himself, 1 Corinthians 4:17; Colossians 1:28. He also uses διδαχή teachingof matter given by him to the converts, Romans 6:17; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 14:6. He distinguishes between the apostle and the teacher, 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11.

Verse 12
I am not ashamed
Comp. 2 Timothy 1:8, and Romans 1:16.

Whom I have believed ( ᾧ πεπίστευκα )
Or, in whom I have put my trust. See on John 1:12; see on John 2:22; see on Romans 4:5.

Able ( δυνατός )
Often used with a stronger meaning, as 1 Corinthians 1:26, mighty; Acts 25:5, οἱδυνατοὶ thechief men: as a designation of God, ὁ δυνατός themighty one, Luke 1:49: of preeminent ability or power in something, as of Jesus, δυνατός ἐν ἔργῳ καὶ λόγῳ mightyin deed and word, Luke 24:19: of spiritual agencies, “The weapons of our warfare are δυνατὰ mightyetc., 2 Corinthians 10:4. Very often in lxx.

That which I have committed ( τὴν παραθήκην μου )
More correctly, that which has been committed unto me: my sacred trust. The meaning of the passage is that Paul is convinced that God is strong to enable him to be faithful to his apostolic calling, in spite of the sufferings which attend it, until the day when he shall be summoned to render his final account. The παραθήκη or thing committed to him was the same as that which he had committed to Timothy that; he might teach others (1 Timothy 6:20). It was the form of sound words (2 Timothy 1:13); that which Timothy had heard from Paul (2 Timothy 2:2); that fair deposit (2 Timothy 1:14). It was the gospel to which Paul had been appointed (2 Timothy 1:11); which had been intrusted to him (1 Timothy 1:11; Titus 1:3; comp. 1 Corinthians 9:17; Galatians 2:7; 1 Thessalonians 2:4). The verb παρατιθέναι tocommit to one's charge is a favorite with Luke. See Luke 12:48; Acts 20:32. Sums deposited with a Bishop for the use of the church were called παραθῆκαι τῆς ἐκκλησίας trust-funds of the church. In the Epistle of the pseudo-Ignatius to Hero (vii.) we read: “Keep my deposit ( παραθήκην ) which I and Christ have committed ( παρθέμεθα ) to you. I commit ( παρατίθημι ) to you the church of the Antiochenes.”

That day ( ἐκείνην τὴν ἡμέραν )
The day of Christ's second appearing. See on 1 Thessalonians 5:2. In this sense the phrase occurs in the N.T. Epistles only 2 Timothy 1:18; 2 Timothy 4:8; 2 Thessalonians 1:10; but often in the Gospels, as Matthew 7:22; Matthew 26:29; Mark 13:32, etc. The day of the Lord's appearing is designated by Paul as ἡ ἡμέρα , absolutely, the day, Romans 13:12; 1 Corinthians 3:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:4: ἡμέρα τοῦ κυρίου theday of the Lord, 1 Corinthians 1:8; 2 Corinthians 1:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:2: the day of Jesus Christ or Christ, Philemon 1:6, Philemon 1:10; Philemon 2:16day when God shall judge, Romans 2:16: the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, Romans 2:5: the day of redemption, Ephesians 4:30.

Verse 13
The form ( ὑποτύπωσιν )
Pastsoolxx, oClass. See on 1 Timothy 1:16.

Of sound words ( ὑγιαινόντων λόγων )
See on 1 Timothy 1:16.

In faith and love
The teaching is to be held, preached, and practiced, not as a mere schedule of conduct, however excellent, but with the strong conviction of faith and the favor of love.

Verse 14
That good thing which was committed ( τὴν καλὴν παραθήκην )
That fair, honorable trust, good and beautiful in itself, and honorable to him who receives it. The phrase N.T.oSee on 2 Timothy 1:12. Comp. the good warfare, 1 Timothy 1:18; teaching, 1 Timothy 4:6; fight, 1 Timothy 6:12; confession, 1 Timothy 6:12.

Verse 15
In Asia
Proconsular Asia, known as Asia Propria or simply Asia. It was the Romans province formed out of the kingdom of Pergamus, which was bequeathed to the Romans by Attalus III (b.c. 130), including the Greek cities on the western coast of Asia, and the adjacent islands with Rhodes. It included Mysia, Lydia, Caria, and Phrygia. The division Asia Major and Asia Minor was not adopted until the fourth century a.d. Asia Minor (Anatolia) was bounded by the Euxine, Aegean, and Mediterranean on the north, west, and south; and on the east by the mountains on the west of the upper course of the Euphrates.

Have turned away ( ἀπεστράφηνσαν )
Not from the faith, but from Paul.

Verse 16
Onesiphorus
Mentioned again, 2 Timothy 4:19.

Refreshed ( ἀνέψυζεν )
N.T.oSeveral times in lxx; often in Class. Ἁνάψυξις refreshing Acts 3:19; and καταψύχειν tocool, Luke 16:24. Originally to cool; to revive by fresh air.

Chain ( ἅλυσιν )
Once in Paul, Ephesians 6:20. Several times in Mark, Luke, and Acts. It may mean handcuffs or manacles (see Lightfoot, Philippians, ed. of 1896, page 8), but is not limited to that sense either in classical or later Greek. See Hdt. ix. 74; Eurip. Orest. 984. Mark 5:4is not decisive.

Verse 18
Very well ( βέλτιον )
N.T.oThe sense is comparative; better than I can tell you.

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Therefore ( οὖν )
In view of what has been said in the previous chapter.

Be strong ( ἐνδυναμοῦ )
In Paul, Romans 4:20; Ephesians 6:10; Philemon 4:13. Lit. be strengthened inwardly.

In the grace ( ἐν τῇ χάριτι )
Grace is the inward source of strength. Comp. the association of grace and strength in 2 Corinthians 12:9.

Verse 2
Among many witnesses ( διὰ πολλῶν μαρτύρων )
Διὰ throughthe medium of, and therefore in the presence of.

Commit ( παράθου )
As a trust or deposit ( παραθήκη ). See on 2 Timothy 1:12, 2 Timothy 1:14. In Paul only 1 Corinthians 10:27.

Faithful ( πιστοῖς )
Not believing, but trusty, as appears from the context. See on 1 John 1:9; see on Revelation 1:5; see on Revelation 3:14.

Able ( ἱκανοὶ )
In Pastorals only here. Very common in Luke and Acts: a few times in Paul. See on many, Romans 15:23.

Verse 3
Endure hardness ( συνκακοπάθησον )
Comp. 2 Timothy 1:8. A.V. verse fails to give the force of συν withRend. suffer hardship with me.

Soldier ( στρατιώτης )
Only here in Pastorals. oP. Frequent in Acts.

Verse 4
That warreth ( στρατευόμενος )
Better, when engaged in warfare. Rev. no soldier on service. In Paul, 1 Corinthians 9:7; 2 Corinthians 10:3. In Pastorals only here and 1 Timothy 1:18.

Entangleth himself ( ἐμπλέκεται )
Only here and 2 Peter 2:20(see note). This has been made an argument for clerical celibacy.

In the affairs of this life ( ταῖς τοῦ βίου πραγματίαις )
Better, affairs of life. Not as A.V. verse implies, in contrast with the affairs of the next life, but simply the ordinary occupations of life. In N.T., βίος means either means of subsistence, as Mark 12:44; Luke 8:43; 1 John 3:17; or course of life, as Luke 8:14. Βίος PoHim who hath chosen him to be a soldier ( τῷ στρατολογήσαντι )
N.T.oolxx. Better, enrolled him as a soldier.

Verse 5
Strive for masteries ( ἀθλῇ )
N.T.oolxx. Paul uses ἀγωνίζεσθαι (see 1 Corinthians 9:25), which appears also in 1 Timothy 4:10; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7. For masteries is superfluous. Rev. contend in the games; but the meaning of the verb is not limited to that. It may mean to contend in battle; and the preceding reference to the soldier would seem to suggest that meaning here. The allusion to crowning is not decisive in favor of the Rev. rendering. Among the Romans crowns were the highest distinction for service in war. The corona triumphalis of laurel was presented to a triumphant general; and the corona obsidionalis was awarded to a general by the army which he had saved from a siege or from a shameful capitulation. It was woven of grass which grew on the spot, and was also called corona graminea. The corona myrtea or ovatio, the crown of bay, was worn by the general who celebrated the lesser triumph or ovatio. The golden corona muralis, with embattled ornaments, was given for the storming of a wall; and the corona castrensis or vallaris, also of gold, and ornamented in imitation of palisades, was awarded to the soldier who first climbed the rampart of the enemy's camp.

Is he not crowned ( οὐ στεφανοῦται )
The verb only here and Hebrews 2:7, Hebrews 2:9. For στέφανος crownsee on Revelation 2:9; see on Revelation 4:4; see on 1 Peter 5:4. Paul has στέφανον λαβεῖν , 1 Corinthians 9:25.

