《Scofield Reference Notes – Titus》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Titus 

WRITER: The Apostle Paul ( 1:1 ) 

DATE: Practically the same with First Timothy 

THEME: Titus has much in common with First Timothy. Both Epistles are concerned with the due order of the churches. The distinction is that in First Timothy sound doctrine is more prominent 1 Timothy 1:3-10 in Titus the divine order for the local churches Titus 1:5 . The permanent use of these Epistles lies in this twofold application, on the one hand to churches grown careless as to the truth of God, on the other, to churches careless as to the order of God's house. The importance of this order is made solemnly emphatic in that the tests by which true elders and deacons may be known are repeated ; 1 Timothy 3:1-7 ; Titus 1:6-9 . 

There are two divisions: 

1. The qualifications and functions of elders, 1:1-16. 

2. The pastoral work of the true elder, 2:1-3,15. 

01 Chapter 1 
1:3  But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour; 

Saviour 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

1:4  To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Saviour 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

1:5  For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: 

wanting 

It is not at all a question of the presence in the assembly of persons having the qualifications of elders, made overseers by the Holy Spirit Acts 20:28 that such persons were in the churches of Crete is assumed; the question is altogether one of the appointment of such persons. These assemblies were not destitute of elders; but were "wanting," in that they were not duly appointed. There is a progress of doctrine in respect of the appointing of elders. Cf. v. 5, note. 

elders 

Elder (presbuteros) and bishop (episcopos = "overseer") designate the same office (cf Titus 1:7 ; Acts 20:17 ; 20:28 the former referring to the man, the latter to a function of the office. The eldership in the apostolic local churches was always plural. There is no instance of one elder in a local church. The functions of the elders are: to rule ; 1 Timothy 3:4 1 Timothy 3:5 ; 5:17 to guard the body of revealed truth from perversion and error Titus 1:9 to "oversee" the church as a shepherd his flock ; Acts 20:28 ; John 21:16 ; Hebrews 13:17 . 1 Peter 5:2 . Elders are made or "set" in the churches by the Holy Spirit Acts 20:28 but great stress is laid upon their due appointment ; Acts 14:23 ; Titus 1:5 . At first they were ordained ( (Greek - proceirotonevw ," "to elect," "to designate with the hand,") by an apostle; e).g. Acts 14:23 but in Titus and First Timothy the qualifications of an elder become part of the Scriptures for the guidance of the churches in such appointment. 1 Timothy 3:1-7 . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:11  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 

grace 

Grace (in salvation). vs. Titus 3:7 ; Romans 3:24 . (See Scofield "John 1:17") . 

2:13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

Saviour 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

2:14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

redeem 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:24") . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

righteousness (See Scofield "Romans 10:3") 

saved (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

3:6  Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

Saviour 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

3:7  That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

by his grace 

Grace (in salvation). Hebrews 2:9 ; Romans 3:24 (See Scofield "John 1:17") . 

3:11  Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself. 

sinneth 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