Lawfully ( νομίμως )
PastoSee 1 Timothy 1:8. According to the law of military service which requires him to abandon all other pursuits. So the law of the ministerial office requires that the minister shall not entangle himself with secular pursuits. If he fulfills this requirement, he is not to trouble himself about his worldly maintenance, for it is right that he should draw his support from his ministerial labor: nay, he has the first right to its material fruits.

Verse 6
The husbandman that laboreth ( τὸν κοπιῶντα γεωργὸν )
The verb implies hard, wearisome toil. See on 1 Thessalonians 1:3; see on 1 Thessalonians 5:12. Γεωργός husbandman, only here in Pastorals. oP. See on John 15:1.

Must be first partaker ( δεῖ πρῶτον - μεταλαμβάνειν )
Better, Must be the first to partake. His is the first right to the fruits of his labor in the gospel. The writer seems to have in his eye 1 Corinthians 9:7, where there is a similar association of military service and farming to illustrate the principle that they who proclaim the gospel should live of the gospel. Μεταλαμβάνειν to partake, oP, and only here in Pastorals. Paul uses μετέχειν . See 1 Corinthians 9:10, 1 Corinthians 9:12; 1 Corinthians 10:17, 1 Corinthians 10:21, 1 Corinthians 10:30.

Verse 7
Consider ( νόει )
Better, understand.

And the Lord give thee understanding ( δώσει γάρ ὁ κύριος σύνεσιν )
More correctly, for the Lord shall give. For σύνεσιν understandingsee on Mark 12:33; see on Luke 2:47; see on Colossians 1:9.

Verse 8
Remember that Jesus Christ - was raised, etc.
Incorrect. Rend. remember Jesus Christ raised from the dead. Μνημόνευε rememberonly here in Pastorals: often in Paul. Ἑγείρειν to raise, very often in N.T., but only here in Pastorals. The perfect passive participle ( ἐγηγερμένον ) only here. The perfect marks the permanent condition - raised and still living.

Of the seed of David
Not referring to Christ's human descent as a humiliation in contrast with his victory over death ( ἐγηγερμένον ), but only marking his human, visible nature along with his glorified nature, and indicating that in both aspects he is exalted and glorified. See the parallel in Romans 1:3, Romans 1:4, which the writer probably had in mind, and was perhaps trying to imitate. It is supposed by some that the words Jesus Christ - seed of David were a part of a confessional formula.

According to my gospel
Comp. Romans 2:16; Romans 16:25, and see 1 Corinthians 15:1; 2 Corinthians 11:7; Galatians 1:11; Galatians 2:2; 1 Timothy 1:11.

Verse 9
Wherein I suffer trouble ( ἐν ᾧ κακοπαθῶ )
Wherein refers to the gospel. Κακοπαθεῖν only here, 2 Timothy 4:5, and James 5:13. lxx, Jonah 4:10.

As an evildoer ( ὡς κακοῦργος )
Only here and in Luke. Better, malefactor. The meaning is technical. Comp. Luke 23:32, Luke 23:33, Luke 23:39.

Unto bonds ( μέχρι δεσμῶν )
Comp. Philemon 2:8, μέχρι θανάτου untodeath: Hebrews 12:4, μέχρις αἵματος untoblood. Const. with I suffer trouble.

But the word of God is not bound ( ἀλλὰ ὁ λόγος τοῦ θεοῦ οὐ δέδεται )
Nevertheless, although I am in bonds, the gospel which I preach will prevail in spite of all human efforts to hinder it. Word of God often in Paul. In Pastorals, 1 Timothy 4:5; Titus 2:5. Bound, in Paul metaphorically, as here, Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:27, 1 Corinthians 7:39.

Verse 10
Therefore ( διὰ τοῦτο )
Because I know that God is carrying on his work.

That they may also ( ἵνα καὶ αὐτοὶ )
More correctly, they also may, etc. Also, as well as myself.

Obtain the salvation ( σωτηρίας τύχωσιν )
The phrase N.T.oPaul has περιποίησις σωτηρίας obtainingof salvation, 1 Thessalonians 5:9.

Which is in Christ Jesus
The phrase salvation which is in Christ Jesus, N.T.oFor other collocations with in Christ Jesus in Pastorals, see 1 Timothy 1:14; 1 Timothy 3:13; 2 Timothy 1:1, 2 Timothy 1:9, 2 Timothy 1:13; 2 Timothy 2:3, 2 Timothy 2:15.

With eternal glory ( μετὰ δόξης αἰωνίου )
The phrase eternal glory only here and 1 Peter 5:10. Paul has αἰώνιον βάρος δόξης eternalweight of glory, 2 Corinthians 4:17. Glory here is the eternal reward of Christians in heaven.

Verse 11
It is a faithful saying
Better, faithful is the saying. See on 1 Timothy 1:15. It refers to what precedes - the eternal glory of those who are raised with Christ (2 Timothy 2:8) which stimulates to endurance of sufferings for the gospel.

For ( γὰρ )
Faithful is the saying that the elect shall obtain salvation with eternal glory, for if we be dead, etc. The following words to the end of 2 Timothy 2:12may be a fragment of a hymn or confession, founded on Romans 6:8; Romans 8:17.

If we be dead with him ( εἰ συναπεθάνομεν )
A.V. misses the force of the aorist. Better, if we died, etc. Comp. Romans 6:8; Colossians 2:20. For the verb, comp. Mark 14:31; 2 Corinthians 7:3.

Verse 12
If we suffer we shall also reign with him ( εἰ ὑπομένομεν, καὶ συνβασιλεύσομεν )
For suffer, rend. endure. Συνβασιλεύειν toreign with, only here and 1 Corinthians 4:8. Comp. Luke 19:17, Luke 19:19; Luke 22:29, Luke 22:30; Romans 5:17; Revelation 4:4; Revelation 5:10; Revelation 22:5.

If we deny him he also will deny us ( εἰ ἀρνησόμεθα. κἀκεῖνος ἀρνήσεται ἡμᾶς )
The verb PoHim must be supplied. The meaning of the last clause is, will not acknowledge us as his own. Comp. Luke 9:26; Matthew 10:33.

Verse 13
If we believe not ( εἰ ἀπιστοῦμεν )
Better, are faithless or untrue to him. Comp. Romans 3:3. In Pastorals only here.

Faithful ( πιστὸς )
True to his own nature, righteous character, and requirements, according to which he cannot accept as faithful one who has proved untrue to him. To do this would be to deny himself.

Verse 14
Put them in remembrance ( ὑπομίμνησκε )
oP. See on ὑπόμνησιν reminding 2 Timothy 1:5.

Charging ( διαμαρτυρόμενος )
In Paul only 1 Thessalonians 4:6. Very frequent in Acts. See on Acts 2:40; see on Acts 20:23. The sense is rather conjuring them by their loyalty to God. Paul uses the simple μαρτύρεσθαι in a similar sense. See Galatians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 2:12(note); Ephesians 4:17.

Before God ( ἐνώπιον τοῦ θεοῦ )
See on 1 Timothy 5:4.

Strive about words ( λογομαχεῖν )
N.T.oolxx, oClass. Comp. λογομαχίας disputesof words, 1 Timothy 6:4, and see 1 Corinthians 4:20.

To no profit ( ἐπ ' οὐδὲν χρήσιμον )
Lit. to nothing useful. Ἑπ ' οὐδὲν , oP. He uses εἰς κενόν tono purpose. See 2 Corinthians 6:1; Galatians 2:2; Philemon 2:16; 1 Thessalonians 3:5. Χρήσιμος usefulN.T.oTo the subverting ( ἐπὶ καταστροφῇ )
Ἑπὶ does not mean here to or for (purpose or object). but indicates the ground on which the unprofitableness of the wordy strife rests. Unprofitable because it works subversion of the hearers. Καταστροφή subversiontransliterated into catastrophe, only here and 2 Peter 2:6. In lxx of the destruction or overthrow of men or cities. Καταστρέφειν tooverturn, Matthew 21:12; Mark 11:15; Acts 15:16, cit. Paul uses καθαίρεσις pullingdown, 2 Corinthians 10:4, 2 Corinthians 10:8; 2 Corinthians 13:10
Verse 15
Study ( σπούδασον )
Originally, make haste. In Paul, Galatians 2:10; Ephesians 4:3(note); 1 Thessalonians 2:17.

To shew thyself approved ( σεαυτὸν δόκιμον παραστῆσαι )
Παραστῆσαι , better, present. In Pastorals only here and 2 Timothy 4:17. Often in Acts and Paul. See on Acts 1:3; see on Romans 16:2; see on Ephesians 5:27. Δόκιμον approvedonly here in Pastorals, five times by Paul. See on James 1:12. See on δοκιμή approvedness Romans 5:4; and see on δοκιμάζειν toapprove on test, 1 Peter 1:7.

A workman ( ἐργάτης )
In Paul, 2 Corinthians 11:13; Philemon 3:2. In Pastorals, 1 Timothy 5:18.

That needeth not to be ashamed ( ἀνεπαίσχυντον )
N.T.oolxx, oClass. Lit. not made ashamed, as Philemon 1:20. A workman whose work does not disgrace him.

Rightly dividing ( ὀρθοτομοῦντα )
N.T.ooClass. In lxx, Proverbs 3:6; Proverbs 11:5; both times in the sense of directing the way. From ὀρθός straightand τέμνειν tocut. Hence, to cut straight, as paths; to hold a straight course; generally, to make straight; to handle rightly. Vulg. recte tractare. The thought is that the minister of the gospel is to present the truth rightly, not abridging it, not handling it as a charlatan (see on 2 Corinthians 2:17), not making it a matter of wordy strife (2 Timothy 2:14), but treating it honestly and fully, in a straightforward manner. Various homiletic fancies have been founded on the word, as, to divide the word of truth, giving to each hearer what he needs: or, to separate it into its proper parts: or, to separate it from error: or, to cut straight through it, so that its inmost contents may be laid bare. Others, again, have found in it the figure of dividing the bread, which is the office of the household steward; or of dividing the sacrificial victims; or of cutting a straight furrow with the plough.

Verse 16
Shun ( περιίστασο )
PoIn Pastorals, here and Titus 3:9. Originally, to place round; to stand round. In the middle voice, to turn one's self about, as for the purpose of avoiding something: hence, avoid, shun. Often in Class., but in this sense only in later Greek.

Profane and vain babblings ( βεβήλους κενοφωνίας )
For profane, see on 1 Timothy 1:9. Vain is superfluous, being implied in babblings. For babblings, see on 1 Timothy 6:20. Babble is a word of early origin, an imitative word, formed on the efforts of a young child to speak, and having its counterparts in many languages. It appears very early in English, as in Piers Plowman:

“And so I bablede on my bedes.”

Vis. 2487.

Bacon:

“Who will open himselfe to a blab or a babler?”

Ess. vi 

Shakespeare:

“Leave thy vain bibble babble.”

Twelfth N. iv. 2.

They will increase ( προκόψουσιν )
See on Romans 13:12, and see on Galatians 1:14.

Ungodliness ( ἀσεβείας )
The opposite of εὐσέβεια godlinessfor which see on 1 Timothy 2:2. In Pastorals, Titus 2:12. In Paul, Romans 1:18; Romans 11:26, cit.

Verse 17
Will eat ( νομὴν ἕξει )
Lit. will have pasturage, and so grow. Νομὴ πυρός aspreading of fire: a sore is said νομὴν ποιεῖσθαι tospread. Comp. Acts 4:17, διανεμηθῇ spreadof the influence of the miracle of Peter, from the same root, νέμειν todistribute or divide; often of herdsmen, to pasture. Νομὴ only here and John 10:9
Canker ( γάγγραινα )
Transliterated into gangrene. An eating sore; a cancer. N.T.oolxx. Comp. Ovid:

“Solet immedicabile cancer

Serpere, et illaesas vitiatis addere partes.”

Metam. ii. 826 

Verse 18
Have erred ( ἠστόχησαν )
See on 1 Timothy 1:6.

The resurrection ( ἀνάστασιν )
Only here in Pastorals.

Verse 19
Nevertheless ( μέντοι )
Mostly in John. oP. Only here in Pastorals.

The foundation of God standeth sure ( ὁ στερεὸς θεμέλιος τοῦ θεοῦ ἕστηκεν )
Wrong. Στερεὸς sureis attributive, not predicative. Rend. the firm foundation of God standeth. The phrase foundation of God, N.T.o Θεμέλιος foundationis an adjective, and λίθος stoneis to be supplied. It is not to be taken by metonymy for οἰκία house(2 Timothy 2:20), but must be interpreted consistently with it, and, in a loose way, represents or foreshadows it. So we speak of an endowed institution as a foundation. By “the sure foundation of God” is meant the church, which is “the pillar and stay of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15), by means of which the truth of God is to withstand the assaults of error. The church has its being in the contents of “the sound teaching” (1 Timothy 1:10), which is “according to godliness” (1 Timothy 6:3), and which is deposited in it. “The mystery of godliness “ is intrusted to it (1 Timothy 3:16). Its servants possess “the mystery of the faith” (1 Timothy 3:9). In 1 Corinthians 3:11, Christ is represented as “ the chief corner-stone.” In Ephesians 2:20, the church is built “upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,” with Christ as the corner-stone, and grows into a “holy temple ( ναὸν ) in the Lord.” Here, the church itself is the foundation, and the building is conceived as a great dwelling-house. While the conception of the church here does not contradict that of Paul, the difference is apparent between it and the conception in Ephesians, where the church is the seat of the indwelling and energy of the Holy Spirit. Comp. 1 Corinthians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 3:17. Στερεός firmonly here, Hebrews 5:12, Hebrews 5:14, and 1 Peter 5:9(note). Ἕστηκεν standethin contrast with overthrow (2 Timothy 2:18).

Seal ( σφραγῖδα )
Mostly in Revelation. Only here in Pastorals. In Paul, Romans 4:11; 1 Corinthians 9:2. Used here rather in the sense of inscription or motto. Comp. Deuteronomy 6:9; Deuteronomy 11:20; Revelation 21:14. There are two inscriptions on the foundation stone, the one guaranteeing the security, the other the purity, of the church. The two go together. The purity of the church is indispensable to its security.

The Lord knoweth them that are his ( ἔγνω κύριος τοὺς ὄντας αὐτοῦ )
The first inscription: God knows his own. Comp. Numbers 16:5; 1 Corinthians 13:12. For ἔγνω knowethsee on Galatians 4:9. Them that are his, his ἐκλεκτοὶ chosensee 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:1; Romans 8:33; Colossians 3:12; 1 Peter 2:9: Revelation 17:14. Not, however, in any hard, predestinarian sense. Comp. John 10:14; Matthew 7:23; Luke 13:25, Luke 13:27.

Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity
The second inscription, concerning the purity of the church. For of Christ rend. of the Lord ( κυρίου ). Ὁνομάζων namethonly here in Pastorals. It means to give a name to, to style, as Mark 3:14; Luke 6:14; 1 Corinthians 5:11: to pronounce a name as having a special virtue, as in incantation, as Acts 19:13: to utter a name as acknowledging and appropriating what the name involves, as a confession of faith and allegiance. So here. Comp. Romans 15:20; 1 Corinthians 5:11; Isaiah 26:13. For ὄνομα namesee on 2 Thessalonians 1:12. Ἁποστήτω ἀπὸ ἀδικίας departfrom iniquity. For the verb, see on 1 Timothy 4:1. Mostly in Luke and Acts. Comp. Numbers 16:26; Isaiah 52:11. Whatever may be implied in God's election, it does not relieve Christians of the duty of strict attention to their moral character and conduct. Comp. Philemon 2:12. The gift of grace (Ephesians 2:8) is exhibited in making one a coworker with God (1 Corinthians 3:9). The salvation bestowed by grace is to be “carried out” (Philemon 2:12) by man with the aid of grace (Romans 6:8-19; 2 Corinthians 6:1). What this includes and requires appears in Philemon 3:10; Philemon 4:1-7; Ephesians 4:13-16, Ephesians 4:22ff.; Colossians 2:6, Colossians 2:7.

Verse 20
d But the church embraces a variety of characters. Unrighteous men steal into it. So, in a great household establishment there are vessels fit only for base uses.

House ( οἰκίᾳ )
As θεμέλιος foundation indicates the inward, essential character of the church, οἰκία exhibits its visible, outward aspect. The mixed character of the church points to its greatness ( μεγάλῃ ).

Vessels ( σκεύη )
See on Matthew 12:29; see on Mark 3:27; see on Acts 9:15; see on Acts 27:17; see on 1 Peter 3:7.

Of wood and of earth ( ξύλινα καὶ ὀστράκινα )
Ξύλινος woodenonly here and Revelation 9:20. Ὁστράκινος ofbaked clay, only here and 2 Corinthians 4:7(note). Comp. the different metaphor, 1 Corinthians 3:12.

Some to honor and some to dishonor
After Romans 9:21.

Verse 21
Purge ( ἐκκαθάρῃ )
Only here and 1 Corinthians 5:7. The meaning is, separate himself from communion with.

From these ( ἀπὸ τούτων )
From such persons as are described as “vessels unto dishonor.” Some attempt to relieve the awkwardness of this figure by referring these to persons mentioned in 2 Timothy 2:16, 2 Timothy 2:17.

Unto honor ( εἰς τιμήν )
Const. with vessel, not with sanctified.

Sanctified ( ἡγιασμένον )
Comp. 1 Timothy 4:5. Set apart to noble and holy uses, as belonging to God. See on ἁγιασμός sanctification Romans 6:19. For ἅγιος holysee on 1 Timothy 5:10.

Meet ( εὔχρηστον )
From εὐ welland χρᾶσθαι touse. Hence, easy to make use of, useful. The A.V. meet, is fit, suitable. Rend. serviceable. In contrast with to no profit, 2 Timothy 2:14. See Philemon 1:11, where the contrast with ἄχρηστος uselessis brought out. Only here, 2 Timothy 4:11, Philemon 1:11.

For the master's use ( τῷ δεσπότῃ )
Use is superfluous. Rend. for the master. The master of the household. See on 1 Timothy 6:1.

Prepared ( ἡτοιμασμένον )
In Paul, 1 Corinthians 2:9; Philemon 1:22. Only here in Pastorals. Comp. Titus 3:1.

Every good work
The phrase in Paul, 2 Corinthians 9:8; Colossians 1:10; 2 Thessalonians 2:17. In Pastorals, 1 Timothy 5:10; 2 Timothy 3:17; Titus 1:16; Titus 3:1.

Verse 22
Youthful lusts ( νεωτερικὰς ἐπιθυμίας )
Νεωτερικὸς youthfulN.T.oFor ἐπιθυμία desirelust, see on Mark 4:19; see on 1 Thessalonians 4:5. Such counsel from Paul to Timothy seems strange.

Follow ( δίωκε )
Pursue. Stronger than follow. A favorite word with Paul to denote the pursuit of moral and spiritual ends. See Romans 9:30, Romans 9:31; Romans 12:13; 1 Corinthians 14:1; Philemon 3:12.

Peace ( εἰρήνην )
Not a distinct virtue in the list, but a consequence of the pursuit of the virtues enumerated. Const. with with them that call, etc. For peace with διώκειν pursuesee Romans 14:19; Hebrews 12:14, and Psalm 34:14, cit. 1 Peter 3:11.

Call on the Lord ( ἐπικαλουμένων τὸν κύριον )
A Pauline phrase, only here in Pastorals. See Romans 10:12, Romans 10:13, Romans 10:14; 1 Corinthians 1:2. See also Acts 2:21; Acts 9:14; Acts 22:16.

Out of a pure heart ( ἐκ καθαρᾶς καρδίας )
Const. with call on the Lord. The phrase, 1 Timothy 1:5; 1 Peter 1:22. Comp. Matthew 5:8.

Verse 23
Foolish ( μωρὰς )
In Pastorals only here and Titus 3:9. Μωρός means dull, sluggish, stupid: applied to the taste, flat, insipid: comp. μωρανθῇ havelost his savor, Matthew 5:13. In Pastorals never substantively, a fool, but so in 1 Corinthians 3:18; 1 Corinthians 4:10. Comp. ἄφρων , 1 Corinthians 15:36.

Unlearned ( ἀπαιδεύτους )
Rev. ignorant is better; but the meaning at bottom is undisciplined: questions of an untrained mind, carried away with novelties: questions which do not proceed from any trained habit of thinking.

Questions ( ζητήσεις )
Better, questionings. See on 1 Timothy 6:4.

Avoid ( παραιτοῦ )
See on 1 Timothy 4:7. Better, refuse or decline.

Gender ( γεννῶσι )
Only here in Pastorals. In Paul, metaphorically, 1 Corinthians 4:15; Philemon 1:10; Galatians 4:24.

Verse 24
The servant of the Lord ( δοῦλον κυρίου )
The teacher or other special worker in the church. Comp. Titus 1:1; Romans 1:1; Galatians 1:10; Philemon 1:1, Colossians 4:12. Of any Christian, 1 Corinthians 7:22; Ephesians 6:6. The phrase is often applied to the Old Testament prophets as a body: see Amos 3:7; Jeremiah 7:25; Ezra 9:11; Daniel 9:6. To Joshua, Judges 2:8; to David, Psalm 78:70.

Must not ( οὐ δεῖ )
Moral obligation.

Gentle ( ἤπιον )
Only here and 1 Thessalonians 2:7(note).

Apt to teach, patient ( διδακτικόν, ἀνεξίκακον )
Διδακτικός apt to teach, only here and 1 Timothy 3:2(note). Ἁνεξικακία forbearingN.T.o Ανεξικακία forbearanceWisd. 2:19. Rend. Forbearing.

Verse 25
In meekness ( ἐν πραὺτητι )
A Pauline word, only here in Pastorals, but comp. πραυπαθία , 1 Timothy 6:11(note). Const. with instructing.

Instructing ( παιδεύοντα )
See on 1 Timothy 1:20. Better, correcting.

Those that oppose themselves ( τοὺς ἀντιδιατιθέμενους )
N.T. olxx. Class. only late Greek. Themselves is wrong. The meaning is, those who oppose the servant of the Lord; Who carry on the ἀντιθέσεις oppositions(1 Timothy 6:20); = gainsayers ( ἀντιλέγοντες Titus 1:9). Paul's word is ἀντίκεισθαι tooppose: see 1 Corinthians 16:9; Galatians 5:17; Philemon 1:28; 2 Thessalonians 2:4.

Repentance ( μετάνοιαν )
Only here in Pastorals. See on repent Matthew 3:2.

To the acknowledging of the truth ( εἰς ἐπίγνωσιν ἀληθείας )
More correctly, the knowledge. The formula PastoSee 1 Timothy 2:4(note); 2 Timothy 3:7. For εἰς untoafter μετάνοια repentancesee Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3; Luke 24:47; Acts 11:18; Acts 20:21; 2 Corinthians 7:10.

Verse 26
May recover themselves ( ἀνανήψωσιν )
Lit. may return to soberness. N.T.oSee on be sober, 1 Thessalonians 5:6. A similar connection of thought between coming to the knowledge of God and awaking out of a drunken stupor, occurs 1 Corinthians 15:34.

Out of the snare of the devil ( ἐκ τῆς τοῦ διαβόλου παγίδος )
Comp. Psalm 124:7. The phrase snare of the devil, only here and 1 Timothy 3:7(note). The metaphor is mixed; return to soberness out of the snare of the devil.

Who are taken captive ( ἐζωγρημένοι )
Or, having been held captive. Only here and Luke 5:10(note on thou shalt catch ).

By him ( ὑπ ' αὐτοῦ )
The devil.

At his will ( εἰς τὸἐκείνου θέλημα )
Better, unto his will: that is, to do his (God's) will.

The whole will then read: “And that they may return to soberness out of the snare of the devil (having been held captive by him) to do God's will.”

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
d Comp. the beginning of Philemon href="/desk/?q=phm+1:12&sr=1">Philemon 1:12; and θέλω δὲ ὑμᾶς εἰδέναι Iwould you should know, 1 Corinthians 11:3.

In the last days ( ἐπ ' ἐσχάταις ἡμέραις )
The phrase only here in Pastorals, Acts 2:17, James 5:3. Similar expressions are ἐν καιρῷ ἐσχάτῳ inthe last season, 1 Peter 1:5: ἐπ ' ἐσχάτου τῶν χρόνων atthe last of the times, 1 Peter 1:20: ἐπ ' ἐσχάτου χρόνου atthe last time, Judges 1:18: ἐπ ' ἐσχάτων τῶν ἡμερῶν atthe last of the days, 2 Peter 3:3: ἐν ὑστέροις καιροῖς inthe latter seasons, 1 Timothy 4:1. The times immediately preceding Christ's second appearing are meant. Comp. Hebrews 1:2; James 5:3.

Perilous times ( καιροὶ χαλεποί )
Only here and Matthew 8:28. Lit. hard times: schwere Zeiten. Καιρός denotes a definite, specific season. See on Matthew 12:1; see on Acts 1:17.

Shall come ( ἐνστήσονται )
Or will set in. Mostly in Paul. Only here in Pastorals. See on Galatians 1:4.

Verse 2
Lovers of their own selves ( φίλαυτοι )
Better, lovers of self. N.T.olxx. Aristotle, De Repub. ii. 5, says: “It is not loving one's self, but loving it unduly, just as the love of possessions.”

Covetous ( φιλάργυροι )
Better, lovers of money. Only here and Luke 16:14. For the noun φιλαργυρία loveof money, see on 1 Timothy 6:10. Love of money and covetousness are not synonymous. Covetous is πλεονέκτης ; see 1 Corinthians 5:10, 1 Corinthians 5:11; Ephesians 5:6. See on Romans 1:29.

Boasters ( ἀλαζόνες )
Or swaggerers. Only here and Romans 1:30. See on ἀλαζονείαις boastings James 4:16.

Proud ( ὑπερήφανοι )
Or haughty. See on ὑπερηφανία pride Mark 7:22.

Blasphemers ( βλάσφημοι )
See on 1 Timothy 1:13. Better, railers. See also on, βλασφημία blasphemy Mark 7:22.

Unthankful ( ἀχάριστοι )
Only here and Luke 6:35.

Unholy ( ἀνόσιοι )
Only here and 1 Timothy 1:9(note).

Verse 3
Without natural affection ( ἄστοργοι )
Only here and Romans 1:31. olxx. See on ἀγάπη love Galatians 5:22, under στέργειν tolove with a natural affection.

Truce-breakers ( ἄσπονδοι )
N.T.oolxx. Rend. implacable. From ἀ notand σπονδαί atreaty or truce. The meaning is, refusing to enter into treaty, irreconcilable.

Incontinent ( ἀκρατεῖς )
Or intemperate, without self -control. N.T.oOnce in lxx, Proverbs 27:20. Ἁκρασία incontinence Matthew 23:25; 1 Corinthians 7:5; Song of Solomon 4:3.

Fierce ( ἀνήμεροι )
Or savage. N.T.oolxx. Comp. ἀνελεήμονες merciless Romans href="/desk/?q=ro+1:31&sr=1">Romans 1:31.

Despisers of those that are good ( ἀφιλάγαθοι )
Better, haters of good. N.T.oolxx, oClass. Comp. the opposite, φιλάγαθον loverof good, Titus 1:8.

Verse 4
Traitors ( προδόται )
Or betrayers. Only here, Luke 6:16; Acts 7:52.

Heady ( προπετεῖς )
Precipitate, reckless, headstrong in the pursuit of a bad end under the influence of passion. Only here and Acts 19:36. In lxx, slack, loose, hence foolish, Proverbs 10:14, and dividing or parting asunder, as the lips; of one who opens his lips and speaks hastily or thoughtlessly, Proverbs 13:3. Comp. 1Timothy href="/desk/?q=1ti+3:6&sr=1">1 Timothy 3:6, and comp. 1 Timothy 6:4.

Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God ( φιλήδονοι μᾶλλον ἢφιλόθεοι )
Pleasure-lovers rather than God-lovers. Both words N.T.oolxx.

Verse 5
A form ( μόρφωσιν )
Only here and Romans 2:20. Μορφὴ Form(for the want of any other rendering) is the expression or embodiment of the essential and permanent being of that which is expressed Μόρφωσις , lit. forming or shaping. Yet the meaning differs in different passages. In Romans 2:20, μόρφωσις isthe truthful embodiment of knowledge and truth as contained in the law of God. Here, the mere outward semblance, as distinguished from the essential reality.

The power ( τὴν δύναμιν )
The practical virtue. Comp. 1 Corinthians 4:20. It is impossible to overlook the influence of Romans 1:29-31in shaping this catalogue.

Turn away ( ἀποτρέπου )
N.T.oComp. παραιτοῦ avoid 2 Timothy 2:23; ἐκτρεπόμενος turningaway, 1 Timothy 6:20; and ἐκκλίνετε turnaway, Romans 16:17.

Verse 6
Of this sort ( ἐκ τούτων )
Lit. of these. The formula often in Paul.

Which creep ( οἱ ἐνδύνοντες )
N.T.oThrust themselves into. Comp. Judges 1:4, παρεισεδύησαν creptin privily (see note); 2 Peter 2:1(note), παρεισάξουσιν shallprivily bring in; and Galatians 2:4, παρεισάκτους broughtin by stealth.

Lead captive ( αἰχμαλωτίζοντες )
Only here in Pastorals. See on captives, Luke 4:18; and see on 2 Corinthians 10:5.

Silly women ( γυναικάρια )
N.T.oolxx. Silly is expressed by the contemptuous diminutive. Comp. Vulg. mulierculas.

Laden ( σεσωρευμένα )
Only here and Romans 12:20, citation. In lxx, see Romans href="/desk/?q=ro+8:14&sr=1">Romans 8:14; Galatians 5:18.

Divers ( ποικίλαις )
In Pastorals only here and Titus 3:3. Lit. variegated, of different tints. See on manifold wisdom, Ephesians 3:10.

Verse 7
Ever learning
From any one who will teach them. See on 1 Timothy 5:13. It is a graphic picture of a large class, by no means extinct, who are caught and led by the instructions of itinerant religious quacks.

Never able ( μηδέποτε δυνάμενα )
Because they have not the right motive, and because they apply to false teachers. Ellicott thinks that there is in δυνάμενα a hint of an unsuccessful endeavor, in better moments, to attain to the truth.

Verse 8
As ( ὃν τρόπον )
The formula occurs in the Synoptic Gospels (see Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34), and in Acts (Acts 1:11; Acts 7:28), but not in Paul. Jannes and Jambres. According to tradition, the names of the chiefs of the magicians who opposed Moses. Exodus 7:11, Exodus 7:22.

Of corrupt minds ( κατεφθαρμένοι τὸν νοῦν )
Better, corrupted in mind. The verb, N.T.oComp. διεφθαρμένων τὸν νοῦν corruptedin mind, 1 Timothy 6:5.

Reprobate ( ἀδόκιμοι )
In Pastorals only here and Titus 1:16. A Pauline word. See on Romans 1:28, and see on castaway, 1 Corinthians 9:27.

Verse 9
Shall proceed ( προκόψουσιν )
See on 2 Timothy 2:16.

Folly ( ἄνοια )
Only here and Luke 6:11(note). The senselessness of their teaching, with an implication of its immoral character.

Manifest ( ἔκδηλος )
N.T.olxx, 3 Maccabees 3:19; 6:5.

Verse 10
Hast fully known ( παρηκολούθησας )
Better, thou didst follow. See on 1 Timothy 4:6. oP.

Manner of life ( ἀγωγῇ )
Or conduct. N.T.olxx, mostly 2nd and 3rd Macc. Often in Class., but mostly in a transitive sense, leading, conducting.

Purpose ( προθέσει )
See on Acts 11:23; see on Romans 9:11. In Paul, only of the divine purpose.

Long-suffering, charity, patience
For long -suffering, see on James 5:7. For charity rend. love, and see on Galatians 5:22. For patience, see on 2 Peter 1:6; see on James 5:7.

Verse 11
Persecutions, afflictions ( διωγμοῖς, παθήμασιν )
Διωγμός persecutiononly here in Pastorals. Occasionally in Paul. Πάθημα , only here in Pastorals. Often in Paul, usually in the sense of sufferings, but twice of sinful passions, Romans 7:5; Galatians 5:24.

Antioch, Iconium, Lystra
See Acts 13:50; Acts 14:2ff.; Acts 14:19. These cities may have been selected as illustrations because Timothy was at home in that region. See Acts 16:1, Acts 16:2. Antioch is mentioned by Paul, Galatians 2:11. Iconium and Lystra nowhere in his letters.

Delivered ( ἐρύσατο )
Often in Paul. Originally, to draw to one's self; to draw out from peril. Paul, in Romans 11:26, applies the prophecy of Isaiah 59:20to Christ, who is called a ὁ ῥυόμενος thedeliverer, lxx.

Verse 12
Who will live ( οἱ θέλοντες ζῇν )
Whose will is to live, or who are bent on living.

Godly ( εὐσεβῶς )
Only here and Titus 2:12. Comp. κατ ' εὐσέβειαν accordingto godliness, 1 Timothy 6:3; Titus 1:1; and ἐν πάσῃ εὐσεβείᾳ inall godliness, 1 Timothy 2:2. See also 1 Timothy 4:7; 1 Timothy 6:11, and on godliness, 1 Timothy 2:2.

Shall suffer persecution ( διωχθήσονται )
In this sense only here in Pastorals.

Verse 13
Seducers ( γόντες )
N.T.oBetter, impostors or deceivers. From γοᾶν tohowl. Originally, one who chants spells; a wizard, sorcerer. Hence, a cheat.

Shall wax worse and worse ( προκόψουσιν ἐπὶ τὸ χεῖρον )
Lit. shall proceed to the worse. The formula, PastoComp. 2 Timothy 3:9and 2 Timothy 2:16.

Deceiving ( πλανῶντες )
Properly, leading astray. See on πλάνοις seducing 1 Timothy 4:1.

Verse 14
Hast been assured of ( ἐπιστώθης )
N.T.oQuite often in lxx. So 2 Samuel 7:16, shall be established (of the house of David): Psalm 78:37, steadfast in his covenant.

Verse 15
From a child ( ἀπὸ βρέφους )
Mostly in Luke. oP. Only here in Pastorals. See on 1 Peter 2:2. Comp. Mark 9:21, ἐκ παιδιόθεν froma child.

The holy Scriptures ( ἱερὰ γράμματα )
Note particularly the absence of the article. Γράμματα is used in N.T. in several senses. Of characters of the alphabet (2 Corinthians 3:7; Galatians 6:11): of a document (Luke 16:6, take thy bill )epistles (Acts 28:21): of the writings of an author collectively (John 5:47): of learning (Acts 26:24, πολλά γράμματρα muchlearning ). In lxx, ἐπιστάμενος γράμματα knowinghow to read (Isaiah 29:11, Isaiah 29:12). The Holy Scriptures are nowhere called ἱερὰ γράμματα in N.T. In lxx, γράμματα is never used of sacred writings of any kind. Both Josephus and Philo use τὰ ἱερὰ γράμματα for the O.T. Scriptures. The words here should be rendered sacred learning. The books in the writer's mind were no doubt the Old Testament. Scriptures, in which Timothy, like every Jewish boy, had been instructed; but he does not mean to designate those books as ἱερὰ γράμματα . He means the learning acquired from Scripture by the rabbinic methods, according to which the Old Testament books were carefully searched for meanings hidden in each word and letter, and especially for messianic intimations. Specimens of such learning may be seen here and there in the writings of Paul as 1 Corinthians 9:9f.; 1 Corinthians 10:1f.; Galatians 3:16.; Galatians 4:21f. In Acts 4:13, the council, having heard Peter's speech, in which he interpreted Psalm 118:22and Isaiah 28:16of Christ, at once perceived that Peter and John were ἀγράμματοι , not versed in the methods of the schools. Before Agrippa, Paul drew the doctrine of the Resurrection from the Old Testament, whereupon Festus exclaimed, “much learning ( πολλὰ γράμματα , thy acquaintance with the exegesis of the schools) hath made thee mad” (Acts 26:24). To Agrippa, who was “expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews” (Acts 26:3), the address of Paul, a pupil of Hillel, was not surprising, although he declared that Paul's reasoning did not appeal to him. In John 7:15, when Jesus taught in the temple, the Jews wondered and said: “How knoweth this man letters? ” That a Jew should know the Scriptures was not strange. The wonder lay in the exegetical skill of one who had not been trained by the literary methods of the time.

To make thee wise ( σε σοφίσαι )
Only hero and 2 Peter 1:16. See note there on cunningly devised. To give thee understanding of that which lies behind the letter; to enable thee to detect in the Old Testaments. books various hidden allusions to Christ; to draw from the Old Testaments the mystery of messianic salvation, and to interpret the Old Testaments with Christ as the key. This gives significance to the following words through faith which is in Christ Jesus. Jesus Christ was the key of Scripture, and through faith in him Scripture became a power unto salvation. The false teachers also had their learning but used it in expounding Jewish fables, genealogies, etc. Hence, their expositions, instead of making wise unto salvation, were vain babblings; profane and old wives' fables (1 Timothy 4:7; 2 Timothy 2:16). Const. through faith, etc., with make wise, not with salvation.

Verse 16
All Scripture ( πᾶσα γραφὴ )
Better, every Scripture, that is, every passage of Scripture. Scripture as a whole is as αἱ γραφαί or αἱ γραφαί ἅγιαι . Ἱερά is never used with γραφὴ. Γραφὴ is the single passage, usually defined by this, or that, or the, or which saith.

Is given by inspiration of God ( θεόπνευστος )
N.T.oolxx. From θεὸς God and πνεῖν tobreathe. God -breathed. The word tells us nothing of the peculiar character or limits of inspiration beyond the fact that it proceeds from God. In construction omit is, and rend. as attributive of γραφὴ everydivinely -inspired Scripture.

And is profitable ( καὶ ὠφέλιμος )
According to A.V., καὶ and is merely the copula between two predicates of γραφὴ . It is divinely inspired and is profitable. According to the interpretation given above, καὶ has the force of also. Every divinely-inspired Scripture is, besides being so inspired and for that reason, also profitable, etc. Ὡφέλιμος profitablePastoSee on 1 Timothy 4:8.

For doctrine ( πρὸς διδασκαλίαν )
Better, teaching. Comp. to make thee wise, 2 Timothy 3:15.

Reproof ( ἐλεγμόν )
Better, conviction. N.T.ooClass. Comparatively frequent in lxx, mostly in the sense of rebuke: sometimes curse, punishment. See Ps. of John href="/desk/?q=joh+3:20&sr=1">John 3:20.

Correction ( ἐπανόρθωσιν )
N.T.oTwice in lxx. Restoring to an upright state ( ὀρθός erect); setting right.

Instruction ( παιδείαν )
Better, chastisement or discipline. See on Ephesians 6:4. In lxx mostly correction or discipline, sometimes admonition. Specially of God's chastisement by means of sorrow and evil.

Verse 17
Perfect ( ἄρτιος )
N.T.olxx. Rev. complete; but the idea is rather that of mutual, symmetrical adjustment of all that goes to make the man: harmonious combination of different qualities and powers. Comp. κατάρτισις perfecting 2 Corinthians 13:9: καταρτισμός perfecting(as accomplished), Ephesians 4:12: καταρτίσαι makeperfect or bring into complete adjustment, Hebrews 13:21.

Thoroughly furnished ( ἐξηρτισμένος )
The same root as ἄρτιος . It fills out the idea ἄρτιος ; fitted out. Only here and Acts 11:5(note). oClass.

Unto all good works ( πρὸς πᾶν ἔργον ἀγαθὸν )
More correctly, every good work. Any writing which can produce such profitable results vindicates itself as inspired of God. It is to be noted that the test of the divine inspiration of Scripture is here placed in its practical usefulness.

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
I charge ( διαμαρτύρομαι )
See on 1 Timothy 5:21.

At his appearing ( καὶ τὴν ἐπιφάνειαν )
Rend. “and by his appearing,” ἐπιφάνειαν thus depending on διαμαρτύρομαι , and the accusative being the ordinary accusative of conjuration, with which by must be supplied. The A.V. follows the reading κατὰ atFor ἐπιφάνεια appearingsee on 1 Timothy 6:14; see on 2 Thessalonians 2:8. For, βασιλεία kingdomsee on Luke 6:20.

Verse 2
Be instant ( ἐπίστηθι )
Better, be ready. Once in Paul, 1 Thessalonians 5:3. Frequent in Luke and Acts. Lit. stand by, be at hand, be present. To come suddenly upon, Luke 2:38. Hence, be ready. Instant signifies urgent, importunate, persevering. Lat. instare to press upon. Thus Latimer, “I preached at the instant request of a curate.” So N.T., Romans 12:12, “Continuing instant in prayer.”

In season ( εὐκαίρως )
Only here and Mark 14:11. lxx once, Mark href="/desk/?q=mr+6:31&sr=1">Mark 6:31; 1 Corinthians 16:12: εὐκαιρία opportunity Matthew 26:16: εὔκαιρος seasonableconvenient, Mark 6:21; Hebrews 4:16.

Out of season ( ἀκαίρως )
N.T.olxx once, Philemon href="/desk/?q=phm+4:10&sr=1">Philemon 4:10. Timothy is not advised to disregard opportuneness, but to discharge his duty to those with whom he deals, whether it be welcome or not.

Reprove ( ἔλεγξον )
Rather, convict of their errors. See on 1 Timothy 5:20and John 3:20. In Paul, 1 Corinthians 14:24; Ephesians 5:11, Ephesians 5:13. Comp. ἐλεγμόν conviction 2 Timothy 3:16.

Rebuke ( ἐπιτίμησον )
In Pastorals only here. oP. Mostly in the Synoptic Gospels, where it is frequent. It has two meanings: rebuke, as Matthew 8:26; Luke 17:3, and charge, as Matthew 12:16; Matthew 16:20, commonly followed by ἵνα thator λέγων saying(Matthew 20:31; Mark 1:25; Mark 3:12; Mark 8:30; Luke 4:35), but see Luke 9:21. The word implies a sharp, severe rebuke, with, possibly, a suggestion in some cases of impending penalty ( τιμή ); charge on pain of. This might go to justify the rendering of Holtzmann and von Soden, threaten. To charge on pain of penalty for disobedience implies a menace, in this case of future judgment.

Exhort ( παρακάλεσον )
See on consolation, Luke 6:24; see on comfort, Acts 9:31. Tischendorf changes the order of the three imperatives, reading ἔλεγξον, παρακάλεσον, ἐπιτίμησον . In that case there is a climax: first convict of error, then, exhort to forsake error, finally threaten with the penalty of persistence in error.

With all longsuffering and doctrine ( ἐν πασῃ μακροθυμίᾳ )
Πάσῃ , every possible exhibition of longsuffering, etc. For doctrine rend. teaching. The combination is suggestive. Longsuffering is to be maintained against the temptations to anger presented by the obstinacy and perverseness of certain hearers; and such are to be met, not merely with rebuke, but also with sound and reasonable instruction in the truth. So Calvin: “Those who are strong only in fervor and sharpness, but are not fortified with solid doctrine, weary themselves in their vigorous efforts, make a great noise, rave, … make no headway because they build without foundation.” Men will not be won to the truth by scolding. “They should understand what they hear, and learn by perceive why they are rebuked” (Bahnsen). Διδαχή teachingonly here and Titus 1:9in Pastorals. The usual word is διδασκαλία . Paul uses both.

Verse 3
For ( γὰρ )
Ground for the preceding exhortations in the future opposition to sound teaching.

Endure ( ἀνέξονται )
Only here in Pastorals. Mostly in Paul. Comp. Acts 18:14; 2 Corinthians 11:4; Hebrews 13:22.

Sound doctrine ( τῆς ὑγιαινούσης διδασκαλίας )
Or healthful teaching. The A.V. overlooks the article which is important. The teaching plays a prominent part in these Epistles, and signifies more than teaching in general. See on 1 Timothy 1:10.

Shall they heap to themselves teachers ( ἑαυτοῖς ἐπισωρεύ σουσιν διδασκάλους )
A vigorous and graphic statement. Ἑπισωρεύειν toheap up, N.T.oComp. σεσωρευμένα laden 2 Timothy 3:6. The word is ironical; shall invite teachers en masse. In periods of unsettled faith, skepticism, and mere curious speculation in matters of religion, teachers of all kinds swarm like the flies in Egypt. The demand creates the supply. The hearers invite and shape their own preachers. If the people desire a calf to worship, a ministerial calf-maker is readily found. “The master of superstition is the people, and in all superstition wise men follow fools” (Bacon, Ess. 17).

Having itching ears ( κνηθόμενοι τὴν ἀκοήν )
Or, being tickled in their hearing. Κνήθειν totickle, N.T.oolxx. Κνηθόμενοι itchingHesychius explains, “hearing for mere gratification.” Clement of Alexandria describes certain teachers as “scratching and tickling, in no human way, the ears of those who eagerly desire to be scratched” (Strom. v.). Seneca says: “Some come to hear, not to learn, just as we go to the theater, for pleasure, to delight our ears with the speaking or the voice or the plays” (Ep. 108). Ἁκοή , A.V. ears, in N.T. a report, as Matthew 4:24; Matthew 14:1; Matthew 24:6: in the plural, ears (never ear in singular), as Mark 7:35; Luke 7:1: hearing, either the act, as Acts 28:26; Romans 10:17, or the sense, 1 Corinthians 12:17, here, and 2 Timothy 4:4.

Verse 4
Shall be turned unto fables ( ἐπὶ τοὺς μύθους ἐκτραπήσονται )
More correctly, will turn aside. The passive has a middle sense. For fables see on 1 Timothy 1:4.

Verse 5
Watch thou ( σὺ νῆφε )
See on 1 Thessalonians 5:6, and see on ἀνανήψωσιν recover 2 Timothy 2:26.

Endure afflictions ( κακοπάθησον )
Or suffer hardship. See on 2 Timothy 2:9, and comp. 2 Timothy 4:5.

Of an evangelist ( εὐαγγελιστοῦ )
Here, Acts 21:8and Ephesians 4:11. In the last passage, a special function, with apostles, prophets, pastors, and teachers. A traveling, minister whose work was not confined to a particular church. So Philip, Acts 8:5-13, Acts 8:26-40. A helper of the apostles. An apostle, as such, was an evangelist (1 Corinthians 1:17), but every evangelist was not an apostle. In The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles (about 100 a.d.) it is prescribed that an apostle shall not remain in one place longer than two days, and that when he departs he shall take nothing with him except enough bread to last until his next station (ch. xi).

Make full proof of thy ministry ( τὴν διακονίαν σου πληροφόρησον )
Better, fulfill or fully perform. In Pastorals only here and 2 Timothy 4:17. See on Luke 1:1. In lxx once, Ecclesiastes 8:11, is fully persuaded. Only in this passage in the active voice. Comp. πληρώσαντες τὴν διακονίαν havingfulfilled their ministration, Acts 12:25: ἐπλήρου τὸν δρόμον wasfulfilling his course, Acts 13:25, and τὸν δρόμον Ihave finished the course, 2 Timothy 4:7. For διακονίαν ministrysee on 1 Timothy 1:12.

Verse 6
For I am now ready to be offered ( ἐγὼ γὰρ ἤδη σπένδομαι )
I, emphatic contrast with σὺ thou 2 Timothy 4:5. Already. What he is now suffering is the beginning of the end. Σπένδεσθαι tobe poured out as a libation, only here and Philemon 2:17(note). In the active voice quite often in lxx.

Departure ( ἀναλύσεως )
N.T.oolxx. Comp. ἀναλῦσαι todepart, Philemon 1:23. The figure is explained by some of loosing a ship from its moorings; by others of breaking camp. In Philippians the latter is the more probable explanation, because Paul's situation in the custody of the Praetorians at Rome would naturally suggest a military metaphor, and because he is habitually sparing of nautical metaphors. Comp. 2 Corinthians 5:1, and Clement of Rome, ad Corinth. xliv: “Blessed are the presbyters who have gone before, seeing that their departure ( ἀνάλυσιν ) was fruitful and ripe.”

Verse 7
I have fought a good fight ( τὸν καλὸν ἀγῶνα ἠγώνισμαι )
For a good fight rend. the good fight. For the phrase, see on 1 Timothy 6:12. Comp. Philemon 1:27, Philemon 1:30; 1 Corinthians 9:25; Colossians 2:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:2; Ephesians 6:11ff.

Course ( δρόμον )
Metaphor from the race-course. Only here and Acts 13:25; Acts 20:24; comp. 1 Corinthians 9:24; Galatians 2:2; Galatians 5:7; Romans 9:16; Philemon 2:16; Philemon 3:12-14.

I have kept the faith ( τὴν πίστιν τετήρηκα )
The phrase N.T.oFor τηρεῖν tokeep, see on 1 Timothy 5:22; see on 1 Timothy 6:14.

Verse 8
Henceforth ( λοιπὸν )
Lit. as to what remains. Λοιπὸν or τὸ λοιπὸν either finally, as 2 Corinthians 13:11; or henceforth as here, Mark 14:41; 1 Corinthians 7:29, Hebrews 10:13: or for the rest, besides, as 1 Thessalonians 4:1(note); 2 Thessalonians 3:1.

There is laid up ( ἀπόκειται )
Or laid away. In Pastorals only here. In Paul, see Colossians 1:5(note). Luke 19:20of the pound laid up in a napkin.

A crown of righteousness ( ὃ τῆς δικαιοσύνης στέφανος )
The phrase N.T.oSee on στεφανοῦται iscrowned, 2 Timothy 2:5. Rend. the crown.

Judge ( κριτής )
Comp. 2 Timothy 4:1. Mostly in Luke and Acts. oP. Only here in Pastorals. Applied to Christ, Acts 10:42; James 5:9; to God, Hebrews 12:28; James 4:12.

Shall give ( ἀποδώσει )
Most frequent in Synoptic Gospels. It may mean to give over or away, as Matthew 27:58; Acts 5:8; Hebrews 12:16: or to give back, recompose, as here, Matthew 6:4, Matthew 6:6, Matthew 6:18; Romans 2:6.

At that day ( ἐν ἐκείνῃ τῇ ἡμέρᾳ )
See on 2 Timothy 1:12.

That love his appearing ( τοῖς ἠγαπηκόσι τὴν ἐπιφάνειαν αὐτοῦ )
For love rend. have loved. Appearing, Christ's second coming: see on 1 Timothy 6:14; see on 2 Thessalonians 2:8. The phrase N.T.oSome have interpreted appearing as Christ's first coming into the world, as 2 Timothy 1:10; but the other sense is according to the analogy of 1 Corinthians 2:9; Philemon 3:20; Hebrews 9:28.

Verse 9
Do thy diligence ( σπούδασον )
Earnestly endeavor. See on 2 Timothy 2:15, and comp. 2 Timothy 1:3. Do diligence and give diligence (2 Peter 1:10) are old English phrases. So Chaucer:

“And night and day dide ever his diligence

Hir for to please.”

Manciple's T. 141.

“And ech of hem doth al his diligence

To doon un-to the feste reverence.”

Clerke's T. 195 

Verse 10
Demas
A contraction of Demetrius or Demarchus. He is mentioned Colossians 4:13and Philemon 1:24. It is supposed that he was a Thessalonian. On leaving Paul he went to Thessalonica; and in Philemon his name is mentioned next to that of Aristarchus the Thessalonian. That no epithet is attached to his name in Colossians 4:14(comp. “Luke the beloved physician”) may be a shadow of Demas's behavior mentioned here, in case Colossians was written later than 2nd Timothy.

Hath forsaken ( ἐγκατέλειπεν )
In Pastorals here and 2 Timothy 4:16. See on 2 Corinthians 4:9. The compounded preposition ἐν indicates a condition or circumstances in which one has been left, as the common phrase left in the lurch. Comp. Germ. im Stiche.

Having loved ( ἀγαπήσας )
The participle is explanatory, because he loved.

This present world ( τὸν νῦν αἰῶνα )
See on 1 Timothy 6:17. Contrast love his appearing, 2 Timothy 4:8.

Crescens ( Κρήσκης )
N.T.oUnknown.

Galatia ( Γαλατίαν )
Most probably Galatia. See Introd. to Galatians. Eusebius (H. E. iii. 4) says: “Paul testifies that Crescens was sent to Gaul ( Γαλλίαν ).” Tischendorf adopts this reading.

Dalmatia ( Δαλματίαν )
Part of the country known generally as Illyricum, along the eastern coast of the Adriatic. See Romans 15:19.

Verse 11
Luke
See Introd. to Luke. His connection with Paul appears first in Acts 16:10. He remained at Philippi after Paul's departure, and was there seven years later, when Paul revisited the city (Acts 20:5, Acts 20:6). He accompanied Paul to Jerusalem (Acts 21:15), after which we lose sight of him until he appears at Caesarea (Acts 27:2), whence he accompanies Paul to Rome. He is mentioned Colossians 4:14and Philemon 1:24.

Take ( ἀναλαβὼν )
In N.T. mostly in Acts. See on Acts 23:31, and comp. Acts 20:13, Acts 20:14.

Mark
Mentioned Colossians 4:10; Philemon 1:24; 1 Peter 5:13. Probably John Mark (Acts 12:12, Acts 12:25; Acts 15:37), called the cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10). The first mention of him since the separation from Paul (Acts 15:39) occurs in Colossians and Philemon. He is commended to the church at Colossae. In 1st Peter he sends salutations to Asia. In both Colossians and Philemon his name appears along with that of Demas. In Colossians he is named shortly before Luke and along with Aristarchus who does not appear here. He (Mark) is about to come to Asia where 2nd Timothy finds him. The appearance in Colossians of Aristarchus with Mark and of Demas with Luke is probably the point of connection with the representation in 2nd Timothy.

Profitable for the ministry ( εὔχρηστος εἰς διακονίαν )
Ἑύχρηστος profitableonly here, 2 Timothy 2:21, Philemon 1:11. For for the ministry rend. for ministering or for service, and see on 1 Timothy 1:12.

Verse 12
Tychicus
A comparatively uncommon name in N.T., but found in inscriptions of Asia Minor and on Asiatic coins. He is mentioned Acts 20:4, Acts 20:5; Ephesians 6:21; Colossians 4:7. In Acts 20:4he is described as a native of proconsular Asia.

Verse 13
The cloak ( φελόνην )
Hesychius, however, explains as a γλωσσόκομον , originally a case for keeping the mouthpieces of wind-instruments; thence, generally, a box. Γλωσσόκομον is the word for the disciples' treasury-chest (bag, John 12:6). Also a box for transporting or preserving parchments. Specimens have been found at Herculaneum. In lxx, 2 Samuel 6:11, the ark of the Lord (but the reading varies): in 2 Chronicles 24:8, the chest placed by order of Joash at the gate of the temple, to receive contributions for its repair. Joseph. Ant. 6:1,2, of the coffer into which the jewels of gold were put for a trespass-offering when the ark was sent back (1 Samuel 6:8). Phrynicus defines it as “a receptacle for books, clothes, silver, or anything else.” Φαιλόνης or φαινόλης awrapper of parchments, was translated figuratively in Latin by toga or paenula “a cloak,” sometimes of leather; also the wrapping which a shopkeeper put round fish or olives; also the parchment cover for papyrus rolls. Accordingly it is claimed that Timothy is here bidden to bring, not a cloak, but a roll-case. So the Syriac Version. There seems to be no sufficient reason for abandoning the translation of A.V.

Carpus
Not mentioned elsewhere.

The books ( βιβλία )
Βίβλος or, βιβλίον was the term most widely used by the Greeks for book or volume. The usual derivation is from βύβλος theEgyptian papyrus. Comp. Lat. liber “the inner bark of a tree,” also “ book.” Pliny (Nat. Hist. xiii. 11) says that the pith of the papyrus plant was cut in slices and laid in rows, over which other rows were laid crosswise, and the whole was massed by pressure. The name for the blank papyrus sheets was χάρτης (charta) paper. See on 2 John 1:12. Timothy is here requested to bring some papyrus documents which are distinguished from the vellum manuscripts.

Parchments ( μεμβράνας )
N.T.oManuscripts written on parchment or vellum. Strictly speaking, vellum was made from the skins of young calves and the common parchment from those of sheep, goats, or antelopes. It was a more durable material than papyrus and more expensive. The Latin name was membrana, and also pergamena or pergamina, from Pergamum in Mysia where it was extensively manufactured, and from which it was introduced into Greece. As to the character and contents of these documents which Timothy is requested to bring, we are of course entirely ignorant.

Verse 14
Alexander the coppersmith
Comp. 1 Timothy 1:20, and Acts 19:33. The same person is probably meant in all three cases.

Did me much evil ( πολλά μοι κακὰ ἐνεδείξατο )
Lit. shewed me much ill -treatment. Comp. 1 Timothy 1:16.

May the Lord reward ( ἀποδώσει )
More correctly shall reward. A.V. follows the reading ἀποδω ῄ .

Verse 15
Greatly withstood ( λίαν ἀντέστη )
Comp. 2 Timothy 3:8, and Galatians 2:11. This may refer to the occurrences at Ephesus (Acts 19:33), or to Alexander's attitude during Paul's trial. The former is more probable. Λίαν greatlynot in Paul, except in the compound ὑπερλίαν , 2 Corinthians 11:5; 2 Corinthians 12:11. Only here in Pastorals. Mostly in Synoptic Gospels.

Verse 16
At my first answer ( ἐν τῇ πρώτῃ μου ἀπολογίᾳ )
Ἁπολογία defensein a judicial trial. Comp. Acts 25:16. Also against private persons, as 1 Corinthians 9:3; 2 Corinthians 7:11. Defense of the gospel against its adversaries, as Philemon 1:7, Philemon 1:16; comp. 1 Peter 3:15(note). It is impossible to decide to what this refers. On the assumption of a second imprisonment of Paul (see Introduction) it would probably refer to a preliminary hearing before the main trial. It is not improbable that the writer had before his mind the situation of Paul as described in Philemon href="/desk/?q=phm+1:7&sr=1">Philemon 1:7, Philemon 1:16, has no specific reference to Paul's trial, but refers to the defense of the gospel under any and all circumstances. In any case, the first Romans imprisonment cannot be alluded to here. On that supposition, the omission of all reference to Timothy's presence and personal ministry at that time, and the words about his first defense, which must have taken place before Timothy left Rome (Philemon 2:19-23) and which is here related as a piece of news, are quite inexplicable.

Stood with me ( παρεγένετο )
As a patron or an advocate. The verb mostly in Luke and Acts: once in Paul, 1 Corinthians 16:3: only here in Pastorals. It means to place one's self beside; hence, to come to, and this latter sense is almost universal in N.T. In the sense of coming to or standing by one as a friend, only here.

Be laid to their charge ( αὐτοῖς λογισθείη )
Mostly in Paul: only here in Pastorals. See on Romans 4:3, Romans 4:5; see on 1 Corinthians 13:5.

Verse 17
Strengthened ( ἐνεδυνάμωσεν )
See on 1 Timothy 1:12.

The preaching ( τὸ κήρυγμα )
Better, the message (par excellence ), the gospel message. Usually with a defining word, as of Jonah; of Jesus Christ; my preaching; our preaching. Absolutely, as here, 1 Corinthians 1:21; Titus 1:3.

Might be fully known ( πληροφορηθῇ )
See on 2 Timothy 4:5. Lit. might be fulfilled; fully carried out by being proclaimed before rulers in the capital of the world. Comp. Romans 15:19; Acts 23:11; Acts 28:31; Philemon 1:12-14.

Out of the mouth of the lion ( ἐκ στόματος λέοντος )
Figurative expression for danger of death. Comp. 1 Corinthians 15:32. As usual, all manner of special references have been imagined: the lions of the amphitheatre; Nero; the chief accuser; the Jews; the Devil.

Verse 18
Every evil work ( ἐκ ἔργου πονηρου )
Every design and attempt against him and his work. Πονηρός evilcannot be limited to evil on its active side. See on 1 Corinthians 5:13. The word is connected at the root with πένεσθαι tobe needy, and πονεῖν totoil; and this connection opens a glimpse of that sentiment which associated badness with a poor and toiling condition. The word means originally full of or oppressed by labors; thence, that which brings annoyance or toil. Comp. ἡμέρα πονηρά evilday, Ephesians 5:16; Ephesians 6:13; ἕλκος πονηρὸν agrievous sore, Revelation 16:2.

Heavenly kingdom ( τὴν βασιλείαν τὴν ἐπουράνιον )
The phrase N.T.o Ἑπουράνιος heavenlyonly here in Pastorals. Mostly in Paul and Hebrews. Heavenly kingdom, here the future, glorified life, as 1 Corinthians 6:9, 1 Corinthians 6:10; 1 Corinthians 15:50; Luke 13:29. In the same sense, kingdom of Christ and of God, Ephesians 5:5; kingdom of their Father, Matthew 13:43; my Father's kingdom, Matthew 26:29; kingdom prepared for you, Matthew 25:34; eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 2 Peter 1:11.

Verse 19
Salute ( ἄσπασαι )
Very often in Paul. The singular only here and Titus 3:15.

Prisca and Aquila
They appear in Corinth, Acts 18:2, Acts 18:3; in Ephesus, Acts 18:18, Acts 18:26; 1 Corinthians 16:19.

Onesiphorus
Profit-bringer. Comp. 2 Timothy 1:16. One of the punning names so common among slaves. Comp. Chresimus, Chrestus, Onesimus, Symphorus, all of which signify useful or helpful.

Verse 20
Erastus
In Acts 19:22, sent by Paul with Timothy to Macedonia from Ephesus. Romans 16:23, the city-treasurer who sends salutations. He cannot be certainly identified with the one mentioned here. The writer merely selects names of well-known companions of Paul.

Trophimus
See Acts 22:4; Acts 21:9.

Sick ( ἀσθενοῦντα )
By Paul mostly in a moral sense, as weak in the faith, Romans 4:19; the law was weak, Romans 8:3; the weak brother, 1 Corinthians 8:11. Of bodily sickness, Philemon 2:26, Philemon 2:27.

Verse 21
Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia
N.T.onosupersub.

Verse 22
The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit
Omit Jesus Christ. The closing benediction only here in this form.

